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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION. 



A DiSTRESSiNCf experience in the writer's family many years ago 
brought home to his mind the danger of premature burial, and 
led ultimately to the careful study of a gruesome subject to which 
he has a strong natural repugnance. His collaborator in the 
volume has himself passed through a state of profound suspended 
animation from drowning, having been laid out for dead— an 
experience which has induced him in like manner to investigate 
the various death-counterfeits. The results of the independent 
inquiries carried on by both of us in various parts of Europe 
and America, and by one of us during a sojourn in India in the 
early part of this year, are now laid before the reader, with such 
practical suggestions as it is hoped may prepare the way for 
bringing about certain needed reforms in our burial customs. 

The danger, as I have attempted to show, is very real^to 
ourselves, to those most dear to us, and to the community in 
general; and it should be a subject of very anxious concern 
bow this danger may be minimised or altogether prevented. 
The duty of taking the most effective precautions to this end is 
one that naturally falls to the Legislature, especially under a 
Government professing to regard social questions as of paramount 
importance. Fortunately, this is a non-party and a non-contentious 
question, it imperils no interest, so that no formal obstruction 
or unnecessary delay need be apprehended ; and it should be 
urged upon the Government to introduce and carry an effective 
measure at the earliest opportunity, not only as a security 
against the possibility of so terrible an evil, but to quiet the 
widespread and not altogether unreasonable apprehension on 
this subject which is now so prevalent. 

It has been found convenient to retain throughout the body 
of the work the use of the singular pronoun, but every part of 
the book receives the cordial approval of both authors, and with 
this explanation we accept its responsibility jointly. 

We have to acknowledge our great indebtedness in preparing 
this volume to many previous writers, including such as have 
investigated the phenomena of suspended animation and the 
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6 PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION. 

s^ns of death, and such as, with a more praaical intention 
have dfPelt upon the danger of death-counterfeits being mistaken 
§0€ the absolute extinction of life, illustrating their counsels or 
warnings by nnmeroos instances. Grouping both classes of 
writers together, we may mention specially the names of 
IViaslow and Bruhier, Hufdand, Strove, Marcus Hen and 
Kdppeo, Kite, Curry, and Anthony Fothergill; and, of more 
recent date, the names of Boochut, Londe, Unonnand, and 
Ganbert (oo mortuariesX Russell, Fletcher, Franz Hartmann, 
and Sir Benjamin Ward Richardson. 

A work to which we are particularly indebted for the literature 
of the subject is that of the late Dr. F^ix Gannal, ''Mort 
Apparente et Mort RMle : moyens de les dtstinguer." Paris, 
189a Dr. Gannal, having qualified in medicine and pharmacy, 
occupied himself with the business of embalming, which be 
ioberited from his fiither. He employed the considerable 
loiaore which the practice of that art left to him in compiling 
the above laborious work. He examined many books, pamphlets, 
theses, and articles, from which he cited expreuions of opinion 
00 the several points — in a lengthy form in his original edition 
(1868X in a condensed form in the second edition. His 
Bibliography is by &r the most comprehensive that has been 
hitheito compiled. Our own Bibliography had been put together 
various sources before we made use of Dr. Gannal's. It 
aeveni titles which he does not give ; while, on the 
other hand, it has been considerably extended beyond its 
original limits by transcribing titles which we have found 
aowheie but in his list The Bibliography, it need hardly be 
Mud, is much more extensive than our own reading ; but it 
seemed useful to make it as complete as possible, whether the 
books had been seen by us or not, so as to show in chrono- 
logical order* how much interest had been aroused in the 
sobject iinom tine to time— in one country more than another, 
or in various countries together. The titles of articles in 
joumahi which belong for the roost part to the more recent 
periodr- have been taken from the Index Catalogue of the 
So^geon-Generars Library, Washington, a few references being 
added to aitidcs which have otherwise come under our notice. 

W. T. 
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A CONCURRBNCB o£ peculiAr circumsUnces, beginning in May 
1895, ^^ directed public attention in England to the subject of 
premature burial, probably to a greater degree, so far as the 
author's recollection serves, than at any time during the past 
half-century. Amongst these may be mentioned the publication 
of several recent cases of premature burial in the English and 
American papers; the narrow escape o£ a child found in Regent's 
Park, London, laid out for dead at the Marylebone Mortuary, 
and afterwards restored to life; the issue in Boston, U.S., of Dr. 
Franz Hartmann's instructive es-H«t, entitled, ** Buried Alive: an 
Examination into the Occult Causes of Apparent Death, Trance, 
and Catalepsy" (a considerable number of copies having been 
sold in England), and the able leading articles and correspon- 
dence on the subject in the Speciaiar^ Daify CkronicU^ MomiHj^ 
Post, Leeds Mercury, The Jewish IVorIti, Piymouih Mercury, 
MoHchesUr Courier, To-Day, and many other daily and weekly 
journals. 

It is curious that, while many books and pamphlets relating 
to this important subject have been issued in France and Ger- 1 

many, no adequate and comprehensive treatise has appeared 
from the English press for more than sixty years pasti nor 
writings in any form, with the exception of a paper by Sir 
Benjamin Ward Richardson in No. 3i of the Aseiepieuf^ pub* 
lished in 1889, on the *' Absolute Signs o£ Death," sundry articles 
in the medical journals from time to time, and a London edition 
of Dr. Hartmann's volume in January, 1896. The section upon 
*" Real and Apparent Death" in the 1868 edition of the late Pro- 
fessor Guy's "Forensic Medicine" begins with the words, ''This 
subject has never attracted much attention in England, and no 
medical author of repute has treated it at any length"— a remark 
not less true after the lapse of a generation. The following 
chapters have been prepaured with the view, not so much of 
supplying this omission, as of guiding the public to the dangen 
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8 IMTkODUCflQN TO KIKST EDITION. 

of our present mode of treating the apparent dead, in the hope 
that refonns and preventive measure! may be instituted without 
delay in order to put an end to such unnecessary domestic 
tragedies. 

In introducing the subject the author is aware that the great 
majority ol the medical profession in this country are either 
sceptical or apathetic as to the alleged danger of living burial 
Many do not believe in the existence of death-trance or death* 
counterfeits, and the majority of those who do believe in them 
declare that cases are very rare, and that if consciousness is 
ever restored in the grave it can only last a second or twO| and 
that those who live in fear of such an occurrence should provide 
lor u p^Mi'Wi&riam or for the severance of the jugular vein. Many 
peiso os , on the other hand, after much careful inquiry, are of 
opinion that cases of premature burial are of frequent occurrence; 
and that the great majority of the human race (outside of a few 
places in Germany, where waiting mortuaries are established, or 
where the police regulations, such as those described in this 
volume as existing in Wiirtemburg, are efficiently and systema- 
tically carried out) are liable to this catastrophe. Important as 
the subject is allowed to be, and numerous as are the reported 
no effective steps, either public or private, appear to have 
taken, outside of Germany and Austria, to remedy the evil. 
At present a majority of the people appear content to trust to 
the judgment of their rekitioos and to the ordinary certificates 
of death to safeguard them from so terrible a disaster. That 
death-certificates and death*verifications are often of a most 
perfuactory description, both as to the fact of death and the 
cause of death, has been proved by overwhelming evidence 
bdbfe the recent House of Commons Committee on Death- 
Certification. Such certificates, when obtained, may be mis- 
leading and imtmstworthy; while in many cases burials take 
place without the doctor having either attended the patient or 
the body. Nor, in spite of the appointment of death- 

by our neighbours across the Channel, is this im- 
portant precaution effectively carried out by them. M. Devergie 
itepottt that in twenty-five thcMsand communes in France no 

of death takes pbce, although the law requires it; 
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and he demands that no diploma shall be given without the 
candidate having proved himself conversant with the signs of 
death. {Afedicai Timis^ London, 1874, vol. i., p. 35.) On personal 
inquiry from medical authorities in France, during the present 
year (1896), we learn that this laxity still prevails. 

It appears strange that, except when a man dies, all his con* 
cerns are protected by custom and formalities, or guarded by laws, 
so as to insure his interests being fairly carried out to completion. 
Thus we see that heirship, marriage, business affairs of all kinds, 
whether of a public or private nature, are amply guarded by such 
precautionary and authoritative measures as will secure them. 
But one of the most important of all human interests — that which 
relates to the termination of life — is managed in such a careless 
and perfunctory way as to permit of irreparable mistakes. To 
be sure there are laws in most of the Continental States of Europe 
that are intended to regulate the care and burial of the dead, but 
few of them make it certain that the apparently dead shall not be 
mistaken for the really dead, and treated as such. None of them 
allow more than seventy-two hours before burial (some allow only 
thirty-six, others twenty-four, and others again much less, accord- 
ing to the nature of the disease), unless the attending physician 
petitions the authorities for reasonable delay — a rare occurrence* t !' 

And even if postponement is granted, it is doubtful if the inevitable \ \ \ 

administrative formalities would leave opportunities for dubious 
cases to receive timely and necessary attention, or for cases of Y 

trance, catalepsy, coma, or the like, to be rescued from a living 
burial. 

In the introduction to a treatise entitled '*The Uncertainty of 
the Signs of Death, and the Danger of Precipitate Interments,'' 
published in 1746^ the author, Mr. M. Cooper, surgeon, says:— 
** Though death at some time or other is the necessary and un. 
avoidable portion of human nature, yet it is not always certain 
that persons taken for dead are really and irretrievably deprived 
of life, since it is evident from experience that many apparently 
dead have afterwards proved themselves alive by rising from 
their shrouds, their coffins, and even from their graves. It is 
equally certain that some persons, too soon interred aAer their 
supposed decease, have in their graves fallen victims to a death 
2 
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lO INTRODUCTION TO FIRST EDITION. 

which might otherwise have been prevented, but which they then 
find more crad than that procured by the rope or the rack." The 
anthor quotes Lancisi, first pbjrsidan to Pope Clement Xl^ who» 
in his treatise **De Subitaneis Mortibusi" observes:— ^Histories 
and lelatioos are not the only proofs which convince me that 
■laay persons supposed to be dead have shown themselves alive, 
«vcn when they were ready to be buried, since I am induced to 
sach a belief from what I myself have seen ; for I saw a person 
of distinction, now alive, recover sensation and motion when the 
priest was performing the funeral service over him in church." 

After reporting and describing a large number of cases of pre- 
mature burial, or of narrow escapes from such terrible occur- 
leacesi in which the victims of hasty diagnosis wero prepared for 
burial* or revived during the progress of the burial service, Mr. 
Cooper continues :-— ** Now, if a multiplicity of instances evince 
that many have the good fortune to escape being interred alive, 
it is justly to be suspected that a Ur greater number have fallen 
victims to a fotal confinement in their graves. Hut because 
Inmian nature u such a slave to prejudice, and so tied down by 
the fetters of custom, it is highly difficult, if not absolutely impos- 
sible^ to pot people on their guard against such terrible accidents, 
or to persuade those vested with authority to take proper measures 
fbr preventing them.* 

Nothing seems to have been done to remedy this serious evil ; 
and forty-two years biter Mr. Chas. Kite, a well-known practi. 
tioner, called attention to the subject in a volume entitled ^ The 
Recovery of the Apparently Dead,* London, 1788. This author 
00 p. 93, sajrs : — ** Many, various, and even opposite appearances 
have been supposed to indicate the total extinctkm of life. For- 
merly, a stoppage of the pulse and respiration were thought to be 
meqnivocal signs of death ; particular attention in eiuunining the 
state of the heart and larger arteries, the fiame of a uper, a lock 
of wool, or a mirror applied to the mouth or nostrils, were con- 
ceived soflkient toasceruin these points; m$td gnai kasbeen the 
mmmkit^fikm wk9 kav€ faiien unHuuiy victims io this erromous 
fimi §m. Some have formed their prognostic from the livid, bkick, 
aiMl cadaverous countenance; others firom the beavy, dull, fixed, 
or fiaedd state of the eyes; from the dibued pupil; the foaming at 
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INTRODUCTION TO FIRST EDITION. II 

the mouth and nostrils, the rigid and inflexible state of the body, 
jaws, or extremities ; the intense and universal cold, etc Some, 
conceiving any one of these symptoms as incompetent and inade- 
quate to the purpose, have required the presence of such of them 
as were, in their opinion, the least liable to error; but whoever 
will take the trouble of reading the Reports of the (Humane) 
Society with attention, will meet with very many instances where 
all the appearances separately, and even where several associated 
in the same case, occurred, and yet the patient recovered; and it 
is therefore evident that these signs will not afford certain and 
unexceptionable criteria, by which we may distinguish between 
life and death." 

Mr. Kite furnishes references to numerous cases of recovery 
where the apparently dead exhibited black, livid, or cadaverous 
countenances; eyes fixed or obscure; eyeballs diminished in 
siie, immovable and fixed in their sockets, the cornea without 
lustre ; eyes shrivelled ; froth at the mouth ; rigidity of the 
body, jaws, and extremities ; partial or universal cold.^ ^ 

The crux of the whole question is the uncertainty of the signs 
which announce the cessation of physical existence. Prises have j 

been offered, and prizes have been awarded, but further experi- , 

ence has shown that the signs and tests, sometimes singly and - 

sometimes in combination, have been untrustworthy, and that |' 

the only certain and unfailing sign of death is decomposition. ^ 

Commenting upon actual cases of premature burial, the Lancet^ ^¥ 

March 17, 1866, p. 295, says :— ''Truly there is something about | 

the very notion of such a fate calculated to make one shudder, J 

and to send a cold stream down one's spine. By such a •; 

catastrophe is not meant the sudden avalanche of earth, bricks, « 

or stones upon the luckless miner or excavator, or the crushing, 
suffocative death from tumbling ruins. No; it is the cool, i!'! 

determined treatment of a living being as if he were dead — |, 

the rolling him in his' winding sheet, the screwing him down in j' 

his coffin, the weeping at his funeral, and the final lowering of •! 



• *'Th« R«covOT7 of the Appwtaily Dead." by Cb«rlm XlM. MtalMr of Um 
CorpocMlott of Syrgeom In London, and Swiaoo at Gravcaand to Kant. London. 
iTiSi 
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12 INTRODUCTION TO FIRST EDITION. 

bioi ioto the narrow grave, and piling upon bis dark and box-like 
dmigeoo kxads of his mother earth. The last footfall departs 
frooi the solitary chnrcbyard, leaving the entranced sleeper 
behind in his hideous shell, soon to awaken to a consciousness 
aad to a benumbed half-suffocated existence for a few minutes ; 
or else, more honriUe still, there he lies beneath the ground 
oonsckms of what has been and still is, until, by some fearful 
agonised struggle of the inner man at the weird phantasmagoria 
which has passed across his mental vision, he awakes to a bodily 
vivification as desperate in its torment for a brief period as has 
been that of his physical activity. But it is soon past There 
is scarcely room to turn over in the wooden chamber ; and what 
can avail a lew shrieks and struggles of a half-stifled, cramped-up 
nan I" 

To prevent such unspeakable horrors as are here pictured, 
the Egyptians kept the bodies of the dead under careful super- 
vision by the priests until satisfied that life was extinct, previous 
to embalming them by means of antiseptics, balsams, and odor- 
iferoas gums. The Greeks were aware of the dangers of 
premature burial, and cut off fingers before cremation to see 
whether life was extinct. In ancient Rome the recurrence of 
of premature burial had impressed the nation with the 
sity for exercising the greatest caution in the treatment of the 
supposed dead ; hasty conclusions were looked upon as criminal, 
the absence of breath or heat or a cadaverous appearance were 
legaided as uncertain tests, and the supposed dead were put 
into warm baths or washed with hot watei^ and other means 
of restoration adopted. Neither in the greater part of Europe 
nor in the United Sutes are any such means resorted to now, 
except in the case of apparent death by drowning, by asphyxia, 
or 1^ hanging. Premature burials and narrpw escapes are of 
almost every-day o ccur re n ce, as the narratives in the newspapers 
testify ; and the complaint made by a surgeon, Mr. Cooper, a 
hoadired and fifty years ago^ that the evil is perpetuated because 
we are slaves to prejudice, and because those vested with 
anthority leftwe to take measures for prevention, remains a 
scrioos blot upon our advanced civilisation. The Sptciaiar^ 
September 14, 189$, commenting upon this imsatisfactory state 
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of affairs, observes:— ** Burning, droi^ning, even the most hideous 
mutilation under a railway train, is as nothing compared witli 
burial alive. Strangely enough this universal horror seems to 
have produced no desire to guard against burial alive. We all 
fear it, and yet practically no one takes any trouble to avoid 
the risk of it happening in his own case, or in tliat of the rest 
of mankind. It would be the simplest thing in the world to 
take away all chance of burying alive; and yet the world 
remains indifferent, and enjoys its horror undisturbed by the 
hope of remedy.** 

The authors' own reasonings, opinions, and conclusions are 
here briefly presented ; but as the majority of the public are 
more or less influenced by authority, it has been thought 
advisable to furnish a series of authenticated facts under the 
several headings to which they belong, and to cite the judgments ' < 

of eminent members of the medical profession who have given ' 

special attention to the subject. The source of difficulty has • ; :^ 

been an embarras di richisu^ or how from a mass of material, ,* . 

the extent of which will be seen by reference to the Diblio- • 

graphy, to select typical cases without needless repetition. The 1 i 

premature burials and narrow escapes from such disasters, which \ 

are reported by distinguished physicans and reputable writers, 
may be numbered literally by hundreds, and for every one I- i 

reported it is obvious from the nature of the case that many are 
never heard of. Amongst the names of notable persons, who ^ \\ 

have thought the subject sufficiently practical for their attention, I ' 

may be mentioned those of Empedocles, Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, ! , 

Pliny, Celsus, Plutarch, and St. Augustine in antiquity; ol |, 

Fabricius, Lancisi, Winslow, Haller, Buffbn, Lavater, Moses ' . / 

Mendelssohn, Hufeland, and Alexander von Humboldt in modem 
times. 

The subject has several times engaged the attention of the |' 

French Senate and Legislative Chamber, as well as the Legis- \\ 

lative Assemblies in the various Sutes of Germany. In 1871, ji' 

Dr. Alex. Wilder, Prof, of Physiology and Physiological Science, 
read a paper before the members of both houses of the New 
York State Legislature at the Capitol, Albany ; but we are not 
aware that the subject has ever been introduced in any of the 
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14 INTRODUCTION TO FIRST EDITION. 

other Sute LegisUtures, or in the British Parliament, or in any 
of the Colonial Aseemblies. 

In an e^torial note, as far back as November 27* 1858, the 
LamUt referring to a case of death-trance, remariced that sucfi 
"examples are sufficiently mysterious in their character to call 
lor a more careful investigation than it has hitherto been possible 
to accord to them." The facts disclosed in this treatise, the 
authors hope, may encourage qualified scientific observers to 
study the subject ol death^trance, which, it must be admitted, 
has been strangely overiooked in England, though it would not 
be easy to menticm one which more deeply concerns every 
iadividcial bom into the world. 

In order to prevent unnecessary pain to the reader on a 
subject so distressing in its nature, the more sensational and 
honifying cases of premature burial have been omitted. They 
can, however, be found in abundance in the writings of Bruhier, 
KAppen, Kempner, Unormand, Bouchut, Russell Fletcher, and 
the Boston (U.S.) edition of Hartmann* In England and in 
America it is the £uhicm amongst 'medical men to maintain that 
the tests known to medical art are fully equal to the prevention 
of live borialt that the cases quoted by the newspapers are 
intro d uced lor sensational purposes, and that most of them are 
apocryphaL The perusal of die cases recorded in this volume,. 
and a caieful consideration of the weight of cumulative evidence 
repr e s ented by the very full Bibliography, must satisfy the- 
majority of reflective rcaden that the fiictsfare both authentic 
and 
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When requested by Mr. William Tebb, the talented 
author of "^ Premature Burial, and How it may be 
Prevented/' to undertake the editorship of a second 
edition of this important work, for which there was 
an increasing demand, I felt much reluctance in com* 
plying with his wish, partly by reason of the pressure 
of many public and professional duties, and partly 
because the subject was one which had not been 
studied by me with the exhaustiveness it demanded. 

The fact, however, that an increasing weight of years 
presses upon the venerable author, whom I hold in 
the profoundest esteem, and his anxiety to see ** some- 
thing accomplished, something done," ere he ceased 
from his labours, coupled with my appreciation of the 
loss he had sustained in the death of his medical 
collaborator. Col. Edward Perry Vollum, M.D., induced 
me finally to accept the honour and responsibility. 

The careful study of the subject which the work 
has entailed, and the perusal of the evidence collected 
from various parts of the world, which has accumu- 
lated considerably since the first edition was published 
in 1896, have convinced me of the real need in this 
country of drastic and far-reaching reforms in connec- 
tion with our burial system. 
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Cases occurring in the course of my own practice, 
and cases which had come to my notice in the practice 
of other medical men, have for years led me to reah'ze 
the dangers to which persons are liable under our 
faulty method of certification. But until, by the help 
of Mr. Tebb*s and CoL VoUum's investigations, I under- 
took a systematic study of the whole question, I was 
not aware that facts so numerous and well authenti- 
cated, and so widespread, connected with every branch 
of the subject, were in existence. 

The loss of Dr. Vollum to the cause of Burial 
Reform is a real one. He was no ordinary man. For 
a third of a century he held high positions of trust 
under the United States Government, and his indomi* 
table energy, good judgment, professional prominence, 
and spotless puUic services earned for him the respect, 
the confidence, and admiration of all who had the 
good fortune to become associated ,with him. His 
genius and energy during the great War of the 
Rebellion brought him into the front rank of the men 
of mark of his time: few of the many thousands of 
suflerers who prc^ted by his remarkable system of 
medical organization knew at the time how much 
they owed to Dr. Vollum's never-tiring zeal and ex- 
traordinary skill His fearlessness and int^rit}' led 
him, as medical inspector, to make ruthless war upon 
soolleas contractors^ inefficient surgeons, neglectful 
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nurses, upon fraud, drunkenness, and ignorance. Even 
the dumb animals experienced his fostering care, and 
a complete revolution in the veterinary service of the 
United States army was the outcome of his strenuous 
cfibrts. Nothing came amiss to him — whether systema* 
tizing an ambulance service, or improving the army 
ration and regulating the cooking, or establishing 
industrial asylums for the healthful employment of 
army pensioners, or formulating sanitary schemes to 
improve the quarters and camps and health of the 
soldiers, or forming insurance societies for the pro- 
motion of thrift among the ranks. The name of Col. 
VoUum was always and everywhere synonymous with 
progress and reform. In addition to all the many 
movements he initiated and advanced, he filled, dur- 
ing the closing years of active service under Govern- 
ment, the position of Corresponding Member of the 
New York Academy of Sciences, as well as the 
highly responsible post of President of Army Medi- 
cal Examining Boards. 

He passed away at Munich on 31st May, 1902, 
his death being due to congestion of the liver. His 
body was cremated at Jena, and the ashes were in- 
terred at Arlington, near Washington. A memorial 
service was held in the capital, in the presence of a 
distinguished assembly. 

Thus it is clear that the late Col. E. P. Vollum waa 
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a man whose position, talents, character, and wealth 
of experience were such as to entitle him to com- 
mand respect, and whose judgment and veracity con- 
cerning any subject he investigated were worthy of 
the utmost consideration. 

Dr. Vollum first became interested in the important 
question of Premature Burial in consequence of his 
own very narrow escape from live sepulture, having 
been pronounced dead from drowning, and prepared 
for interment, when consciousness happily returned 
spontaneously. It was he who inspired Dr. Franz 
Hartmann to study the occult phenomena of apparent 
death and living burial, the results appearing in a 
volume of which editions have been printed in the 
United States, England, and Germany.* On more 
than one occasion Col. Vollum was instrumental in 
rescuing persons from the most horrible imaginable of 
fates, in spite of the opposition and ridicule of 
physicians, priests, and relatives, who loudly protested 
against any delay in the obsequies of those whom 
they erroneously declared to be unmistakably dead. 
Numerous articles and letters from his pen appeared 
in English and American papers, in all of which he 
strongly deprecated the custom of hastily judging by 
appearances, maintaining that putrefactive decomposi- 
tion was the only sure proof of death* 

By the lamentable decease of this eminent doctor,. 
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the London Association for the Prevention of Pre- 
mature Burial has sustained irreparable loss, as was 
recognized by the following resolution unanimously 
adopted and placed upon the minutes of the society: — 

''Tbat the committee, having heard with much sorrow of the 
death of Colonel Edward Perry VoUum, M.D^ who^ by his 
collaboration with Mr. William Tebb in the authorship of that 
now well-known work, 'Premature Burial, and How it may be 
Prevented,' as well as in various other ways, has actively pro- 
moted the cause of the association, desires to express its deep- 
sympathy with his family, and its sense of the great loss which, 
the movement has sustained by his decease.** 

Mr. Wm. Tebb, to whose pen we are mainly indebted 
for the production of the first edition of this work 
(the greater part of which was written by him in 
India, in the year 1895), is still with us, watching 
and advising in the compilation of the new edition 
with all the keenness of his ardent nature in spite o( 
advancing years. 

Bom in Manchester — ^the birthplace of many notable 
reformers— on the 22nd October, 1830, he was in his 
youth during the stirring times when Cobden, Bright,. 
Fox, Thompson, Joseph Hume, Ebenezer Elliot, and 
many others, roused the masses to a sense of the 
injustice of the Com Laws and the ''protective system,** 
and, catching the inspiration of these brilliant ex* 
ponents of freedom and sympathy, a few years later 
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found him in Massachusetts, in the United States of 
America, in the thick of the prolonged struggle for 
the emancipation of four millions of slaves. He 
became personally acquainted with William Lloyd 
Garrison, the great anti-slavery apostle, with Wendell 
Phillips, Theodore Parker, Adin Ballou, and other 
leaders, and here by pen and voice assisted for 
several years in exposing and denouncing the shameful 
tiaflfic in human flesh. 

In order to pursue his investigations into the 
subject of the present treatise, and to obtain first- 
hand information calculated to assist him in the 
remedying of other evils, especially those associated 
with the spread of leprosy, Mr. Tebb has travelled 
in nearly every portion of the globe. 

Failing health and advancing years have now 
compelled him to leave the more arduous work 
connected with the various reforms ^ with which his 
name is associated, and which owe so much to his 
seal and enterprise, to younger men, whose privilege 
it ever is to build upon the foundations laid for 
them by the self-sacrificing efforts of old pioneers 
who have stood grimly and fearlessly in early days 
against the odds of custom, prejudice, influence, and 



My own work in the present volume has consisted 
laigdy in bringing the treatise as far as possible up 
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to date. Cases of less importance, appearing in the . 
first edition, have had to make way for those of 
f^preater importance, and the work has been enlarged 
to the extent of fifty extra pages in order to 
accommodate new material. 

The greatest care has been taken in selecting only 
such illustrations of the subjects dealt with as appear 
to be authentic, and on this account much reliance 
has been placed upon the evidence and statements of 
medical men. It is needless to say that, were all the 
evidence which has accumulated of late years to be < 

printed, it would require a volume of considerably | 

larger dimensions than the present one. < 

The evidence, however, which has been adduced is ] 

sufficient, both in variety and directness, to arouse the || 

careful and thoughtful reader to a realisation of the I; 

important question which is hereby raised, and [ 

demands that prompt action be taken by the British j,' 
legislature in order to guard against the repetition 

in this country of the many awful incidents narrated ^ 

in the following pages. 

r 
WALTER R. HADWEN. 

Glouckster, October, 1904. 
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The fact that a second edition of this work has been 
called for is sufficient evidence of the interest which 
the subject of Premature Burial has created in the 
public mind. There are still, however, persons who 
look upon anyone who seriously touches this question 
as a sensation-monger ; but among the masses of the 
people of to-day, especially of the more thoughtful, 
there is an undercurrent of suspicion that all is not 
right, and it is increasingly felt that something should 
be, and must be, done to remove every element of 
doubt which may be associated with the delicate 
dividing line that lies between latent life and actual 
death. 

The peculiar directions laid down by numerous 
testators, such as Herbert Spencer, Edmond Yates. 
Miss Frances Power Cobbe, Wilkie Collins, and others ; 
the feverish search for, and advocacy of, various in* 
ventions by way of injections, of physical tests, and 
of ''safety coffins'*; and the increasing popularity of 
cremation, all point to the anxiety which is felt lest 
the horrible fate of premature burial should tragically 
close a life's career. 
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It b to be r^^retted that medical tradition has 
encouraged the idea that the possibility of burying 
alive is absurd. It is frequently ui^ed, as an argu- 
ment against our contention, that no such irreparable 
mistake as is implied therein is ever likely to be 
made by a medical man. That it is possible, however, 
for medical men to make the serious mistake of 
certifying as **desid'' persons who are living will be 
amply proved in the following pages; but when it is 
remembered that a medical man is entitled by law 
to give a death-certificate without seeing the supposed 
dead at all, and, moreover, that this is the usual 
practice, it will be readily conceived that the " pro- 
tection" claimed for the public does not rest upon 
the most substantial foundation. 

It has been repeatedly stated that the numerous 
published instances of premature coffinment, premature 
burial* and narrow escapes, have never been corrobo- 
rated. Some writers, with amazing assumption, have 
gone so far as to state that "'not a single instance 
of premature burial has ever been substantiated by 
evidence such as would carry conviction to a critical 
mind." I ask,, in reply, why is it that, of the numerous 
instances which have been published from time to 
time, any attempt at disproof has rarely, if ever, been 
forthcoming? 

It, however, but a tithe of the hundreds of horrifying 



Digitized by 



Google 



INTRODUCTION TO SECOND EDITION. 2$ 

tragedies which have been collected and recorded 
by many scientific and painstaking authorities are 
true, they form a sufficient ground for the fear 
that, owing to the laxity of our laws, a still larger 
number kre consigned to the ghastliest of deaths. 
And when, in addition to the fact that death- 
certificates are usually given without any medical 
inspection at all, it is remembered that the Home 
Secretary, on the 5th of March, 1903, reported over 
fifty-three thousand burials during the past five years 
without even the formality of certifying the causes 
of death, the sense of security will not be by any 
means encouraged. 

In commenting upon a Bill which has *been laid 
before the Massachusetts Legislature for the purpose of |'. 

guarding against premature burial, the Medical Press t| 

of April 27, 1904, describes the stringent tests of \ 

death which are therein proposed for adoption as 
''elaborate nonsense," and the fear of being buried «! 

alive is ridiculed by the editor as a ''bc^ey.'' This ^y^ 

is not in accordance with the views of the nfiost \\ 

eminent authorities in Europe, who have again and 
again declared the danger to be a real one. The late 
Professor Huxley, F.R.S., testified that the ''sign of * 
death was an extraordinarily difficult question,'' and 
Sir Benjamin Ward Richardson, after many years of 
investigation, finally sUted, in the Asd^iad, that the 
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if only trustworthy sign of death was ^distinct indication 



of putrefactive decomposition." 



Direct evidence as to premature burial is very 
diflkult to obtain, as the proportion of disinterments 
'i to burials is only about one in. fifty thousand ; but 

I there is sufficient evidence to show that the danger 

} exists. Dr. Franz Hartmann, who has devoted con- 

siderable attention to this subject, states that during 
|i the months of May and June, 1896^ he received no 

less than sixty-three letters from people who had 
. , escaped burial alive at the last moment In all, he 

i has collected over seven hundred cases, and furnished 

It 

I detaib of over one hundred. The Lancit has borne 

frequent testimony to these disasters ; and in its issue . 
of September 12, 1896^ p. 78s» is recorded the follow- 
ing from its Cork correspondent as having occurred 
at Little Island, Ireland, which, the writer says, is 
thoroughly vouched for: — ^^A child of four years of 
9ijgt contracted (^rphoid) fever, and to all ordinary 
appearances died. The time of the funeral was 
appointed, and friends were actually on their way 
to attend it When the supposed corpse was about 
to be removed from the bed to the coffin signs 
of animation were exhibited. The services of the 
medical man were again requisitioned, and the child, 
opportunely rescued from such a terrible death, is 
now progressing satis&ctorily*" 
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A 'Meath" occurred in Cheltenham some years ago, 
of which I was informed by a lady who was in the 
house at the time. The funeral arrangements were 
in full operation, when the *' corpse'' — a gentleman 
of over seventy years of age — sat up, and lived for 
more than two years in the full enjoyment of hut 
faculties, notwithstanding the fact that he had been 
certified dead I A gentleman of my acquaintance, 
living in Brussels at the present time, was, some few 
years ago, certified as dead by his medical attendant, 
laid out for dead, and was just on the point of 
being carried to the grave, when he gave signs of 
life. Instances such as these point conclusively to 
the dangers and the risks associated with death- 
counterfeits, and the necessity there is to consider 
seriously how such dangers and risks may be avoided. 

The law protects the citizen's life, property, and 
every other interest up to the moment when the death 
scene supervenes; then it leaves him, and provides no 
protection whatever against mistakes which may be 
made at this supreme crisis. The extensive Biblio- 
graphy at the close of this volume is sufficient to 
show that a subject which has created so much 
attention among the highest scientific authorities in 
this and other countries is one which is worthy of 
immediate and earnest consideration by the Lq^'s- 
lature. Every citizen has a fundamental right to hYe, 
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and in the interests of the citizen, of his family, and 
of the State, the latter should protect that right by 
every means in its power, by guarding against its 
sacrifice. The Medical Tinus and Hospital Gasette 
of April 18, 1903, in a leading article on death- 
certification, has well said: — ^"It must be remembered, 
as we have more than once demonstrated, that there 
is a powerful and increasing body of public opinion 
in this country demanding some safeguard against 
what is believed to be the possibility of burial alive, 
^ in consequence of the present laxity of the law." 

Our object is to press upon the public the urgent 
necessity of enactment by Parliament — ^That no medical 
certificate of death shall be accepted unless the person 
s^ing it shall have seen and carefully examined the 
body of the person so certified ; that such body shall 
not be buried until the first sign of putrefaction is 
apparent ; and that, in the interests of life and health, 
attractive waiting mortuaries, somewhat after the 
pattern of those erected on the Continent (described 
in chapter xxii. of this edition), shall be provided by 
every sanitary district in the kingdom. 

WALTER R. HADWEN. 



Digitized by 



Google* 



OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 



TMB SPECTATOR {LONDON). 

** An attempt to show that %'ery fi^reiit dnngrm ^xi»t from out 
neglect of basing the decision that death has taken phice upon any 
symptom but the absolute one of putrefaction has just been made 
in a %-er7 interesting book, entitled ' Premature Burial.' To do this 
a very great number of cases of premature burial have been collected 
and set forth. We are itho«'n that these cases in fact occurred, be- 
cause men are apt to count as signu of death signs which are not 
absolute, and may only indicate suspended animation. From this the 
writers argue, and as «'c think justly, that tliere shouM be a change 
of the law as regards death certification, and as to the treattnoAl of 
bodies before interment." 

TMB WBSTMiNSTBM RBViBW. 

" The work on ' Premature Burial,' by Mr. Tebb and Col. E. P. 
Vollunt, has already attracted t*onsideroble notice, but we have not 
been able to notice it as early as it deser\'cd. *l*he subject is a pain- 
ful one, and it demands moi^ attention than has yet been give to it, 
though the twenty or more |>agcs of the bibliography of the subject 
appe n ded to this volume show that it has not been neglected. But 
from the frequency of the occurrences described, we are led to bo* 
lieve that people generally, and ordinary medical practitioners, do 
not appreciate the seriousness of the matter. Without entering into 
deulte, we hope that this book will meet with the atlentkm it de> 
serves, and that it may be the means of saving many people in futurt 
from that most horrible fate imaginable, known as a * living tomb.* '* 

DAiLV NBW8 (lONDONU 

" .A work well «-orthy of serious consideration. It would seem 
that the Go%'ernment might do worse than appoint a Royal Com* 
mission to inquire into the «*hole subject of such alkgatlons. ** 

LBBOB MBBCUBY. 

" ' Pramature Burial ' deals with a subject that is a real sourrt 
of anxiety to a good many people, and which, to the disgrace of the 
legtslaturt, b not an altcmther unreasonable trouble. We ars tee 
casual in our methods of death registration: too much latitude is 
given le reglstraffe of deaths, who, in the large majority of c 
rttthrt cenmcattt from medical men who have not actually 
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the ramaiiis of those «'hose deaths they oertify. We must do the 
aiithon the Justice to acknowledge that they have not quoted the 
vwnr ghastly cases on record, but those from reliable and scientific 
men, who may be presumed to write without bias. Cor r espondence 
in our own ooiomns has shown that the fear of premature burial is 
tolerably widespread, and if such books as this lead to the exercise 
of mors cars on the part of reiponsible authorities, they will have 
done good serrioe. Altogether, it is a more reasonable book on this 
subject than one generally gets hold of.** 

MAMCMBSTBM COUMBM. 

*' In the houses of the poor the delay (between death and burial) 
b a cause of sorrowful inconvenience, and sometimes it is objected 
10 on sanitary grounds. Neither of these considerations, however, 
can be allowed to weigh for a moment against the supreme im- 
portance of verifying the fact of death. This ia a point as to whkh 
it is 10 be hoped mre will be no giving way on the part of the 
conssrvative instincts of our people. So lon^ as it is mainuined, 
there can be no appreciable danger of the fnghtlol contingency of 



'* Unfortunately the fact is bsjvond dispute that many people have 
been buried alive, and have regained consciousness within the coffin* 
Eao«^gh air is buried with a man in a coffin to support life for a 
' of hours, and even beyond that air will filter through 



TUB SCOTSMAN. 

'* The book sets forth, with an eztcnsivo learning in the literature 
of itt subiect (of which it gives a full biblwgraphy), a number of 
cases of live sepulture, and uses them as the basis of nn argument 
for legisiatioo to establish waiting mortuaries, and tako other pre- 
cantione against such interments. The book will prove useful to 
farteiosted in itt subject. 



MBWCASTLB CHROMCLB. 

*' Society is indebted to the authon for a scientific and tem- 
perately written treatise, in which the more sensational and 
horrifying cases are avoided, with the view of sparing the reader 
imnnrrssary pain. There can be no question that Che eooner this 
subject Is ncthpsiy dealt with the better for the coomranity." 

moMCBOPAniie wobuk 

important work containkig a vast amount of unimpeachable 
10 show that a vary rsal danger existt, and that si ^ 
I ought to be taken to safeguard the public agafaist it.* 
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RALL MALL QAMBTTB. 

" Horrible at are some of the deuils, they enforce the authon* 
plea for more careful examination of the preiumabiy dead, and their 
argument! have great force.*' 

UVBRPOOL POST. 

"The moral of the book it that burial alive is a far greatar 
danger thara most people suppose." 

BiRMiMOHAM DAILY QAEBTTB. 

" That there is real danger in hurried interments, no one who 
glances at this volume can doubt, and the authors' contention that \ 
the subject of the book should be legislated upon is reasonable. The ' 
book is greatly enhanced in value by an exhaustive bibllQgraphy and 
an excellent index." 

BBIBTOh TiMBS. 

" The whole subject is exhaustively treated in this volume, which 
people interested would do well to give their careful perusal. It is 
extremely well done." 

SHBPPiBLD TBLBORAPH. 

" A valuable and interesting volume." 

BBLPA3T NBWS LBTTBH, 

*' The work sets forth some very convincing statements, and has 
fully justified the authors in presenting their joint opinion on a 
subject that ought to concern the community. They adduce quite a 
plethora of evidence to susuin their contention." 

TUB CHRISTIAN WORLD. 

" An elaborate treatise touching every side of this subject bears 
the signatures of William Tebb, F.R.G.S., and Colonel Edward 
Perry Vollum, M.D., both of whom have had personal experiences 
of a kind that leads them to think that many people are dally buried 
alive. The uncertainty of the signs of death is dealt with at great 
length, and historical and contemporaneous cases of recovery from 
apparent death are cited." 

TUB UTBRARY WORLD {LONDOH). 

" The subject of premature burial is one of universal interest, and 
those who have it at heart cannot do better than make themselves 
as familiar with the subject as the exhaustive work before us admits. 
The writers have brought together a mass of facts and figures bear* 
ing on the question, and their conclusions are not to be denied or 
their labour undervalued. Tlie h^ok may sirifce « thard of hUofiti^ 
and arr€H an attantion ikai will hi tha mHM$ 0/ a thoraugk r€€ot^ 
sidMratian of out huridi intioms.** 

\ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



32 OPINIONS OF THE PRESa 

TUB TWO WORLDS {MANGUaSTBin. 

*< As the itndy of these eounterfeiu of death forms no part of the 
orimuj medioU oirricaliiin, it is no grau wonder that these fiOftl 
and terrible mtsuket do occur. Tho subject is one of deep and vital 
uHertit to Che whole eoaunuaity." 

OAtLY CHROMiCLB. 

*' There is no doubt that the law should require a certiBcate from 
the doctor, not only that he had attended the |»atient in his last 
illness, and that he was suffering from a disease likely to cause 
death, but that he (the doctor) had also inspected the body and had 
satisfied himself of the fact that death had actually occurred." 

PLYMOUTH MOHMtNO NBWS. 

** The book is calculated to arouse public interest in an important 
but much neglected subject, and it will be well for it to receive that 
•tttntkNi to which the gravity of the questkm entitles It.*' 

TUB MOSPtTAL {LONDON), 
** The book is nicely got up, and is of a popular readable char- 

TNB BBtTiSU WBBKLY (LONDON). 

" An able and elaborate nKmograph, which it treau in the most 
thorough and exhaustive fashion, with innumerable references and a 
bibliography of the whole subject in many tongues. It is simply 
horrifying to learn that the risk of being buried alive is quite real, 
and ro nsi der a bly greater than ordinary persons imagine." 

TUB COUNCiLLOB AND OUARDiAN OjONDONU 

''No one with an open mind could read the volume without 
coming to the ooneluskm that the authors had succeeded In estab- 
lishing a very strong case." 

TUB MBBALD OP MBALTM (LONDON). 
" The subject of this book is of deep and universal uiterest, and 
should be specially so to all who are c o ncerned with our physical «*en- 
being and the preservation of healthy human life to the utmost 
Cmit that nature permits. Indeed, its imporunce is generally 
recognised in the abstract: but little is done or attempted to give 
practical effect to this recognition. No doubt this is mainly due to 
ignorance or inadvertence, and to the fallacy too often fostered by 
medical authority that the risk, if any, is so utterly insignificant that 
pmctieally It may be disregarded as of no moment and need not he 
cakes into account. As a matter of fact, however, the writers have 
clearly shown by reference to welKauthenticated Instances that such 
not so infrequent as is generally supposed. Indeed, the 
B of the day give abundant eiamples of those who have 
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narrowly escaped this ghastly fate, and it is much to be feared tluit 
its fatal completion is still more common. The authors of this book 
appear each to have pursued a separate line of investigation ; the 
one was led to it from the circumstance that a relative was belie\'ed 
to be the subject of premature burial, and the other from having 
himself been laid out for dead, and having but narrowly escaped 
that terrible catastrophe against which he now raises his wammg 
voice. The subject under consideration has of late been much 
debated in the newspapers, but the interest in it is by no means Qf 
recent origin, as is shown by the bibliographv appended to this 
volume, the titles of books and pamphlets on the subject alone, as 
there given, occupving no less than twenty-five pages; but it may 
well be doubted if it has ever before received such systematic search- 
ing and thorough treatment as in the present work. 

" Fortunately, this is no class or party question, no vested interest 
is threatened, and the time appears singularly opportune for prompt 
and effective legislation to allay widespread popular apprehension, 
which, unchecked, might becorne a panic.'* 

HBALTM. 

" Of all the %-arious forms of suspended animation and apparent 
death, trance and catalepsy are the least understood and the most 
likely to lead the subject of them to a premature burial, and 
to these the authors have devoted considerable attention, and other 
interesting chapters deal with the questions of animal and so-called 
human hibernation, premature burial, probable causes of premature 
burial, predisposing causes and conditions of death-counterfeits, the 
danger of hasty burials, the signs of death, the duration of death 
counterfeits, deinth certification, the Jewish practice of early burial, 
etc. 

" In order to prevent unneccsMirv pain to the reader on a 
subject so distressing in its nature, the more sensational cases of 
premature burial have been omitted, but these can be found In 
abundance in the writings of Druhier, Koppen, Kempner, Lenor- 
mand, Bouchut, Russell Fletcher, and others.** 

TUB WBBKLY TiMBS AND BCUO. 

" ' Premature Burial ' deser\'es careful perusal and serious con- 
sideration. We fully believe the medical profession are blind, as a 
rule, to the necesnity for greater care in the giving of death certifi- 
cates, and that the danger of burying people who have not really 
died is a growing and ghastly one. The numerous rases record«*d 
in this volume must convince' any unbiassed reader that this Is the 



TUB ttUMAMTARiAS. 

'* This book is a substantial well-printed octavo volume of four 
hundred pages divided into twenty-two chapters, each dealing with 
some particular phase of the general subject, such as trance, 
catalepsy, premature burial, narrow escapes from premature burial, 
prtdisJMsing causes and conditions of death counterfeits, the danger 
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of hasty burials, death oertificates, and suggestions for prevention. 
Tha authors tell us that the work ha^ been prepared with the view 
to guiding the public to the dangers of our present mode of treating 
the apparently dead, in the hope that reforms and preventive 
measures may be instituted without delay in order to put an end 
to such unnecessary domestic tragedies. 

"There are also six appendices and a valuable bibliography. 
Although attention has of late been largely directed to this question 
by discussions in the press, and considerable interest in it has been 
revived, probably many will be surprised to find that the question 
raised is by no means of recent origin, and that those who have 
written upon it have not been a few alarmlns and faddists, but in 
■any esses men of the highest reputation and scientific aitainment 

*' Notwilhstandiag the number of books ncntioned in the biblio* 
l^mpby appended to thb volume, there can be no doubt that this 
IS the moit vahmbie and important oontribution to the literature of 
tha subject in the English language which has yet appeared ; it may 
not be such attractive reading as the fashionable novel, and some 
of its details may appear gruesome, but its importance can hardly 
be orer-estimated. 

" The book is thoroughly scientific in its spirit and its treatment 
of the question: It is temperately written, and its bibliography a 
monument of careful and laborious research, its exact reference to 
the numerous authonties ijuoted makes It not only valuable as a 
useful book lor present readmg but for future reference. We cordially 
comme n d it, and have no doubt that it will be largely instrumental 
•n attaining the laudable object for which it has been written.'* 

WBSTMN MAiL iCARDiPPU 
'* Though attempts have been made in certain quarters to pooh- 
pooh the subject, no one who reads this work can doubt that burial 
alive is by no means an uncommon occ u rrence. There it wmfie 
remsom /er the app€mranc4 e/ the booh." 

aSMKBHUBAD NEWS. 

**A priori, one would thhik that it is easy enough to tell when a 
man is dead, or at least for the qualified medical man to do so. But 
in view of the lamenUUe mistakes that are on record, one comea 
to the conclusion that there are inslanoes whera It is very difiicult, 
if not impossible for anyone to say for cerUin that life is extinct. 
Tane akme wiU show." 

THB MDUM SnCTATOR (BOMBAYU 

"There ara few things (hat serve to inspira hi men's minds 
greater terror than tha idea of being buried alive. The autfaora 
die a number of cases lo show that tha ceasing of the principle of 
life to manifest its activity In a human body is no proof of actual 
death. After p r essmio g convincing proofo of the accuracy and 
frequency of such cases, ttiey proceed lo formulate methods by which 
tfw crud pracliees should be dlMwiragod tot the future/' . 
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SATURDAY RBVtBW, 

*' Many of the pointi to which they (the authors) draw attention, 
the perfunctory fashion, for instance, in which death certificates an 
made out, are worthy of earnest consideration.** 

UQtrr. 

" We are glad to see tliat Mr. Tebb and Dr. VoUum*s imporUnt 
woric on ' Premature Burial and how it may be Prevented ' is attract- 
ing considerable attention. The book has special reference to trance, 
catalepsy, and other forms of suspended anmiation, and is therefore 
of peculiar interest to us. It is not at all necessary to attempt to 
work up feeling on the subject, and the writers of this book avoid 
it. They are practical men, and understand how to let facts speak 
for themselves. The larger half of the book deals with the danger ; 
and here the demonstration is complete. A discussion of remedies 
follows, the one most relied upon being mortuaries, the structure 
and management of which are carefully described. These, say our 
authors, ' ought to be providiKl, as far as practicable, in everv parish, 
and ceruinly in every Sanitary District in the United Kingdom, 
and by the Boards of Health in the United States, and Adapted to 
the requirements of the population.* We entirelv agree. This is 
tlu remedy, as anyone would see who would carefully read Chapter 
XXI. of this helpful book, a chapter which ought to be printed 
separately and well distributed to county and parish councils.^* 

MBOtCAL TtMBS AND MOSPtTAL OAZBTTB. 

" This book is oMentially practical, well written, free from dry- 
ness or redundancy. Though it does not profess to esUblish an 
absolute method of guaranteeing us all from the horrors of prem»- 
ture interment, still it teems with so much practical information on 
the subject that our boasted modern sanitary science must be poor 
indeed if it learns naught therefrom. We agree' with its implication 
that from an over-worked and not over-practical Parliament little 
amelktratlon is at present to be hoped for, but that assuredly private 
initiative in these days of philanthropic associations ought to 
supplement this. And no better step can be taken in that direction 
than by promoting the circulation and careful perusal of the most 
able work we have yet encountered on this all-important subject." 

TUB BXAMINBR iCBYLOPfi. 

" One of the authors visited Ceylon, at the beginning of this year, 
and cites facts from the customs in vogue in this island to show that 
there is absolutely no security against premature burial, with the 
names of various authorities. Some sensible and practioil sugges- 
tions are made to prepare the way for bringing about certain nemd 
reforms* 

MBOtCAL RBCORO (NBW VDJMD. 

'* The pages are replete with instructive though at times gruesome 
details, and the subject is one of such vast importance that it would 

\ 
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be well for all medical men who are noc already familiar with iti 
literature to read the book and remember the leMon. it teaches. Any- 
thinf must be ifiielcome which will tend to remove the tenteleas fear 
of the dead, and prevent friends from deserting the bedside the 
moment life ia supposed to be extinct, giving o9tr the bodv to those 
who will immediately take steps to complete the extinction rather 
than to fan back into life any spark of vitality which may remain 
in a doubtful case." 

NBW YORK MBRAUk 

** An exhaustive treatise into the causes of premature burial and 
oo the methods of preventing this terrible danger, which is likely to 
attract general attention. Tnere is something about the mere idea of 
being buried alive which causes one to shudder, and when specialists 
affirm that the number of cases of premature burial are numbered by 
thousands, the questk>n becomes one which appeals to the sympathy 
and cooperation of the community at large. 

aosTON (I/.S.) hbrauk 

** The authors have examined into the causes of suspended anima* 
tioa. and studied the literature on the subject. They furnish proofs 
to ^K»w that many people are buried alive in all countries not pro- 
sseted by laws. The present serious 
eyes ton rsnl 
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PREMATURE BURIAL, 



AND 



HOW IT MAY BE PREVENTED. 



SOME FORMS OF SUSPENDED ANIMATION. 



CHAPTER I. 



TRANCE. 



Of all the various forms of suspended animation and 
apparent death, trance and catalepsy are the least 
understood, and the most likely to lead the subject of 
them to premature burial ; the laws which control them 
have perplexed pathologists in all ages, and appear to • 
be as insoluble as those which govern life itself. 

Its Nature and Symptom& 

In an interesting article upon the subject by A. T. 
Myers, M. A., M.D., M.R.C.P., which appears in " Fowler's 
Dictionary of Practical Medicine,** the writer says:— 
" Trance, in the ordinary sense, is a term of somewhat 
vague limits, but had best, perhaps, be confined to a 
prolonged and rare condition of abnormal sleep, which 
is produced by no known external agency, is generally 
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43 TRANCE. 

entirely passive, in which the vital functions are reduced 
to an abnormally low minimum, and from which the 
entranced patients cannot be aroused by such ordinary 
excitants as would be more than sufficient to wake them 
firom normal sleep. They can assimilate food artificially 
given, and may remain in this trance condition for as 
kmg as twenty-three weeks (Gairdner), or even for a 
year (P. Richer)L . . . There is an absence, complete 
or incomplete, of sensation, and, in a less degree, of 
motion ; and of deep and superficial muscular reflexes. 
The breathing becomes nearly imperceptible, it may 
even be impossible to see any cloud on a dear mirror 
held before the mouth ; the respiratory movements may 
be imperceptible, or at least so infrequent as three in 
two minutes, the pulse and the action of the heart may 
be impalpable^ though the condition of the retina will 
show that very slow circulation is still being kept up. 
The temperature is low, but has not been observed below 

Its Variations and Dangers. 
In Fagge & Pye Smith's Text-book of Medicine, 4th 
edition, voL i., p. 972, the authors, commenting .upon the 
symptoms as described above, remark: — ^" These are the 
cases which have led to the popular belief that death is 
sometimes only apparent, and that there may be a 
danger of persons being buried alive ; and it cannot be 
denied that a patient in such a condition may easily be 
allowed to die by careless or ignorant attendants, or 
m^t be buried before death." Dr. Herbert Mayo, in 
* Letters on Truths contained in Popular Superstitions,** 
pL 34, after detailing similar s^[ns and symptoms, asserts: 
—* There has occurred every shade of this condition that 
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can be imagined, between the occasional slight mani- 
festations of suspension of one or other of the vital 
functions, and their entire disparition." He adds: — ** In 
any form of disease where the body is brought into a 
certain state of debility, death-trance may supervene." 

Macnish, who says the function of the heart must 
go on, and even of the lungs, however slightly, 
declares : — ^ No affection to which the animal frame is 
subject, is more remarkable than this. . . . There is 
such an apparent extinction of every faculty essential to 
life, that it is inconceivable how existence should go on 
during the continuance of the fit" — (Philosophy of 
51eep, Glasgow, 1834, pp. 225-6.) 

In "Quain's Dictionary of Medicine," 1902, Dr. W. R. 
'Gowers says : — " The mental functions seem in most cases 
to be in complete abeyance. No manifestation of 
consciousness can be observed or elicited by the most 
powerful cutaneous stimulation, and on recovery no 
recollection of the state is preserved ; but in some 
cases volition only is lost, and the patient is aware of all 
that passes, although unable to give the slightest 
evidence of consciousness." 

" In the cases in which the depression of the vital 
functions reaches an extreme degree, the patient appears 
dead to casual, and sometimes to careful, observation. 
This condition has been termed 'death-trance' (Schein- 
tod). Persons have certainly been buried in this state; 
and during the recent epidemic of influenza, an Italian 
narrowlyescaped interment duringthe consequent trance." 

Dr. Gowers quotes a well-authenticated case mentioned 
by Mr. John Chippendale, F.R.C.S., in the Lan^t, 1889, 
vol. i., p. 1,173, of & inan, who during an illness was 
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adzed with trance, and who yet, whilst lying in " cold 
abstraction,'' was aware of all that was passing.- At last, 
as he was about to be covered in his coffin, his mental 
condition was such, that he broke into a profuse sweat, 
which was fortunately perceived, and he recovered, and 
was able to recount his experiences. 

He further mentions a case, observed by Rosenthal, 
where, thirty hours after supposed death, the muscles 
were still excitable, and in forty hours the pajtient awoke. 

Dr. Mason Good, in * Standard of Medicine," voL v., p. 
61-8, relates a case of ** death-trance," in which a patient 
was fortunate enough to have her interment postponed in 
order to allow B,/asi fuarUm (I) examination to be made. 
On being submitted to the scalpel, the first touch 
brought her to her senses, and threw her into a state of 
violent agitation, the anatomist being almost as frightened 
as herself. 

Conditions Influencing Trance. 

Hufeland says in his ''Uncertainty of Death": — 
* It often happens that a person is buried in a trance, 
knowing all the preparations for the interment, and this 
affects him so much that it prolongs the trance by its 
depressing influence. How long can a man exist in a 
state of trance? Is there no sign by which the remain* 
ii^ spark of life may be recognised? Do no means 
exist to prevent awakening in the grave? Nothing can 
be said as to its duration ; but we do know that diflfer- 
enoes in the cause and circumstances will cause a diflfer- 
enoe in duratioiL The amount of strength of the person 
would have great effect in this. "Weak persons, broken 
clown by excesses, would die sooner than the strong. 
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The nature of the disease would make a difference. 
Old age is less liable to trance than the young. Long 
sickness destroys the sources of life, and shortens the 
process of death. Sorrow and trouble, and numerous 
diseases, seem to bring on death ; yet ofttimes the source 
of life in them exists to its full extent, and what seems 
in them to be death may be only a fainting fit, or cramp, 
which temporarily interrupts the action of life. Women 
are more liable to trance than men ; most cases have 
happened in them. Trance may exist in the new-bom ; 
give them time, and many of them revive. The smell 
of the earth is at times sufficient to. wake up a case of 
trance. Six or seven days, or longer, are often required 
to restore such cases." (Extracted from pp. 10-24.) 

NoTAiiLE Instances. 

Many notable persons have at one time or another been 
subject to this disorder. Speaking of Benjamin Disraeli, 
Mr. J. Fitzgerald Molloy, in his " Life of the Gorgeous 
Lady Blessington," vol. xi., pp. 37-38, says that in his 
youth he was seized with fits of giddiness during which 
the world would swing round him ; he became abstracted 
and once fell into a trance, from which he did not recover 
for a week. 

The mother of General Lee, the well-known Confede- 
rate General in the American Civil War, was subject to 
trance seizures, and on one occasion was pronounced 
dead by the physician, and " buried" Whilst, however, the 
sexton was filling in the grave, he heard loud crying and 
knocking, and Mrs. Lee was rescued from her perilous 
position and a horrible fate. 

A romantic but true story attaches to Mount Edg- 
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cumbe. In the church which adjoins the estate, the 
grandmother of the present earl was buried alive. In a 
trance she was laid for dead in the family vault It was 
known that upon one of her fingers mtbs a precious ring. 
The sexton went at dead of night, and endeavoured to 
force the trinket from the lad/s hand. It aroused 
her, and she sat up. The man fled in terror, leaving the 
doors of the vault and church open. Lady Mount 
Edgcumbe walked to her house in her shroud Upon 
being received by her husband she fainted. When she 
revived, she found herself in bed, dressed in her ordinary 
sleeping attire. She was induced to believe that she 
had been the victim of a hideous nightmare, and never 
knew the real circumstances. 

The late Madame Blavatsky was subject to death- 
like trances, and Dr. Franz Hartmann informs me that 
she would have been buried alive if Colonel Olcott had 
not telegraphed to let her have time to awaken. 

Schwartz, the first eminent Indian missionary, was 
roused from his supposed death by hearing his favourite 
hymn sung over him previous to the last rites being 
performed, and his resuscitation*was made known by his 
joining in the verse 

Remarkable Case of Lethargic Stupor. 

The ZtfUM^/, of December 22, 1883, pp. 1078-80,, 
contains particulars from the pen of W. T. Gairdner^ 
ILD^ L L.D., etc. Professor of Medicine in the Uni- 
vefBity of Glasgow, of a remarkable case of trance^ 
extending continuously over more than twenty-three 
weeks, which attracted a considerable amount of notoriety 
at the time, and led to an extensive discussion. In his 
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comments upon the case, the author continues in the 
issue of January 5» 1884, pp. 5-6: — ^^'The peculiar in- 
terest of the present case is that it is altogether devoid 
of . . . romantic incidents. The patient is a mother 
of a family, and has lived a strictly domestic and (up to 
a short time before her seizure) healthy and r^[ular life. 
There is no history of inveterate hysteria, or of long 
continued rapt contemplation ; nor has there been the 
slightest evidence of any craving after notoriety, either 
before the attack, or since its termination. The moral 
atmosphere, in short, surrounding the phenomena, is alto- 
gether unfavourable to exaggeration and imposture, for 
which, indeed, no reasonable motive can be assigned 
Nevertheless, under these very commonplace conditions, 
concurring with some degree of melancholy or mental 
despondency after delivery, but, during a convalescence 

otherwise normal, Mrs. M'l presents to our notice a 

condition of suspended consciousness and disordered in- 
nervation in no d^ree less extreme than the " trances " 
or cataleptic attacks which have been recorded as the 
result of the most aggravated hysteria, or as the miracles 
of religious ecstacy and profound mental emotion. She 
becomes, for the long period of over a hundred and sixty 
days continuously, an almost mindless automaton, con- 
nected with the external world only through a few 
insignificant reflexes, and through the organic functions. 
She is absolutely passive as r^^ards everything that 
demands spontaneous movement, and betrays almost no 
sign of sensation, general or special, when subjected to the 
several tests that can be applied short of physical injury." 
In further notes upon the case in the Lancet^ of January 
12, 1884, p. 58, Professor Gairdner cites the case of a 

\ 
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woman of small stature, and weak mental capacity, aged 
27, who, when under the care of Dr. Langdon Down, at 
the London Hospital, became suddenly somnolent, and 
had to be fed by nutrient enemata for three weeks, and 
for some days by a tube forced through the nostrils into 
the stomach. Dr. Langdon Down furnished him with 
the following interesting particulars. 

"* My patient, who was in a state of trance, recovered 
somewhat suddenly after about four weeks, and left the 
hospital The first indication of returning consciousness 
was observed when I was reading to my class at her bed- 
side one of the numerous letters that I had received en- 
treating me not to have her buried until something which 
the writers recommended had been done. The para- 
graph of the Mtdical Jourtud got into some Welsh paper, 
and then went the round of the provincial press ; hence 
the number of letters I received. This,- special one was 
fiom an old gentleman of 84 years, who, when he was 
24, was thought to be dead, and whose friends had 
assembled to follow him to the grave, when he heard the 
undertaker say : — '' Would anyone like to see the corpse 
befoce I screw him down ? ' The undertaker at the same 
time moved the head a little, and struck it against the 
coffin, on which he aroused, and sat up. On reading this 
aloud a visible smile passed over the face of my patient, 
and she returned to obvious consciousness soon after. 
She has not come under observation since she left the 
hospital* 

A Physician's Personal Experience. 

Thomas More Madden, M.D., F.ILCS (Edia), in an 
article on **Death's Counterfeit" in the MMcal Press 
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and Circular, vol. I, April 27, 1887, pp. 386-8, rdates 
the following cases of '* sihcaUid liysterk trance ^ : — 

** A young lady, Miss R , apparently in perfect 

health, went to her room after luncheon to make some 
change in her dress. A few minutes afterwards she was 
found lying on her bed in a profound sleep, from which 
she could not be awakened. When I first saw her 
twenty-four hours later, she was sleeping tranquilly, the 
decubitus being dorsal, respiration scarcely perceptible, 
pulse seventy, and extremely small ; her face was pallid, 
lips motionless, and the extremities very cold. At this 
moment, so death-like wad her aspect, that a casual 
observer might have doubted the possibility of the vital 
spark still lingering in that apparently inanimate frame, 
on which no external stimulus seemed to produce any 
sensorial impression, with the exception that the pupils 
were normal and responded to light Sinapisms were 
applied over the heart and the legs, where they were left 
on until vesication was occasioned without causing any 
evidence of pain. Faradisation was also resorted to 
without effect In this state she remained from the 
evening of December 31st until the afternoon of January 
3rd, when the pulse became completely imperceptible ; 
the surface of the body was icy cold, the respiratory 
movements apparently ceased, and her condition was 
to all outward appearance undistinguishable from death. 
Under the influence of repeated hypodermic injections 
of sulphuric ether and other remedies, however, she 
rallied somewhat, and her pulse and temperature 
improved. But she still .5lept on until the morning of 
the 9th, when she suddenly woke up, and to the great 
astonishment of those about her, called for her clothes, \ 
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which had been removed from their ordinary place, and 
wanted to come down to breakfast, without the least 
consciousness of what had occurred. Her* recovery, I 
may add, was rapid and complete. 

''The next case of lethargy that came under my 
notice was that of a boy, who, after an attack of fever, fell 
into a state of complete lethargic coma, in which he lay 
insensible between life and death for forty-seven days, 
and ultimately recovered perfectly. 

" In a third instance of the same kindr in a lady 
under my care, the patient, after a lethargic sleep of 
twenty-seven days, recovered consciousness for a few 
hours, and then relapsed into her former comatose 
condition, in which she died 

" The fourth case of lethargy which I have seen was, 
like the first, a case of trance, which lasted for seventy 
hours, during which the flickering vital spark was only 
preserved from extinction by the involuntary action of 
the spinal and nervous centres. In this instance the 
patient finally recovered. 

" The fifth and last instance of profound lethargy that 
has come within my own observation occurred last 
autumn, in the Mater Misericordiae Hospital, in a young 
woman. .... In that instance, despite all that 
medical skill could suggest, or unremitting attention 
could dob it was found impossible to arouse the patient 
firom the apparently hysterical lethargic sleep in which 
she ultimately sank and died.'* 

I have referred to the forgoing cases occurring in one 
(diysidan's experience, as disproving the general opinion 
that lethargy or trance is so rarely met with as to be of 
little medical importance. For my own part, I have no 
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doubt that these conditions are of far more frequent oc- 
currence than is generally supposed. Moreover, I have 
had reason to know that death is occasionally so 
exactly thus counterfeited that there is good cause for 
fearing the probability of living interment in some cases 
of hasty burial. 

Extracts from Medical Literature. 

Dr. Madden observes concerning ** Death-Trance " : — 
" Although the majority of cases in which persons in this 
condition are said to have been consigned to the horrors 
of a living tomb have even less vraisemblance than the 
tale which Edgar Poe founded on the same topic, still 
there can be no doubt of the actual occurrence of such a 
calamity in some well authenticated instances." 

The above medical writer has made an exhaustive 
collection of remarkable cases of trance from the pa^es 
of medical literature. For instance, he quotes a case 
from ^ Philosophical Transactions " as far back as 1694, 
of a man aged 25, who slept for nearly a month. Two 
years later he again fell into lethargy, and at first ate, 
drank, etc, though unconsciously, but at length ceased 
doing so altogether, and continued to hibernate for seven- 
teen weeks. In August he fell asleep again, and did not 
wake until November. 

Another case, recorded in the 8th volume of ** The 
Transactions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh,** is of 
a girl who slept uninterruptedly from the ist of July 
until the ist of August 

And a still further case, noticed by Dr. Cooke in his 
'* Treatise on Nervous Diseases,** is that of a -young 
lady who was for some time subject to repeated \ 



Digitized by 



Google 



I 

t • 



52 TRANCE. 

attacks of lethai^ varying in duration from thirty to 
sixty-three houn without seeming to have suffered from 
want of food or otherwise. In the early part of the 
disease various means were employed without the smal- 
lest advantage, save that, whilst under the influence of 
mercury, which produced a very severe salivation, she 
was free from the complaint, and at length she became 
I deranged* 

Diembroeck narrates the story of a rustic who was 

• I supposed to have died of the plague, and was laid out 

for interment three days before he could be carried to 

the gmve. When in the act of being buried, he showed 

sgns of life, recovered, and lived for many years. 

f ' Dr. Alexander Wilder writing upon this subject says: 

i J —"I have a letter from Dr. Anna E. Park, 367 West 

i 1 Twenty-third Street, New York City, in which she states 

• I that she herself had been three times in danger of being 
' i buried alive." 

; j The Human Dormouse. 

The remarkable case of Marguerite Bozenval, ** The 

Dormouse of Menelles,** caused a great sensation for 

; I many years. The Paris correspondent of the Morning 

I Leader^ in a communication dated February i, 1903, 

I drew attention to the case, and on the 29th of May 

I her death was reported in the same journal. She had 

i 1 been in a trance for 20 years. In 1883, when a girl of 21, 

she had a child ; and her companion, as a joke, told her 

one day soon afterwards, that the police had come to 

arrest her. She instantly became unconscious, and, until 

t a day or two before her death, she was never aroused 

\ \ finomher unconscious condition. Her mouth and eyes 

always closed, but she was fed by a tube which 
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was inserted in her mouth, after the doctors had broken 
a tooth for the purpose. Dr. Charlier had attended her 
all the 20 years, and the first sign of dawning conscious- 
ness was in February, when her medical attendant had 
to open an abscess, and she started involuntarily. The 
day before her death, after a violent twitching of the 
limbs, she momentarily opened her eyes, flinched when 
the doctor pinched her, and subsequently asked after 
her grandfather who had been dead many years. She 
did not recognise her mother, and thought her cousin 
was her sister. The effort to speak and rouse herself 
seemed more than the enfeebled frame could bear, and 
she ceased to breathe at nine o'clock in the morning. 

A Long Sleep from Fright. 

Science Si/tings^ June 20, 1903, says: — Marie Daskalaki» 
a pretty girl of seventeen, is the object of a popular 
subscription of money to take her to Paris from Athens 
in the hope of getting her awakened from a sleep that 
has lasted for months. The history of the case is unique. 
The girl suffered from a chest affection, and being 
absokitely destitute, was given a bed in the hospital^ 
where, when near recovery, she was so frightened by 
seeing a woman dying in the next bed that she lost 
consciousness and has now been sleeping for five months 
and a half. She has since been removed to her parents* 
house, and awakes every five or six days, but ialls to 
sleep again almost immediately. She scarcely eats 
anything, sleeps with her eytM open, and appears not to 
hear anything. She is, however, very sensible in her 
waking moments, but at the slightest sound falls back 
unconscious. 
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Further Testimonies. 

The Chief ConsUble of Hereford, in a letter to Miss 
Lechmere, 8 December, 1902, mentions a case of a 
girl named Sarah Ann Dobbins, aged 1 1 years, of 27 
Blue School Street, Hereford, who died on the 12th of 
August, 1879, after being in a state of trance for three 
weeksL The body was arranged after the manner of all 
corpses, and the door of the room locked for the night 
In the morning the child wore precisely the same appear- 
ance of death ; two young ladies, a Miss Cook and a Miss 
Bethd, called about ten o'clock to see the body, and it 
was then discovered that it had moved. Dr. Smith was 
called in, and the girl recovered. Fourteen years later, 
when she was 25 years old, she committed suicide by 
drowning herself in the river Wye. 

The following case appeared in the MiddUsbaraugh 
Daify GasetU^ February 9, 1896^ and in a number of 
English papers : — 

''The yooQg Dntch maiden, Maria Cvetskeai, who now lies 
asleq> ai Stevcnsworth, has beaten the record in the annals of 
somaolenee. At the beginning of last numth she had been asleep 
far nearly three hundred days.- The doctors, who vbit her in great 
Bomber^ are agreed that there is no deception in the case. Her 
pnicnu are of excellent repute^ and it has never occurred to them 
to make any financial profit oat ol the abnormal state of their 
As to the cause of the prolooged sleepy the doctors 



Page after page might be filled with similar instances 
of these strange death counterfeits, which have led not 
only to the horrible condition of being laid out for 
interment, but in not a few well authenticated instances, 
to premature burial Alas» only a limited number of the 
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latter instances are known, but those which have come 
to light by the disturbances of old graveyards, and 
judicial enquiries, afford sufficient ground for the sugges- 
tion that many ugly secrets are locked up underground. 
We can but select a few cases out of the wealth of 
material at our disposal, and just those which appear 
to be trustworthy. 

Fatal Mistakes. 

Cases like the following which appeared in the Londa^i 
Eclio^ of January 29, 1901, are sufficient to arouse alarm 
in any sensitive nature. This journal reports that ''some 
workmen, opening a vault at Ghent yesterday, were 
horrified to discover the body of a young girl lying 
across the steps leading down into the vault She was 
quite dead, and had evidently been buried in a trance." 

A correspondent in Span Momtnis recalls the pre- 
mature burial in April, 1895, of Ovidio Rossi, Italian 
Consul at Constantinople, whose body was afterwards 
found turned over face downwards, with l^s twisted 
and hands contracted, and fists full of hair (see Figaro 
and Petit Journal^ April 30, 1895); also the fortunate 
prevention of it at the last moment, in the recent case in 
Varna, where the wife of the wealthy Russian merchant 
Ulyanon, had been medically certified, and was on the 
point of being disposed of, as dead, but who at the date 
of the last report, three weeks after the day fixed for 
the burial, had not shown the slightest sign of decom* 
position. 

The Hergford Titms of November 16, 1901, reprints 
the following case from Pauillac. A Madame Bobin 
arrived there on board the steamer ** La Plata,** from 
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Senegal. She was supposed to be suflTering from yellow 
fever, and was transfemd to the Lazaret by order of the 
officer of health. There she became worse, and appar- 
ently died. The body became rigid* and the face ashen 
and corpse-like, and in that condition she was buried. 
The nurse, however, had noticed that the body was not 
cold, and that there was tremulousness of the muscles of 
the abdomen, and expressed the opinion that Madame 
Bobin was piematurely buried. On this being jreported 
to Madame Bobin's father, he had the body exhumed, 
when it was found that a child had been bom in the 
coffin. The autopsy showed also that Madame Bobin 
had not contracted yellow fever, and had died from 
asfdiyxiation in the coffin. A suit was begun against 
the health officers and the prefect, which resulted in a 
verdict for £8fiOO damages against them. 
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CHAPTER II. 

CATALEPSY. 

Catalepsy diflfers in some of its characteristics from 
trance, but the one is often mistaken for the other. It 
is not so much a disease as a symptom of certain 
nervous disorders, to which women and children are 
more particularly liable. Catalepsy can be produced 
artificially by hypnotism. Like trance, it has often 
been mistaken for death, and its subjects buried alive 
In the religious epidemics of the Anabaptists in 1686, 
and of the Calvinists of St Medard in 173 1, catalepsy 
appears to have been a contagious diisorder induced by 
involuntary imitation. 

A Reminiscence by the Editor. 

I had a striking case in my own practice in 1895. I 
was sent for in the early hours of the morning to see a 
young girl of seventeen, who had spent practically the 
whole of the previous day in Wells Cathedral listening 
to the music and singing in some special services, 
driving afterwards some fifteen miles across country to 
the Somersetshire village where she lived. On arrival 
at the house I was informed by the weeping relatives 
that I was too late ; she was dead. The poor girl had 
fallen in a swoon, whilst sitting in a chair» soon after 
arrival home, and though every eflbrt had been made to 
rouse her they all proved. ineffectual ; even then I heard 
her distracted friends shouting her name in her ears 
without effect 
5 
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I 

I I found the patient lying with closed eyes, pale and 

I corpse-like, upon the bed; breathing was practically 

j imperceptible; and the pulse, scarcely distinguishable, 

was nevertheless small and rapid I had lifted the wrist 

from the bed in order to examine the pulse, and was 

I struck by the fact that upon releasing it the forearm 

I remained suspended and continued in a state of 

I suspension for some considerable time. I then put other 

I limbs in various positions, placed the body in absurd 

ji postures, when, to the amazement of the onlookers, such 

; positions were maintained, and apparently would have 

been maintained indefinitely had I not restored the 

j decubitus. She remained in this condition six days ; her 

} friends, one and all, failed in their eflbrts to arouse her, 

or to gain any response to their calls. Urine and faeces 

k passed involuntarily. She lived four miles from my 

residence, and therefore I could only see her morning 

and evening ; and a strange fact was that although her 

rdatives could make no impression upon her senses, I 

could, by speaking to her in a commanding voice, get 

her to swalknv milk from a feeding cupi The cataleptic 

condition continued throughout; the arms and legs 

would remain in the most tiring positions in which I 

could place them for far longer periods than they could 

possibly have been sustained in health. 

At the close of the sixth day profuse menstruation 

supervened, and I noticed slight signs of consciousness. 

I told her to sit up, and she did so, and opened her eyes 

vacantly* I left the room for her friends to dress her, 

and on returning later I conversed with her, and found 

her quite oblivious of all that had taken place, but she 

spoke freely of the music and singing, that is, up to the 
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point where consciousness had been interrupted. At no 
time subsequently had she any recollection of these six 
days which formed a period of such intense anxiety to 
her friends. I had not at that time become interested 
in the subject of premature burial, but many in the 
district, who had been excited by the sensational event, 
remarked that under other circumstances the result 
might have been of a more serious character. I could 
not but agree with their conclusions. 

The Nature of Catalepsy. 

Dr. Franz Hartmann diflferentiates between trance 
and catalepsy, as follows: — "There seems hardly any 
limit to the time during which a person may remain in 
a trance ; but catalepsy is due to some obstruction in 
the organic mechanism of the body, on account of its ex- 
hausted nervous power. In the latter case the activity of 
life begins again as soon as the impediment is removed, 
or the nervous energy has recuperated its strength." 

Dr. Gowers, in Quain's ** Dictionary of Medicine," ed. 
1894, vol. i., pp. 284-5, describes catalepsy as affecting 
both sexes, at all ages from six to sixty. . It is 
a nervous affection, commonly associated with distinct 
evidence of hysteria, but said sometimes to occur as an 
early symptom of epilepsy. It is attended commonly 
with loss of consciousness. The limbs remain in the 
position they occupied at the onset, as if petrified The 
whole or part of the muscles pass into a state of rigidity. 
In profound conditions sensibility is lost to touch, pain, 
and electricity ; and no reflex movements can be induced 
even by touching the conjunctiva, a state of mental 
trance being associated. 
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''Casseirs Family Physician ** (by Physicians and Sur- 
geons of the principal London Hospitals) describes this 
singular affection, as follows :— ** Catalepsy is one of the 
strangest diseases possible. It is of rare occurrence, and 
some very scepticsd people have even gone so far as to 
deny its existence. That is all nonsense, for catalepsy 
is just as much a reality as gout or bronchitis. A fit 
of catalepsy — for it is a paroxysmal disease-rrconsists 
essentially in the sudden suspension of thought, feeling, 
and the power of moving. 

''Cataleptic fits vary very much, not only in their 
frequency, but in their duration. Sometimes they are 
very short indeed, lasting only a few minutes. In one 
case, that of a lady, they would sometimes come on when 
she was readii^ aloud. She' would stop suddenly in the 
middle of a sentence, and a peculiar stifihess of the 
whole body would seize her, fixing the limbs immovably 
for several minutes. Then it would pass oflf, and the 
reading would be continued at the very word at which it 
had been interrupted, the patient being quite unconscious 
that anything had happened. But sometimes fits such 
as these may last for days and days together, and it 
seems not improbable that people may have been buried 
in this state in mistake for death.** 

Statement by Dr. Forbes Winslow. 

In a communication received from the eminent 
specialist. Dr. Forbes Winslow, in September, 1903, 
fdattve to this important subject, he says: — 

" All the appearances of death may be so strikingly 
disphyed in a person in a cataleptic condition that it is 
quite possible for burial to take place while life is not 
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extinct Cases of persons being buried alive occur in 
England much more frequently, I dare say, than is 
generally supposed. I do not consider that the ordinaiy 
tests employed to ascertain that life is extinct are 
sufficient ; / fnainiain titat tlu only satisfactory proof of 
death is putnfaction. 

** Trance-sleep is a morbid form of sleep, and has 
often been mistaken for death. In trance-sleep there 
appears to be the same suspension of all animal and 
organic functions which takes place in hybemationi 
but the hemispherical ganglia continue in active oper- 
ation. When the torpid state partially extends to the 
motor system, the cataleptic condition is induced \ 
that is to say, the muscles contract automatically upon 
any slight impression being made upon them. 

" All cases of apparent death present the persistence 
of pulsations of the heart, a character which distinguishes 
them from real death; this refers especially to those 
due to asphyxia and syncope. 

'*The immediate and certain signs of death are 
prolonged absence of cardiac pulsation, the simultaneous 
relaxation of the sphincters, owing to the paralysis of 
the muscles, and finally the sinking of the globe of 
the eye and loss of transparency in the cornea. Only 
the first of these taken by itself is a trustworthy test, 
but even with this we can be deceived ; the certain 
signs being cadaveric rigidity, absence of musicular 
contraction under galvanic stimulation, and the last, but 
certain test, as I have previously stated, putrefaction. 

" I consider the law should be made more stringent, 
as to certifying deaths. To be absolutely satisfactory, \ 
no certificate should be signed until after proper 
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examination of the body, and, indeed, as I have said; 
until there are signs of putrefaction. I always refuse, 
myself, to sign a certificate before careful examination, 
although I have often been asked to do sa 

^'A case which illustrates the danger of premature 
burials occurred in iny own personal experience not 
long aga I was called upon to attend an elderly lady, 
and on arriving at the house was told she was dead. . 
There was another doctor present, and he also informed 
me that she was dead, and to all appearances that was so. 
There was no pulse, no perceptible heart's action, and 
all the appearances of death were there. I was not 
satisfied, however, and tried bleeding. The result was 
that the lady's blood began to circulate, and she 
recovered consciousness. She had been in a state of 
catalepsy ; but had that case occurred in a hospital, in 
all probability a screen would have been drawn round 
the body, and the matter considered as settled. It is 
mainly the liability of these conditions occurring, 
aocompanied by all the appearances of death, which 
makes the subject of premature burial so im'portant" 

MiiDiCAL Experiences. 

The following case, contributed by Dr. Gooch, will 
further illustrate this malady : — 

** A Udy» who laboured habitually under melancholy, a few days 
after parturitmo was teiied with catalepsy, and presented the 
following appcanuices :-— She was lying in bed motionless and 
appaiently sensciees. It was thought the pupils of her eyes were 
dilated, and some apprehcnskms were entertained of effusion on 
the biaia; but on examining them ckisely it was found they 
raadily cootiacted when the light fell upon them. The only signs 
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of life were warmth^ and a pulse which was one hundred and 
twenty, and weak. In attempting to rouse her from this senseless 
state, the trunk of the body was lifted up and placed so far back as 
to form an obtuse an^^le with the lower extremities» and in this 
posture, with nothing to support her, she continued sitting for 
many minutes. One arm was now raised, and then the other, and 
in the posture they were placed they remained It was a curious 
sight to see her sitting up staring lifelessly, her arms outstretched, 
yet without any visible signs of animation* She was very thin 
and pallid, and looked like a corpse that had been propped up and 
stiffened in that attitude. She was now taken out of bed and 
placed upright, and attempu were nuule to rouse her by caUtng 
loudly in her ears, but in vain ; she stood up^ indeed* but as 
inanimate as a sutue. The slightest push put her off her balance, 
and she nuule no exertion to reuin it, and would have fallen had 
she not been caught. She went into this state three limes ; the 
first lasted fourteen hours, the second twelve bourn, and the third 
nine hours, with waking intervals of three days aAer the first fit, 
and of one day aAer the second ; after this time the disease 
assumed the ordinary form of melancholia.— rA# Sciemu mm0i 
Practice of Atedicime^ hy Sir W. Aitkett^ p. $57- 

Dr. John Jebb, F.R.S., cited in Reynold's ** System of 
Medicine," vol. ii., pp. 99-102, has recotxled the following 
graphic case : — 

** In the latter end of last year (v/r., \l%\\\ was desired to visit 
a young lady who, for nine months, had been afflicted with that 
singular disorder termed a catalepsy. Although she was prepared 
for my visit, she was seised with the disorder as soon as my arrival 
was announced. She was employed in netting, and was passing 
the needle through the mesh, in which position she immediately 
became rigid, exhibiting, in a very pleasing form, a figure of death* 
like sleep, beyond the power of art to tmiute or the imagination 
to conceive. Her forehead was serene, her features perfectly 
composed. The paleness of her colour, her breathing at a distance 
being also scarcely perceptible, operated in rendering the similitude 
to marble more exact and striking. The positkms of her fiagciti 
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and anns were altered with difiiciilty« bat they preserved 
cvoy Ibmi of ilezare they acquired ; nor were the muscles of the 
neck csempced Irom this law, her head maintaining every situation 
m which the hand could pbce it as firmly as her limbs,* etc 

Dn King Chambers, after citing the above case in 
full, continues : — 

''The most common exciting cause of catalepsy seems to be 
strong mental emotion. When Covent Garden Theatre was last 
burnt down, the Uase flashed in at the uncurtained windows of 
St Mary's HospitaL One of my patients, a girl of twenty 
r ecove r ing fom low fever, was woke up by it and exclaimed that 
the day of judgment was come. She remained in an excited 
sute aU night, and the next morning grew gradually stiflT, like a 
ooqwc^ v^ispering (before she became quite insensible) that she 
was dead. If her arm was raised, it remained extended in the 
position in which it was phued for several minutes, and then 
skmly subsided. The inelastic kind of way in which it reuined 
Its position for a time, and then gradually yielded to the force of 
gravity, reminded one more of a wax figure than of the marble 
to which Dr. Jebb compares it A strange effect was produced 
by opening the eye-lid of one eye ; the other eye remained dosed, 
and the raised lid after a time fell very slowly like the arm. A 
better superficial representation of death it is difficult to conceive. 

• • In both these cases I convinced myself carefolly that there 
was no deception. 

''Other cases are of much longer duration. . . . The death- 
like state may last for days. It ma^ be mistaken for real death, 
and treated as such. ... 

'^Any cases of apparent death that did occur (in former days) 
were burnt, or buried, or otherwise pot out of the way, and 
were never more heard of. But aAer the esublishment of 
Christiaaity, tenderness, sometimes excessive, for the remains of 
departed friends took the pboe of the hard, heathen selfishness. 
The dead were kept closer to the ooogiegations of the living 
as if to represent in material form the dogma of the Communion 
of Saints. This led to the discovery that some persons, indeed 
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some persons of note (amongst others. Duns Scotus the theologian, 
at Cologne^ had got out of their coffins and died ia a vain 
attempt to open the doors of their vaults.* 

Other Remarkable Cases. 

Dr. Chambers relates several other remarkable cases. 
Here is one : — 

** I alighted accidently on another case, communicated to the 
same scientific body (Acad. Royale des Sciences), by M. Imbert 
in t7t3« It is that of the driver of the Rouen diligence, aged 
forty-five, who fell into a kind of soporific catalepsy on hearing 
of the sudden death of a man he had quarrelled with. It appears 
that 'M Hurette, under whose care he was at La Charit<S, made 
use of the most powerful assistance of art^bleeding in the arms, 
the foot, the neck, emetics, purgatives, blisters, leeches,' etc At 
last somebody ' threw him naked into cold water to surprise him.' 
The effect surprised the doctors as much as the patient. It is 
related with evident wonder bow *he opened his eyes, looked 
steadfastly, but did not speak.' His wife seems to have been a 
prudent woman, for a week afterwards she * carried him home, 
where he is at present ; they gave him no medicine ; he speaks 
sensibly enough, and mends every day.'" 

The La9tC€t^ 1870, vol. i., p. 1044, in its Paris corre- 
spondence says : — 

*'The following curious case is related as having occurred at 
Dunkirk, on April 14, and as * showing the utility of catalepsy.' 
A young girl of seventeen years was seised with a violent attack of 
epilepsy, and fell, on the above datc^ into a canal. A boatman 
immediately jumped into the water to save her, and brought her to 
the shore after twenty minutes. The most singular circumstance 
connected with the accident is that, when the young girl was taken 
out of the water, she presented all the symptoms of catalepsy. 
Notwithstanding this long immersion, she was resuscitated, and N 

nothing afterwards transpired to cause any anxiety." 
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Mr. James Braid, M.R.CS., in the Medical Times, 
1850^ voL xxi^ p. 402, narrates a case of a cataleptic 
woman in the Manchester Royal Infirmary under the 
care of Dr. John Mitchell, and writes :— 

''Every variety of contrivance and torture was retorted to by 
various parties who saw her, for the purpose of testing the degree 
of her insensibility, and for determining whether she might not 
be an impostor, but without eliciting the slightest indication of 
activity of any of the senses; • . . Nevertheless she AMn/ owr/ 
mmdenieod^mliikai wms said amd proposed io be dime^ and suffered 
eke mtasi exqmsUe eeriure from various tests applied to her / / 
A fret so important as this ought to be published in every journal 
ihroogbout the civilised world, so that in future professional men 
might be thereby led to exercise greater discretion and mercy in 
tlidr modes of applying tests to such patientt." 

Peculiar Cask near Weymouth. 

The Somerset County Herald (^ZMtitoti) of October 12, 
1895, has the following : — 

''The wedding nuptials of a sailor from H.M.S. Alexandra and 
a young woman residing in Broadway, who were recently married, 
have been interrupted in a most unusual manner by the newly- 
made bride foiling into a trance. On the day following the« 
w ed ding Mr. and Mrs. Mortimer, for such is the name of the 
newly-espoused pair, went for a drive, and on returning in the 
evening the bride, remarking that she did not feel very well, went 
upstain, and before long was in a sound sleeps which continued 
throughout the night and far into the following day. The reUtives 
of the bride, remembering symptoms which she had previously 
developed, then sent for Dr. Pridham, who at once pronounced 
thai the unfortunate young woman had fidlen into a trance. Dr. 
Cotmer, of Weymouth, was likewise called ; but nothing that these 
two mediad gentlemen could do had the slightest effect in arous- 
ing their patient from the state of lethargy into which she had so 
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suddenly and unexpectedly relapsed. In this condition she re- 
mained for a space of five days, when she gradually showed signs 
of returning animation, and in the course of a few hours regained 
consciousness, though she was then in a very exhausted condition. 
After her wakening the young woman developed inflammation of 
the legs, which was regarded as a very serious condition for her to 
he in. In an interview on Saturday, Dr. Pridham described the 
trance as being exceedingly death-like in character, and added 
that, in such trances as' the one in question, in the past people 
have no doubt been actually buried." 

A less experienced practitioner would probably have 
made out a death-certificate, as in numerous similar 
cases. After burial we hear no more of. them; they 
may have been buried in a death-like trance, but the 
medical certificate, no matter how inconsiderately given, 
consigns them to perpetual silence beyond appeal or 
escape. Family remonstrance is then unavailing, for, 
except in cases of strong suspicion of poisoning, no 
Home Secretary or Coroner would grant an order for 
exhumation. 

The existence of trance, catalepsy, and other death 
counterfeits followed by hasty burial, has been alluded 
to by reputable writers from time immemorial ; and 
while the veracity of these writers has remained un- 
challenged, and their narratives are confirmed by hun- 
dreds of cases of modern experience, the effect on the 
public mind has been only of a transitory character, 
and nothing has been done either in England or 
America to safeguard the people from such dreadful 
mistakes. 
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CHAPTER in. 

ANIMAL AND SO-CALLED HUMAN 
HIBERNATION. 

Curious Case of Torpidity. 

The following case of the jerboa, or jumping mouse, 
recorded by Major-General Thomas Davies, F.R.S., 
in the ''Transactions of the Linnasan Society,"^ will 
show how far a torpid mammal may be removed 
from the opportunity of breathing, and how imper- 
ceptibly, to the eyes of an observer, its torpid life passed 
into actual death : — 

** With respect to the figure given of it in its dormant 
state (plate viii», fig. 6), I have to observe that the 
specimen was found by some workmen in digging the 
foundation for a summer-house in a gentleman's garden, 
about two miles from Quebec, in the latter end of May, 
1787. It was discovered enclosed in a ball of clay, 
about the size of a cricket ball, nearly an inch in thick- 
ness, perfectly smooth within, and about twenty inches 
under ground. The man who first discovered it, not 
knowing what it was, struck the ball with his spade, by 
which means it was broken to pieces, or the ball also 
would have been presented to me. The drawing will 
periiectly show how the animal is laid during its dor- 
mant state [a tawny mouse, with long hind legs and 
long tail, coiled up into a perfect ovoid, of which the two 
poles are the crown of the head and the rump.] How 



***IiMBBMi TnuMiciioBS,** 1797, vol. iv., p. IC5. *'Ab Aoeoum of 
iltt Jonpi^c Moaw of Cuiftdft— ^i^ OmmitmtUr 
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long it had been underground it is impossible* to say; 
but as I never could observe these animals in any parts 
of the country after the banning of September, I con- 
ceive that they lay themselves up some time in that 
month, or in the beginning of October, when the frost 
becomes sharp; nor did I ever see them again before the 
last week of May, or beginning of June. From their 
being enveloped in balls of clay, without any appearance 
of food, I conceive they sleep during the winter, and re- 
main for that time without sustenance. As soon as I 
conveyed this specimen to my house, I deposited it, as 
it was, in a small chip box, in some cotton, waiting with 
great anxiety for its waking ; but that not taking place 
at the season they generally appear, I kept it until I 
found it b^an to smell ; I then stuflcd it, and preserved 
it in its torpid position. I am led to believe its not 
recovering from that state arose from the heat of my 
room during the time it was in the box, a (ire having 
been constantly burning in the stove, and which in all 
probability was too great for respiration. . . ." 

Remarkable Cases of Revival. 

In his work *'0n Trance and Human Hibernation,** 
p. 47, Braid, after citing facts as to higher animals, 
says : — '* There are other creatures which have not the 
power of migrating from climes too intensely hot for the 
normal exercise of their physical functions, and the lives 
of these animals are preserved through a state of torpor 
superinduced by the want of sufficient moisture, their 
bodies being dried up from excessive heat This is the 
case with snails, which are said to have been revived by 
a little cold water being thrown on them, after having 
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remained in a dry and torpid state for fifteen years. 
The xnbrio iriiici has also been restored, after perfect 
torpidity and apparent death for five years and eight 
months, by merely soaking it in water. Some small 
microscopic animals have been apparently killed and 
re\'ived again a dozen times by drying and then apply- 
ing moisture to them. This is remarkably verified in 
the case of the wheel-animalcule. And SpSdlanzani 
states that some animalcules have been recovered by 
roobture after a torpor of twenty-seven years. Accord- 
ing' to Humboldt, again, some large animals are thrown 
into a similar state from want of moisture. Such he 
states to be the case with the alligator and boa-con- 
strictor during the dry season in the plains of Venezuela, 
and with other animals elsewhere." — ^^On Trance and 
Human Hibernation," p. 47. 

Dr. Moore Russell Fletcher, in his treatise on ^ Sus- 
pended Animation," pp. 7, 8, observes: — ''Snakes and 
toads live for a long time without air or food. The 
following experiment was made by a Mr. Tower, of 
Gardiner (Maine)L An adder, upwards of two feet in 
length, was got into a glass jar, which was tightly 
sealed He was kept there for sixteen months without 
any apparent change, and when let out, looked as well 
as when put in, and crawled away. 

''The common pond trout, when thrown into snow, 
will soon freeze, remain so for days, and when put into 
cold water to remove the frost becomes as lively as ever. 

^ When residing in New Brunswick, in 1842, we went 
to a lake to secure some trout; which were frozen in the 
soow and kept for use. While there we saw men with 
kmg wooden tongs catching firost fish from the salt 
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water at the entrance of a brook. The fish were thrown 
upon the ice in great quantities. We had a barrel of 
them put up with snow and kept frozen, and in a cool 
place. For six or seven weeks they were taken out and 
used as wanted, and might be kept frozen for an in- 
definite time, and be alive when thawed in cold water. 
The two pieces of a fish, cut in two when frozen, would 
move and try to swim when thawed in cold water." 

Hibernation of the Bear. 

The bear resembles man in being omnivorous and 
surprisingly intelligent He often walks on his hind 
I>aws, and uses his fore paws as he would arms, with 
surprising dexterity. His winter quarters, in which he 
hibernates, are very remarkable. 

When the cold weather arrives he digs a hole in the 
ground, and tries to pile up as many leaves as he can 
around and upon his body. The snow b^ins to fall, 
until a layer which often, in Russia, reaches to more than 
six feet high is formed. It is a real burial. There are no 
exterior signs of the animal, so that when the inhabitants 
are preparing the winter hunts they have to mark the 
trees of the forest so as to know where he is lying. 

The changes of temperature, thaws, and frosts, with 
new snow continually added, ultimately form a coat of 
ice less permeable than many sandy soils, beneath which 
the animal lives in a lethargic state for three or four 
months. 

When is a Man Dead? 

Dr. Brouardel has spent years in a special study of 
this subject, and has embodied his findings in a remark* \ 
able book called *" Death and Sudden Death,"* published 
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by WOliam Wood & Ca, of New York. He says that 
practically all the signs of life may have disappeared, 
and the patient may still be resuscitated. 

In studying this subject, Dr. Brouardel went first by 
the lower animals, and there he found many strange 
cases of apparent death which was not death. From 
thb basis he extended his investigations. Here are 
some of Dr. Brouardd's findings : — 

"* In hibernating animals the functions of respiration 
and circulation are reduced to the minimum during 
their winter sleep. Submit them while in this state to a 
reduction of temperature of 9* to 18* Fahr., and the vital 
phenomena, already nearly imperceptible, are absolutely 
arrested ; so that if you were to cut one of the animal's 
paws, you would have a little oozing of blood, but not a 
stream. Tap the heart with the end of your scalpel, and 
you will not induce a contraction, and it will be equally 
impossible to aiiouse muscular contractibility. 

^ Take these animals now ; warm them gradually for 
an hour up to a temperature of 18* Fahr., and they will 
resume their vital functions. They were, therefore, in a 
state of apparent death. Is there not room for reflection 
when we see how closely these phenomena apply to the 
case of human beings ? " 

So-called Human Hibernation. 

Dr. Geoige Moore observes that "* A state of the body 
i§ certainly sometimes produced (in man) which is nearly 
analogous to the torpor of the lower animals— a amotion 
miUrfy imxpUcabU by amy frincipU iaugki in the schools. 
Who^ fer instance^ can inform us how it happens that 
certam fishes may be suddenly firozen in the Polar Sea, 
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and so remain during the long winter, and yet be re- 
quickened into full activity by returning summer.** — 
" Use of the Body in Relation to the Mind," p. 31. 

Hufeland, in his " UncerUinty of Death,** 1824, P« i^* 
observes that it is easier for man to fall into a 
state of trance than the lower creatures, on account of 
his complicated anatomy. It is a transitory state 
between life and death, into which anyone may pass and 
return from. Trance was common among the Greeks 
and Romans, who, just before cremation, had the custom 
of cutting off a finger-joint, most probably to discover 
if there was any trace of life. Death does not come 
suddenly ; it is a gradual process from actual life into 
apparent death, and from that to actual death. It is a 
mistake to take outward appearances for inner death. 

A remarkable case, resting upon good authority, 
illustrative of the maintenance of life under a partial 
suspension of the action of the heart and lungs, is 
recorded by Cheyne. It is that of Colonel Townshend, 
who appears to have possessed the power of voluntarily 
dying — ^f>., of so suspending the heart's action that no ' 
pulsation could be felt The longest period in which he 
remained in this inanimate state was about half-an- 
hour, when active life became slowly re-established with- 
out any volition or consciousness on his part No doubt 
respiration and circulation were feebly continued at 
intervals in this exceptional case, although so slightly 
as to be imperceptible to the examiners, or to be indi* 
cated by pulsation of the radial artery, or by the hand 
placed over the r^ion of the heart The stethoscope had 
not then been invented, and the method of detecting heart 

sounds by auscultation was unknown ; there are cases, 
6 
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however, on record, where even the stethoscope in 

suspended animation has failed to elicit evidence of 

movement In a hibernating animal, though apparently 

dead, circulation and respiration are, of course, still 

maintained, but are reduced to a minimum. For 

instance, Boncleut found, in his experiments on the 

marmot or mountain rat, that the pulsations of the heart, 

which were 90 when the animal was in an active state, 

were reduced to 8 or 10 in a minute when it was in the 

torpid state. When Colonel Townshend died (he really 

died nine hours after one of these experiments), nothing 

could be 6etKXoA post-morUm to account for the extra- ^ 

ordinafy power which he possessed over the action of 

theheart 

Self-induced Trance. 

Mr. Chunder Sen, municipal secretary to the Maha- 
rajah of Jc3rpore, introduced the author, during his visit 
to India, March 8, 1896, to a venerable and learned 
fiUdr, who was seated on a couch Buddhist fashion, the 
feet turned towards the stomach, in the attitude of 
floeditation, in a small but comfortable house near the 
entrance to the beautiful public gardens of that city. 
The bkk possesses the power of self-induced trance, 
which really amounts to a suspension of life, being 
undistingui^iable from death. In the month of Decem- 
ber, 1895, he passed into and remained in this condition 
for twenty days. On several occasions the experiment 
has been conducted under test conditions. In 1889, 
Dr. Hem Chunder Sen, of Delhi, and his brother, Mr. 
Chunder Sen, had the opportunity of examining the 
fiJdr while passing into a state of hibernation, and found 
tfiat the paJse beat slower and slower until it ceased to 
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beat at all. The stethoscope was applied to the heart 
by the doctor, who failed to detect the slightest motion. 
The fakir, covered with a white shroud, was placed in a 
small subterraneous cell built of masonry, measuring 
about six feet by six feet, of rotund structure. The door 
was closed and locked, and the lock sealed with Dr. 
Sen's private seal and with that of Mr. Dhanna Tal, the 
magistrate of the city ; the flap door leading to tlie vault 
was also carefully fastened. At the expiration of thirty- 
three days the cell was opened, and the fakir was found 
just where he was placed, but with a death-like appear- 
ance, the limbs having become stiflT as' in rigor ntortis. 
He was brought from the vault, and the mouth was 
rubbed with honey and milk, and the body and joints 
massaged with oil. In the evening manifestations of 
life were exhibited, and the fakir was fed with a spoonful 
of milk. The next day he was given a little juice of 
pulses known as dal^ and in three days he was able to 
eat bread and milk, his normal diet These cases are 
well known both at Delhi and at Jeypore, and the facts 
have never been disputed. The fakir is a Sanscrit 
scholar, and is said to be endowed with much wisdom^ 
and is consulted by those who are interested in Hindu 
learning and religion. He has never received money 
from visitors, and the mention of it distresses him. 

Strange Fakir Feat& 

The Medical Titnes of May ii, 1850^ contains a com- 
munication from Mr. Braid, who says he has ** lost no 
opportunity of accumulating evidence on this subject, \ 
and that while many alleged feats of this kind are 
probably of a deceptive character, still there are others 
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which admit of no such explanation ; and that it be- 
comes the duty of scientific men fairly to admit the 
difficulty.'* He then refers to two documents by eye- 
witnesses of these feats, and which, he says, ^ with the 
previous evidence on the subject, must set the point at 
rest for ever as to the fact of the feats referred to being 
genuine phenomena, deception being impossible.*' In 
one of these instances, the fakir was buried in the 
ground for six weeks, and was, consequently, deprived 
not only of food and drink, but also of light and air ; 
when he was disinterred, his legs and arms were shriv- 
elled and stiff, but his face was full ; no pulse could 
be discovered in the heart, temples, or arms. *' About 
three years since I spent some time with a General 

C , a highly respectable and intelligent man, who 

had been a long time in the Indian service, and who 
was himself an eye-witness of one of these feats. A 
fakir was buried several feet in the earth, under vigilant 
inspection, and a watch was set, so that no one could 
communicate with him ; and to make the matter doubly 
sure, com was sown upon the grave, and during the 
time the man was buried it v^etated and grew to the 
height of several inches. He lay there forty-two days. 
The gentleman referred to passed the place many times 
during his burial, saw the growing com, was also present 
at his disinterment, and when he questioned the man, 
and intimated to him that he thought deception had 
been practised, the fakir offered, for a sum of money, to 
be buried again, for the same length of time, by the 
GenenJ himself, and in his own garden. This challenge, 
of course^ dosed the argument** 

Cases of this kind might be multiplied on evidence 
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which cannot be doubtedi and, in Mr. Braid's book, 
entitled "Human Hibernation/' there are cases fully 
stated. Sir Claude Wade, who was an eye-witness of 
these feats when acting as political agent at the Court 
of Runjeet Singh, at Lahore, and from whom Mr. Braid 
derived his information, makes the following observa- 
tions: — *'I share entirely in the apparent incredibility 
of the fact of a man being buried alive and surviving 
the trial for various periods of duration ; but however 
incompatible with our knowledge of physiology in the 
absence of any visible proof to the contrary, I am bound 
to declare my belief in the facts which I have repre- 
sented, however impossible their existence may appear 
to others." Upon this Mr. Braid observes : — " Such then 
is the narrative of Sir C. M. Wade, and when we con- 
sider the high character of the author as a gentleman of 
honour, talents, and attainments of the highest order, 
and the searching, painstaking efforts displayed by him 
throughout the whole investigation, and his close prox- 
imity to the body of the fakir, and opportunity of 
observing minutely every point for himself, as well as 
the facilities, by his personal intercourse with Runjeet 
Singh and the whole of his Court, of gaining the most 
accurate information on every point, I conceive it is 
impossible to have had a more valuable or conclusive 
document for determining the fact that no collusion or 
deception existed." 

Buried Alive at the Royal Aquarium. 

A case of this kind was exhibited at the Westminster 
Aquarium in the autumn of 1895, which was carefully \ 
watched and tested by medical experts, without 
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detectii^ any appearance of fraud or simulation. The 
hypnotised man, Walter Johnson, an ex-soldier, twenty- 
nine years of age, was in a trance which lasted thirty 
days* during which time he was absolutely unconscious, 
as shown by the various experiments to which he was 
subjected. 

A case of induced trance and experimental burial, not 
unlike that of the Indian fakirs referred to, was reported 
in the London Daily Chronide^ March 14, 1896. The 
experiment was carried out under test conditions. 

''After being entombed for six days in a hypnotic trance, Alfred 
Wootton was dug up and awakened at the Royal Aquarium 
(WestminsterX on Saturday night in the presence of a crowd of 
interested specutors. Wootton was hypnotised on Monday by 
Professor Fricker, and consigned to his voluntary grave, nine feet 
deep^ in view of the audience, who sealed the stout casket or coffin 
in which the subject was inmiured. Seven or eight feet of earth 
were then shovelled upon the body, a shaft being left open for the 
necessary respiration, and in order that the public might be- 
able to see the man's face during the week. The experiment 
was a novel one in this country, and was intended to illustrate 
the extraordinary effect produced by the Indian fikkirs, and to 
demonstrate the connection between hypnotism and psychology, 
while also showing the value of the former art as a curative agent. 
Wootton is a man thirty-eight years of age ; he is a lead-worker, 
and on Monday weighed lost s^lbs. He had previously been in a 
tiaacc for a week in Glasgow, under Professor Pricker's experi* 
cnced hands, so was not altogether new to the business ; but he is 
the first to be 'buried alive' by way of amusement. To the un- 
initiated the whole thing was gruesome in the extreme, and this 
particnlar form of entertainment certainly cannot be commended. 
Before being covered in, Wootton's nose and ears, were stopped 
with traa^ which was removed before he was revived 00 Saturday. 
The theory of the borial » to secure an equable temperature day 
and aiglit— which is impossible when die subject is above gnxmd 
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in the ordinary way— and therefore to induce a deeper trance. Of 
course, too, the patient was out of reach of the operator, and no 
suspicion of continuous hypnotising could rest upon the professor. 
No nourishment could be supplied for the same reason, though 
the man's lips were occasionally moistened by means of a damp 
sponge on the end of a rod, and no record of temperature or 
respiration could be kept. A good many people witnessed the 
digging up process, and the awakening took place in the concert 
room, whither the casket and its burden were conveyed. The 
professor was not long in arousing his subject, after electric and 
other tests had been applied to convince the audience that the 
man was perfectly insensible to pain and everything else. Indeed, 
a large needle was run through the flesh on the back of the hand 
without any effect whatever. The first thing on regaining con- 
sciousness that Wootton said was that he could not see, and then 
he asked for drink— milk, and subsequently a little brandy, being 
supplied. As soon as possible the patient was lifted out of his box, 
and with help was quickly able to walk about the platform. He 
complained of considerable stiffness of the limbs, and was un* 
doubtedly weak, but otherwise seemed none the worse for his 
remarkable retirement from active life, and abstention from food 
for nearly a week. He was swathed in flannel, and soon found the 
heat of the room very oppressive, though at first he appeared to 
be particularly anxious to have his overcoat and his boots. It 
is anticipated that in a day or two at most Wootton will have 
regained his usual vigorous health." 

Dr. Hartmann's Evidence. 

Dr. Hartmann in ''Premature Burial," page 23, re- 
lates an account of a similar experiment with a fakir, 
differing from the above, however, in so far as it was 
made by some English residents, who did not put the 
coffin into the earth, but hung it up in the air, so as to 
protect it from the danger of being eaten up by white 
ants. There seems to be hardly any limitation in regard N 

to the-time during which such a body may be preserved 
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and become reanimated again, provided that it is well 
protected, although modem ignorance may smile at this 
statement 

Those of our readers who wish to pursue this subject 
will find ample material in ** Observations on Trance and 
Human Hibernation,'' 1850, by James Braid, M.R.C.S. ; 
Dr. Kuhn's report of his investigations of the Indian 
fokirs to the Anthropological Society of Afunich, in 
1895; the researches of Dr. J. M. Hcmigberger, a 
German physician long resident in India ; and in the 
/tidia j0urmal of Midkal and Physical Sdena, 1836, 
^^ >n P> 389^ etc 
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PREMATURE BURIAL. 

How Graveyards Tell Their Tale. 

At the sitting of the Paris Academy of Medicine, 
on April lo, 1827, a paper was read by M. Chantourelle 
on the danger of hasty burial. This led to a discussion, 
in which M. Desgenettes stated that he had been told 
by Dr. Thouret, who presided at the destruction of 
the vaults of Les Innocens, that many skeletons had 
been found in positions seeming to show that they had 
turned in their coffins. Dr. Thouret was so much im« 
pressed by the circumstance that he had a special clause 
inserted in his will relating to his own burial. 

Similar revelations, according to Kempner, have fol* 
lowed the examinations of graveyards in Holland, and 
in New York and other parts of the United States. 

The Casket, Rochester, New York, U.S., of March 2, 
1896, gives a detailed narrative of recent discoveries 
made by T. M. Montgomery in the removal of Fort 
Randall Cemetery, with the condition of the bodies 
found as to decay or state of preservation, and says : — 

" We found among these remains two that bore every 
evidence of having been buried alive. The first case 
was that of a soldier that had been struck by lightning. 
Upon opening the lid of the coffin we found that the 
legs and arms had been drawn up as far as the confines of 
the coffin would permit The other was a case of death ^ 
resulting from alcoholism. The body was slightly 



Digitized by 



Google 



82 PREMATURE BURIAL. 

turned, the legs were drawn up a trifle, and the hands 
virerc clutching the clothing. In the coflin was found a 
large whisky flask. Nearly, two per cent of those 
exhumed here were, no doubt, victims of suspended 
animation." 

Professor Alexander Wilder, M.D., in a pamphlet 
entitled ** Burying Alive a Frequent Peril," mentions a 
number of cases. Among them he cites the case of the 
body of a boy, six years old, discovered during the 
removal of remains from a village cemetery to a new 
one at Philadelphia, in which the arms were bent over 
the skull, one leg drawn up, and the other bent across it 
in such a way as to show that the little fellow, twenty years 
before, had been hurried to the grave whilst still alive. 

Another case, of which he gives the name and address, 
is that of a man of thirty-five, who was supposed to have 
died from scarlet fever, and was buried forty-eight hours 
after. The coflin having to be moved two months later, 
consequent upon another interment, the glass front was 
found to be shattered, the bottom kicked out, and the 
sides sprung. The body lay face downwards, the arms 
were bent, and in the clenched fists were handfuls of hair. 

A Voice from India. 

Dr. Chew says :— ** Though a layman, still it would be 
hard to find a more indefatigable sanitarian than my 
late commanding officer, Lieutenant-Colonel R. C. 
Stemdale, of the Presidency Volunteer Rifle Battalion, 
and (o€ many years vice-chairman of the municipality of 
the suburbs of Calcutta. In order to prove his theory 
that a great deal of danger existed in the rainy season 
finom subsoil water rising up into the graves, saturating 
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the bodies, and then poisoning the neighbouring tanks 
and wells, he caused a trench, ten feet long, six deep, 
and four wide, to be dug across an old Mohammedan 
graveyard. Soundings and measurements having been 
taken of the subsoil water, he had a tarpaulin stretched 
over the trench, and daily measured the ' fall ' of the 
water-level. He had a drawing made of the section of 
that graveyard in which the action of the nitre-laden 
water seemed to mummify some of the bodies. Amongst 
the rest was a somewhat mummified male corpse which, 
instead of being on his back, was lying on his abdomen ; 
the left arm supported the chin, but had a piece of it 
missing ; the right hand clutched the left elbow, and the 
general position of the body was as if, consciousness 
having returned, the alleged corpse sat up, found the 
weight of the earth too heavy to work through, and then, 
dying of suffocation, fell forward in the position in which 
it was found and exposed." 

Dr. Chew adds : — ** I have heard and read of several 
other instances, but as they have not come within my 
personal observation, I do not mention or refer to them.** 

A Gravestone and its Story. 

On July 2, 1896, the author visited the grave of 
Madam Blunden, in the Cemetery, Basingstoke, Hants, 
who, according to the inscription (now obliterated), was 
buried alive. The following narrative appears in ** The 
Uncertainty of the Signs of Death,*' by Surgeon M. 
Cooper, London, 1746, pp. 78, 79 : — 

'' At Basingstoke, in Hampshire, not many years ago, 
a gentlewoman of character and fortune was taken ill, 
and, to all. appearances, died, while her husband was on 
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a journey to London. A messenger was forthwith 
despatched to the gentleman, who returned immediately, 
and ordered everything for her decent interment 
Accordingly, on the third day after her supposed 
decease, she was buried in Holy Ghost Chapel, at the 
outside of the town, in a vault belonging to the family, 
over which there is a school for poor children, endowed 
by a charitable gentleman in the reign of Edward VI. 
It happened the next day that the boys, while they 
were at play, heard a noise in the vault, and one of 
them ran and told his master, who, not crediting what 
he said, gave him a box on the ear and sent him about 
his business ; but, upon the other boys coming with the 
tame story, his curiosity was awakened, so that he sent 
immediately for the sexton, and opened the vault and 
the lady's coffin, where they found her just expiring. 
All possible means were used to recover her to life, but 
to no purpose, for she, in her agony, had bit the nails 
off her fingers, and tore her face and head to that 
degree, that, notwithstanding all the care that was taken 
of her, she died in a few hours in inexpressible torment ** 

Noises from the Tomb. 

The Sunday Titnes^ London, December 30^ 1838, 
contains the following: — 

''A frightlbl case of premature interment occurred not long 
siacc^ at Tooneint, in the Lower Garonne. The victim, a man 
in the prime of life, had only a few shovelfuls of earth thrown into 
his gmve, when an indistinct noise was heard to proceed from his 
cofia. Tbo grave-digger, terrified beyond description, instantly 
fled 10 seek assistance, and some time elapsed before hb return, 
when die crowd, which had by th» time colleaed in considerable 
i die gnvc^ insisted on die coffin being opened. As 
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toon as the first boards had been removed, it was ascertained, 
beyond a doubt, that the occupant had been interred alive. His 
countenance was frightfully contracted with the agony he had 
undergone ; and, in his struggles, the unhappy jnan had forced his 
arms completely out of the winding sheet, in which they had been 
securely enveloped. A physician, who was on the spot, opened a 
vein, but no blood flowed. The sufferer was beyond the reach 
of art" 

From the Tinus, July 7, 1867, p. 12, coL 3. 

''The /aumai di Pontarlitr relates a case of premature inter- 
ment. During the funeral, three days back, of a young woman at 
Mootflorin, who had apparently died in an epileptic fit, the grave- 
digger, after having thrown a spadeful of earth on the coffin, 
thought he heard a moaning from the tomb. The body was 
consequently exhumed, and a vein having been opened, yielded 
blood almost warm and liquid. Hopes were for a moment enter- 
tained that the young woman would recover from her lethaigy; 
but she never did so entirely, and the next day life was found to 
be extinct" 

From the Lamet^ October 19, 1867, p. 504. 

"The JaurtuU de Morlaix mentions that a young woman at 
Bohaste, France, who was supposed to have died from cholera a 
few days back, was buried on the following afternoon. The 
sexton, when about to fill in the grave, fancied that he heard a 
noise in the coffin, and sent for the medical officer, who^ on re- 
moving the lid and examining the body, gave it as his opinion 
that the woman had been alive when buried." 

The official journal of the French Senate, January 3a 
1869, records that the attention of the Senate was called 
to Uiis case by means of a petition signed by seven 
residents in Paris, and the facts are confirmed by I« 
Roger, OfficUr de SohU, 
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From the Daify Telegraphy January i8» 1889. 

** A gendarme was buried alive the other day in a villafpe near 
Grenoble. The man had become intoxicated on pouto brandy, 
and fell into a profound sleep. After twenty hours passed in 
slumber, his friends considered him to be dead, particularly as 
his body assumed the usual rigidity of a corpse. When the 
seston, however, was lowering the remains of the ill-fated gen- 
clarme into the grave, he heard moans and knocks proceeding 
ixoak the interior of the * four-boards.' He immediately bored 
holes in the sides of the coflin, to let in air, and then knocked off 
the lid. The gendarme had, however, ceased to live, having 
horribly mutibocd his head in his frantic but futile efforts to burst 
hb coffin open.* 

The Undertaker^ Journal^ September 22, 1893. 

** A shocking occurrence is reported from Cesa, a little village 
near Naples. A woman living at that place was recently seized 
with sodden illness. A doctor who was called certified that the 
woman was dead, and the body was consequently placed in a 
coffin, which was deposited in the watch-house of the local 
cemetery. Next day an old woman passing close to the cemetery 
thought she heard smothered cries proceeding from the watch* 
house. The fimiily was informed, but when the lid of the coffin 
was forced off a shocking spectacle presented itself to the gaze of 
the liorri6ed viUagers. The wretched woman had turned on her 
sidc^ and the position of her aim showed that she had made a 
desperate effort to raise the lid. The eldest son, who was among 
die persons who broke open the coffin, received such a shock that < 
he died three days Uter." 

From the London Echo^ October 6^ 1894. 



''A story of a horrible nature comes liom St Petersburg in 
connectkm with the interment at Tkx)bayn, near that city, of a 
girl named Aatonova. She had piesumably died, and in 
eooTM die foneral took place. After the service at the 
y, the grave-diggers were startled by sounds of moaning 
[from die coffin. Insteadt howeve r, of instandy breaking 
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It open, they rushed off to find a doaor, and when he and some 
officials arrived and broke open the shell, the unhappy inmate was 
already the corpse she had been supposed to be a day earlier. It 
was evident, however, that no eflbru could have savai life at the 
last moment. The body was half-turned in the coffin, the left hand, 
having escaped its bandages, being under the cheek.** 

The London Star, August 19, 1895. 

** Grenoble, August 17. 
^ On Monday last a num was found in a dying condition by the 
side of a bmok near the village of Le Pin. Everything possible 
was done for him, but he relapsed into unconsciousness, and 
became to all appearance dead. The funeral was arranged, and 
there being no suspicion of foul play, the body was interred on 
the following day. The coffin had been lowered to the bottom of 
the grave, and the sexton had begun to cover it with earth, when 
he heard muffled sounds proceeding from it. The earth was 
hastily removed and the coffin opened, when it was discovered 
that the unfortunate occupant was alive. He was taken to a 
neighbouring house, but rapidly sank into a comatose condition, 
and died without uttering a word. The second burial took place 
yesterday." 

A writer in the Referee, VLzy 19, 1901, makes the 
following statement : — 

''I once, in my childhood's days, saw a man who had been 
buried alive in the churchyard atuched to St. Paul's Church, 
Deptford. It was at the period of the terrible cholera visitation 
which occurred, as near as I can remember, about fiAy years aga 
The burial had proceeded as for as the dirt being sprinkled on the 
coffin when the bystanders thought they heard a noise proceeding 
from it The coffin was quickly raised, and it was found that the 
man had torn the nails of his hands and feet off in his endeavours 
to get out. He was taken into my father's house, the Pilot, a 
public-house now known by another sign, where he was promptly 
attended ta I saw him about Deptford for years after. Perhaps 
some old Deptford reader may also remember the drcumstaaces." 
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Presentiments and Their Realization. 

Mr. Oscar F. Shaw, Attomey-at-Law» 145 Broadway, 
New York, furnished the author with particulars of the 
following case, of which he had personal knowledge : — 
**In or about the year 1851, Virginia Macdonald, who 
up to that time had lived with her father in Catherine 
Street, in the City of New York, apparently died, and 
was buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

" After the burial her mother declared her belief that 
the daughter was not dead when buried, and persist- 
ently asserted her belief. The family tried in various 
wa3rs to assure the mother of the deadi of her daughter, 
and even resorted to ridicule for that purpose ; but the 
mother insisted so long and so strenuously that her 
daughter was buried alive, that finally the family con- 
sented to have the body taken up, when, to their 
horror, they discovered the body lying on the side, the 
hands badly bitten, and every indication of a premature 
burial" 

The DaUy Express of June 15, 1903, cites a horrible 
case, from its Paris correspondent, of a boy buried 
alive: — 

*A gbastly inckleDC is reported from Benevent, where a boy, • 
fourteen yean of 9%t^ was takea ill, and three days ago was 
dedared to he dead. The mother went almost mad with grief, and 
force had to be used to get the body from her for interment, 
asMftiag that her too was not dead. The day after the funeral 
she was dis c ove r ed to have reopened the grave, removing the 
earth with her hands, and to prove to her that her son was really 
dead when buried the sexton opened the coffin. It was then found 
that die boy, whose body was Inghtfolly contorted, had actually 
[in the < 
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The Daily Mail, August 3, 1903, publishes the 
following from its St Petersburg correspondent : — 

''A terrible occurrence is reported from the South Russian town, 
Novocherkask. The wife of a landed proprietor in the vicinity 
having died, the Orthodox priest persuaded the widower to have 
her buried at once on account of the excessive heat, which was 
likely to hasten decomposition. After the funeral, however, the 
bereaved husband began to feel very uneasy, and on the third day 
he asked the priest's permission to exhume the body to see if his 
wife were really dead. When the coffin was opened a terrible 
sight presented itself to the horror-stricken husband. There had 
evidently been a great struggle, as through the ignorance of the 
priest the woman had been buried while in a comatose state.** 

From "Death" to Life and its Horrors. 

The Lancet, May 22, 1858, p. 519, has the follow- 
ing:— 

''A case of restoration to consciousness aAer burial is recorded 
by the Austrian journals in the person of a rich manufacturer, 
named Oppelt, at Rudenberg. He was buried fifteen years agoi, 
and lately, on opening the vault, the lid of the coffin was found 
forced open, and his skeleton in a sitting posture in a comer of the 
vault. A Government Commission has reported on the matter.** 

From the Tivtes, May 6, 1874, p. 1 1, foot of col. 4. 

**The Mtisagtr du Midi relates the following dreadful story :— 
A young married woman residing at Salon (Bouches du Rhone) 
died shortly after her confinement in August last. The medical 
man, who was hastily summoned when her illness assumed a 
dangerous form, certified her death, and recommended immediate 
burial in consequence of the intense heat then prevailing, and 
six hours afterwards the body was interred. A few days since, 
the husband having resolved to re*marry, the mother of his late 
wife desired to have her daughter's remains removed to her native >^ 

town, Marseilles. When the vault was opened a horrible sight 
presented itself. The corpse lay in the middle of the vault, with 
7 
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dtsherdled hair and the linen torn to pieces. It evidently had 
been gnawed in her agony by the unfortunate victim. The shock 
which the dreadful spectacle caused to the mother has been so 
great that fears are entertained for her reason, if not for her life." 

The BrMsA Medicfd Journal, December 8» 1877, 
p. 8i9» inserts the following: — 

''A corre sp ondent at Naples sUtes that the Appeal Court has 
had bcfoie it a case not likely to inspire confidence in the minds 
of those who look forward with horror to the possibility of being 
buried alive. It appeared from the evidence that some time ago 
a woman was interred with all the usual formalities, it being 
believed that she was dead, while she was only in a. trance. 
Some days afterwards, the grave in which she had been placed 
being opened for the reception of another body, it was found that 
the clothes which covered the unfortunate woman were torn to 
piecesi and that she had even broken her limbs in attempting to 
extricate herself from the living tomb. The Court, after hearing 
the casc^ sentenced the doctor who had signed the certificate of 
decease, and the mayor who had authorised the interment, each 
to three months^ imprisonment for involimtary manslaughter." 

The following remarkable case of waking in the grave 
b reported from Vienna : — 

** A lady residing at Derbisch, near Kolin, in Bohemia, where 
she owned considerable property, was buried last week, after a 
brief illness, in the family vault at the local cemetery. Four days 
alierwards her granddaughter was interred in the same place, but 
as the stone slab covering the aperture was removed, the by- 
standeis were horrified to see that the lid of the coffin below had 
been raised, and that the arm of die corpse was protruding. It 
was ascertained eventually that the unfortunate lady, who was 
supposed to have died of heart disease^ had been buried alive. 
She had evidendy re cove r ed consciousness for a few minutes, and 
had fomd strength enough to burst open her coffin. The authori- 
ties are bent on taking measures of die utmost severity against 
those t9aignaSfiiit?^U99dirUAiri Jmtrmi^ August si, 1889. 
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The Undertaker^ and Funeral Director^ Journal^ 
July 22, 189a 

'*A horrible story comes from Majola, Mantua. The body of 
a woman, named Lavrinia Merli, a peasant, who was supposed to 
have died from hysterics, was placed in a vault on Thursday^ 
July 3. On Saturday evening it was found that the woman had 
re),'ained consciousness, torn her grave-clothes in her struggles^ 
had turned completely over in the coffin, and had given birth to a 
seven-months'-old child. Both mother and child were dead when 
the coffin was opened for the last time previous to interment" 

The London Glohe^ October 26, 1896, mentions the 
following case : — 

''A soldier's wife was reported by a military suigeon to have 
died during her confinement She was buried on his certificate of 
death ; but about two days afterwards the baby to whom she had 
given birth was also reported dead. The mother's coffin was then 
disinterred and opened, with the view of placing the deceased baby 
in it ; but, horrible to relate, it was discovered by only too evident 
signs that the woman had been buried alive, and had recov er ed 
consciousness after burial" 

Exhumed without an Order. 

The following case, published in the Speciaiar^ October 
I9i i895f is instructive in that the victim was exhumed 
without an order from the Home Secretary, or waiting 
for any formalities, and was restored to life : — 

'* Sir,— W/fK^f of your article and the correspondence about 
being buried alive, in the Spectaior of September 3^ the enclosed 
may interest you. It is an extract which I have copied to-day 
out of a letter to a neighbour of mine from his brother in Ireland, 
dated October 6^ 1895:— * About three weeks ago^ our kitchen- \ 
maid asked leave to go away for two or three days to see her 
mother, who was dying. She came back again on a Friday or 
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Saturday, saying her mother was dead and buried. On Wednesday 
she got a letter sa)nng her mother had been dug up, and was alive 
and getting all right So she «Tnt up to see her, and sure enough 
there she was ^ right enough," as G— says, having got' out of 
her tiance, and knowing nothing about being in her grave from 
Saturday till Tuesday. The only thing she missed was her rimi^s ; 
she could not make out where they had got ta Her daughter, it 
seems, told the doctor on her way back here that it struck her that 
her mother had never got stiflf after death, and she could not help 
tfainkiag it was very odd ; and it made her very uncomfortable. 
He never said a won! ; and the kitchen-maid heard nothing until 
she got the letter saying her mother was back again and alive. 
Luckily, she did not ''come to" until she had been taken out of 
her coffin. It was a ^ rum go " altogether. They say exactly the 
sane thing happened to a sister of hers who is now alive and 
wdL'— I am. Sir, etc, 

"PEVERIL TURKllULL." 

The Evidence of Undertakers. 

The Undertaktr^ and Funeral Directors' Journal^ July 
22, 1889, relates the following cases : — 

''A New York underuker recently told the following 8tor>', the 
dfcnmstances of which are still remembered by old residents of 
tlie city : — ^* About forty >'ears ago a lady living on Division Street, 
New York City, fell doui, apparently, while in the act of dancing 
at a balL It was a fashionable af&ir, and being able to afford it, 
she wore costly jewellery. Her husband, a flour merchant, who 
fc»ved her devotedly, resolved that she should be interred in her 
ball dress, diamonds, pearls, and all ; also that there should be no 
autopsy. As the weather was very inclement when the funeral 
wached the cemetery, the body was placed in the receiving vault 
lor burial Aext day. The underuker was not a poor man, but he 
was avarickms, and he made up his mind to possess the jeweller}-. 
He went in the night, and took the huly's watch from the folds of 
her dress. He next began to drsw a diamond ring from her 
fiflfCfvaad in doing so had to use violence enough to tear the skin. 
tlw hMly moved and groaned, and the thiei; terrified and 
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« 
conscience -stricken, fled from the cemetery, and has never been since 
heard from, that I know of. The lady, after the first emotions of 
horror, at her unheard-of position had passed over, gathered her 
nerves together and stepped out of the vault, which the thief had 
left open. How she came home I cannot tell ; but this I know — 
she lived and had children, two at least of whom are alive to-day.* 

"Another New York undertaker told this story. The New York 
papers thirty-five years ago were full of its ghastly details. *Tbe 
daughter of a Court Street baker died. It was in winter, and the 
father, knowing that a married sister of his dead child, who lived 
in St Louis, would like to see her face before being laid in the grave 
for ever, had the body placed in the vault, waiting her arrival The 
sister came, the vault was opened, the lid of the coffin uken olC 
when, to the unutterable horror of the friends assembled, they 
found the grave-clothes torn in shreds, and the fingers of both 
hands eaten ofT. The girl had been buried alive.' 

** Until about forty years ago a noted family of Virginia pre* 
served a curious custom, which had been religiously observed for 
more than a centur)% Over a hundred years ago a member of the 
family died, and, upon being exhumed, was found to have been 
buried alive. From that time until about 1850^ every member of 
the family, man, woman, or child, who died, was subbed in the 
heart with a knife in the hands of the head of the house. The 
reason for the cessation of this custom was that in 1850 or there- 
abouts, a beautiful young girl was supposed to be dead, the knife 
was plunged into her bosom, when she gave vent to a featful 
•cream and died. She had merely been in a trance. The incident 
broke her fother's heart, and in a fit of remorse he killed himself 
not long afterwards. 

"There are many families in the United States wbo^ wheD any 
of. their number dies, insist that an artery be opened to determine 
whether life has fied or not." 

Dk. Chew's Reminiscences. 

While in India, in the early part of the year 1896, 
Dr. Roger S. Chew, of Calcutta, who, having been laid 
out for dead, and narrowly escaped living sepulture, has 
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had the best reasons for studying the subject, gave me 
particulars of the following cases : — 

* Fiank Lasoelles, aged thirty-two yean, was seated at breakfast 
with a number of us young fellowt, and was in the middle of a 
burst of hearty laughter when his head fell forward on his plate 
and he was *dead.' As there was a distinct history of cardiac dis- 
ease in his fiimily, while he himself had frequently been treated for 
valvuhtf disease of the heart, he was alleged to have 'died' of car- 
diac fisilure, and was duly interred in the Coonor Cemetery. Some 
six months later, permission was obtained to remove his remains 
to St. John's Churchyard in Ootacamund. The coffin was ex. 
burned, and, as a 'matter of form,' the lid removed to identify the 
resident, when, to the horror of the lookers-on, it was noticed that, 
though mummification had taken place, there had been a fearful 
struggle underground, for the body, instead of being on its back as 
ic was when first coffined, was lying en Us face^ with its arms and 
legs drawn np as close as the confined space would permit His 
trousers (a perfectly new pair) were burst at the left knee, while his 
sbirt-fioDt was torn to ribbons and bloodstained, and the wood of 
that portion of the coffin immediately below his mouth fk*as stained 
a deep reddtsh-brown-black {bloody Old Dr. Donaldson, whom 
we were all very fond d^ tried to explain nuitters by saying that the 
joldag of the coffin on iu way to the cemetery had overturned the 
body, and that the blood stains on the shirt and wood were the 
aatnial result of blood flowing (/^^ ooring) out of the mouth of the 
corpse as it lay lace downwards. A nice theory, but scarcely a 
probable one, as all the jolting in creation could not possibly turn 
a corpse over in an Indian coffin, which is so built that there is 
scarody two inches spare space over any portion of the contained 
body* and unless the supposed corpse regained consciousness and 
I €omsidermbk forces it could not possibly turn round in its 



* Mary Norah Best, aged seventeen years, an adopted daughter 
of Jfis. C A. Mooter mii Chew, *died' of cholera, and was en* 
ioasbed in the Chew's vault in the old French cemetery at Calcutta. 
The certifyiag surgeoa was a man who would have benefited by 
1 bad twice (though ineflectually) attempted to put an 
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end to her adopted mother, who fled from India to England after 
the second attempt on her life, but, unfortunately, left the ^iti 
behind. When Mary *died' she was put into a pia^ coffin, the 
lid of which was muUd, not screwed, down. In i88f, ten years 
or so later, the vault was unsealed to admit the body of Mrs. 
Moore's brother, J. A. A. Chew. On entering the vault, the under* 
ulcer's assistant and I found the lid of Mary's coffin on the floor, 
while the position of the skeleton (half in, half out of the collin« 
and an ugly gash across the right parietal bone) plainly showed 
that after being entombed Mary awoke from the tiance, struggled 
violently till she wrenched the lid off" her coffin, when she either 
fainted away with the strain of the eflbrt in bursting open her 
casket, and while falling forward over the edge of her coflin struck 
her head against the masonry shelf, and died almost immediately ; 
or, worse still— as surmised by some of her clothing which was 
found hanging over the edge of the coffin, and the position of her 
right hand, the fingers of which were bent and close to where 
her throat would have been had the flesh not rotted away — she 
recovered consciousness, fought for life, forced her coffin open, and 
sitting up in the pitchy darkness of the vault went mad with 
fright, tore her clothes off, tried to throttle herself, and banged her 
head against the masonry shelf until she fell forward senseless 
and dead." 

Could the Battle-field Speak. 

The New York Herald (Paris), January 24, 1897, 
says: — 

"Dr. Good has not the slightest doubt that premature burial 
may take place on the battle*field, and cited a case which was 
afterwards confirmed by Dr. Halsterd Uoyland, who was present at 
the time, and under whose eyes Uhe dead man' came to life. Dr. 
Good continues : — About four o'clock in the afternoon on Auyust 
14, 1870^ at the battle of Bomy, near Mets, I saw a shell burst over 
the head of a tirailUur posted about thirty yards to the right, and 
in front of me he fell to the ground dead. At midnight, in going 
over the field again to search for any wounded that might have \ 
been overlooked, I chanced to pass by that same spot, and put my 
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laatero to the man's face ; his eyes were open and bloodshot, and 
Iroai the nostrils and mouth had ooied a bloody froth. I turned 
the bead to the right and left to see where the shell had struck, but 
not a scratch anywhere, and the body neither rigid nor cold. I 
then ordered the im/irmurs to put the man on a stretcher and carry 
him to the little church where my temporary ambulance was estab- 
lished. What was my surprise when Dr. Boyland, who was then 
assistant suigeon*major in the same ambulance, came at four 
o'clock in the morning to tell me that my dead man had tome to 
life again and asked d Mrt t Six weeks later that soldier, Martin, 
was sent back to his regiment fit for service. Here the concussion 
€i the^ brain had caused inhibition of all the functions ; there was 
no heart-beat perceptible nor any sign of respiration, and if the 
sapemrs had come, as they sometimes did in the middle of the 
night instead of early next morning to bury the dead, this poor 
devil would have been thrown alive in i^ foui commum? 

A correspondent in the Guentsiy Siar^ of December 
l6^ 1902, writes as follows : — 

**Sonie years since a pensioner from the army woriced for my 
father. This ex-soldier had served in the Peninsular wars, 
Crimean, Indian* African. In one sanguinary battle he was badly 
wounded, and picked up and laid on a heap with many others who 
were supposed to be dead. A big trench was prepared, and when 
ready the huge mass of dead bodies was removed into it. But now 
and again a body wsis found to be still alive. The person of whom 
I write was one of them. His opinion was that the hurried burial 
of soldiers means the suflbcating in the earth of many who would 
recover from their wounds and loss of bkx)d if given the chance. 
Doubtless in the hue war in Africa many have been buried who 
were simply in a state of trance." 

Dr. Chew narrated the following circumstance to the 
author: — 

''Shortly alker the Afghan war of 1878, Surgeon-Major T. Barn- 
well and I were told off to take a large number of time-expired 
■sen, nivalid% and wooadedy to Deolali on their way to EngUnd. 
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Some of the wounded were in a very critical sute, necessiuting 
great care ; one man in particular, Trooper Holmes, of the loth 
Hussars, who had an ugly bullet-wound running along his left thi({h 
and under the groin. Our only means of transport for these poor 
fello%irs was the ' palki ' or doolie carried by four bearers at a curious 
swinging pace. When we got to Nowshera, Holmes seemed on a 
fair way to recovery, but the swinging of the doolie seemed too 
much for him, and he grew weaker day by day till we got to 
Hassan Abdool, when we could not rouse him to take some 
nourishment before starting on the march, and to all appearance 
he seemed perfectly dead ; but as there was neither the time nor 
convenience to hold a posUmcrUm^ we carried the body on to 
'John Nicholson,' where, the same difficulties being in the way, 
and no facilities for burial, we were obliged to put \ht p^i-m^rUm 
off for another day, and convey the corpse to Rawal Pindi rest 
camp, where we laid him on the floor of the mortuary tent and 
covered him over with a tarpaulin* This was his salvation, as 
next morning (il^., the third day succeeding his 'death'), when we 
raised the tarpaulin to hold the p^i-moriim^ some hundreds of 
field mice (these tracts are noUd for them) rushed out, and we 
noticed that Holmes was breathing, though very slowly — five or 
six respirations to the minute— and there were a few teeth marks 
where the mice had atucked his calves. To prevent a rdapse by 
the jolting on further marches, we handed him over to the station 
hospital staff, who pulled him round, and then forwarded him to 
the headquarters of his regiment at MeeruL" 
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CHAPTER V. 

NARROW ESCAPES FROM PREMATURE 
BURIAL 

Almost every intelligent and observant person with 
whom you converse, if the subject be introduced, has either 
known or heard of narrow escapes from premature burial 
within his or her own circle of friends or acquaintances ; 
and it is no exaggeration to say that such cases are 
numbered by thousands. It is to be hoped that the 
number of timely discoveries vastly exceed those actually 
interred in a state of suspended animation ; but as no 
investigation of graveyards or cemeteries (which eflfec- 
tually conceal their own tragedies) has ever taken place * 
in England until the remains are reduced to dust, and 
rarely in other countries, one cannot be sure that this 
optimistic view is correct 

An apparent suspension of life, following a serious 
illness, b usually considered a satisfactory proof of the 
reality of the expected death ; but these conditions can- 
not dwa3f8 be relied upon, as the following illustration 
proves: — 

A Leaf fkom Editor's Case Book. 

I had been attending for some time (about seven 
years ago) a child aged three 3^ears, who had suffered 
primarily from convulsions^ followed by vomitii^ and 
diarrhcea, with subsequent exhaustion and emaciation. 
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There seemed no hope of recovery, and I left my little 
patient one night fully believing I had seen him for the 
last time alive. I was late on my country rounds next 
day, and when I arrived at the cottage I noticed the 
blinds were drawn, and, upon entering, my eyes at once 
fell upon a couch pushed into a comer of the room, and 
covered by a white sheet, whilst the broken-hearted 
parents were weeping by the settle. I sat down and 
tried to comfort them, and finally left directions as to 
the hour when they might send for the death certificate. 
Before leaving I walked toward the couch, and drew 
back the covering from the pale waxen face. The jaw 
was fastened by a band in the usual way, coppers had 
been placed over the eyelids, and all was in readiness 
for the shell, which the undertaker was expected to 
bring in a few minutes. As I stood looking intently at' 
the child I fancied I detected the slightest movement of 
the chest It could but be imagination, I thought; 
nevertheless, instinctively I felt for the wrist, but failed 
to detect a pulse. Still, I watched — there again was 
that tremor 1 I applied my stethoscope to the r^ion of 
the heart without response, but, feeling dissatisfied, I 
undid the nightdress, and applied the instrument to the 
bare skin. I could hardly believe my ears — there was 
undoubtedly a beatl I shall never forget the shriek 

which the mother gave when I said, ** Mrs. W , your 

child is not dead ! " I at once applied hot flannels to 
the feet, and gently massaged the body for two or three 
hours, and had the satisfaction before I left — long after 
the undertaker had come and gone— of seeing the child 
taking nourishment in its mother's arms. He is now a 
fine, strong, healthy lad. He m^At have been— otherwise. 
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-Dead"— BY Medical Certificate. 

Thb danger is further illustrated by an incident which 
was related at a meeting of the London Association for 
the Prevention of Premature Burial, January 28, 1903 : — 

"^A lady, living at Holland Road, Kensington, testified that on 
bemng the news of the loss of her property, she went into violent 
hysterics for two houn, and then was thought to have died. After 
heing left for twenty-four hours, she was uken out of her bed, 
raUed on the floor, and needles and pins were stuck in her. Next 
luoniing one of the servants, on looking at her body on the bed, 
thooght it moved. The doctor was sent for again, but he certified 
thai she was undoubtedly dead, and so the coffin was ordered. 
Thiee hours afterwards her daughter said :— * I don't think mother 
is dead,' and applied some brandy to the cold lips. 'Then I came to,' 
said the lady, who added, 'That was five years ago — Ihavt my death 
urUJkmig mi komtl a Although I could not move, I could hear 
everything. I heard the men take my measurement for the doffin.' " 

''That,'' said Mr. Arthur Lovell (the hon. sec.) " was a 
I state of trance with which I am rather familiar. What 

I we want are State-appointed certifiers to examine all 

cases of supposed decease." 

''Another lady in the meeting certified that she knew a girl at 
I Kensington who *came to' after being pronounced dead, and who 

!, rrmembers hearing the doctor say — 'Ah, poor thing, now she is 

j out of her sttlforing.' * 

. The Daily Exprtss^ of March 20, 1903, and the DaUy 

JJaii^ of the 9th, give details of the supposed death of a 

I well-known lady, who, with her family, had long resided 

in the village of Woore, near Keele, North Staffordshire, 

I and whob after having been certified as dead by the 

I* local physician, was laid ready for interment :— 

I "AD pvcpaiatioos for the foneiml had been made, and friends 

aadieladvcs assembled to take a final forewcU. As the mourners 
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watched, the eyes of the lady were teen to open and her lips to 
move. Life had returned to the supposed corpse. The news of 
the strange event spread throughout the village and district, and 
produced the greatest excitement." 

The Daily Express^ of January 20, 1902, containa the 
following : — 

*' Frau Alexandre Szabo» of Debrectin, Hungar>', was certified 
dead by two doctors. She was placed in a coffin and the lid 
screwed down. As the coffin was being taken from the house the 
bearers heard a noise within it. It was opened, and the woman 
was found to be alive." 

The Umiertakers^ Journal^ July 22, 1893, *^y* • — 

** Charles Walker was supposed to have died suddenly at St. 
Louis a few days ago, and a burial certificate was obtained in due • 
course from the coroner's office. The body was lying in the coffin, 
and the relatives took a farewell look at the features, and withdrew'' 
as the undertaker's assistants advanced to screw down the lid. One 
of the undertaker's men noticed, however, that the position of the 
body in the coffin seemed to have undergone some slight change, 
and called attention to the fact. Suddenly, without any warning,, 
the * corpse' sat up in the coffin and gaied round the room. A 
physician was summonedt restoratives were applied, and in half an 
hour the supposed corpse was in a warm bed, sipping weak brandy 
and u-ater, and uking a lively interest in the surroundings. Heart* 
failure had produced a species of syncope resembling death that 
deceived even experts." 

The Banner of Lights Boston, July 28, 1894, quotes 
the following case of apparent sudden death medically 
certified : — 

"Sprakers, a village not far from Rondout, N.Y., was treated to- 
a sensation Tuesday, July 10^ by the supposed resurrection from \ 

the dead of Miu Eleanor Maricham, a young woman of respect-^ 
ability, who to all appearance had died on Sunday, July 8. 
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"Miss Markham about a fortnight ago complained of heart 
troable» and was treated by Dr. Howard. She grew weaker 
gradoaDy, and on Sunday morning apparently breathed her last, 
to the great grief of her relatives, by whom she was much beloved. 
The doctor pronounced her dead, and furnished the usual burial 
certificate. 

** Undertaker Jones took charge of the funeral arrangemenu. 
On account of the warm weather it was decided that the interment 
should take place Tuesday, and in the morning Miss Markham 
was put in the coffin. 

"After her rehitives had taken the last kx>k on what they sup- 
posed was their beloved dead, the lid of the coffin was fastened on, 
and the undertaker and his assistant took it to the hearse waiting 
outside. As they approached the hearse a noise was heard, and 
tbe coffin was put do%m and opened in short order. Behold ! there 
was poor Eleanor Maikham lying on her back, her fttce white and 
contorted, and her eyes distended. 

*** My God! 'she cried, in broken accents. 'Where am I? You 
are burying me alive.' * Hush 1 child,' said Dr. Howard, who 
happened to be present 'You are all right It is a mistake easily 
fcctified.' 

''The giri was then taken into the house and placed on the bed, 
when she fiiinted. While the doctor was administering stimulating 
tesloffmtives the trappings of woe were removed, and the hearse 
drove away with more cheerful rapidity than a hearM was ever 
dnvcn before. 

*" I was consdoos all the time you were making preparations to 
bury me,' she said, 'and tbe horror of my situation is altogether 
beyond description. I could hear everything that was going on, 
even a whisper ouuide the door, and although I exerted all my 
wiO-power, and made a supreme physical effort to cry out, I was 
powerless. ... At first I fancied the bearers would not hear 
OM^ bat when I felt one end of the coffin fidling suddenly, I knew 
that I bad been heard.' 

''Miss Markham is on a foir way to recovery, and what is 
is that the fiutterings of the heart that brought on her 
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Thirteen Days After "Death.** 

In a letter received from Mrs. H. E. Wright, of 
2 Bedford Road, Ilford, Essex, under date May 31, 1897, 
she says : — " A friend of mine was supposed to die of 
cholera at Boulogne some years aga She heard all the 
preparations being made for her funeral, when fortunately, 
by a desperate exertion, she managed to give signs of 
life. I know of another somewhat similar case ; but the 
most extraordinary case I ever heard of was one related 
by an aged relative, which happened in a ladies' boarding- 
school at Edinburgh, in which she was pupil This must 
have been between eighty and ninety years aga A 
young girl from the West Indies was confided in an 
especial manner to the care of the lady principal One 
day the girl died, after having been indisposed for a few 
days. The best doctors in Edinburgh^-one of the chief 
medical schools in the world — pronounced the girl dead, 
and wanted to have her buried, but the principal declared 
that nothing on earth would induce her to have the child 
buried until unmistakable signs of corruption showed 
themselves ; but days passed and no signs to satisfy the 
good lady appeared, who meanwhile kept applying hot 
bread to the soles of the feet At last, after ten days or 
so, even the eminent doctors began to be staggered. At 
the end of thirteen days, when the principal went to her 
room with hot bread, she found the girl sitting up in bed, 
rubbing her eyes in a somewhat bewildered manner, and 
expressing a desire to get up and set about her lessons. 
It is quite possible that had she not come from such a 
distance her own relations might have been called in, 
and the poor child buried ; but in days when there were 
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no Steamers, and a voyage to the West Indies might 
mean two or three months, the schoolmistress felt all 
the agony of letting the parents know that their daughter 
had been dead many weeks before the information came 
to them. So she acted with the determination of despair, 
and acted wisely and welL** 

A Resuscitated Humorist. 

The Undiriaker^ and Funeral Directors' Journal of 
May/ 1888, narrates an interesting and apparently 
trustworthy story : — 

**Mn. Lockhart, of Dirkhill, who died in 1835, used to relate to 
her grandchildren the following anecdote of her ancestor, Sir 
William Lindsay, of Covington, towards the close of the seventeenth 
century: — *Sir William was a humorist, and noted, moreover, 
for preserving the pictoresqae appendage of a beard at a period 
when the £uhion had long passed away. He had been extremely 
ill, and life was at last supposed to be extinct, though, as it 
afterwards tamed out, he was merely in a **dead faint" or trance. 
The female relatives were assembled for the ** chesting "—the 
act of potting a corpse into a coffin, with the entertainment given 
€» sudi mdancholy occasions — in a lighted chamber in the old 
tower of Covington, where the ** bearded knight" lay stretched 
upon his bier. Dot when the servanu were about to enter to 
assist at the cetemonies, Isabella Somerville, Sir William's great- 
gianddanghteTy and Mrs. Lockhart's grandmother, then a child, 
creeping dose to her mother, whispered into her ear, '^The beard 
IS wagging ! the beard is wagging I " Mrs. Somerville, upon this, 
looked to the bier, and, observing indications of life in the ancient 
knight, made the company retire, and Sir William soon came out 
of hisfiunt Hot bottles were applied and cordials administered, 
and in the coarse of the evening be was able to converse with his 
fiuaily. They cxpbuned that they had believed him to be actually 
dcadi and Uiat anaagements bad even been made for his funeral 
la answer to the qnestknii ^Have the folks been warned?" (iJe^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



A RESUSCITATED HUMOURIST. 10$ 

invited to the funeral) he was told that they had— that the funeral 
day had been fixed, an ox slain, and other preparations made for 
entertaining the company. Sir William then said, *'A11 is as it 
should be ; keep it a dead secret that I am in life, and let the 
folks come." His wishes were complied with, and the company 
assembled for the burial at the appointed time. After some delay, 
occasioned by the non-arrival of the clergyman, as was supposed* 
and which afforded an opportunity of discuuing the merits of the 
deceased, the door suddenly opened, when, 'to their surprise and 
terror, in stepped the knight himself, pale in countenance and 
dressed in black, leaning on the arm of the minister of the parish 
of Covington. Having quieted their alarm and explained matters, 
he called upon the clergyman to conduct an act of devotion, which 
included thanksgiving for his recovery and escape from beinj^ 
buried alive. This done, the dinner succeeded. A jolly evening, 
after the manner of the time, was passed, Sir William himself 
presiding over the carousals.'" 



Restoration by Warmth. 

The Lanat^ November 27, 1858, p. 561, cites a re- 
markable case which was after^vards corroborated in all 
its details by the surgeon who attended the patient, Mr. 
R. B. Mason, M.R.C.S., of Nuneaton. 

'^The girl, whose name is Amelia Hinks, is twelve or 
thirteen years of age, and resides with her parents in 
Bridge Street, Nuneaton. She had lately appeared to 
be sinking under the influence of some ill-explained 
disorder, and about three weeks since, as her friends 
imagined, she died. The body was removed to another 
room. It was rigid and icy cold. It was washed and 
laid out with all due funereal train. The limbs were 
decently placed, the eyelids closed and penny-pieces 
laid over them. The coffin was ordered For more 
8 
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than forty-eight hours the supposed corpse lay beneath 
the winding-sheet, when it happened that her grand- 
father, coming from Leamington to assist in the last 
mournful ceremonies, went to see the corpse. The old 
man removed a penny-piece, and he thought that the 
corpse winked ! There was a convulsive movement of 
the lid. This greatly disturbed his composure; for, 
though he had heard that she died with her eyes open, 
he was unprepared for this palpebral signal of her good 
understanding with death. A surgeon is. said to have 
been summoned, who at first treated the matter as a 
delusion, but subsequently ascertained stethoscopically 
that there was still slight cardiac pulsation. The body 
was then removed to a warm room, and gradually the 
returning signs of animation became unequivocal. When 
speech was restored, ' the girl described many things 
which had taken place since her supposed death. She 
knew who had closed her eyes and placed the coppers 
thereon. She also heard the order given for her coffin, 
and oould repeat the various remarks made over her as 
she lay in her death-clothes. She refused food, though 
in a state of extreme debility. She has since shown 
symptoms of mania, and is now said to have relapsed 
into a semi-cataleptic condition." 

The tM$M^ March 5, 1859, p. 254, writes further: — 

** Another case of trance is reported, in addition to 
those which we have lately recorded. A widow named 
Anfray, about sixty years of age, of St Agnan de 
Cenuikres (EureX long seriously ill, became suddenly 
wofBe^ grew cold and motionless, and, as it was thought. 
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dead. She was laid out, the coffin ordered, and the 
church bell tolled. She recovered consciousness just 
before the funeral was to take place.'' 

Apparent Death in Pregnancy. 

Hufeland (one of the greatest authorities on the subject 
in Germany), in his essay upon the uncertainty of the 
signs of death, tells of a case of the wife of Professor 
Camerer, of Tubingen, who was hysterical, and had a 
fright in the sixth month of her pregnancy, that brought 
on convulsions (eclampsia), which continued for four 
hours, when she seemed to die completely. Two cele- 
brated physicians, besides three others of less note, re- 
garded the case as ended in death, as all the recognised 
signs of death were present However, attempts to 
revive her were at once resorted to, and were continued 
for five hours, when all the medical attendants, except 
one, gave the case up, and left The physician who 
remained pulled off a blister-plaster that had been put 
on one of the feet, when the lady gave feeble signs of life 
by t\vitchings about the mouth. The doctor then re- 
newed his efforts to revive her, by various stimulating 
means, and by burning, and by pricking the spine ; but 
all in vain, for after her slight evidences of revival, she 
seemed to die unmistakably. She lay in a state of 
apparent death for six days, but there was a small space 
over the heart where a little warmth could be detected 
by the hand, and on this account the burial was put ofT. 
On the seventh day she opened her eyes, and slowly 
revived, but was completely unconscious of all that had 
happened. She then gave birth to a dead childi and 
soon thereafter recovered her health completely. 
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After Pregkancv. 

Dr. Frederick A. Floyer, of Mortimer, Berks, published 
the following case in the Tocsin^ November i, 1889, 
voL i^ (x 84, under the head of "^ Premature Burial " : — 

" A narrow escape of this was recently communicated 
difect to the writer, and as it has some extremely im- 
portant bearings on the value of what are usually 
considered to be evidences of death, we give it as 
told' by the survivor, who is still alive in the form of 
a cheery and intelligent old lady in the fullest possession 
of her faculties and memory. 

''Herself the wife of a medical officer attached to 

idle — th Rq^iment, she was stationed at Island, 

where at the age of twenty-eight she was safely confined. 
Shortly after this she was walking out with an attendant 
when she was taken suddenly ill with a painful spasm 
of the heart — ^what appears to have been an attack 
of amgima pectoris — and was conveyed indoors and 
propped up with pillows, suffering great pain, and 
although medical attendance was summoned, nothing 
was of avail, and she died — at least in the opinion of 
those around her, who paid the proper attention to 
what they regarded as a corpse. It was the custom 
there to bury at sundown anyone who died during 
the day. We understand that in warm countries it is 
difiicolt to close the eyelids properly, and so this lady, 
lying motionless and rigid, contemplated with perfectly 
clear perception, but with an utter indifference, the bring- 
ing in of the coffin and the necessary preparations for her 
interment ; she remembers her children coming to take 
a last look at her, and then being taken down stairs. 



Digitized by 



Google 



AFTER PREGNANCY. IO9 

" She would never have lived to tell the story but for 
an accident, which happened in this way. Her nurse, 
who was much attached to her, was stroking her face 
and the muscles of her jaw, and presently declared she 
heard a sound of breathing. Medical assistance was 
summoned, and the mirror test applied, but the surface 
was 'undimmed. Then, to make sure, they opened a 
vein in each arm, but no blood flowed. No limb 
responded to stimulus, and they declared that the nurse 
was mistaken, and that the body was dead beyond 
doubt 

''But the nurse persisted in her belief and in her 
attentions, and did succeed in establishing a sign of life. 
Then mustard applications to her feet and to the back 
of her neck, and burnt feathers applied to her nostrils, 
which she remembered burning her nose, completed her 
return to consciousness." 

Discussion in the French Senate. 

The Medical Times, London, 1866, vol. i., p. 258, under 
the heading " Buried Alive," remarks as follows : — ^"The 
abundance of other topics hinders us at present from 
saying more than a few words on the conditions under 
which there may be real danger of burial before life is 
quite extinct Now, we will only reproduce the cases 
reported by Cardinal Archbishop Donnet, in the French 
Senate, in a discussion on a petition that the time 
between death and burial should be lengthened. We 
will add one instance, which we have heard on the best 
authority: — About thirty years ago, a young woman \ 
of eighteen, daughter of Madame Laligand, living in 
the Rue des Tonnelliers, at Beaune, in Burgundy, was 
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supposed to have died. The ordinary measures were 
taken for interment The body was put in a coffin, and 
taken to the church; the funeral service was said, and the 
cortigi set out for the cemetery ; but on the road 
between the church and the cemetery the supposed dead 
recovered power of motion and speech, was removed 
from the coffin, put to bed, recovered, married, and lived 
e^hteen years afterwards. She said she retained her 
consciousness during the whole of her supposed death, 
and liad counted the nails that were driven into her 
coffin. Statements such as these, and such as those 
made by the Archbishop, will surely be subjected to the 
ordeal of a French scientific commission, and we may 
suspend our judgment for the present To return to his 
Eminence. He said he had the very best reasons for 
believing that the victims of hasty interments were more 
numerous than people supposed. He considered the 
rules and regulations prescribed by the law ver>^ 
judicious ; but, unfortunately, they were, particularly in 
the country, not always executed as they should be, nor 
was sufficient importance attached to them. In the 
village he was stationed m as an assistant-curate in the 
first period of his sacerdotal life, he saved two persons 
from being buried alive. The first an aged man, who 
lived twelve hours after the hour prescribed for his 
interment by the municipal officer; the second was a man 
who was quite restored to life. In both cases a trance 
more prolonged than usual was taken for actual death." 

Called Back to Life. 

*The other instances," says the Midicai Timei cor- 
respondent, ^ I give in the words of the Archbishop : — 
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*"The next case that occurred to me was at Bordeaux. A 
young lady, who bore one of the most distiuKuished names in 
the Department, had passed through what was supposed the last 
agony, and, )m apparently all was over, the father and mother 
were torn away from the heartrending specude. As God willed 
it, I happened to pass the door of the house at the moment, 
when it occurred to me to call and inquire how the young lady 
was going on. When I entered the room, the nurse, finding the 
body breathless, was in the act of covering the face, and, indeed, 
there was every appearance that life had departed. Somehow or 
other, it did not seem to me so ceruin as to the bystanders. I 
resolved to try. I raised my voice, called loudly upon the young 
lady not to give up all hope— that I was come to cure her, and 
that I was about to pray by her side. ^ You do not see me," I 
said, *'but you hear what I am saying." My presentiments were 
not unfounded. The word of hope I uttered reached her ear and 
effected a marvellous change, or, rather, called back the life that 
was departing. The young girl survived ; she is now a wife, and 
mother of children, and this day is the lutppiness of two most 
respectable families.' 

''The Archbishop mentioned another instance of a 
similar revival in a town in Hungary during the cholera 
of 183 1, which he heard that day from one of his 
colleagues of the Senate, as they were mounting the 
staircase.'* 

Archbishop's Startling Experience. 

The last incident related by the Archbishop is so 
interesting, and made such a sensation, that it deserves 
to be repeated in his own words : — 

'''In the summer of 1836, on a close summer day, in a church 
which was exceedingly crowded, a young priest, who was in the act 
of preaching, was suddenly seized with giddiness in the pulpit. 
The words he was uttering became indistinct ; he soon lost the 
power of speech, and sank down on the floor. He was uken out 
of the church and carried home. All was thought to be over. 
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Some hours after, the funeral bdl was tolled, and the usual 
preparations made for the interment His eyesight was gone ; but 
if he could see nothing, like the young lady I have alluded to, he 
could hear, and I need not say that what reached his ears was not 
calculated to reassure him. The doctor came, examined him, 
and pronounced him dead; and after the usual inquiries as to 
his age and the pUice of his birth, etc, gave permission for his 
interment next morning. The venerable bishop, in whose cathedral 
the young priest was preaching when he was seited with the iit, 
came to his bedside to recite the ** De Prolundis." The body was 
measured for the coffin. Night came on, and you will easily feel 
bow itiexpressible was the anguish of the human being in such a 
situation. At last, amid the voices murmuring around him, he 
distinguished that of one whom he had known from infancy. That 
voice produced a marvellous effect and superhuman effort. Of 
what followed I need say no more than that the seemingly dead 
man stood next day in the same pulpit That young priest, 
gentlemen, is the same man who is now speaking before you, and 
whOf more than forty years after that event, implores those in 
authority, not merely to watch vigilantly over the careful execution 
of the legal prescriptions with regard to interments, but to enact 
fresh ones in order to prevent the recurrence of irreparable 



Again Discussed but Nothing Done. 

To this report of the Medical Tvtus^ it may be added 
that the petition of M. de Camot furnished statistics 
showing the frequency of these terrible disasters, and 
suggested various preventive measures, including the 
establishment of mortuaries, a longer interval between 
death and burial, and the application of scientific 
methods of restoration where decomposition is not 
manifest The reality of the terrible dangers, as pointed 
oat by Cardinal Donnet, was confirmed by Senators 
Toorangin and Viscount de Baral, in the recital of other 
I of premature interment 
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When the subject was revived in the Senate on 
January 29, 1869— on which occasion five petitions were 
presented, urging important reforms, and detailing other 
cases of premature interment — Cardinal Donnet again 
took part in the debate, and urged that no burial should 
be permitted without the signature of a doctor or officer 
of health, as well as the written authorisation of the 
Mayor, so that the fact of death might always be verified. 
The Cardinal then furnished particulars of another recent 
case of premature interment in TEst, and recalled the 
fact that one of their honourable colleagues of the 
Senate, M. le Comte de la Rue, had had a narrow 
escape from live sepulture. 

The several petitions were forwarded to the Minister 
of the Interior, but nothing was done to remedy the evil. 

MEDigAL EXPERIENCE& 

•Dr. Brewer," says the Lancet^ of June 2, 1866, p. 
611, *Mn the course of tlie address delivered to the 
Guardians of St. George's at St. James's Hall, adverted 
to the 'laying-out' case at St Pancras, and dwelt upon 
the question of suspended animation in a passage which 
really deserves to be quoted." 

** I have been more than once under a condition of apparently 
suspended respiration, and with circumstances less comfortable 
than those related of this babe ; and yet, active as is my brain* 
and sensitive as is my body, I remember as well as though it were 
but yesterday that, on being restored to consciousness, no feeling 
of discomfort of any kind attended my experience on either occasion. 
It is under the truth to say I have known a score of cases of those 
who have been supposed dead being reanimated. It is not many 
months ago a friend of mine, a rector of a suburban parish, was 
pronounced by his medical attendant to be dead. His bed was 
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anaagcdy and the loom left in its silence. His daughter had 
re-entered and sat at the foot, and the solemn toll of his own 
church hell was vibrating thnmgh the chamber, when a hand drew 
aside the closed cnrtainy and a voice came from the occupant of 
the bed— 'Eliabeth, my dear, what is that bell tolling for?' 
The daughter's response was, periiaps, an unfortunate one : ^F(nr 

Dr. D. W. Richardson quotes a case in the Lancet^ 
1888, vol iL, p. 1 179, of a man who» in 1869, was 
rendered cataleptic by a lightning -stroke, and who 
narrowly escaped living burial 

Dr. Franz Hartmann, in "^Premature Burial,** pp. I4-I7» 
cites a remarkable case of an Englishman who ^ died ** 
of Qrphoid fever and was buried, but four days after was 
exhumed and placed on the cold slab of the dissecting 
room ; when an incision was made in the breast, the 
''dead man** suddenly awoke, and grasped the wrist of 
the anatomist The Englishman subsequently published 
in Blackwoods Magasitu an account of his terrible 
experience. 

Dr. H. & Tanner, in a letter in the New York Times, 
January 18, i88a mentions two cases where persons 
awakened from trance at the moment of sepulture 
described in turn what their feelii^^ had been. Said 
one: — 

"Have you ever felt the paralysing influence of a horrible 
ni^tmaie? If you have had such experience, then you are 
ptepaied to conceive of the mental agonies I endured when 
I realised that my friends bdieved me dead, and were making 
preparations lor my bnriaL The hours and days of mental 
snuggle spent in the vain endeavour to break loose from the 
vice4ike grasp of thb wmse than horrible nightmare was a hell 
of tocncnt soch as no tongue can describe or pen portray." 
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Dr. Johnson, of St Charles, Illinois, is the other 
instance mentioned by Dr. Tanner, who in his hearing, 
and in the presence of a lai^e audience in Harrison's 
Hall, Minneapolis, stated that when a young man he 
was prostrated with a fever. He swooned away, 
apparently dead. His attending physician said he was 
dead. His father was faithless and unbelieving, and 
refused to bury him. He lay in this condition, appar- 
ently dead, fourteen days. The attending physician 
brought other physicians to examine the apparently 
lifeless form, and all stated unqualifiedly, " He is dead.'' 
Some fourteen physicians, among them many eminent 
professors, examined the body, and there was no 
ambiguity in the expression of their conclusion that 
the boy was dead. But the father still turned a deaf 
ear to all entreaties to prepare the body for the graxT. 
Public feeling was at last aroused. The health officer 
and other city officers, acting in their official capacity, 
and by the advice of physicians, peremptorily demanded 
that the body be interred without delay. On the 
fourteenth day the father yielded under protest; pre- 
parations were made for the funeral, when the emotions 
of the still living subject, who was conscious of all 
transpiring around him, were so intense as to be the 
means of his deliverance. He awoke from his trance. 

Dr. O'Neill, of Lincoln, writes to the Lancet^ June 7, 
1884, p. 1058 : — 

" Without venturing to express an opinion on the case 
mentioned by the Rev. D. Williams^ in the Lancet of 
the 24th inst, I would b^ to say that I have no doubt ^^ 

' The cue referred to, being attended with donbt, ie omitted. 
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in my own mind but that people are sometimes ' buried 

alive:' An instance has come to my knowledge where 

this catastrophe was only avoided by a mere accident. 

A lady, about forty-five years of age,' the wife of a 

clerg>'man in a northern county, was taken ill, and after 

some time, as was supposed, died. The funeral was 

t delayed, and so was the closing of the coffin, in con- 

' sequence of the absence of a son of the lady from home. 

When the boy arrived, the kissing, wailing, and com- 

moti<m roused the supposed dead woman, and brought 

hereto consciousness in her coffin. This lady would 

most probably have been buried alive were it not that 

' the obsequies were delayed on account of the circum- 

\ stance mentioned. 

''Now, may not cases more or less similar to this 
^ sometimes occur, %vith the catastrophe of ' buried alive ' 

j added to them ? But no such case could happen if it 

( were made compulsory that the interment of a body 

I should not be allow^ to take place until after de- 

I composition had set in, as attested by a medical man." 



*• t Dr. Moore Russell Fletcher in *' Suspended Animation 
and the Danger of Burying Alive," p. 62, writes : — 

I ' *" Seven hours in a coffin added ten years to my life/ 

i was the remark of Martin Strong, of Twelfth Street, 

\ ! Philadelphia, some time after quitting the coffin in 

> 1 which his family had placed him for burial, after Dr. 

I Cummings had given a certificate of his death. Frank 

I Stoop, of Clarinda, Iowa, was laid out for burial not 

r long since, a physidan having certified to his death ; 

f I but fortunately he awoke from his state of coma in time 

! I to save his life." 
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On p. 26, Dr. Fletcher cites another remarkable case:— 

" In June, 1869^ a girl in Cleveland, Ohio, was taken ill» and 
after a short sickness died, and was laid out for burial ; but as 
her mother insisted that she was not dead, efibru were niade for 
some time to restore her to life, but in vain. Her mother, how* 
ever, refused to let her be buried ; and on the fifth day after that 
set for the funeral the slamming of a door aroused her, so that 
she recovered. She suted that, during most of the eight days 
which she lay there, she was conscious, and heard what was said, 
although wholly unable to make the least motion." 

Dr. Colin S. Valentine, LL.D., Principal of the Medical 
Missionary Training College, Agra, N.W.P., told the 
author during his visit to Agra, February, 1896, that 
Captain Young, an officer in the regiment of which he 
(Dr. Valentine) was at that time army surgeon, who had 
been dreadfully mauled while tiger-hunting in Madras, 
was laid out for dead, and all the arrangements were made 
for his funeral at six o'clock that evening, when con- 
sciousness returned, and he lived for twenty years after. 

Dr. A. Stephenson, in a lecture on the "Signs of Death 
and Disposal of the Dead,*" delivered at Nottingham,. 
January 9, 1896, said he once attended a girl living in 
that locality who was in a trance. All the preparations 
were made for her funeral, and the grave ordened. She 
remained in a trance three days, and her mother was 
annoyed because he would not sign her death-certificate. 
On the third day *she slowly rose and recovered The 
girl would have been buried unless he had had a veiy 
great fear of her being buried alive. 

Danger in Wasting Diseases. 
Medical literature contains reports of numerous \ 
instances of collapse and apparent death in times of 
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r cpidemicsy such as plague, cholera, and small-pox. The 

danger is increased by the anxiety and necessity for 
speedy interment, owing to the usually overcrowded 
condition of hospitals and mortuaries and the fear of the 
spread of infection. Premature burial becomes a real 
danger, and the cases of narrow escape during these 

, periods of panic are innumerable: 

A solicitor, living in Gloucester, recently informed the 
editor that, when first in practice, he had as caretaker 
of hb offices an old woman who, with her husband, had 
been in charge of the cholera wards, erected just outside 
the city, at the time of the severe epidemic of 1 849, when, 
in Gloucester alone, there were 119 fatal cases. She 

• told him that as soon as the patients were dead they 
put them in shells and screwed them down, so as to get 

i them out of the way as quickly as possible, as the small 

• sheds (which are still standing) were so crowded. " Some- 
i times," she callously remarked, "^they come to afterwards, 

and we did hear 'em kicking in their coffins, but we 
never unscrewed 'em, 'cause we knew they'd got to die I " 

] Narrow Escapes in Cholera. 

: ^ Dr. Chew communicated the two following cases to 

the author during his sojourn in Calcutta in the early part 
of 1896:— 

"* In March, 1877, Assistant-Surgeons H. A. Borthwick, 
& Blake, H. B. Rogers, and myself received orders to 
pfooeed from Rawal Ptndi by bullock-train to Peshawur 

^ to join the various raiments we were to be posted to 

for duty. We had just passed a place called Rati when 
Borthwick showed strong symptoms of cholera, from 
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which he suffered all that night The nearest hospital 
was twenty-five miles behind us, and though we had 
neither medicines nor sick-room comforts with us» we 
had no alternative but to journey onwards, because the 
train-drivers (Indians) refused to turn back, and if we 
did return to Rawal Pindi we would have been court- 
martialled for disobeying lawful commands and coming 
back without orders to do sa Travelling by bullock- 
train is very slow work, and far from a comfortable 
mode of transit ; however, we were obliged to make the 
best of it, and early next morning Borthwick was cold, 
stiff, and seemingly dead. Here was a fine state of aflairs 
— the nearest cantonment, which we had no expectation 
of reaching (1./., Nowshera) before nine p.m., was thirty- 
six miles off, and by the time we arrived at it, it would 
have been too late to approach the authorities, while. 
Peshawur, our destination, was another twenty-nine miles 
further off. Dispose of the body we dare not, and we 
had no choice but to continue our route. All that day 
there was not a movement or other sign to show that life 
was not extinct, and aflairs seemed no better by five pm. 
next day, when we reached Peshawur. The apparent 
corpse was lifted out of the bullock-train and carried 
into the hospital dispensary (where a strong fire was 
blazing) preparatory to papers being signed and arrange- 
ments made for its final disposal. Whether it was the 
heat of the fire before which he was placed, or whether 
the vibriones had produced an antitoxin, I am not pre- 
pared to argue ; but ttv do know that Borthwick recovered 
consciousness while lying on the bed in that dispensary, 
and that he whom we mourned as dead returned to life. \ 

He served in the same miUtary stations with me in the 
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North- West Frontier till x88o, when he accompanied 

me to the Calcutta Medical College, where we parted 

company in February, 1882, 1 bound for Egypt and he 

for frontier duty. At first we corresponded regularly, 

but since 1885 we have lost touch of each other/' 

''When the East Norfolk regiment was out cholera- 

i dodging in 1878, Colour-Sergeant T. Hall and Corporal 

\ W. Bellomy were sent into cantonments for burial as 

\ cholera corpses in the Nowshera Cemetery. There was 

some delay in the interment owing to a difficulty in 

obtaining the wood necessary for their coffins, so both 

' bodies were placed in the dead-house, which was gener- 

* ously sprinkled with disinfectants to ward off the risk 

'1 of contagion. First Hall and then Bellomy regained 

J consciousness, and were duly returned to duty. The 

I following year Bellomy was 'invalided* to England, 

I where I understand he now enjoys the best of health." 

• 

The Undertaker^ Journal^ May 22, 1895, has the 
\ following : — 

I '*Tbe Reverend Harry Jones, in his reminiscences, and as a 

t London deigynuui, declares his conviction that in times of panic 

! lirom latal epidemics it is not unlikely that some people are buried 

j alive. Mr. Jone» recalls a case within his knowledge of a young 

woman pronounced to be dead from cholera, and actually laid out 

j ibr the osnal collecting cart to call from the undertakers, when a 

' neighbour happened to come in and lament over her. The story 

continues thus: *And is poor Sarah really dead?' she cried. 

*Well,' said her modier, 'she is, and she will soon be fetched away ; 

bat if you can do anything you may do it.' Acting on this per- 

mtssion, the pcactical neighbour set about nibbing Satah profusely 

with mnstaid. Sarah sat np^ stnng into renovated life, and so far 

rscor er ed as to many; *and I myself' says Mr. Jones, ^christened 

Ibar or five of her children in the course of the next few years.'" 
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Narrow Escapes in Small-pox. 

I remember an:mcident under this head I was aUe to 
verify, which caused some sensation at the time^ occur- 
ring during the Gloucester small-pox epidemic, in the 
early part of 1896. A child, believed to be dead of con- 
fluent small-pox, was removed from one of the small- 
pox hospital wards to the mortuary, and next day an 
attendant passing by heard a child crying, and gave 
warning to one of the nurses. The little one was 
promptly carried back to the ward, and recovered. 

The Lanut of June 21, 1884, p. 11 50, publishes the 
following particulars from a London clergyman : — 

" I lend you privatdy names and addresses, by means of which 
you can test, if you please, the accaiacy of the following statements, 
which I forward for insertion in your journal \^ 

'^Some years since, a young man who had been attacked by 
small-pox was declared by the medical num to be dead, and was 
laid out for buriaL The nurse, however, on paying a visit to the 
supposed corpse, thinking there was somothing uncorpse-like about 
iu appearance, put a wine-glass over the mouth, and returning in a 
quarter of an hour found it dimmed with breath. He was resusd- 
uted, and, so far as I am aware, is still living. He would now be 
about forty-five. He is a farmer. 

''A mother and her baby were ill of small-pox, and seemed 
likely to die. The grandmother, however, made the nurse promise 
that if death appeared to ensue, and even if the medical man 
pronounced either or both to be dead, she would put additional 
blankeu on the one or both, and leave them so till her (the grand* 
mother's) return, whidi would not be till the next day. They both 
appeared to die, and were declared dead by the doctor; but the 
nurse did as she had promised, and the next day, when the grand* 
mother returned, they were both alive^ and were both living noc 
very long since. 
9 
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''Soaie twenty yean tLgo^ I wms told that about forty yean 
pfeviously a youag man, in a parish where I was acquainted, was 
pot in a coffin as a penon dead of smalUpox ; but when the bell 
was toiling for his fbneral, and he was about to be 'screwed down/ 
he got up and vacated the coffin, and lived sevenl yean after- 
waids. 

. "The haste with which small-pox corpses are disposed of now-a- 
days b to be deprecated The only sore proof of death is decom* 

k position, and a law ought to be passed forbidding burial until signs 

of it have appeared. Not very long since I was in a churchyard 
where a dimin was being made round the church, and was not a 
little struck with the horrified look of a labourer who came to the 
vicar and stated that they had come on a skull foce downward, 

f which, he said, put it beyond doubt that the perM» it had belonged 

4 to had turned in his coffin after buriaL* 

f Consumption and Epilepsy. 

j The LoMUi for July 33, 1888, cites the following 

' femarkable case : — 

! " The following details are given by the Cincinnati correspondent 

of the i\tar Yorit Hfrald from Memphis, Tennessee : — Mrs. Dicie 
Webb keeps a grocery store on Beale Street, and is well known 
j to hundredSi Two yean ago John Webb^ a son of Mrs. Webb, 

j married Sarsh Kelly, a pretty girl, to whom the mother-in-law 

became greatly attached. B^mo one year of their married life 
j had passed, Mrs. Webb^ jun., was stricken with consumption, 

' and on sevenl occasions came near dying: About a month ago 

the young woman became very anxious to visit her parenu in 
Henderson GMnty, and she was taken there. At fint she appeared 
owch improved, and hopes were folt that her life might be pre- 
served through the summer, but two weeks ago h^t Tuesday a 
tdegnuB announrfd her death, and the husband hurried to her 
parentis home. Three days falter he returned with the corpse. 
The niother-in*law pleaded so hard for a sight of the dead wonum 
ttttt iaally, despite the bdicf that the body was badly decomposed, 
k was d c t i dwi to open the coffin* While looking at the placid foce, 
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Mrs. Webb was terrified at beholding the eyelids of the dead 
woman slowly opening. The eyes did not have the stony stare of 
death, nor the intelligent gleam of life. Mrs. Webb was unable to 
utter a sound. She could not move, but stood gazing at the grue^ 
some sight Her horror was increased when the supposed corpse 
slowly sat upright, and, in an almost inaudible voice, said, *Oh, 
where am I?' At this the weeping woman screamed. Friends 
who rushed into the room were almost paralysed at the sight, and 
fled shrieking. But one bolder than the others returned and spoke 
to the woman, who asked to be laid on the bed. Hastily she was 
taken from the coffin and cared for. In the course of the day the 
resurrected woman fully regained her mental powers. The day 
following she related a wonderful story. She said she was 
cognisant of all that occurred, and did not lose consciousness 
until she was put aboard the train for Memphis. Soon after being 
placed in her mother-in-law's house she came to her senses and 
knew all that was passing. While her mother-in-law was looking 
at her she made a supreme effort to speak. Mrs. Webb lived a 
number of days, when she again apparently died. The doctors 
pronounced her dead, and she was once more placed in the coflio* 
While the mother-in-law was uking her final farewell she heard a 
voice whisper, 'Mother, don't cry.' Looking into the giri's face, 
she saw the same look that she had noticed before. She called for 
help, and several women responded. Some one cried, ' Shake her ; 
she's not dead.' In the excitement of the moment, the women, it 
is thought, shook the life out of the poor consumptive, and last 
Saturday she was buried. The iamily and friends have endeavoured 
to keep the matter quiet" 

From the Echo, London, May 13, 1893. 

'* A woman at Limoges has just had a narrow escape of betni^ 
buried alive here. She was subject to epileptic fits, and durinfr 
one of these a few days ago was pronounced to be dead. Tlie 
anangemenu for interment were made in due course^ and as 
the coffin was being borne into the church some of the mourners \ 
said they heard a knocking inside. The party listened, and 
distinct Ups were heard* No time was kwt in wrenching off 
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tlM lid of the coffin. It wm then found that the woman was 
alive and cooaci o m, although terribly frightened at the awful 
oideal through whidi the had passed. A doctor was quickly 
aa atfmdanfe, and under his direction the supposed corpse 
wras icoMMred from the coffin and placed on a litter for con* 
ireyaaoe home again." 

A Strange Bit of Personal History. 

Dr. R. G. S. Chew, of Calcutta, writing to the 
author, says: — ^^In 1873 I was a student in the 
Bishop's High School, Poonah (Bombay Presidency), 
where I used to be generally at the head of my 
dassi and when competing for the Science Prizes I 
was fully determined to take the first prize or none. 
The Reverend Mr. Watson, Rector of St Mary's 
Church and Chaplain to our school, knew my dis- 
position, and cautioned me against being too sanguine, 
lest disappointment might tell very keenly. The disap- 
pcMntment came, and with it much nervous excitability. 
Shortly after this (Christmas, 1873) my favourite sister 
was seized with convulsions that carried her off. From 
the moment of her decease to nearly a month after her 
interment I entirely lost the power of speech. On the 
<lay of the funeral I was parched with thirst, but could 
not drink, as the water seemed to choke me. My eyes 
were burning and jny head felt like bursting, but I 
could neither sob nor cry. I felt quite dazed, and 
followed the procession to the cemetery, where I stood 
motionless by the open grave; but as soon as they 
lowered the little colSn into its resting-place I threw 
myself headlong into the grave and fiunted away. 
Some one pulled me out and carried me home, where I 
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lay in a sort of stupor for nine days, during which Dr. 
Donaldson attended me most patiently, and I rq^ained 
consciousness, but was too weak to even sit up in bed. 
On the 1 6th January, 1874, 1 felt a peculiar sensation as 
of something filling up my throat — no swelling, no pain 
nor anything that pointed to throat aflection— and 
this getting worse and worse, in spite of everything, 
I diid^ as was supposed, on the 18th of January, 1874, 
and was laid out for burial, as the most careful examina- 
tion failed to show the slightest traces of life. I had 
been in this state for twenty hours, and in another three 
hours would have been closed up for ever, when my 
eldest sister, who was leaning over the head of my coffin 
crying over me, declared she saw my lips move. The 
friends who had come to take their last look at me 
tried to persuade her it was only fancy, but as she per- 
sisted. Dr. Donaldson was sent for to convince her that 
I was really dead. For some unexplained reason, he 
had me taken out of the coffin and examined very 
carefully from head to foot Noticing a peculiar, soft, 
fluctuating swelling at the base of my neck, just where 
the clavicles meet the sternum, he went to his brougham, 
came back with his case of instruments, and, before any 
one could stop him or ask what he was going to do, 
laid open the tumour and plunged in a tracheotomy 
tube, when a quantity of pus escaped, and, releasing the 
pressure on the carotids and thyroid, was followed by a 
rush of blood and some movement on my part that 
startled the doctor. Restoratives were used, and I was 
slowly nursed back to life; but the tracheotomy tube 
(I stiU carry the scar) was not finally removed till 
September, 187s.*' 
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Why She was Haunted. 

A lady, distinguished alike for her literary gifts as 
wdl as for her philanthropy, sends me the following : — 

" I am much obliged to you for sending me ' Perils.* 
It is a terrible subject, and one that has haunted me all 
my life, insomuch that I have never made a will without 
inserting a clause requiring my throat to be cut before 
I am put underground. Of course, one can have no 
reliance on doctors whatever, and I have myself known 
a case in which a very eminent one insisted on a coffin 
being screwed down because the corpse looked so life* 
like and full of colour that the friends could not help 
indulging in hopes. 

" My great-grandmother, after whom I am called, a 
famous heiress, was a notable case of narrow escape. As 
a girl she passed into a state of apparent death, and a 
great funeral was ordered for her. Among the guests 
came a young girl friend, who insisted that she was not 
dead, and raised such a stir that the funeral was post- 
poned, and time was allowed to pass till the marvel 
became that there were no signs of change. I could 
never ascertain how long this comatose state lasted before 
she recovered ; but she did recover, so thoroughly that 
after her marriage with Richard Trench, of Garbuly, she 
became the mother of twenty-two children. Obviously 
this was no case of a feeble, hysterical, cataleptic subject 
I will enclose photografdi taken from a miniature of her 
in a ring in my possession. 

* There was another case, well known in Ireland in 
my youth, of a Colonel Howard, who had a fine place 
(I think It was caUed Casde Howard) in Wtcklow. He 
was supposed to be dead, and a lead coffin was actually 
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made with his name and date of death on it; after which 
Colonel Howard came to life, and had the plate of the 
coffin fixed over his kitchen chimney as a warning to 
his servants not to1>uiy people in a hurry." 

Startling Resurrections. 

From the London Eeho^ March 3, 1896. 

** A letter from Conitantinople, in the PcUHsckg KomspotidinB^ 
gives a remarkable case of an apparent death which would have 
ended in a premature burial but for the high ecclesiastical position 
of the person concerned. On the 3rd of this month, Nicephorus 
Glycas, the Greek-Orthodox Metropolitan of Lesbos, an old man 
in his eightieth year, after several days of confinement to his bed, 
was reported by the physician to be dead. The supposed dead 
bishop, in accordance with the rules of the Orthodox Church, was 
imm^iately clothed in his episcopal vestments, and placed upon 
the Metropolitan's throne in the great church of Methymni, where, 
the body was exposed to the devout ftiithful during the day, and 
watched by relays of priests day and night. Crowds streamed 
into the church to take a last look at their venerable chief pastor. 
On the second night of ^ the exposition of the corpse," the Metro- 
politan suddenly started up from his seat and stared round him 
with amazement and horror at all the panoply of death amidst 
which he had been seated. The priesu were not less horrified 
when the 'dead' bishop densanded what they were doing with 
him. The old man had simply fallen into a death-like lethargy, 
which the incompetent doctors had hastily concluded to be death. 
He is now as hale and hearty as can well be expected from an 
octogenarian. But here it is that the moral comes in. If 
Nicephorus Glycas had been a layman he would most certainly 
have been buried alive. Fortunately for him, the Canon Law of 
the Orthodox Church does not allow a bishop to be buried earlier 
than the third day after his death ; whereas a layman, according 
to the ancient Eastern custom, is generally buried about twelve \ 
hours after death has been certified. The excitement which has 
been aroused by the prelatePs startling resurrection may tend to 
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•el men thiaktog moie terionsly about the firequent probability of 
tlie cruel honor of tlie intermeiit of livinfl^ penons." 

The above-mentioned facts have been authenticated 
for the author by Dr. Franz Hartmann, of Hallein, 
Austria. 

Speaking on the subject of premature burial the other 
day» a well-known London publisher told the author that 
he personally knew a lady* the daughter of a British 
Consul, who had been taken for dead on two separate 
occasionSb On the first occasion the lady had been 
{daced in her coffin, and the lid screwed down ready for 
interment A friend who had known the supposed 
deceased called to condole with the family, and said — 

** I should like to have a last look at dear L , if you 

will only permit me.** The lid was accordingly removed, 
and the visitor detected, as it seemed to her, signs of life 
in her friend ; she was taken out of her coffin, put in a 
warm bath, znd recovered. Some years later the same 
lady fell into a cataleptic state after a fever, and was taken 
for dead Preparations had been made for the funeral 
in both instances, but delayed beyond the usual time for 
interment She returned to consciousness, and is now 
living. 

Equally remarkable is a case quoted by the British 
Muikal Journal^ March 12, 1892, p. 577. 

"The Tetmpi pabtishes a case of premature burial prevented by 
the davghter of the supposed dead man, who^ oa kissing her £uher, 
pci ce iv ed that his body was not ookL The ftmeral iorikgt was 
es the point of starting. Suitable measures restored the man to 
and he opened his eyes and uttered one or two 
His oonditkni is eerioos, bat he is alive. This incident 
I at Vagueny, near Lyons.* 
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Strange and Varied Experiences. 

The Daily TiUgraph, January 26, 1889^ reports >— 
''A Rochester correspondent telegraphs that a woman named 
Girvin, living at Burharo, near Rochester, has just had a narrow 
escape of being buried alive. She fell into a kind of trance, which 
was mistaken for death. The coffin was ordered, and the usual 
preparations made for a luneral. But while a number of the 
relatives were gathered at the bedside bewailing their bereave- 
ment, the supposed corpse startled them by suddenly rising up ta 
bed and asking what was the matter. The woman is making 
good progress towards convalescence." 

And on July 6, 1889, the same journal says : — 
'*Our St Leonards correspondent telegraphs :— About a week 
ago the wife of a welUknown tradesman in Sl Leonards fell ill, 
and on Monday night last the doctor gave his opinion that she 
could not live through the next day. On Tuesday morning at ten 
o^dock the doctor pronounced his patient dead, the nurse who was 
in attendance confirming the opinion. The intimation of death 
naturally created great distress among the friends of the woman, 
who was laid out in grave*clothes, washed, and prepared for burial, 
and, being a Roman Catholic, a crucifix was placed in her hand u 
she lay on her bier. When it was announced that the woman was 
dying, a priest was sent for ; but he could not attend, as he was 
out of the town at the time. 

** About a quarter to ten on Tuesday night the nurse entered the 
room without a light for the purpose of getting something which 
she knew where to find. Whilst in the darkened chamber she was 
startled to hear a slight cry proceeding from the bed where the 
body lay, and she rushed from the room in a terrible fright The 
widower, hearing the scream of fright, rushed into the chamber 
with a light, and was astounded to find that his wife had raised 
herself up in the bed on her elbow. She faintly uttered the words, 
'Where am I?' and again relapsed into a heavy sleep. The 
opportunity was seised of changing the shroud for proper habili- 
ments, and in about an hour and a half she woke again perfectly 
conscMMis. Next morning she was told of what had occurred, but 
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\ quite ignorant of everything that had^pasied, thinking the had 
only had a long sleep. She it now doing well, and it if hoped the 
will toon he rettored to health and ttrength. The doctor detcribet 
the cate at the mott lemarfcable he hat ever met with in hit 
experience." 

The JEdia, January 1895, tells the story of a woman's 
awful experience : — 

~An extraoidinary af&ir it reported from Heap Bridge, Hey- 
wood. Yetteiday a woman wat tuppoted to have died, and the 
wat wathed, laid out, and meatured for her coffin, a piece of linen 
being placed over her mouth. Eight hours later, however, at two 
women were engaged in the room, the tupposed corpse Uew the 
Unen away, and raited herself up in bed. The two women were 
terribly frightened, and in their hasty retreat both tumbled down* 
stairs, and are now tuflfering from tlight injuriet, at well at thock. 
Some time elapted before any one elte could be induced to enter 
the hootc^ but eventually teveral persona went in together, and 
found the woman ttill titting up in bed. She wat exceedingly 
weak. Later, however, the tuccumbed, and the doctor expretted 
the opinion that her death wat accelerated by thock. During the 
night the woman converted with her ton, who had carried her 
opttairs for dead, and told him of the awful sensation she felt whilst 
onaUe to speak during the washing and laying out of her body." 

The Daily TcUgraph^ London, December 12, 1893, 
mentions the following wdrd occurrence : — 

** Berlin, December 11. 
**From Militsch, in Silesia, an extraordinary case of trance is 
reported. It seems that, owing to the grave not beingin readiness, 
some delay occurred in the burial of a lady (the wife of a major in 
the anny) who to all appearance had died. On the fourth day 
after the lady's supposed death the maid was placing ftesh ifowers 
found the coffin, when she was much startled at seeing the body 
OMMTC^ and finally assume an erect positkio. The lady had evi* 
deatiy been in a state of ooma during the past four days, and 
[ buried alive." 
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Gruesome Details. 

How near a person may be to a terrible and ghastly 
death-struggle for a brief period, in which a lifetime 
seems concentrated amid the hopelessness and helpless- 
ness of despair, can, to some extent, be measured by the 
records of the apparently fateful accidents which have, 
at the last moment, saved the sufferers from their awful 
doom. 

A medical correspondent writes to Cassdts MagaMUu^ 
September 20, 1896, as follows : — 

'* I once witnessed a curious case of rescue from premature 
burial. The patient was a young woman of nervous tempenunent, 
who was greatly affected by the death of her brother. On the day 
of the funeral, while standing by the coffin, she suddenly fell as 
one dead. Several physicians present declared she had died from 
heart-failure. When called, I insisted that the young woman was 
alive. Applying the stethoscope to her heart, I ultimately observed 
a slight indication of life. Equally slight indications were 
apparent at various nerve-centres. After two days' treatment the 
young woman spoke. She described all that had occurred around 
her, even her sensations as the doctors were debating as to the 
reality of her death. But she could not contrive to indicate the 
terror she felt at the thought of the terrible iate which awaited her 
should her condition remain undiscovered." 

Again Tht Morning Leadtr^ December 9, 1901, 

reports a telegram thus : — 

*^ Lisbon, Sunday. 

** Donna Maria Gavazio has had a marvellous escape from being 
buried alive^ under circumstances which are to say the least 
mysterious. 

** It was announced that she was dead, and the interment was to 
have taken place to-day. At the cemetery the last funeral rites 
were being pefformed over the bier, when the oOdating priest 
believed he heard a sigh proceeding from the coffin. 
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132 NARROW ESCAPES. 

"'At his direction the cofiiii was at once openedt when it was 
Ibnnd that Donna Maria was alive. 
* A further inquiry into the details of the case will certainly be 



The Wntminster GaziiU, March i6, 1901, states :— 

''A narrow escape from being buried alive is reported from 
TnUe. A girl, who had been ill for some time, fell into a state of 
coma. On Sunday night respiration ceased, the body became 
coldt and she was, to all appearance, dead. She was accordingly 
laid.ottt in her best clothes, and her grave and coffin were ordered, 
when, to the terror of her relatives, the supposed corpse begsn to 
movc^and a few minutes later sat up. She had a fit when she was 
told it was thought she was dead. It is now expected she will 
recover.— Zte£mr/." 

Mr. Thomas W. Wright, of Avenue House, Holly 
Park, Crouch Hill, N., writes as follows, May 2, 1901 :— 

**! know of two or three cases, one of a woman who has now 
reached a great age^ who^ when she was about thirty years old, was 
about to be 'screwed down' in her coffin, but fortunately moved in 
time to prevent the undertakers from completing their work. I 
don't know much about the question, but it seems to me that 
medical men are much to blame when they sign certificates of 
death without taking the trouble to see whether their patient is 
dead ; a serious fine or imprisonment in cases of such negligence 
might peihaps check the custom.* 

These are sentiments with which every thinking person 
will cordially agree. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

FORMALITIES AND THEIR FATAL 
CONSEQUENCES. 

Whenever graveyards have been removed, owing to 
the rapid expansion of towns, in America, or examined 
elsewhere, unmistakable evidences of premature burial 
have been disclosed, as will be seen in this volume ; 
bodies have been found turned upon their faces, the 
limbs contorted, with hair dishevelled, the clothing torn, 
the flesh mutilated, and coffins broken by the inmates 
in their mad endeavour to escape after *retuming con- 
sciousness, to terminate life only in unspeakable mental 
and physical agonies. It may be said that every grave- 
yard has its traditions, but the facts are carefully con- 
cealed lest they should reach the ears of the relatives, or 
incriminate the doctors who had with such confidence 
certified to actual deaths which were only apparent It 
is not, however, the custom to remove graveyards in 
Europe until all possibility of such discoveries has dis- 
appeared. To reopen a grave is to break the seal of 
domestic grief. There is a widespread belief that where 
a coffin, with a duly certified corpse— dead or alive — ^has. 
been screwed up, it must not be opened without an 
authorization from a magistrate, mayor, or other official,, 
and many people have been suffocated in their coflSns 
while waiting for this formality. Common sense, under* 
the circumstances, seems to be often paralysed. 
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According to English Law. 

In England it has been decided, Reg. v, Sharpe 
<l Dearsley and Bell, i6o), to be a misdemeanour to 
•disinter a body without lawful authority, even where the 
motive of the offender was pious and laudable; and a too 
rigorous interpretation of this ^d similar enactments 
in other countries has led to the suffocation of many 
unfortunate victims of .a mistaken medical diagnosis, 
whose livesi by prompt interposition, might have been 
saved. 

They Waited for the Key. 

K5ppen, in his work, entitled ^ Information Relative 
\o Persons who have been Buried Alive,** Halle, 1799, 
•dedicated to His Majesty the King of Prussia, Frederick 
William III., quotes the following amongst a large 

number of cases of premature burial : — ^ In D , the 

Baroness F— ~ died of small-pox. She was kept in 
.her house three days, and then put in the family vault 
After a time, a noise of knocking was heard in the vault, 
and the voice of the Baroness was also heard. The 
authorities were informed ; and instead of opening the 
door with an axe, as could have been done, the key was 
sent for, which took three or four hours before the 
messenger returned with it On opening the vault it 
was found that the lady was lying on her side, with 
evidences of having suffered terrible agony.** 

Thxy all Waited for One Another. 

Stnive, in his essay on ** Suspended Animation,** 1803, 
pL 71, fdatet the foUowing>— * A beggar arrived late at 
sij^ and almost finocen to death, at a German village. 
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WAITING FOR ONE ANOTHER. 1 35 

and observing a schoolhouse open, resolved to sleep 
there. The next morning the schoolboys found the 
poor man sitting motionless in the room, and hastened, 
afirighted, to inform the schoolmaster of what they had 
seen. The villagers, supposing the beggar to be dead, 
interred him in the evening. During the night the 
watchman heard a knocking in the grave, accompanied 
by lamentations. He gave information to the bailiff of 
the village, who declined to Ibten to his tale. Soon 
afterwards the watchman returned to the grave, and 
again heard a hollow noise, interrupted by sighs. He 
once more hastened to the magistrate, earnestly solicit- 
ing him to cause the grave to be opened ; but the latter, 
being irresolute, delayed this measure till the next 
morning, when he applied to the sheriff, who lived at a 
distance from the village, in order to obtain the necessary 
directions. He was, however, obliged to wait some 
time before an interview took place. The more judicious 
sheriff severely censured the magistrate for not having 
opened the grave on the information from the watchman, 
and desired him to return and cause it to be opened 
without delay. On his arrival, the grave was immedi- 
ately opened; but, just Heaven! what a sight! The 
poor, wretched man^ after having recovered in the grave, 
had expired for want of air. In his anguish and despera- 
tion he had torn the flesh from his arms. All the 
spectators were struck with horror at this dreadful 
scene." 

They Waited for the Doctor. 

An authentic case, on which Devergie has made an 
elaborate report ("Ann. d'Hyg^" 1870^ 2, 310) occurred 
near Morlaix, in France. '^ A woman died, as it was 
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136 FORMALITIES. 

supposed, from cholera. She was seen while ill by a 
medical man, but not after the supposed death. She 
was placed in a coffin in an hour, and buried in sixteen 
hours. During the interment a noise was heard in the 
coffin. Time was lost in sending for a medical man, and 
the coffin was not opened until he arrived. The shroud 
was found twisted and folded about the neck and feet, 
as if struggles had been made, and there was a quantity 
of liquid on it, which had issued from the mouth and 
nostrils during efforts made to breathe. The body was 
warm, and the pulsations of the heart had not completely 
ceased, but it was too late, every effort at resuscitation 
faUed.'' 

They Waited for the Home Secretary. 

The Undiriakerf Journal^ November 22, 1880, relates 
the following: — ^"An extraordinary story is reported 
from Tredegar, South Wales. A man was buried at 
Cefn Golan Cemetery, and it is alleged that some of 
those who took part in carrying the body to the burial- 
ground heard knockii^ inside the coffin. No notice was 
taken of the affair at the time, but it has now come up 
again, and the rumour has caused a painful sensation 
throi;^;faout the district It is stated that application 
has been made to the Home Secretary for permission 
to exhume the body." 

They Waited for the Priest. 

Dr. Franz Hartmann, in his "* Premature Burial," pp. 
10 and 44, relates the two following cases : — ^ In the 
year 1856 a man died in an Hungarian village. It is 
customary there to dig the graves in rows. As the 
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THEY WAITED FOR THE PRIEST. 1 3/ 

gravedigger was making the new grave he heard sounds 
as of knocking proceeding from a grave where a man 
had been buried a few days previously. Terrified, he 
went to the priest, and with the priest to the poh'ce. 
At last permission was granted to open the grave ; but 
by that time its occupant had died in reality. The fact 
that he had been buried alive was made evident by the 
condition of the body, and by the wounds which the 
man had inflicted upon himself by biting his shoulders 
and arms. 

"They Waited for the Police. 

''In a small town in Prussia, an undertaker, living 
within the limits of the cemetery, heard during the 
night cries proceeding from within a grave in which 
a person had been buried on the previous day. Not 
daring to interfere without permission, he went to the 
police and reported the matter. When, after a great 
deal of delay, the required formalities were fulfilled and 
permission granted to open the grave, it was found that 
the man had been buried alive, but that he was now 
dead. His body, which had been cold at the time of 
the funeral, was now warm and bleeding from many 
wounds, where he had skinned his hands and head in 
his struggles to free himself before suflbcation made an 
end to his misery.^ 

They Waited Five Hours for an Order. 

A medical correspondent communicates to the author 
particulars of the following case, which occurred at Salz- 
burg, Austria: — ^"Some children were playing in the \ 
Luzergasse Cemetery, and their attention was attracted 

lO 
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by knocking sounds in a newly-made grave. They 
informed the gravedigger of it» and he secured permis- 
sion to open the grave from whence the sounds seemed 
to come. A man had been buried there at two p.m. 
that day. The formalities of the permission to open the 
grave delayed it till seven p.m., when, on opening the 
coffin, the body was found to be bent completely over 
forwards, and was frightfully distorted and bleeding from 
places on the hands and arms, which seemed to have 
been gnawed by the man's own teeth. The medical 
experts who were called in to examine the case declared 
that the man had been buried alive.** 

They Waited for the Mayor. 

From the UmUriakers ^and Funeral Director^ Journal^ 
January 22; 1887: — ^"Another shocking case of prema- 
ture burial is reported ; the distressing incident took 
place at Saumur, in France; A young man suddenly 
died, at least to all appearance, and his burial was 
ordered to take place as soon as possible. The croque- 
Moris^ or undertaker's men, who carried the coffin to the 
grave, thought they heard a noise like knocking under 
its lid, yet, being afraid of creating a panic among the 
people who attended the funeral, they went on with 
thdr burden. The coffin was duly placed in the grave, 
but, as the earth was being thrown upon it, unmistakable 
sounds of knocking was heard by everybody. The 
mayor, however, had to be sent for before the coffin 
could be opened, and some delay occurred in the arrival 
of that official When the lid was removed, the horrible , 
discovery was made that the unfortunate inmate had 
only just died firom asphyxia.' The conviction is 
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THEY WAITED FOR THE MAYOR. 139 

spreading that the terrible French law requiring speedy 
interment ought to be modified without delay.** 

They Waited for the Magistrate. 

Mr. William Harbutt, School of Art, Bath, writes to 
me, November 27, 1895 :— ''The copies of the pamphlet 
'The Perils of Premature Burial,' by Professor Alex. 
Wilder, you kindly sent me are in circulation. Almost 
every one to whom I mention the subject knows some 
instances. One, a case at Radstock, twelve miles from 
Bath, where the bearers at the funeral heard noises 
inside the coffin, but were afraid to open it without the 
authority from a magistrate. When it was opened next 
day the appearance of the body showed that he had 
been coffined alive, and had had a terrible struggle to 
escape.** 

They Waited for the Local Authorities. 

From the Siar^ London, May 13, 1S95 : — ^^ A woman 
who was believed to have died the day before was be* 
ing buried at Doussard, when the gravedigger, who was 
engaged in filling up the grave, distinctly heard knock- 
ing coming from the coffin. He called a man who was 
working near, and he came and listened, and heard the 
knocking also. It was then about nine o'clock in the 
morning. The knocking continued, and they listened 
for about half an hour, when it occurred to one of them 
that they ought to do something, so they went to inform * 
the local authorities. The cur^ of the village was the first 
to arrive on the scene ; but as no one had any authority 
to exhume the body the coffin was not Uken up. All N 

that was done was to bore some holes in the lid with a 
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drill in such a way as to admit of air. By mid-day all 
the necessary formalities had been gone through, and it 
was decided at last to open the coffin. This was done ; 
but whether the unfortunate woman was still alive at 
this time is doubtfuL Some of those present affirm that 
she was. They state that they saw a little colour come 
into her cheeks, and the eyes open and shut One thing 
b certain — viz. : that when at half-past six in the evening 
it was finally decided to consult a doctor, the practitioner 
summoned declared that death had taken place not 
more than five or six hours before. It was thought that 
had the coffin been opened directly the sounds were 
heard the woman's life might have been saved, and she 
would have been spared hours of indescribable torture 
and suffining.** 

They Waited— But Were Prompt. 

The Paris edition of the New York Herald^ May 14^ 
1895, says: — ^"The case of the woman buried alive at 
Annecy, in the Haute-Savoie, the other day, has almost 
found a pendant at Limoges. A woman, belonging to 
the village of Laterie, died, to all appearance at least, a 
few days aga After the body had been placed in a 
coffin, it was transported to the village churdL On the 
way the bearers heard sounds proceeding from it, and at 
once sent for the mayor, who ordered it to be opened* 
The woman was found to be suffering from iclampsia^ 
which had been mistaken for death by her relatives.** 

When will people learn to exercise common sense, 
and remember that life is more valuable than red tape, 
and the spirit of human pity and practical sympathy of 
greater moment than the lettter of English law? 
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CHAPTER VII. 
PREMATURE BURIAL OF DOUBTFUL 

CASES- 
THERE is a great and natural reluctance on the part of 
medical practitioners to admit that they have made 
mistakes in death-certification, particularly in any one 
of the various forms of death counterfeits, or suspended 
animation. It should be noted that amongst the lectures 
delivered on special occasions, such as the opening of the 
medical schools, the subjects of trance and the danger of 
premature burial are conspicuous by their absence; 
allusion to these subjects is of rare occurrence, nor does 
the study of this abstruse branch of medicine, so far as 
can be ascertained, form part Of any medical curriculum. 
In the bibliography at the end of this volume, extensive 
as it is, I can hardly refer to a single instance. Dr. Franz 
Hartmann, whose work on ^ Buried Alive '' has passed 
through two English and one German editions, informs 
me that the same reticence is observable in the medical 
schools of Germany. 

Many medical men do not believe in death«trance. 
They declare that they have never seen such a case, and 
in their judgment, when a sick patient ceases to breathe, 
when volition is suspended, and the stethoscope reveals 
no signs of cardiac action, the death is real, and the case 
beyond recovery. But the reader will already have 
gathered, from the results of inquiry in many countries 
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142 DOUBTFUL CASES. 

disclosed in the for^;oing pages, that such evidence is 
not in itself sufficient to justify the risk of possible 
live sepulture. There should be no sign, nor any collec- 
tion of signs, deemed of sufficient weight, apart from the 
process of decomposition. 

Was She Dead? 

As an instance of the justifiable uneasiness caused by 
the neglect of this simple precaution, we quote from the 
Medical Times, London, i860, voL L, p. 65. 

*A lady entering npon the ninth month of pregnancy died of* 
fmenmonia. All the other phenomena of death ensued, except 
that the colour of the lace was nnusually life-like. On the fifteenth 
day Irom that of death there was not the least cadaveric odour 
from the corpse, nor had its appearance much altered, and it was 
only on the sixteenth day that the lips darkened. The temperature 
of the atmosphere had undergone many changes during the time 
mcntioiied, bat although there had been frost for a short period, 
the weather was in general damp and cold." 

. This lady may have bten dead, but — she may not 
What we maintain is, that the burial laws should have 
been such as to make it certain that she was dead before 
interment, by the appearance of general decomposition. 
And it must be obvious to the least reflective reader 
that in countries where burial follows quickly upon 
supposed death (as in Turkey, France, and Italy, some 
parts of Ireland, and throughout India), or where there 
is no compulsory examination of the dead (as in the 
United States or the United Kingdom), and amongst 
people like the Jews (since Jewish custom enjoins speedy 
intermentX and especially in cases of sudden death 
(where attempts at resuscitation are rare^ the number 
of premature burials may be considerable. 
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Death's Counterfeit. 

We are not oblivious of the fact that a body may 
present the most life-like appearance for a considerable, 
period — ^in one case on record as long as twenty-eight 
days — in spite of the presence of the usual signs of death. 
TayIor» in his standard work, ^The Principles and 
Practice of Medical Jurisprudence,** cites a case in point, 
well authenticated, in which, on the dghteenth day 
after every sign of respiration and circulation had ceased, 
the lips presented their usual red colour, and, although 
the body was in a warm room, there was no disagreeable 
odour and no cadaveric ecchymosis, neither was the slow 
cooling nor progressive rigidity observed. The reality 
of death, by the signs of putrefaction, did not become 
apparent until the twentieth day. The author, com- 
menting upon this case, says : — ** Had this patient fallen 
into the hands of ignorant nurses or attendants, instead 
of professional men, it is probable that the body might 
have been consigned to the grave in two or three days. 
Although, as the event subsequently proved, this would 
not have furnished another instance of the premature 
interment of a living person, yet the proper course in all 
doubtful cases is to wait until that doubt has been 
satisfactorily resolved by the appearance of the obvious 
signs of decomposition.** 

America's Ugly Regulation. 

In the United States, while there is no law, as in 
France, enforcing burial within a prescribed number 
of days, it is the custom of civil authorities, under 
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144 DOUBTFUL CASES. 



regulations made by the lk>ards of Health, to compel 
interments, if delayed beyond a few days. 

Particulars of the following case were sent me by a 
physician, January 17, 1894: — 

" Mn. John Ediinoii% of North Jadsoo, Ind, was taken suddenly 
ill, and apparendy died, a week aga Her husband desired to keep 
the body for a few days, to make sure of death. It seeips that her 
mother went into a trance for four days, rallied, and lived five 
yean ; also that her grandfather on her mother's side, after having 
been pnmoanced dead for six days, awoke, and lived for twenty- 
duee years. Mis. Enunons's body was kept until Satutday, when, 
on the demand of the physician and numerous residents, it was 
btened. During the time between Monday and Saturday the 
body did not become rigid. Mortification did not set in, and she 
was hud to test without waiting for that, the surest of all tests, to 
take place. Many are of the opinion that the woman has been 
buried alive." 

There sire many cases like the above on record, in 
which, although there is no absolute proof of premature 
burial, there is strong jMresumptive evidence of it 

A London Illustration. 

The following appeared in Truth (London), on 
May 23, 1895 f it forms but an example of many similar 
instances of which the writer has heard : — 

*The other day I gave a story showing the difficulty of obtaining 
a t^si'tMrUm examination after a doctor has once certified the 
csBse of death. One of my readers caps it with a gniesome 
■anmtive of which this is the outline: A man lately died in 
London. The coffin had to be removed by rail, and was to be 
cl os e d on the fourth day after the death. My informant, taking a 
fattt look at the deceased, was struck by the complete absence of 
aO the oidinary signs of death at such a period. In pardcnlar, he 
\ dMt there was no rigidity in any part of the body, and there 
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A LONDON ILLUSTRATION. 145 

was a perceptible tinge of coloar in the forehead. He went over 
to the doctor who had attended the deceased, described all the 
signs that he had observed, and begged him to come and look 
at the body before the coffin was closed. The doctor absolutely 
refused, saying that he had given his certificate, and had no 
doubt as to the man's death. The friend then suggested that he 
might himself open a vein and see if blood flowed, to which the 
doctor replied that, if he did so without the authority of the widow, 
he would be indictable for felony. 'Whereupon,' says my informant, 
who was only a friend of the finmily, * I had to retire baffled, and 
let matters take their course' Why on earth he did not take the 
widow into his confidence, or risk an indictment for felony by 
opening a vein on his own account, or even summon another 
doctor, he does not say. I trust that, should any friend of mine 
see my coffin about to be screwed down under similar circum- 
stances, and find equal cause to doubt whether I am dead, he 
will summon up courage to stick a pin into me, and chance the 
consequences. This, however, has nothing to do with the doctor's 
responsibilities. It would seem that the medico in this case was 
either so confident in his own opinion as to decline even to 
walk across the road to investigate the extraordinary symptoms 
described to him, or else that he preferred the chance of the man 
being buried alive to the chance of having to admit he had made 
a mistake. Which alternative is the worst I do not know." 

Caution in France. 

The GaiUois (Paris), of May i6, 1894, contains the 
following, which manifests a laudable exception to the 
\egdX custom of enforcing speedy interment: — 

"The funeial of the Comtesse de Jamac, whose death was 
reported to have taken place on Saturday, %iras fixed for to-morrow, 
but it will probably he postponed. None of the usual signs of 
dissolution have appeared ; the face still retains iu Mour, and 
rigor $m&rtis has not yet set in. Some hope is even entertained N^ 

that the Comtesse may be simply in a state of catalepsy, and that 
the embolusi to which death was attributed, may have lodged ia 
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the loQgSi not in die heart, in which cue it niny merely have, 
canted a etoppage of the circulation (i/(r). The body had not been 
placed in the coffin np to a Ute hour last night" 

An Austrian Incident. 

One of the authors was present on May 14, 1894, 
with a company of ladies and gentlemen gathered at. 
a country mansion in the Austrian Tyrol for afternoon 
tea, when the conversation turned upon the subject of 
premature burial. Among other cases related, the host 
described that of one of his servants, a woman, who 
went to bed with toothache, a long scarf being wrapped 
around her face and neck. As she did not appear the 
fcdlowing morning, our host entered her room, and 
found her, as he supposed, strangled* to death by the 
scarf tightly wound about her neck. A doctor was 
summoned, when he found that the woman was warm 
and limp, her face soft and coloured as in life ; yet, as 
there was no respiration or perceptible wrist-pulse, nor 
beating of the heart, he r^arded her as dead, and 
thought it would be proper to bury her. The host had 
doubts, however, about the case, and, having decided to 
observe it further, he had the woman removed to. an 
outhouse, where she remained three days longer without 
any diange in her appearance or condition in any way. 
But as there was considerable impatience felt at the 
delay of the burial by the people on the estate, the host 
sent for two doctors to make a final examination of the 
woman, and decide as to the existence of life or death* 
The doctors found that no change had taken place — 
tfaeie was softness of the skin, colour in the face, limp- 
ne» of the muscles, and an unmistakable warmth of the 
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body ; but as there was an absence of apparent respir- 
ation and beating of the heart, they decided that the 
woman was dead, and urged her burial, which was done 
They attributed the high temperature to the process of 
decomposition which they assumed was going on, though 
there was no odour of putrefaction noticed by anyone. 

The possibility is that this woman was buried alive. 
And, in the present state of medical education on the 
subject of apparent death and the causes that bring it 
about, many physicians would have come to a like 
conclusion ; but, as physicians generally know very little 
about it, they are not on their guard concerning its 
dangers. 

A number of cases of apparent death that have 
survived — ^where there was strangulation from a scarf» 
as in this case — ^have been reported. The explanation 
in such cases is, that the presssure of the scarf around 
the neck keeps the venous blood from flowing down 
from the brain through the jugular veins, and the brain, 
in consequence, becomes saturated with carbonic acid gas 
from the detained venous blood, and a death- like stupor, 
caused by carbonic acid poisoning, ensues. Artificial 
respiration should in all such cases be resorted to. 

A Poor Consolation. 

A leading West End undertaker, whose letter is 
before me, writes under date of June 26^ 1896, as 
follows : — ^ In my experience I have had but one case 
come under my personal observation where I had real 
uncertainty as to death being actually present, and that 
was an instance of the kind in which this calamity is 
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only likely, in my opinion, to occur. A girl who had 
been to work in Borwick's factory apparently fainted 
and died, and within a few days the friends buried her. 
When we came to close the coffin, there was no evidence 
of death, and we did not close it without having a doctor 
sent for, and receiving his assurance that she was dead. 
When reading the fatal cases which. have come.to.light 
upon this subject, I must confess to looking back upon 
that instance with much fear, and it is but a poor con- 
solation to me that the responsibility was not mine, but 
the medical man's. 

Why the Sceptic Scores. 

The foregoing cases are recorded because they are 
types of a class that nearly every physician, undertaker, 
dergymajn, or other observer has met with or heard of, 
and the probabilities, having regard to the existing con- 
fusion and uncertainty of opinion on the signs of death, 
are on the side of apparent rather than real death. On 
the other hand, a medical correspondent informs the 
author that he is sceptical as to the reported cases of 
narrow escapes, as on more than one occasion his efforts 
to verify the facts have proved abortive. It must be 
admitted that there are difficulties in the way of such 
inquiries. If the subject of trance, or narrow escape 
from burial, is a lady, publicity injures her prospects of 
marriage ; and if a young man, his reputation for busi- 
ness stability is endangered or prejudiced ; so that this 
reticence on the part of relatives is hardly^ surprising. 
Such persons do not like their gruesome and unpleasant 
experiences to be talked about 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

PREDISPOSING CAUSES AND CONDITIONS 
OF DEATH-COUNTERFEITS- 

Those who are most subject to the various forms of 
death-counterfeit are persons whose vocations exhaust 
the nervous force faster than the natural powers of 
recuperation, or who resort to narcotics and stimulants 
to counteract the physical depression consequent upon 
nervous exhaustion. Then there is the hysterical 
class — principally females, who take but little nourish- 
ment, and who allow their imaginations to run riot upon 
every gloomy subject which arrests them, until the ner- 
vous system becomes prostrate, and they fall into 
a state of lethargy. Those given to fainting, again, 
or those in whom the heart has practically failed from 
shock or loss of blood — as in recorded cases of 
soldiers dying upon the battle-field from wounds, and 
who have been brought back to life as long as twelve 
days afterwards. Plague, cholera, typhoid have been 
fruitful sources of such partial inhibition of the heart's 
action, and many are the gruesome narratives of burials 
of persons in a state of coma arising from such causes. 
One shudders to contemplate the possibilities and 
probabilities connected with the hasty burials during 
epidemics of the early part of last and the previous 
century, especially in cases where many bodies were 
hurried into a common grave. 
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Medical Experience. 

In an address delivered by Dr. Alexander Wilder, as 
president, before a State medical society in the Hall of 
the House of Assembly in the State of New York, at 
Albany, he said: — 

** We exhaust our energies by overwork, by too much 
excitement, overtaxing of the brain and nervous system, 
insufficient resting from labour, the use of tobacco, 
alcohol, and sedatives or anaesthetics, and by irr^^lar 
and improper habits, which hasten the Three Sisters in 
cutting off the fatal thread. Apoplexy, palsy, epilepsy 
are thus likely to prostrate us at any moment.* and 
catalepsy, to an extent of which few are aware, is not 
far from any of us." 

Equally, if not even more likely, to be overtaken by 
these simulacra of death are the poor— the ill-fed, ill- 
conditioned, and overworked classes. 

With regard to the causation of catalepsy. Dr. W. R. 
Gowersi in Quain's ''Dictionary of Medicine," p. 216, 
says: — ^''Nervous exhaustion is the common predis- 
ponent; and emotional disturbance, especially religious 
excitement, or sudden alarm, and blows on the head and 
back, are frequent immediate causes. It occasionally 
occurs in the course of mental affections, especially in 
melancholia, and as an early symptom of epilepsy." 

Fainting Fits. 

Dr. James Cuny, F.A.S, in his ''Observations on 
Apparent Death," pp. 81, 82, referring to those con- 
ditions and diseases which predispose to death- 
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counterfeits, to which women are more liable than 
men, says s-*** The faintings which most require assist- 
ance, and to which, therefore, I wish particularly to 
direct the attention of my readers and the public, are 
those that take place from loss of blood, violent and 
long*continued fits of coughing, excessive vomiting or 
purging, great fatigue or want of food, and likewise 
after convulsions, and in the advanced stage of low 
fevers. It is but seldom, however, that any attempt at 
recovery is made in such cases; and several reasons may 
be assigned for this, particularly the great resemblance 
that fainting fits of any duration bear to actual deaths and 
the firm belief of the bystanders that the circumstances 
which preceded were sufficient to destroy life entirely.** 

The author continues, pp. 106, 107 : — ** Nervous and 
highly hysterical females, who are subject to fainting 
fits, are the most frequent subjects of this kind of 
apparent death; in which the person seems in a state 
very nearly resembling that of hibernating animals, such 
as the dormouse, bat, toad, frog, etc, which annually 
become insensible, motionless, and apparently dead, on 
the setting in of the winter's cold, but spontaneously 
revive on the returning warmth of spring. Here, by 
some peculiar and yet unknown circumstance, the vital 
principle has its action suspended, but neither its exist- 
ence destroyed, nor its organs injured, so as absolutely 
to prevent recovery, if not too long neglected** 

Cases in Point. 

Dr. Franz Hartmann reports a case which occurred 
within half a mile of his residence, near Hallein, 
Austria:— *' At Oberalm, near Hallein, there died the 
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widow of a Dr. Ettenbei^er, a lawyer. It was known 
that she had previously been affected with fits of cata- 
lepsy, and therefore all possible means were taken for 
the purpose of restoring her to life. All, however, were 
in vain» and her death appeared to be certain. On the 
third day, just before the hour appointed for the funeral, 
the family physician, Dr. Leber, bethought himself of 
trying some fresh experiments on the corpse, when the 
woman revived. She had been fully conscious all the 
time, and aware of all the preparations that were made 
for her funeral, although unable to make it known to 
others that she was still alive.** 

. Dr. Hartmann says: — ^"In 1866, in Kronstadt, a 
young and strong man, Orrendo by name, had a fit and 
died. He was put into a coffin and deposited in the 
family vault in a church. Fourteen years afterwards, in 
1880^ the same vault was opened again for the purpose 
of admitting another corpse. A horrible sight met 
those who entered. Orrendo's coffin was empty, and 
his skeleton lying upon the floor. But the rest of the 
coffins were also broken open and emptied of their 
contents. It seemed to show that the man after 
awakening had burst his coffin open, and, becoming 
insane, had smashed the others, after which he had been 
starved to death." — PretiuUurt Burial^ p. 7. 

Bouchut, in ''Signes de la Mort,** p. 40, relates that 
''a lawyer afVesoul was subject to fits of fainting, but 
kept the matter secret, so that the knowledge of it 
might not spread and interfere with his prospects of 
marriage ; he only spoke confidentially of it to one of 
his friends. The marriage took place, and he lived for 
some time in good health, then suddenly fell into one 
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of hia fits, and hia wife and the doctors, believii^ him 
dead, had him placed in a coffin/ and got everything 
ready for the funeral. His friend was absent, but fortu- 
nately returned just in time to prevent the burial. The 
lawyer recovered, and lived for sixteen years after this 
event. 

Intense Cold. 

M. Charles Londe, in ^La Mort Apparente,'* p. i6, 
says: — ^"Intense cold, coincident with privations and 
fatigue, will produce all the phenomena of apparent 
death — ^phenomena susceptible of prolongation during 
several days without producing actual death, and con- 
sequently exposing the individual who could be restored 
to life to living burial " ; and he further maintains it as 
an indisputable fact that every day people are thus 
interred alive. 

Struve, in his essay on ^ Suspended Animation," p. 140, 
says : — ^ In no case whatever is the danger of commit- 
ting homicide greater than in the treatment of persons 
who have suffered by severe cold. Their death-like 
state may deceive our judgment, not only because such 
persons continue longest apparently dead, but because 
the want of susceptibility of irritation is in many cases 
not distinguishable from real death. A man benumbed 
with cold burnt his feet, and had continued insensible to 
pain, nor did he feel this sensation till he warmed them 
at a fire. In this case it is evident that the suscepti- 
bility of irritation was destroyed, while vital power 
remained.** 

A story is told of a grenadier belonging to the 
Strassburg garrison, who was found frozen in the river 
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111 ; he was taken to the hospital, warmth was applied, 
and he survived. At Strassburg, according to Dn 
Brouardel, on another occasion, a hospital attendant was 
feond finozen, was resuscitated, and still continues his 
duties, which he has now performed for many years. 

Influenza. 

This is a malady that has been enormously rife all 
over the world during the past few years, and has baffled 
the efforts of physicians and sanitarians to arrest its 
progress; it is sometimes accompanied by conditions 
which can hardly be distinguished from catalepsy. 

The Lamii, May 31, 1890, page 1215, sUtes:— ''The 
neurotic sequelae of influenza seem engaging more 
attention abroad than at home, probably from their 
symptoms being more pronounced than on this side the 
Channel ' Nona,' as it is called, if something more than 
the somnolence succeeding the exhaustion of influenza, 
has been thought in Upper Italy to have much in 
common with catalepsy— one case, indeed, amounting 
to the 'apparent death' of Pacini This is reported 
from Coma The patient, Pasquale Ossola by name, 
had to all appearance died, and a certificate to that 
effect, after due consultation, was drawn up and signed. 
Already it wanted but an hour or so to die interment, 
when ibc 'coipse' hcgui to move spontaneously and to 
exhiUt signs of returning life. The relatives of the 
supposed dead man at once called in assistance, and 
though animation and consciousness, even to recc^- 
nitioQ, were restored, the resuscitation was not main- 
tasned, and the patient died Fortunately, the funeral 
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had been arranged on the traditional lines, and the 
faint chance of return to life was not extinguished by 
cremation." 

Sedatives. 

Referring to the supposed death of a girl, Sarola, 
aged eleven years, to \iyhom chloroform had been 
administered in September, 1894, under peculiar circum- 
stances, and the body hurried oflT to cremation. Dr. 
Roger S. Chew, of Calcutta, vmtes :— '' That bottle of 
medicine was charged with having caused the death 
of little Sarola, who, I firmly believe, was burned 
alive while in a cataleptic condition induced by the 
hysterical convulsions, and rendered profound by the 
administration of the chloroform. Surgeon Lieutenant- 
Colonel Edward Lawrie agrees with me that at least 
ninety per cent of the chloroform deaths are preven- 
table if proper measures are adopted to resuscitate the 
body, and it is quite possible for a chloroform anaesthetic 
to be launched into eternity on the funeral pyre or in 
the suffocating earth. What a mournful visU Sarola's 
case opens up, and who can say how many hundreds 
have been similarly disposed of 1 "^—Communicated to tlu 
Author. 

Sir Benjamin Ward Richardson, on "The Absolute 
Signs and Proofs of Death," in the Ascle^iad, first quar- 
ter, 1889, p. 9, says:— ''In the first experiments made 
in this country with chloral, after the discovery of its 
effects by Liebreich, we learned that such a deep nar- 
cotism could be induced by this narcotic that it might 
be impossible to say whether an animal under its in- 
fluence were alive or dead." And referring to cataleptic 
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trance due to shock, he observes, p. 1 1, ** True traumatic 
catalepsy is equally remarkable, and equally embarras- 
sing. It has been witnessed in the most destructive 
form after shock by lightning, and it may also have 
been met with after severe blows and contusions of 
the head.* 

Cholera. 

Dr. Chew, referring to another of the predisposing 
causes of apparent death, and the danger of premature 
burial in India, says : — " In the cholera season there is 
a risk of a soldier being buried alive, as the custom is 
to get rid of the body as soon as possible, and it is very 
seldom indeed that a post-inortem is held on a cholera 
corpse. If the case be one of true cholera, decomposition 
sets in before the breath has entirely left the body, and,, 
immediately life is extinct, putrefaction rushes forward 
so rapidly as to render a mistake impossible; but in 
choleraic diarrhcea or the lighter forms of cholera it is 
possible that coma resultant on extreme collapse may 
suspend animation so as to simulate real death without 
actual cessation of vital energy, and lead to live sepulture, 
except where, by some such lucky accident as the burial 
ground being a long journey off, the funeral is delayed 
sufficiently to give a chance of recovery. And this 
same accident may prove a salvation in syncope or 
ooma from shock or protracted illness. 

**With the civil population, save in very exceptional 
cases, there is very little chance of recovery from 
apparent death, as the time between allied decease 
and sepulture is very short indeed; and unless there 
are unmistakable %vpA of trance, syncope, or coma, the 
victim must die after hi (or she) has ban buried alivi!* 
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Cerebral Concussion, 

Dr. Brouardel, Professor of Medical Jurisprudence, 
Paris, mentions a case which came under his own eyes 
while he was house-physician at La Pitid. He says : — 
^'A little bricklayer, aged thirteen, was brought in 
one day, who had fallen from the sixth story to the 
pavement The accident happened in the Rue de la 
Toumelle. The boy had been taken to a chemist, who 
pronounced him to be dead, and sent him on to the 
hospital The director refused to admit him, as he was 
dead. Now, either by intuition or else to bamboozle the 
director, I stated that the^lad was alive, although sounds 
of the heart could not be heard on auscultation. I had 
him put into a mustard bath, and, to my delight, he 
came ta He had received no wound, nor any definite 
injury, only he remembered nothing." The writer adds^ 
** He might have been buried alive." 

Drunkenness. 

M. Boumeville cites the case of an old woman found 
.in the street, who no longer breathed or gave any sign 
of life. Rectal temperature was 77* F. She was taken 
to hospital, where energetic treatment was employed, 
and she was restored to life. M. Laborde also mentions 
a case of a man picked up in a lifeless condition at the 
gate of the Bic^tre. His rectal temperature was 75* F. 
He eventually recovered. 

Various Predisposing Diseases. 

Living burials take place because the general public 
are ignorant of the fact that there are many (some 
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thirty) diseases, and some states of the body that cannot 
be called diseases, as well as a number of incidents and 
acddentSi which produce all the appearances of death 
so closely as to deceive any one. 

Excessive joy or excessive grief will often paralyse 
the nervous system, including the action of the heart 
and the respiratory functions, and occasion the appear- 
ance of sudden death ; as well as shocks, blows upon 
the head, fright, strokes of lightning, violent displays of 
temper; also certain drugs now in common medical 
use, such as Indian hemp, atropia, digitalis, tobacco, 
morphia, and veratrum. According to Dr. L^nce Lenor- 
mand, in ** Des Inhumations ^^ipit^" pp. 85-104, the 
following diseases and conditions not infrequently pro- 
duce the like symptoms, viz., apoplexy, asphyxia, cata- 
lepsy, epilepsy, nervous exhaustion, ecstasy, haemorrhage, 
hysteria, lethargy, syncope, tetanus, etc. 

Dr. Hartmann observes: — ** The cases in which persons 
apparently dead have been restored to health by appro- 
priate means are innumerable, and such accounts may 
be added to without end, as they are of daily occurrence, 
while it is also self-evident that, if they had not thus 
been saved, premature burial and death in the coffin 
would have taken place. But it also often happens that 
cases of apparent death recover spontaneously, and even 
after all possible means taken for the restoration of life 
have fiuled. This is specially the case in catalepsy, due 
to nervous exhaustion, which requires no other remedy 
than sufficient rest for the recuperation of the life-power, 
which no kind of medicine can supply." 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHAPTER IX. 

PREMATURE BURIAL AND CREMATION 
IN INDIA. 

The following are some of the facts and experiences 
which were brought to the author's notice during a visit 
to India in the early part of 1896. 

The Calcutta Burning Ghat. 

On February 9, 1896, I visited the Burning Ghat on 
the banks of the Ganges, Calcutta, where twenty bodies 
are reduced to ashes by fire daily. The corpse of an 
aged Hindu woman had just been brought in on my 
arrival ; death, we were told, having occurred but an 
hour before. The deputy registrar asked the nearest 
relative a few questions as to the age, caste, next of kin, 
cause of death, which were duly recorded in a book kept 
for that purpose, and the charges having been paid, the 
body, which was as supple as in life (and except for 
want of volition bore no visible marks of deathX was 
placed upon the logs, which were alternately crossed over 
each other, other logs being placed on the top of the 
body, with straw underneath. The family being poor 
in this case, no expensive spiced oils, ghee, or sandal 
wood were used. The pyre having been sprinkled with 
water from the sacred river, the nearest male relative 
took a wisp of lighted straw and ran seven times round 
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it; shottting, "Ram, Ram, sach hai'* (the god Ram is 
true and great indeed): He then applied the torch, 
which in a few seconds reached the body, while a Hindu 
priest recited verses from the Vedas. The process of 
bumii^ occupied about four hours. Two other bodies, 
one an adult, and the other a child, were nearly burnt to 
ashes during my visit 

Hasty Disposal of Apparently Dead. 

It appears that in India, when the body is motionless, 
and assumes a death-like appearance, as in trance or 
catalepsy, no attempt is ever made at resuscitation, no 
matter how suddenly or unexpectedly the supposed 
death may occur, nor is there any proper method 
of examination for the purpose of death-certification- 
Amongst the Hindus death is not considered an evil, 
but is the gate leading to a better and happier world. 
Many Hindus, when ill, are carried by their friends to 
the banks of the sacred Ganges, where they meet death 
with much hope, and without fear. 

At the General Hospital, Colombo, I was told by Dr. 
Van Lagenberg that there was absolutely no protection 
against premature burials for persons subject to trance, 
as, alduMigh according to the law medical certification 
was obligatory, medical examination was not; the 
doctor taking the word of the friends as to the fact of 
death, and certifying accordingly. Early burial (about 
six hours after death) was the rule. The Mother 
Superior to the staflT of nurses mentioned the case of 
the venerable Father Vestarani, an aged Catholic priest 
of Colombo^ who was subject to attacks of epilepsy ; 
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these were followed by apparent death, and he had 
several narrow escapes from premature burial This 
case was also known to my friend, Mr. Peter de Abrew, 
of Colombo, and others. The house surgeon, Dr. H. M. 
Fernando, said that amongst the Moslems burial followed 
apparent death very quickly, sometimes in an hour. 

Brahmin Rites and Superstitions. 

From Mr. Vira Raghava Chri, of Madras, manager of 
the Hindu^ I learned that the Brahmins always bum the 
dead soon after death occurs. The relatives, if they 
reside within easy reach, are sent for. The body is 
washed in cold water, and after two or three hours the 
religious service begins, which is performed by the 
priests, and consists of citations from the Vedas, having 
reference to the departure of the soul from the body, 
and to the lessons the solemn event teaches. These 
ceremonies generally last for two or three hours, after 
which the body is taken to be burned. In answer to 
my inquiries as to what would happen if within that 
time no sign of decomposition was exhibited, Mr. Chri 
informed me that under no circumstances would they 
wait for more than six hours before the body was taken 
to be burned. He had heard of cases of persons declared 
to be dead coming to life while being carried to the 
funeral pyre, when they were restored to and welcomed 
by their friends. Cases were also known of the corpse 
sitting up amidst the flames, and being beaten down by 
those in chai^ of the funeral. They were believed to 
be the victims of premature cremation. He thought, 
however, that such cases were rare amongst his co- 
religionists. 
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Mr. Mohan Chunder Roy, BIB., of Benares, said that 
it was a very difficult matter, even for a medical prac- 
titioner, to distinguish the living from the dead, and 
where there were no signs of putrefaction, it was his 
custom to advise the relatives to wait before burial, or 
before sendii^ the body to the burning ghat, which they 
were very reluctant to da When apparent i:evivals to 
consciousness occurred on the pyre, the superstitious 
people believed that it was due to the presence of evil 
spirits, and the attempt to escape is frustrated by 
cremators in charge of the burning ghat This bar- 
barous custom has been repeatedly affirmed to me by 
intelligent natives as a matter of common notoriety. 

One reason why Hindus are hurried to the cremation 
ground so quickly, and without waiting to see whether 
the case is one of trance or suspended animation, is that 
the relatives are not allowed either to eat or drink while 
the body remains in the house. If a person touches any 
article in the house of mourning, that article must be 
washed and purified. After the cremation all the rela- 
tives purify themselves by bathing before they are allowed 
to eat or drink. 

Just Grounds for Fear. 

Mr. Durga Prasad, editor of the Harbinger^ Lahore, 
writes, February 29, 1896: — ^^I recollect, when about 
twelve years old, my grandmother, who was held in 
great esteem for her piety and experience, told me that 
she was once declared to be dead, and was therefore 
carried to our crematorium, or burning-place ; but when 
about to be burnt she came back to life.** 
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Mr. Joseph, assistant secretary at the Public Library 
and Museum, Colombo, told the author that his father, 
owing to weakness of the heart, was subject to frequent 
attacks of trance-like insensibility. They, passed away 
by simple treatment in a few hours, but were sometimes 
quite alarming. He was afraid, owing to the super- 
stitious fear of death among the ignorant classes in 
Ceylon, and the terror which keeping a corpse, or a 
person in a state of catalepsy, where volition had ceased, 
excited, that many were buried or burned alive, as it vras 
the custom, particularly amongst the Mohammedans, 
to carry the body away a few hours after deatli. Signs 
of decomposition quickly appeared in a tropical climate, 
but this unequivocal mode of verifying death was not 
often waited for by Moslems. 

Sinhalese Customs. 

Sri Sumangala, the venerable High Priest of the 
Buddhists of Ceylon, and Principal of the College for 
Buddhist Priests, at an interview the author had with 
him in January, 1896, stated that among the Sinhalese 
the chances of burial or cremation of the apparently 
dead are not frequent Their customs are such that a 
corpse is seldom or never removed for burial or creifia- 
tion before the expiry of twenty-four hours after death 
is said to have taken place. During that time climatic 
influence renders signs of decomposition and putrefaction 
apparent 

Only one case came under the observation of the 
venerable theologian, which was that of a person bitten 
by a cobra. The man apparently succumbed, but a 
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native specialist, having arrived at the cemetery just 
before the burial, examined the case, and said that life 
was ffoi extinct^ and saved the man from a premature 
grave. 

The following is from the British Mtdical Journal^ 
April 26^ 1884, p. 844 :— 

**PKBlfATURB INTBRMENT. 

**The Timus of India^ for March 21, has the following story:— 
On last Friday morning the fiumily of a Goanese, named Manuel, 
aged seventy years, who had been for the last four months suffer- 
ing from dysentery, thinking that he was dead, made preparations 
for bis luneraL He was placed in a coffin and taken from his 
houses at Woriee, to a chapel at Lower Mahim, preparatory to 
boriaL The inriest, on putting his hand on the man's chest, found 
bis heart still beating. He %ras thereupon removed to the Jamset- 
jee Jejeeboy Hospital, where he remained in an unconscious state 
up to a late hour on last Friday night, when he died." 

Superstitions and Dangers 

In a communication to the author from Mr. Nasarvariji 
F. Billimoria, dated March 14, 1896, the writer says 
that where cases of premature burning have occurred in 
India, the relatives are unwilling to have the facts 
published, and shrink from making them known. 
Moreover, when persons have been once declared dead, 
and have been rejected by their friends in the land of 
shadows, and have returned to this life, they are 
believed to bring misfortune with them, and discredit is 
mttached to the families in consequence. Mr. Billimoria 
says the following cases can be relied upon as 
authentic : — 

''la the year 18— > in the town of B ^ a Marwari was taken 

as dead, aad carried to the cremation-grDand. Unfortunately, at 
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that time a tapentitioii was prevalent among all dasics of Indiana 
that, if a dead one is brought back to his or her housOi a plague 
would break out in the town. When, therefore, the Marwari sur- 
vived, instead of bringing him back to the house, or even altowing 
him to roam elsewhere, he was killed, it is said, by a hatchet, which 
they were in the habit of carrying with them to break the fuel for 
the funeral pyre. This had happened in the old Gaekwari days 
when Govemmenu did not interfere in the supentitHSOS customa 
of the people.** 

Fortunately, however, those days are gone, and with 
them the old superstitions. Some time ago a fisher- 
woman, after taking a liberal dose of alcoholic drink 
and opium, was. found (apparently) dead by her rela- 
tives — low-caste Hindus. No time is lost among the 
Hindus, high or low caste, to remove the body to the 
cremation ground after a man is found dead. 

** A bamboo bier was being prepared to carry the fisherwoman 
to the SamaskAm (cremation ground^ upon which the body was 
laid as usual, and the relatives were to lift it to their shoulders : 
when, lo ! the woman turned herself on the bier on her side, and, 
thanks to the good sense of the fisherman, she is still enjoying her 
life while I am writing. 

** A young daughter of a Bania was sick for a long time, and was 
found apparently dead by her relatives, and carried to the Sama^ 
shdn. These grounds are generally situated at a river side. When 
the bier was prepared for certain ceremonies, the girl showed signs 
of revival, and, one by one, the relatives would go near the bier, 
bend down, stare at the face, and retire aghast. Information had 
reached the town that the girl had survived ; but the body, never- 
theless, was cremated, and never brought back to the house. It is 
believed that in this case, although the giri had revived for a little S 

time, she had died soon afterwards, as she had been ill for a long 
time previously. Granting that this was a case in which the dying 
became actively conscious a few minutes before real death, it ia 
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i that great and indecent haste was practised by the relatives 
in pressing on the cremationi as is the usual mode in India." 

A Question for the National Congress. 

The Bombay Guardian^ January 1 1, 1896, reports : — 

** A Brahmin went to Poona, to attend the National Congress. 
He was laid np with fever, became dangerously ill, and fell into a 
trance. His friends, thinking him dead, made the necessary 
arnwgements for the funeral. They took the supposed dead man 
to the river to be burned, but just as the feneral procession 
arrived near the Shane temple his head and hands were seen 
moving. The doth having been removed from his face, he opened 
his eyes and tried to speak. He was taken home." 

The subject of hasty and premature burials in India 
might with much profit be introduced at the National 
.Congress. The author believes that thousands of people 
are annually buried and burned in a state of suspended 
animation — particularly in places where cholera, small- 
pox, and other devastating plagues prevail It is usual 
both amongst the Parsees and the Hindus, to b^in 
preparations for the religious ceremonies when the case 
is considered hopeless. 

Dr. Roger S. Chew, of Calcutta, who for some years 
occupied the position of army surgeon in India, writes 
to the author: — ^"Though there is every risk of live 
interment with those classes who bury their dead, this 
is a risk (save in cases of epidemic or battlefield) the 
British soldier never runs in India, where the militafy 
law requires that a posUmaritm examination, not earlier 
than twelve hours after decease, must be held on 
every soldier who dies from any cause except a highly 
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contagious or infectious disease." In the present un- 
satisfactory state of the law might not this saf<^^uard 
be generally adopted? 

The Towers of Silence, Bombay. 

On Sunday, March 15, 1896, my daughter and I 
were accompanied to the Towers of Silence, situated on 
the highest part of Malabar Hill, Bombay, by Mr. Phiroze 
C. Sethna, a highly accomplished Parsee merchant, to 
whom we were indebted for many acts of kindness 
during our sojourn in the city. The position is one 
of rare beauty, commanding as it does charming 
panoramic views of Bombay and the surrounding neigh- 
bourhood, while immediately below are extensive cocoa 
and other tropical plantations. At the entrance to the 
towers is a notice-board in English, stating that none 
but Parsees are admitted, We passed under the porch 
into the sacred enclosure, and found ourselves in the 
midst of a lovely garden planted with choice shrubs 
and trees, and were each presented by the gardener 
with bouquets of freshly-cut flowers. 

The towers are five in number, the smallest having 
been erected in 1669, all modelled after the same pat- 
tern, and are about twenty-five feet high. Inside is 
a circular platform about three hundred feet in circum- 
ference paved with large slabs, and divided into rows 
of shallow open receptacles in which the bodies are 
placed There are three sections — ^for males, females, 
and children. We noticed a number of vultures sitting 
on the adjacent trees, and were informed that, when a 
funeral is on its way, large numbers congr^ate upon 
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the coping of the tower, ready to seize the body and 
devour it the moment it is deposited by the corpse- 
bearers on the slabsy after the conclusion of the funeral 
ceremonies. In an hour or less the corpse is completely 
stripped of its flesh» when the bones are thrown into a 
wdL From a sanitary point of view the plan is pre- 
ferable to burying or to cremation, which last, as it is 
carried out in India, is a slow and tedious process. 
Vultures have never been known to attack children, or 
even babies left by their mothers tied for safety to a 
brtoch of a tree, and will not, it is said, attack a person 
only apparently dead, as in a trance or coma. 

Canine Diagnosticians. 

Another custom amongst the Parsees in the treatment 
of their dead is to bring a dog to the corpse before it is 
removed from the house, and another dog on its arrival 
at the Tower of Silence. This ceremony is known as the 
Sagdeed. In a pamphlet on the ^'Funeral Ceremonies of 
the Parsees," by Ervad Jivanji Jamshedje Mody, B.A., 
a learned priest of the Parsee cult, with whom the 
author had the pleasure of an interview, the explanation 
is that, according to the ancient belief, the spotted dc^ 
can discriminate between the really and the apparently 
dead. Dr. Franz Hartmann and other writers appear 
also to be of the opinion, which the author considers 
highly probable, that a dog knows whether his master 
is really dead or only in a trance; but that a strange 
dog would be able to discriminate and act as a sentinel 
to pfevent a living person being mistaken for a dead 
one, is highly improbable. 
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Tragedies at the Towers of Silence. 

Having heard of several cases of persons taken to the 
Towers of Silence who recovered consciousness after 
being laid within the enclosure, I asked Mr. Jtvanji 
Mody what would happen in such a case, and what 
means of escape there would be. Mr. Mody replied 
that within the tower there is a chain hanging from the 
coping to the floor, by which a person could draw 
himself up to the top of the structure, and he would then 
be seen and rescued. In a neatly-constructed model of 
these towers at the museum, Victoria Gardens, Bombay, 
no chain is visible. The subject of apparent death, or 
suspended animation, and how to prevent premature 
burial, premature cremation, and premature exposure 
in the Towers of Silence, is beginning to excite interest 
in some parts of India. Mr. Ardeshar Nowroji, Fort, 
Bombay, student of 2^roastrian literature, is to read 
a paper on the subject before the Debating Society 
at Elphinstone College. Mr. Soabjee Dhunjeebhoy 
Wadia is also studying literature bearing on the same 
topic 

Mr. Dadabohy Nusserwanje, a Bombay Parsee and 
merchant, residing at Colombo, Ceylon, informed the 
author, January 28, iSg6, that he knew of two cases 
where his co-religionists had been declared dead, and 
the bodies prepared for burial (the preparation including 
the long religious service as prescribed by their formulas), 
who were only in a trance. This was proved by their 
having come back to life when placed in the Towers 
of Silence in Bombay. It appears that any persons 
officially and religiously given over for dead were 

13 
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formerly not allowed to be restored to their' relatives, 
or to the society to which they belonged, as they were 
supposed to carry with them, from their dead associates, 
liaUlity to plague or ill luck, and they are consequently 
obliged to migrate to distant parts of the country. My 
informant said that this superstition was so deeply 
rooted in the minds of the Parsee people that he did 
not think a reform was possible. 

Personal Reminiscences. 

Cases of persons in a trance, mistaken for dead, are 
by no means uncommon, as would appear from the 
following communication from Mr. Nasarvariji F. 
Billimoria, a Parsee of Bombay, addressed to Dr. Franz 
Hartmann, and not previously published : — 

^Sevsral cases of revival of the apparently dead among the 
Farsees," writes Mr. Billimoria, *' have come to my notice. 

**A Parsee, whom I shall call M— B ^ was given up as 

dead. The body was laid on the ground, and the usual 
ceremonies were being performed, when, to the surprise of the 
people Sttnoundiog the body, he rose and described some spiritual 
experience. He died long after this event took place, at a good 
old age, at Bilimora, a town about eighty miles north of Bombay. 

^S— ^ a giri of about ten years, was also taken as dead in the 
same town, uid, after laying her body on the ground, prayers were 
being fedted by the priests. She rose and said that she had been 
to some other land, where she saw an old huly who ordered her 
to go away, as she was not required there just then. She died at 
agood old age a few months aga 

*A woman in the garb of a Hindu beggar was some time ago 
in the habit of interviewing Parsee ladies at odd times, vis., at 
\ thfee or four o^dock in the morning, at the same place, and 
seveial questioBS pertaining to religion. It was afterwards 
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found that the was K^— (widow of a Parsee pricstX who had 
apparently died a short time before, and, after revival, had emcigcd 
from the Tower of Silence, and, a superstition being prevalent 
among the people that none should be taken back among us who 
return from the dead, she dared not unite with the Parsec% and 
hence led a wanderer's life. 

** In Bombay, too^ I have heard of some cases of the revival of 
the apporently dead among the Parsees, the principal of them 
being a lady of a wealthy family, and a Parsee who afterwards 
carried on his profession as a physician. The physician was living 
as a Christian on account of the prejudice among the Parsees 
before referred ta He was called **M(^tchala Diktar,* iV., doctor 
with big moustache. 

'^ Similar cases had "also occurred in Surat, where two Parsee 
women had returned from the Towers of Silence^ one of whom 
lived afterwards as a SanyasinL What became of the other I 
cannot say." 

Parsee Funeral Rites. 

'*The funeral ceremonies among the Parsees provide 
that, after the signs of death are manifest, the body be 
washed with warm water, and laid on a clean sheet ; 
two persons hold the hands of the dead person, joining 
themselves by a paivand of tape. The priests recite 
certain prayers, after which the body is laid on ground 
set apart for the purpose in the house. Here it lies for 
seyeiul hours, during which time priests recite alternately 
certain prayers, while a fire is kept alive with fragrant 
combustibles near the body. The Nasas&lirs, or 
corpse-bearers, arrive at the appointed time, when 
the fire is taken away, and other manthrlLs or prayers, 
which occupy an hour or so, are recited by two priests 
conjointly, gazing first on the iron bier, and then on 
the face of the body. A procession is then formed 



Digitized by 



Google 



1/2 PREMATURE BURIAL AND CREMATION IN INDIA. 

and the body is carried by the NasasAULrs' only, the 
others walking in pairs, joining themselves by holding 
a handkerchief in their hands, several yards distant from 
the body. The Towers of Silence are removed from 
the habitations of mankind, sometimes miles distant, 
where, after the arrival of the funeral procession, the last 
obeisance is performed, and the body is carried into the 
tower, which is called Dukhtndh^ the mourners, except 
the Nasas&l&rs, remaining outside. The procession 
returns after further prayers. The towers are entirely 
open from above to allow ample sunlight, and to allow 
the carrion-birds access to the dead 

** From the forgoing it would appear that, with regard 
to the disposal of the dead, the Parsee system oflers 
advantages, in respect of the revival of the supposed 
dead persons, over the European system of burial. 
After real or supposed death, a fire is kept burning near 
the body, the heat of which would indirectly assist in 
resuscitating those in a state of suspended animation. 

~If a man dies in the afternoon his body is not carried 
to the towers till next day, and in that case the fire is 
kept alive the whole night near the body, two priests 
alternately reciting manthrAs. Some time is thus allowed 
to intervene between the supposed death and the disposal 
of the body in the Towers of Silence. There, too, the 
body is not laid without Zoroastrian ceremony. But in 
the system of disposal itself we see another protection^ 
in that the carrion-birds do not touch the body unless 
they instinctively find evidence of putrefaction. It is a 
fact that in not a few cases persons have escaped from 
the dismal and terrible fate of being laid alive in the 
Towers of Silence. The system of disposal in the tower 
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the heme, the dog attacked the hearers so furiously that they 
dropped it on the gnmnd ; and in the shock the lid was broken 
ofl( and the man inside awoke from his lethaigic condition, and 
soon le c ove r ed hb full consdoosness. He was alive and well at 
last news of him. Dogs might possibly be of use in deciding 
doubtful rates, where their master was concerned." 
% 
Also the following: — 

^The postmaster of a village in Moravia 'died' in a fit of 
epilepsy, and was buried three days afterwards in due form. He 
lad a little pet dog which showed great affection towards him, and 
aftdr the burial the dog remained upon the man's grave and 
howled dismally, and would not be driven away. Several times 
the dog was taken home forcibly, but whenever it could escape it 
immediately returned. This lasted for a week, and became the 
talk of the viUage. About a year afterwards that part of the 
graveyard had to be removed owing to an enlargement in building 
the church, and consequently the grave of the postmaster was 
opened, and the body was found in such a state and position as 
to leave no doubt that he had been buried alive, had returned to 
ooosdottsness, and had died in the grave. The physician who' 
had signed the certificate of death went insane on that account, 
after the discovery was made." 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE DANGER OF HASTY BURIALS, 

Early burials are advocated and defended by certain 
writers on sanitary grounds; and there is, no doubt, 
something to be said for them, provided the body shows 
unmistakable signs of dissolution. 

I have not unirequently seen in the course of my 
professional duties, when visiting the houses of the poor, 
a corpse placed in its coffin in a comer of the tiny 
sitting-room of a four-chambered hovel in a city slum, 
where the family were having their meals, and all day 
a stream of neighbours would be calling to gaze upon 
the gruesome spectacle. It might be ui^ed that such 
instances demanded, in the name of decency, that speedy 
burial should be enforced, but do not such weird 
conditions rather call for a waiting mortuary, whence 
the body could be removed until unmistakable signs of 
death set in ? To impose a general rule of speedy burial 
upon Englishmen by Parliament, or upon Americans by 
State Legislature, as has been urged, would but add to 
the existing evil of perfunctory and mistaken diagnosis 
of death, and greatly increase the number of premature 
interments. 

Anxient Practices. 

The Romans kept the bodies of the dead a week 
before burial, lest through haste they should inter them 
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may appear to non-2^roastrians repulsive ; but neither 
the system of cremation or burial will give us back 
those whom they have once devoured. That the Parsees 
do not allow those who have returned from the Towers 
of Silence to intermingle among them is another ques- 
tion. This too, however, has attracted the attention 
of this small community; and I hear that there is a 
standing order issued from the trustees of the Parsee 
Panchayet at Bombay to the Na;sasAJ4rs (the corpse- 
bearers) to the effect that they would be rewarded if they 
would give information or bring back any body which 
had been revived after it had been carried to the Towers 
of Silence.** 

Instances of Canine Sagacity. 

The Parsee custom of using the dog is suggestive. 
There are numerous cases on record where a dog, 
following his master to the grave as one of the 
mourners, has refused to leave the grave; and these 
have been quoted as a proof of the undying love of 
the master's canine friend. May it not be that dogs 
are gifted, as believed by the Parsees, with another sense 
denied to most men — the faculty of discerning between 
real and apparent death? A medical correspondent 
relates the following : — 

'Mn Austria, in 1870, a man seemed to be dead, and was 
placed in a coffin. After the usual three days of watching over 
the supposed corpse, the funeral was commenced ; and when the 
coffin was being carried out of the house, it was noticed that the 
dog which belonged to the supposed defunct became very cross, 
and numifested great eagerness towards the coffin, and could not 
be driven away. Finally, as the coffin was about to be placed in 
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while life remained. Servius, in his comnnentary on 
Vifgil, tells us— •* That on the eighth day they burned 
the body, and on the ninth put its ashes in the grave." 
Plato enjoined the bodies of the dead to be kept until 
the third day, in order (as he says) to be satisfied of 
the reaiitf of the death. Quintilian explains why the 
Romans delayed burials iis follows: — ^"For what pur- 
pose do ye imagine that long-delayed interments were 
invented ? Or, on what account is it that the mournful 
pomp of funeral solemnities is always interrupted by 
sorrowful groans and piercing cries? Why, for no 
other reason, but because we have seen persons return 
to life after they were about to be laid in the grave as 
dead." *" For this reason," adds Lancisi, in ** De Subita 
Mort," lib. L, cap. 15, "the Legislature has wisely 
and prudently prohibited the immediate, or the too 
speedy, interment of all dead persons, and especially 
of such as have the misfortune to be cut oflT by a sudden 
death." 

Terilli, a celebrated physician of Venice, in a treatise 
of the ** Causes of Sudden Death," sect vi. cap. 2, 
says: — ^* Since the body is sometimes so deprived of 
every vital function, and the principle of life reduced so 
low, that it cannot be distinguished from death, the laws 
both of natural comparison and revealed religion oblige 
us to wait a sufficient time for life manifesting itself by 
the usual signs, peradventure it should not be, as yet, 
totally extinguished ; and if we should act a contrary 
part, we may possibly become murderers, by confining 
to the gloomy regions of the dead those who are actually 
alive." 
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Continental Evidence. 

Mr. Cooper, surgeon, in his treatise on "* The Uncer- 
tainty of the Signs of Death/' pp. 70, 71, had in his 
possession the following certificate, written and signed 
by Mr. Blau, a native of Auvergne, a man of untainted 
veracity: — "I hereto subscribe, and declare, that fifty- 
five years ago, happening to reside at Toulouse for the 
sake of my studies, and going to St Stephen's Church 
to hear a sermon, I saw a corpse brought thither for the 
sake of interment The ceremony, however, was delayed 
till the sermon should be over ; but the supposed dead 
person being laid in a chapel, and attended by all the 
mourners, about the middle of the sermon discovered 
manifest signs of life, for which reason he was quickly 
conveyed back to his own house. From a consideration 
of circumstances, it is sufficiently obvious that, without 
the intervention of the sermon, the man had been 
interred alive." 

Between 1780 and 1800 many pamphlets on the 
subject appeared in Germany and France. Opposite 
sides were taken, some advocating delay until putre- 
faction, others urging immediate burial. 

In 1791, Rev. J. W. C. Wolff, in Germany, published 
numerous narratives of narrow escapes from the grave. 

In 1792, Rev. Johann Moritz Sch wager stated that 
he had preached for twenty years against precipitate 
burials, and that he had been requested to do so by 
a number of corporate bodies who had evidence of the 
danger of hasty interments. 

About 1800 great excitement prevailed in Germany 
on account of some narrow escapes from living burial 
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that happened in high quarters, many books and pam- 

phlets having been issued, and sermons preached by the 

clergy on the subject The key-note of all of these was 

1 the fallaciousness of the appearances of death, and that 

\ none were reliable but decomposition. 

About this period Dr. Herachborg, of Kdnigsberg, 

* Prussia, wrote that for forty years, as a doctor, he had 

always been disf^usted with the practice' of hasty 

burials ; and to show the ignorance of the times, he 

mentions the case of a woman he kept under observation 

! tit bed for three days, when her relations took her out 

1 and placed her on the floor, insisting that she was dead. 

! He resisted her burial, and had her covered with 

blankets ; so that by being kept warm she recovered 

completely. He insisted that no sign of death could 

t be relied upon. 

The Britisk Medical Journal of April I2, 1^2, p. 390, 

i - quotes the Gas. Mid. d' Orient as follows :—" People 

in Constantinople are, in all probability, not unfrequently 

; buried alive, in consequence of the precipitancy with 

I which their burial is performed. If the person dies 

; during the night, he has some chance of escaping prema- 

\ ture sepulture ; but if he dies during the day, he is sure 

' to be in his tomb in two hours after he has drawn his 

last breath. Facts of daily occurrence in this country, 

j we are told, prove that persons who were thought to 

have died during the night have recovered before 

I morning, and thus, thanks to the intervention of night, 

have been saved from being interred alive. Other facts 

4 - of not unfrequent occurrence show that persons have 

recovered while on their road to the grave. In other 

, . rarer cases* again, the cries of the revivified half-buried 
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ones have been heard by the passers-by, and thus saved 
from a horrible conclusion." 

Danger of Jewish Custom. 

In all countries it is the custom amongst the Jews to 
bury their dead, and apparently dead, quickly, without 
taking the slightest steps for restoration, and many are 
the catastrophes recorded. 

In 1788, Marcus Hertz wrote strongly against the 
prevailing precipitate burials among the Jews. He 
asked "What motive could justify hasty burials,** an4. 
continued : — ** The writings of learned men and doctors, 
of both early times and recent date, describe the dangers 
of precipitate burial ; there is not a town in the world 
that has not its stories of revivals in the grave.** 

''The Report of the Royal Humane Society ** of 1802 
states : — ** At the funeral of a Jewess, one of the bearers 
thought he heard repeatedly some motion in the coffin, 
and informed his friends. Medical assistance being 
obtained, she returned to her home in a few hours, 
completely restored.*' 

TYic Jiwish World, September 13, 1895, observes: — 
" Cases of trance and of the burial of persons who only 
seemed to be dead, and of narrow escapes of others 
from the most terrible of all imaginable fates, are not 
so uncommon as most people suppose ; and while Jews 
adhere to the practice of interring their dead within a 
few hours after their supposed demise, there will always 
be a risk of such horrible catastrophes happening, even 
more frequently among us than among the general 
community. Here is, then, really a matter in which 
some reform is needed, and that without a day*s delay. 
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'^To say nothing of the merely human aspect of this 
important question, to bury until decomposition has 
actually set in might possibly be shown to be a violation 
of Jewish Law. It is now commonly admitted that even 
' expert medical men cannot be absolutely certain of 

death until some signs of decomposition have shown 
themselves. Now, so strict is the Jewish Law as regards 
the risk of destroying life, that it is prohibited to even 
move or touch a man or woman who is on the point of 
death, lest we hasten, by a moment, their dissolution. 

Ilt is^ therefore, no less than a violation of the Jewish 
laws against murder to preserve a custom that involves 
even the minutest scintilla of risk of premature burial. 
It is high time that this question was seriously taken up 
by the Jewish clergy and laity." ^ 
i In the province of Quebec no interment is permitted 

within twenty-four hours, and the Jews reconcile them- 
\ X selves to this delay, which, however, is far too brief to 

ensure safety. 

; ' Further Jewish Catastrophes. 

I ' The BriiisA MtdUal Jimmal^ March 8, 1879, p. 356, 

under the heading of ** Suspended Animation," relates 
the following incident : — 

* A Jew, aged seventy, who had been ailing for some 
time, api>arcntly died recently in Lemberg, on a Friday 
night, after severe convulsions. The decease having 

^ \ been I^ally certified, the body was put on a bier, 

* For the aatiqvity of Uie Jewish pnctke of eerly buriAl, lee eppendii. 
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preparatory to the funeral, which had to be deferred^ 
the next day behig the Jewish Sabbath. Two pious 
brethren who had, according to their custom, been 
spending the night in prayer, watching the dead, were 
suddenly, on the morning of the Saturday, disturbed 
from their devotions by strange sounds proceeding from 
the bier, and, to their dismay, saw the dead man slowly 
rising, and preparing to descend from it, using at the 
same time very strong language. Both brethren fled 
very precipitately ; and one of them has since died from 
the effects of the fright It is hoped by the WiewK 
Midkinischi Zeiiung, that this case will make the local 
government watch the Jewish funerals more carefully^ 
as it is known that the Jews often bury their dead very 
quickly/' 

The UfuUrtakgr/ Journal^ January 22, 1887, says: — 

'* The dangers that may arise from premature interment 
are illustrated by a sensational incident which recently 
occurred at Trencsin, in Hungary. The wife of the 
Rabbi of the Jewish Congregation apparently died 
suddenly without having been previously ill. The 
night before the funeral the female watcher, sitting in 
an adjoining room, heard a noise in the chamber of 
death, and when, stricken with horror, she ventured to 
open the door, she found that the seemingly dead woman 
had risen from her bier, and had thrown off the shroud 
by which she was covered. By a fortunate accident the 
interment had been postponed in consequence of the \ 
intervening Sabbath, otherwise a horrible fate would 
have overtaken the Rabbi's wife.*' 
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The Lancet's Trenchant Criticism. 

The Lancet^ August 23, 1884, vol. ii., p. 329, comments 
thus upon the subject of ''Burying Cholera Patients 
Alive";— 

* It is not so much undue haste as inexcusable care- 
lessness that must be blamed for the premature burying 
of persons who are not really dead. Such heedlessness 
as alone can lead to the commission of this crime is 
not a shade less black than manslaughter. We speak 
strongly, because this is a matter in regard to which 
measures ought to be at once taken to render the 
horrible act impossible, and to dismiss all fear from the 
public mind. If it be a fact, as would seem to be 
indisputable, that during the last few weeks there have 
been cases — ^we will not attempt to say how many or 
how few — of burying alive, a scandal and a horror, 
wholly unpardonable in the last quarter of the nineteenth 
century, have to be faced; and the sooner the full truth 
is known and rules of safety established the better. 
Let it be once for all decided that measures shall be 
taken to ascertain the fact of death before burial Why 
not revert to the old practice, and always open a vein 
in the arm after death, or pass a current of electricity 
through the body before the coffin is finally screwed 
down? It may be held that these unpleasant resorts 
are unnecessary. We do not think they are. In any 
case enough is known of the possibilities of * suspended 
animation' to render it unsafe to bury until the evidences 
of an actual extinction of life are unmistakable ; and, as 
it is impossible to wait until decomposition sets in in all 
cases of death from infectious diseases, it would be 
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prudent to adopt what must certainly be the least of 
evils.** 

Whilst sharing most fully with the Lanai its 
justifiable indignation at ^ the scandals which had 
undeniably occurred, we, nevertheless, cannot agree 
with its conclusion as to the impossibility of waiting 
until decomposition sets in in the case of infectious 
diseases. If, as it maintains, it is not possible to wait 
until the only absolute sign of death is manifest, then, in 
a lai^ majority of cases, there is no safety, and those 
who die fatally mutilated by horrible accidents may be 
considered fortunate. The difficulty, we admit, is of a 
serious nature, particularly for the poor, and can only 
be overcome by the erection of mortuaries, as discussed 
in another chapter. The expedient of applying the 
electric current, suggested by the Lanut^ has been 
proved useless in cases of death-trance, where the 
patients are impervious to the most violent modes of 
cutaneous excitation* 

Dangers at Sea. 

It is well known that sailors, as a rule, are very 
superstitious as to dead bodies remaining on board ship* 
and it has been the invariable custom, except under 
very special circumstances, to drop a deceased voyageur 
overboard as speedily as possible. The danger attending 
such a practice is evidenced by the following circum- 
stance, communicated by Dr. K. H. Crom, dentist, 
Munich, in a letter dated 20th June, 1899: — 

*' In 1886 or 1887 a Mrs. Miller was taken suddenly 
ill while on a voyage from France to America. In spite 
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of the efforts of the ship's surgeon, she continued to 
grow worse, and apparently died, and was prepared for 
burial at sea ; but her husband, although overcome with 
grief, noticed that she did not assume the rigidity 
characteristic of death, and accordingly begged the 
captain to defer the burial until rigor mortis was noticed 
or putrefaction set in. The captain kindly consented, 
and a strict watch was kept to detect any sign of 
returning consciousness or of putrefaction. 

" Her husband was, of course, a constant watcher, and 
hardly left her side for two days ; and, remarkable as it 
may seem, it is nevertheless a fact that, after a period of 
about forty-eight hours, signs of returning consciousness 
were observed Restoratives were applied, and in a short 
time she was able to converse, and in a few days she was 
to all appearances as well as ever. During her state of 
apparent death, she was at times perfectly conscious of 
her surroundings, although unable to move or make the 
slightest sign to let those around her know she was still 
alive." 

The Danger is Real. 

It may be said that the dangers which have been 
re f er r ed to in this chapter are not so imminent in 
the United Kingdom as in France, Spain, Portugal, 
or even in the United States, owing to the existence 
of a more temperate climate, and the longer period 
allowed for burial. This may be so and yet the 
danger be considerable. It must be remembered that 
in the rural districts nothing in the shape of examination 
to estaUish the fact of death is practised ; while in 
certain parts of G>mwall, throughout the greater part 
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of agricultural Ireland, amongst the Jews in all cities 
and towns, as well as those who in all places are certified 
as having died of cholera, small-pox, and other infectious 
and epidemic diseases, burial often follows certified death 
quite as quickly as in the Continental States before 
mentioned. In all the public resorts on the Gmtinent 
the hotel-keepers, through an insensate fear of death 
and the injury which the possession of " a corpse," dead 
or alive, may do to their business, have them cofllined 
and disposed of, particularly in the night, within a few 
hours of their supposed death. Dr. D. de Lignitees» in 
*" Pour ne pas dtre Enterr^ Vivant," Paris, 1893, says he 
has known of burials under such circumstances six hours 
after death. This author says that these scandalous 
homicidal acts are of everyday occurrence, and that the 
rapacious landlords have no difficulty in obtaining 
certificates of death from the accommodating mcri 
wrificatiurs. Every one who visits the kdtels d€$ viUes 
d*iaux^ dis stations balniains^ may verify (he says) the 
truth of this statement for himself. In short these are 
willing disciples of the "^ Latest Decalogue " :— 

**Thoa Shalt not kill ; but need'tt not ttrivt 
Ofiiciottsly to keep alive." 
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CHAPTER XL 

FEAR OF PREMATURE BURIAL. 

Demonstrated by WiLLa 

Many of those who are most familiar with the phenomena 
of life and death, including celebrated physicians, men 
ofscience, and clergymen, knowing that all the ordinary 
signs of death (referred to in another chapter) have, in 
practice, sometimes proved delusive, have been a prey 
to the suspicion that a fatal mistake is possible in their 
own case. They have, therefore, left precise instructions 
in their wills for various preventives which experience 
has shown to be necessary, and in some instances a 
combination of these, so as to make doubly sure that 
they shall not be subjected, like thousands of human 
beings, to the unspeakable horrors of being buried 
alive. Such is the morbid dread of premature burial 
that, since Count Kamice-Kamicki's method of pre- 
venting burial alive (which will be described later on) 
has been introduced, many hundreds of persons in 
France have left directions in their wills for his system 
to be adopted at the time of their alleged decease. 
Several daily papers drew attention to two wills 
published on the same day, viz., Aug. 13, 1903, where 
the testators gave special directions to ensure the 
certainty of thdr demise. 

One was the late Mr. John Newton, a well-known 
silk dyer, of Macclesfield, who asked that his executor. 
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on hearing of his death, should call in a doctor other 
than his regular medical attendant, to ascertain and 
satisfy himself, by any scientific or other means, that 
life had left his body, and that he was not in a state 
of ** coma, trance, or suspended animation/* 

The second will was that of Miss Caroline Townsend 
Robarts, of Bromley, Kent, in which the testatrix 
desired that on her death a medical man should cut 
an artery or apply some other means to ascertain that 
death was certain, and to avoid the danger of her being 
buried in a trance. 

Peculiar Requests. 

Mr. Horace Welby, in his volume entitled ^ Mysteries 
of Life, Death, and Futurity," 1861, under the head of 
** Premature Interment,'' p. 1 14, says : — ** How prevalent 
is the fear of being buried alive may be gathered from 
the number of instances in which men have requested 
that, before the last offices are done for them, such 
wounds or mutilations should be inflicted upon their 
bodies as would effectually prevent the possibility of an 
awakening in the tomb. Dr. Dibdin relates that Francis 
Douce, the antiquary, requested, in his will, that Sir 
Anthony Carlisle, the surgeon, should sever his head 
from his body, or take out his heart, to prevent the 
return of vitality; and his co-residuary l^atee, Mr. 
Kerrick, has also requested the same operation to be 
performed in the presence of his son" 

The late Lady Burton, widow of Sir Richard Burton, 
provided that her heart was to be pierced with a ^^ 
needle, and her body to be submitted to a post'^moriem 
examination, and afterwards embalmed (not stuffed) by 
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ooinpetent experts. Lady Burton, it is said, had been 
subject to fits of trance on more than one occasion, 
and was terribly afraid that such an attack might be 
diagnosed as death. 

The Secretary to the Howard Association says that 
Howard, the philanthropist, dreaded premature burial 
both for himself and others, and oitlered that after 
his death one or two of his veins should be opened, 
and his burial delayed for at least five days. 

Apprehensions of Well-known Personages. 

Bishop Berkeley, Daniel O'Connell, and the late 
Lord Lytton entertained similar apprehensions. Wilkie 
Collins had a like fear, for he always left on his 
dressing-table a letter in which he solemnly enjoined 
his people that if he were found dead in the morning, 
he should at once be carefully examined by a doctor. 
Hans Christian Andersen had a similar dread, and 
carried in his pocket a note to the effect that, when 
the time came, his friends were to make sure that he 
was really dead before buriaL Harriet Martineau left 
her doctor ten pounds to see that her head was am- 
putated befoie burial. The dread of being buried 
alive dictated a clause in the will of the distinguished 
actress, the late Miss Ada Cavendish, for the severance 
of the jugular vein ; and prompted the late Mr. Edmund 
Yates to leave similar instructions, with the provision 
that a fee of twenty guineas should be paid for the 
operation, which was carried out Mr. John Rose, of 
New Yoric, who died in November, 1895, made known 
his earnest desire, that his coffin should not be closed. 
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but laid in the family vault at Roseton, and guarded 
day and night by two caretakers, who were instructed 
to watch for signs of re-animation. 

A well-known and eccentric Dublin doctor, Dr. 
Heron, was found dead in his bed at Monkstown in 
October, 1901, and pinned to the bed over his body 
was the following note, written in pencil : — ** Notice.^ 
Do not bury me till I am dead. Don't mind the 
doctors, unless they put a knife through my heart 
You will never foigive yourselves. To all in the 
Division Court when I may be thought dead. No 
mortal can tell if a man is dead until he begins to 
rot, or there is a good hole through his head." Evidence 
at the inquest showed that the poison was taken in 
darkness in mistake for a sleeping draught, and a 
verdict of ** death from misadventure " was returned. 

One of His Majesty's Judges informed the author 
recently, that he was so convinced of the danger of 
premature burial, that when sojourning in a strange 
city he made a practice of arranging with the Surgeon* 
General, or other trustworthy expert, to see that life 
was absolutely extinct before the interment of his 
remains. 

Corroboration by the Lancet. 

The Latuit, March 17, 1886, says : — ^•^ There are many 
apparently trustworthy stories afloat, both in this country 
and on the Continent, which favour the belief that 
premature interment not only does sometimes take 
place, but is really of not so unfrequent occurrence as 
might be supposed. Some few believe it to be not an 
unlikely event, and break out into a cold perspiration 
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at the thought of the possibility of the misfortune 
happening to themselves. Others have actually made 
provision in their wills that means should be taken, by 
cutting off a finger, or making a pectoral incision, etc.^ 
to excite sensibility, in case any should remain after 
their supposed death ; whilst a French countess, in order 
to escape so terrible a fate, left a l^acy to her medical 
attendant as a fee for his severance of the carotid artery 
in her body before it was committed to the tomb." 

Those who are most apprehensive of apparent death 
being mistaken for real death are the clergy and other 
ministers of religion, and funeral directors — in other 
words, those who know the most about it 

Let anyone introduce the subject when in company* 
and startling cases will invariably be narrated by one 
and another sufficient to shake incredulity, and to 
compel us to realise the danger to ourselves, as well 
as to all other members of the community, under our 
present loose customs in regard to the treatment of 
the supposed dead. If this dread of premature burial 
is not universal, as some writers and authorities aver, 
it is certainly widely extended ; and the evidence set 
before our readers will show that it is by no means 
without foundation. 

Public Testimonies. 

The Rev. John Kingston, chaplain R.N., writing to 
the (London) Moming Post, September i8, 1895, says — 
^ The danger of bong buried alive appears to be a ver>' 
real one; and I can testify, from my experience as a 
clefgyman, that a great many persons are haunted by 
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the dread of that unspeakably horrible fate" The 
writer further expresses a hope that the ventilation of 
the subject will be followed by practical results. 

While speaking on the subject of premature burials* 
in a lecture delivered at Everett Hall, Brooklyn, New 
York, June, 1883, Mr. J. D. Beugless, the then Presklent 
of the New York Cremation Society, said that an under- 
taker in that city (Brooklyn) recently made provision in 
his will, and exacted a promise from his wife of great 
caution, that his body should be cremated, being induced 
thereto by the fear of being buried ali\'e. ^ Live burials^* 
he says, ** are far more frequent than most people think.** 
It is reported that another undertaker of Brooklyn some 
time since deposited a body in a receiving vault tempo- 
rarily : when he went some days later to remove it for 
burial, what was his horror, upon opening the niche in 
which the coffin had been placed, to find the body 
crouching at the door, stark in death, the hair dis- 
hevelled, the flesh of the arms lacerated and torn, and 
the face having the most appalling expression of horror 
and despair ever witnessed by mortal eyes I 



Catalepsy, or 



An undertaker, writing to the Pfyuumih M^mimg^ 
News^ October 2, 1895, mentions that he reluctantly 
buried a young person, who lay in the coffin ibr seven 
clear days without sign of decomposition, and only 
consented to close the coffin then, on the assurance that 
the same conditions attended all the.deaths which had 
previously occurred in the family. Dr. Hartmann and 
other authorities have found that such cases are probably 
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CHAPTER XIL 

SUDDEN DEATH. 

Popular Fallacy. 

The idea commonly entertained is that with animal 
bodies there are only two possible conditions— either 
life or death ; that the presence of one of these con- 
ditions implies the absence of the other; that when 
the body has assumed the appearance of death, as 
during the sudden suspension of all the functional 
activities, it must be dead. This last is far from 
being true; for all the appearances of death are 
fallacious, especially those that accompany so-called 
sudden death. All such cases should be challenged 
as of doubtful character, and held so till recovery or 
putrefaction of the tissues proves the presence of life 
or of death. This subject is too often treated by 
medical writers with indifference. Technically, it is 
regarded as a failure of the brain, or lungs, or hearty 
to perform their functions; popularly, we say that 
~the thiead of life is snapped asunder," or it is 
^the going out of life,** like the sudden extinguishing 
of a candle. Experience, however, teaches that life 
leaves the body in a gradual manner, and that death 
approaches, and takes the place of life, in one part 
or oigan after another, thus creeping through the 
tissues and sometimes defying all tests to prove its 
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presence, leaving putrefaction to be its only sign. 
There can be no such thing as veritable sudden death, 
unless the body is crushed into a shapeless mass, like 
an insect under foot 

Authoritative Opinion. 

The late Dr. Farr, of the Registrar-General's Depart- 
ment, London, says : ** No definition of the sense in 
which sudden death is practically understood by 
coroners has been given/* Dr. Granville says: ••The 
writers on medical jurisprudence do not state with 
any strictness what they mean by sudden death,, 
whether it be death in ten minutes, ten hours, or ten 
days.**^ And he asks in the same vein, ••Does sudden 
death mean death in three minutes, three hours, or 
three days?"* Still further he remarks regarding 
the customary definitions, ••They lead one to infer 
that a certain mysterious principle, called LIFE, has 
been instantaneously withdrawn from a healthy and 
well-constituted individual, who was at the very 
moment, as heretofore, exercising his proper animal 
functions with a regularity that promised to endure 
for a long continuance of years. ... No such 
phenomena occur in Nature, unless through violence 
or from accident Under Nature's laws there is no 
such thing as sudden death. ... In every case 
where death has abruptly cut short the thread of life» 
there has been a preparation, more or less antecedent 
to the occurrence, which must inevitably have led to 
it. . . • The victim may seem to liave been 

> Dr. A. B. GimnTillc, •« Sodden Dnlh." p. 378. 'Ibid., |k 278. 
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Struck down, as if by lightning. But in reality the 
event was only the natural termination of an inward 
state of things which insidiously and unexpectedly 
was preparing the blow."* 

Dr. Tidy, in "Legal Medicine," p. 29, says: — ^"As 
a rule, the action required to bring about complete 
molecular death — 1>., the suspension of vital activity 
in every part — is progressive. In a given case, there- 
fore, we are unable to state any definite time as the 
period of its occurrence. The popular idea of death 
is that the entire body dies at once. Somatic death 
is an impossibility/' 

The Possibility ok Error. 

Thus, it is clear that the process of death, or the 

departure of life, may require days or weeks for its 

completion; and it may even be delayed to a time 

vwhen putrefaction has set in quite generally, as when 

' the hair and nails grow after the body has been buried 

some weeks, as has been credibly reported. Writers 

I upon so-called sudden death recite a number of diseases 

j and conditions which quickly destroy the machinery 

that carries on the vital functions, thus rendering resus- 
ciution quite impossible. Tidy* names some twelve of 

i such causes : prominent among them are diseases of the 

heart, rupture of the heart, clots in the blood vessels, 

! aneurisms^ eflusions of blood in the brain, bursting of 

visceral abscesses, ulcers of the stomach, extra-uterine 

; pregnancy, rupture of the uterus or bladder, large 

\ • Dr. A. a GnuiviUe, ** Sudden Death,** p. a79. 

I 'Tidr, ••LcGia Medidae," put L, pp. a79-a8a 
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draughts of cold water taken when the body is heated, 
cholera^ alcoholic poisoning, mental emotions, etc ' But 
he remarks upon these causes: ''Because a person dies 
suddenly, there being no evidence of violence or poison, 
the action adopted by many coroners in not requiring a 
post-mortem examination leaves the most important wit- 
ness — ^the dead body itself— -unheard, and the inquest so 
far valueless." Which may mean that, without the risk 
of an autopsy, it is impossible in such cases to determine 
whether they are beyond resuscitation or not, unless 
putrefaction settles the question. Unfortunately there 
is nothing in the external appearance of those cases of 
so-called sudden death in which the vital machinery 
may be totally wrecked, to distinguish them from those 
of apparent death, in which all the organism is in a 
state of perfect integrity, and in which resuscitation is 
possible, provided the vital principle has not entirely 
left the body. Consequently, the only safe rule to 
observe in all cases in which death has not followed < 
poisoning, or injuries which kill outright, or some known 
disease .of sufficient duration and severity to bring on 
dissolution, is to wait for unmistakable evidences of 
decomposition before autopsy, embalming, cremation, 
or burial is allowed. 

In former times precipitate interments of persons who- 
died suddenly were specially guarded against 

Much Taken for Granted. 

Nothing is more common, on opening a newspaper, 
than to see one or more announcements of sudden 
death. These occurrences are so frequent that the 
great London dailies, except when an inquest is held,. 
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or wlien the deceased is a person of note, omit to record 
them. The narratives are much alike: the person, 
described to be in his usual health, is seized with faint- 
ness in the midst of his daily avocation, and he falls 
down apparently dead ; or he retires for the night, and 
is found dead in his bed. In many instances post- 
iuortefns are made and an inquest held ; but in other 
cases the opinion of the attendant doctor* that the 
death is due to heart-disease, syncope, asphyxia, coma, 
apoplexy, or ** natural causes," is deemed sufficient 
llie friends who are called in to look at the body will 
remark, "* how natural and how life-like,*' ** how flexible 
the limbs,** ""how p«acid the face"; and, without the 
faintest attempt at r - .imitation, arrangements are made 
for an early bnml 

Dr. Wilder's Views. 

Dr. Alexander Wilder, Professor of Physiology and 
Ps3rchology, in a letter to the author, says: ** There 
Are a variety of causes for sudden death. The use of 
tobacco is one. Another is overtaxed nervous system. 
Men of business keep on the strain till they drop from 
sheer exhaustioa At the base of the brain is a little 
nerve -ganglion, the medulla oblongata, which, once 
impaired, sends death everywhere. Overtaxing the 
strength by study and mental stress will do this. The 
solar ganglion below the diaphragm is the real vital 
focus of the body. It is first to begin, last to die. A 
bknr on it often kills. An emotion will paralyse it* 
Even undue excess at a meal, or the use of overmuch 
mloobol, may produce the eflfect 
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** Tobacco impairs the action of the heart An over- 
full stomach may paralyse the ganglionic centre, and 
breathing is liable to stop. It is dangerous in such 
cases to lie on the back. All these deaths are by 
heart-failure.*' It is syncope where the heart fails first ; 
asphyxia where the lungs are first to cease ; coma when 
the brain is first at fault *" Natural causes" and "^heart- 
failure" usually mean, like ''congestion,'' that the 
doctor's ideas are vague. 

Dr. Wilder continues : — ** I would choose such a death 
if I could be sure it was death. BsU nwst oftltou things 
which I have tnumtratid may cause a death which is only 
apparenC 

Illustrations of Sudden Death. 

The following briefly extracted cases from English 

papers are typical of thousands of others, and can be 

duplicated, with slight variation in terms, throughout 

the United States. The absolute proof of the reality 

of such deaths is not found in hasty diagnosis or in 

medical certificates, but in the presence of putre* 

faction : — 

Sudden Dbath— ''Hbart Failurk." 

*'0n Wednesday evening last, Mr. A. N. Laughton, High Bailifli; 
held an inquest on the body of John Cringle, of Glenmaye. 
Deceased was employed as second hand on board the lugger 
** Choice,** awaiting fair weather before proceeding to Kinsale. 
On Tuesday night the deceased went on board the boat about 
eleven o^clock, seemingly in good health and the best of spirits, 
and instead of going to bed he remained lying on the locker. 
Nothing was heard during the night to cause alarm, but the 
cook, on going to rouse him early in the morning, found him 
dead. Dr. Cell was sent for, but found he had been dead for 
some lime. 
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the subjects of catalepsy, a malady which sometimes runs 
in families and aflects every member. The undertaker 
adds that» in future, he should decline to close the coffin 
of the apparently dead until signs of decomposition 
set in, ''thus preventing the possibility of our worst 
fears being realised." If undertakers generally would 
adopt these wise and necessary precautions, living 
sepulture would come to an end. Under the existing im- 
perfect system of medical examination — and, as we have 
shown, both in England and in the United States, where 
there is usually no examination at all — ^there is often 
a reckless haste in interments. No thoughtful persons 
can contemplate the burial of a million and a half 
human beings annually in these two countries without 
mistrust and misgivings. 

As recently as the 13th January, 1904, the Paris 
correspondent of the London Echo reports a case from 
Valence, where a young woman at the village of Portes 
fell into a cataleptic state so deep that it was thought 
she was dead. 

The usual funeral arrangements were made, and the 
friends and relatk>ns were taking a last look at the 
supposed corpse when it sat up. 

The girl appeared terror-stricken at her surroundings, 
and leapt from the window to the pavement, three 
stofeys bdow, and was killed on the spot 

Safeguards Imperative. 

As already pointed out, many well-to-do people in 
dvQised countries provide in their wills for the pre- 
vention of premature interment, by leaving instructions 
for surgical operations after their decease, /ar/-iw^/^/Mx, 
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embalmment, or cremation. It may happen, however, 
that wills are mislaid, lost, or withheld by the tesUtors, 
or are not opened and read until after the funeral, when 
the instructions in this regard, however strictly enjoined, 
are rendered nugatory. Bequests should be given 
conditionally on the observance of certain duties, and 
only payable on proofs to the executors that they have 
been carried out A large majority of people do not, 
however, leave testamentary instructions, for the simple 
reason that they have nothing to bequeath. And the 
majority have an equal claim with the minority to be 
safeguarded by the State against such terrible mis- 
fortunes. Syncope, sometimes mistaken for death, is a 
condition to which both men and women, who are 
compelled by their poverty in all large cities to endure 
exhausting labours in ill-ventilated work-rooms, and 
their often ill-nourished children in board schools in 
England and in the public schools in America, are 
peculiarly liable. 

In view of the ghastly consequences which may 
result from a mistake that cannot be rectified when 
the grave is closed, and in view of the justifiable fear 
which is spreading among intelligent persons as to 
burial alive, the most stringent State regulations 
should assuredly be enforced, so that rich and poor 
alike may be effectually safeguarded against this most 
awful of human catastrophes. 
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^At the inquest, which was held on Wednesday evening, Dr. 
Gdl gave evidence, suting that death had been caused by 
faUnre of the heart The jury returned in accordance with 
medical testimony. It seems a great pity that there is not a 
proper mortuary in town, but that the body should be placed 
anywhere. We think it high time something should be done 
to procure OKktJ*^Manx Smm^ April 4, 1903. 

Sudden Drath While Preparing for a Walk. 

^A painfully sudden death occurred at Foleshill on Sunday 
evening. Mrs. Pearman was preparing to go for a walk. She 
went upstairs, leaving some friends below. As she appeared to 
be absent rather a long time, and as her movements could not 
be heard, someone in the house called to her. No answer was 
received, and, on a visit being paid to the bedroom, she was 
Ibuiid lying on the floor dead. The doctor was called, but he 
could only pronounce life extinct Deceased, who was about 61 
years of age, is stated to have been as well as usual lately, and 
had not been medically attended for five years."— ^f/iV/Auft/ Daily 
Tdegna^ April 6^ 1903. 

Sudden Death of a Schoolboy. 

**On Thursday morning, a boy named Howard Leslie Pearson, 
aged thirteen years and seven months, the son of Mr. Walter 
Ernest Pearson, clerk, residing at 29 York Road, Grays, died 
suddenly at his father's residence. It appears that in the morning 
deceased went to school apparently in his usual health, but about 
half-past eleven he became unwell, and was sent home by the 
As hb condition became worse, medical aid was sum- 
by the parents, but the poor lad expired before the doctor 
afrived.*— £!rjirjr 7Ym^, April 15, 1903. 

Sudden Death— •* Quite Well." 

**On arriving home at Disley, John Hill discovered his wife 
Mary dead in an outhouse. Deceased, who was 50 years of age, 
was quite well when her husband left home in the morning. She 
ate a good breakfiuit with her husband on Monday morning, and 
then prepared herself to go shopping. Her husband left, and 
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on returning home, on going to the outbuildings, he found his 
wife quite deid. Death is supposed to have uken place from 
heart disease or apoplexy."— //4MirA«f/rr Weekly C4iv#ftr/r, April 
ia^i903. 

Sudden Drath When Out por a Walk. 

"About half-past four o'clock on Saturday afternoon, Sutdiffie 
Haigh, mill-hand, of Na 3 Bank End, Nettleton Hill, Longwood, 
and his wife (Ann HaighX went to a tea party. After tea they 
went for a walk, and about seven o'clock Mrs. Ann Haigh 
suddenly fell to the ground. Her husband raised her head on 
his knee. She breathed heavily, and died in a few minutes. The 
deceased had been in good health."— /^niiUSrrt^iV Exmmimer^ 
April 37, 1903. 

Sudden Death— ** Natural Causes." 

"A Guiseley reservist named George Gedgeington, employed by 
the Midland Railway Company, was found dead in bed yester- 
day morning. The previous evening he had retired to rest in 
apparently the best of health. Medical opinion was that death 
was due to natural causes. He was 39 years of age."— Z«m^x 
Mercury^ April 37, 1903. 

Sudden Death or a Child. 

"A girl named Agnes Dennis, residing with her parents in 
Coatbridge, was discovered dead in bed last night The girl was 
in the best of health, and during the night had not complained. 
Dr. Cordiner saw the body, and attributed death to natural causes." 
— Glasj^ow Evenimg Times^ May 5, 1903. 

Sudden Death—*' In Good Health." 

''A painfully sudden death occurred to Mr. Thomas G. Ginns, 
the steward of the Working Men's Club^ early on Wednesday 
lAoming. Ginns, who was at play at cricket on Tuesday after- 
noon, was in excellent spirits, and appeared all right, and attended 
to his duties up to closing time as usual He went to bed 
apparently in as good health as viMuatlJ'^MriAmm^iM Dtufy 
RiparUr^ June 3, 1903. 
14 
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Sudden Death— "Syncope." 

"The death of Mr. William Manay Maxton, chemist, Abbey 
Corner, Kelso^ occurred very suddenly on Saturday last De- 
ceased, who was a man of middle age, was in his usual health and 
at business on the previous day, and next morning he was found 
dead in bed. A short time ago he sustained a slight injury to one 
of hb arms, but it is not thought that this contributed in any way 
to his death, which was, we understand, attributed to syncope." — 
Ktii^ Mml^ July 3, 1903. 

Sudden Death— "Natural Causes." 
."The sudden death of Mrs. Ruth Shepherd, formerly of Deer* 
play, occurred on Monday evening. Deceased appeared in good 
health about nine o^clock the same evening, and was standing in 
the fimnyard when she was taken suddenly ill, and nearly fell to 
the gnmnd. She was carried into the house, and the doctor sent 
lor, but she died at la^o^ in the presence of two neighbours who 
had been called in. When Dr. Helm arrived, he pronounced life 
extinct, and attributed the cause of death to a stroke On Wednes- 
day noon an inquest was held at Deerplay Inn, before Mr. J. 
Robinson, Mr. Atkinson being foreman of the jury. A verdict 
of death from natural causes was returned."— i?tfMmi^Wlr Fret 
/»/KM^July4.i903. 

Sudden Death— "Natural Causes." 

"A yoong woman named Florence Matilda Evans, aged 
eighteen, who lives with her parenu in 4 Constellation Street, 
Cardiff; died under remarkable circumstances on Friday night 
She went to bed about a quarter past ten, apparently in good 
health. She did not complain of feeling unwell, and had not 
been attended by a doctor. Yet, three-quarters of an hour latei, 
ber mother went into the bedroom and found her dead. It 
was a great shock to Mrs. Evans, who had no suspicion th^ 
ber dauffater was ailing. Dt. Blight, of Newport Road, was 
imm ed iatel y called in, and examined the body. The probability 
is thai death was due to natural cnuses.*— 5^/4 Wnia DtUfy 
;ita«^Angnsii,i9o> 
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SuDD£N Death Whilst at Work. 

**The death is recorded of Henry Ridley, a twister, about 37 
yean of ai^e, who lived at 4 Marpeth Street He was a single 
man/ and for the last seven years had been healthy and wor k ed 
regularly. Yesterday afternoon, whilst at work at a mill in 
Trafalgar Street, he was seen to fall from his stool, and, when 
picked up, life was found to be extinct" — BUukhtm Stmr^ Sep* 
tember4, 1903. 

Sin>DEN Death— ••Syncope or Apoplexy* 

•• Mr. Hill attended at Hebden Bridge for the purpose of inquir* 
ing into the circumstances attending the death of Mrs. Amos 
Crossley. 

••Amos Crossley, carter, Mitchell Street, Fairfield, said deceased 
was his wife, and was 36 years of age She had enjoyed very good 
health. She never had atucks of fainting. Her breathing had 
not been at all troublesome He last saw her alive about seven 
o^clock on Thursday morning, when they had breakfast together. 
She seemed very well then. 

••Robert Newbury West, iocum temm to Dr. Cairns, said that 
he was called to see deceased about half-past twelve, and he 
found her laid on the floor when he arrived. She was quite dead. 
There was congestion round the neck, and the lips were livid* 
That pointed to hemorrhage on the brain, or apoplexy, 

••The Coroner— She was rather young for that ? 

•• Witness— She was young, ceruinly, but there might be diseased 
arteries. The circumstances pointed to syncope or apoplexy, but 
from the appearance of the deceased the latter was the more 
probable. He did not notice whether she had anything in her 
mouth or not 

••The jury returned a verdict that deceased died from natural 
causes, probably apoplexy."— 7WMtfn/rii A^rwr, ' September 18, 
1903. 

Sudden Death— ••No Inquest Necessary." 

'•Mr. John Jones, a contractor employed at Messrs. Bowers*^ 
works, Ruabon, died suddenly on Wednesday. On the previous 
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day he had been in excellent health. Death being: attributed to 
fiiilore of the heart's action, no inquest was deemed necessary."— 
Liverpool Dmfy Post^ September 25, 1903. 

SUDDKN Dkath— ''Robust Health." 
"On the 19th March, 1903, Johnnie Williams, of Taiteg, aged 
ten, went to school as usual, apparently enjoying robust health. 
Soon he complained of being unwell, and began to vomit The 
schoolmaster sent him home, and he was put to bed, and soon 
died from fiiilure of the heartb Dr. Lloyd was summoned, but he 
arrived after life became extinct."— Mxr/A Wales Times^ Denbigh^ 
November 28, 1903. 

r 

Sudden Death— A Curious Coincidence. 
''A death, exceedingly painful in its suddenness, occurred at 
Astley Bridge on Saturday. The deceased was a young woman 
named Leah Elizabeth Stables, 21 years of age, a weaver, of Eden 
Street She arrived home from work at noon that day, and com- 
plained of a bad headache. She took two pills that she had been 
accustomed to having, and then said she would have a rest, and 
pro c eeded upstairs. At 2.30 her married sister went to her room, 
when she complained of feeling rather cold, and asked that some 
more clothes should be placed upon her. Her sister did as 
requested, and then left her. About four o'clock the latter went 
upstairs again to awaken her to go to a party, and was shocked to 
find her lying dead on the bed in the same position that she had 
left her. Two doctors were called in, but could, of course, 
render no assistance. Deceased had evidently passed away in her 
sleepi She had previously had good health, except that she had 
headaches. It is a curious coincidence that deceased's brother 
aged seventeen, previously died in the same way, about nine years, 
ago^ a veidict of heart disease being returned at the inquest. 
An inquest was held by Mr. John Feamleyi Deputy Borough 
Coroner, on Monday afternoon, at the Lamb Inn, Astley Bridge, 
in reference to this death. There was no sign of her having had a 
fit— ehc looked as if only asleep. She had never complained of 
any heart ailment^ but she had had headaches previously, for 
wUch the had taken pills similar to those she used on Saturday. 
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Deceased had always been healthy, except having an ulcerated le^r 
some time aga A juror said he saw deceased on Fridayi and 
she then looked in the 'pink of condition.' The Coroner was of 
opinion that death arose from sudden failure of the heart's action ; 
but if the jury desired further evidence there might be a >«r/- 
tHorUm examination. The jury, however, considered this unneces- 
sary, and returned a verdict of ' Natural causes— probably heart 
failure.* It transpired at the inquiry that a sister of the deceased 
had also died suddenly, as well as the brother.**— /M/^ii Ckrmdcle^ 
December 3, 1903. 

Sudden Death in Sleep— *' Natural Causes." 

**The sudden death of James Studd, a horseman in the employ 
of the Ipswich Corporation, who lived at 29 Fiuroy Street, was 
the subject of investigation by the Borough Coroner, on Monday 
evening, at the Crown Street Church Schoolroom. The deceased 
man was following his ordinary occupation on Saturday up till 
half-past one o'clock, when he left oflffor the day. From that time 
he did not leave his house, but was quite well. He went to bed 
about a quarter past nine. When his wife followed, a little 
later, he seemed to be asleep. The same was the case when Mrs. 
Studd got up in the morning at eight o'clock, and, thinking her 
husband was in a good sleep, she did not speak to him. When, 
however, she called him to breakfast, and could get no answer, her 
suspicions were aroused. On going upstairs, she looked at him 
and touched him, but he did not move. She therefore called in 
William Flory, who lives close by, and is also employed by the 
Corporation, who confirmed her worst fears, namely, that her 
husband had died in his sleep. Mr. Frank Adams, surgeon, 
attributed death to natural causes, probably heart failure. The 
Coroner having said that after the medical testimony . there was 
no need for further evidence, the jury returned a verdict of * Death 
from natural causes.'"— £'4»/ Anf^lian Tima^ December 22, 1903. 

Sudden De.\th— "Epilepsy— Natural Causes." . 

"This evening an inquest was held by Mr. Reece, CardilT 
District Coroner, on the body of Catherine Pybum, eighteen years 
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of agc^ of 46 Helen Street. Deceased, who had been a healthy 
young woman, was suddenly taken ill on the morning of Christmas 
Day. Dr. Corrigan was called in, and found her in an unconscious 
ooodition, and she died shortly afterwards in an epileptic fit A 
verdict of 'Death finom natural causes' was returned." — SouiA 
WmUs DaUy E€i^ December 28, 1903. 

SUDDKN DratM'*' Inquest Not Necessary.'' 

"Yesterday morning a bkurksmith named Edward Whelan, aged 
b et we en 40 and $0 years, expired very suddenly at his forge in 
Glassloogh Street, Monaghan. The deceased had been working 
all morning, and at about nine o'clock took a vomiting fit Dr. 
James Henry was soon on the scene, but Whelan, who seemed a 
healthy and robust man, did not rally, and died in a few minutes. 
An inquest was not considered necessary." — Btlfast NnosUiter^ 
December 29^ 1903* 

Sudden Death— "* Some Natural Cause." 

"A little girl named Christinia Brown, of Newcombe Street, 
Newcastle, died suddenly on Wednesday night She was only 
nine years of age, and was looked upon as a healthy child. But 
whilst playing in the back lane, near her parents' house, she 
suddenly fell to the ground, and on being picked up was found to 
be dead. At an inquest on the body last night it was stated that 
■othiag had ever ailed the girL The jury returned a verdict to the 
cffiect that deceased had died from some natural cause, probably 
heart disease."— AVsMOu/Zr Dailf Ckronieli^ January 23, 1904. 

Sudden Death— ** After Fainting." 

** Yesterday afternoon, a storeman named Joseph Boyd, aged 35 
yeaiSi of Howe Street, Bootle, who was in the employ of Eller- 
man's Limited, shipowners, died suddenly on a tramcar in Derby 
Road. It appears that when he boarded the carat Bankhall he 
was in good health. Shortly afterwards he fainted, and was 
co n veye d to the Bootle Hospital, and on being examined by 
Dr. Laird life was found to be extincL"— Zit«y]^ Daify Past^ 
Fdiniary ay, 1904. 
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Sudden Death —''Best of Health." 

** Eariy yesterday morning, Mr. J. Aird was found dead in bed at 
the Royal George Hotel, Crewkeme. He had given instnacticms 
for his hot water, which was put outside his bedroom. On the 
'boou' going up to the room, about an hour afterwards, he 
found Mr. Aird dead. Deceased travelled for a firm of wholesale 
druggists. He appeared to be in the best of health on retiring 
to rest on Tuesday night"— />tftwii Datfy Gautte^ April 7» 1904- 

The foregoing are given simply as typical examples 
of a class of cases of which thousands might be cited, 
but it has not been thought necessary to weary the 
reader with the details of further instances. 

While it is not suggested that the foregoing are cases 
of premature burial, yet it is absolutely certain that they 
belong to the category of persons of whom a consider* 
able percentage are liable to such misadventures, unless 
precautions very diflferent from those in vogue are taken 
to prevent them. All medical practitioners allow that 
a man may be half drowned or half dead, and that 
cases of suspended animation occur where the most 
experienced physician is unable to detect the faintest 
indication of breathing or cardiac movement They are, 
however^ quite sceptical as to absolute suspensions of 
life where all the ordinary methods to test its existence 
fail ; and, owing to this scepticism, and the readiness to 
give certificates of death in cases of alleged sudden 
death, have unwittingly promoted premature burials, as 
will appear by the facts quoted in these pages. 

Condemnation of Hasty Burial. 

Mr. M. Cooper, in the "Uncertainty of the Signs ^ 
of Death," p. 49, cites from a letter by one William 
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Fabric a surgeon, the opinion that we . . . ''have 
just reason to condemn the too precipitate interment 
of persons overpowered by lethargies, apoplexies, or 
suflfocation of the matrix ; for I know there have been 
some, supposed to be irretrievably cut oflf by these 
disorders, who, resuming strength and returning to life, 
have raised the boards of their own coffins, because in 
such disorders the soul only retires, as it were, to her 
most secret and concealed residence, in order to make 
the body afterwards sensible that she had not entirely 
forsaken it** These wise counsels were written two 
hundred and sixty-eight years ago, since which time 
thousands of our fellow-creatures have, it is feared, been 
the victims of premature interment, and yet the danger 
then pointed out remains. The Undertaker^ and 
Funeral Director^ Journal^ the conductors of which 
are laudably anxious to keep their profession from the 
odium of burying people alive, referring to sudden 
deaths and this danger, says, in its issue of January 
24, 1894, under the head of '* A Burning Question *" : — 
"Suflfeters from such chronic ailments as are reputed 
to end suddenly are in constant danger from the pre- 
sent state of the law, if they are in the hands of people 
interested in their death.** And continues: "Even 
where a medical certificate is obtained, such general 
laxity has entered into proceedings that but little pro- 
tection is thereby aflforded to the public While the 
medical man is bound to state what he believes to be 
the cause of death, he is under no obligation to make 
sure either that the patient is dead at all, or that, if 
dead, he died from a particular disease for which he 
\ attending hinu** . 
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Frenxh Report and English Criticism. 

Dr. Alfred Swayne Taylor, in his standard work on 
^ Medical Jurisprudence," writing of a petition which 
on one occasion was presented to the French Chamber 
of Deputies, wherein the petitioner declared he had 
known six interments of living persons to have taken 
place within a period of eight months, adds that Carrd 
notified no less than forty-six cases of premature burial. 
^ Among these, twenty-one persons returned to life at 
the time they were about to be deposited in the earthy 
nine recovered owing to the affectionate attentions of 
their relations, four from the accidental falling of the 
coffins, two from a feeling of suffocation in their coffins, 
three from the puncture of pins in fastening the shrouds, 
and seven from unusual delay in the funerals; and, it is 
added, the decease of all these individuals was officially 
attested." 

The author, in commenting on the above, says: — 
^* Statements of this kind can only be received with 
incredulity, since no particulars by which their accuracy 
can be tested are given, . . . but if the account given 
by Carr^ be true, . . . it is doubtful whether greater 
negligence could have been shown than that which is 
here alleged to have occurred on the part of the French 
officials in modern times." 

There is no sufficient ground, as far as one can see, 
for treating the statement of Carr^ with ** incredulity.** 
Had the French authorities troubled themselves to 
investigate these deliberate circumstantially-stated par- 
ticulars furnished by a writer of repute, they could have 
done so ; but evidently this dense atmosphere of ** in- 
credulity," which is the very curse of official life and of 
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medical orthodoxy, blinded French officialdom to the 
terrible possibilities which their own system of burial 
entailed. One would have thought that their own 
Ffench proverb, // tCy a poitU di fumU sans feuy 
would have warned them of the necessity of careful 
investigation into such striking particulars. 

But, as to the " n^ligence of French officials," which» 
if true, was manifested by these statements, the English 
author of " Medical Jurisprudence " may be reminded of 
his own admission that not even an ** official" is held 
lesponsible for attestation of death in this country, and 
that probably nine-tenths of the medical certificates of 
death in Great Britain are given without the certifier 
ever personally satisfying himself by a visit of the reality 
of the allied death. In the face of such a fact, the 
aflecution of ** incredulity," and the sneer at ''the idle 
tales of ignorant and superstitious persons," are con- 
siderably discounted. 

Legally " Dead " but Still Living. 

The Medical Times atid Gasette^ 1859, vol. xviii., 
PL 256, has the following: — 

**We find in an account uken from the 'Boston Medical and 
Sofpcal Journal' tome observations on the heart of a banged 
criminal, which arie remarkable in a moral point of view, as well as 
in their scientific aspect The man died, it appears, as the phrase 
is, without a struggle : and, therefore, probably in the first instance 
ha fell into a syncope. The lungs and brain were found normaL 
Seven minutes after suspension, the heart's sounds were distinctly 
bcardv its pulsations being one hundred a minute; two minutes 
later they were ninety-eight; and in three minute* sixty, and very 
fieefale la two minutes more the sounds became inaudible The 
at ten o^ck^ck, and his body was cut down 
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twenty-five minutes afterwards. There was then neither sound 
nor impulse. At ia40 the cord was relaxed, and then the face 
became gradually pale ; the spinal cord was uninjured. ... At 
11.30 a regular movement of pulsation was observed in the right 
subclavian vein ; and, on applying the ear to the chest, there was. 
heard a regular, distinct, and single beat, accompanied with a 
slight impulse. Hereupon Drs. Clark, Ellis, and Shaw open the 
thorax, and expose the heart, which still continues to beat ! Tbe- 
right auricle contracted and dilated with energy and regolarity. 
At twelve o^dock the pulsations were forty in a minute ; at 1.4$ 
five per minute. They ceased at 3.45 ; but irritability did not 
entirely disappear until 3.18, more than five hours after suspension. 
'This Isct,' says M. S^uard, 'demonstrates that in a man, un- 
fortunately, even when syncope exists for some minutes at the 
commencement of strangulation, the ventricles of the heart cease to 
beat almost as quickly as they do in strangulation without syncope.' 
With regard to the moral aspecu of this case, the same gentleman 
remarks: — 'People will probably be surprised that the body of 
this man should have been opened while the beating of the heart 
was still audible We will not ask here if the doctors OMnmttted 
or not a bUmable action ; we will only say that we know then 
personally, and that if they have in part merited the violent re* 
proaches addressed to them, they are, nevertheless, k§mma de 
ctvar^ who, in an exceu of scientific seal, did not notice that the 
body upon which they experimented was not, perhaps^ at the time 
a dead body.'" 

The above is a ghastly instance of how syncope — 
that is, the temporary failure of the heart's actions- 
simulating death, may lead to the most revolting 
consequences. Let us examine this further. 

SVKCOl-K. 

The deaths attributed to syncope in the Registrar* ^ 
General's reporu for England and Wales from 1888 ta 
1893 are:— 
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YBAft. 


MALES. 


riMAU 


1888 


817 


896 


1889 


939 


922 


1890 


'.237 


1,250 


1891 


i,3$$ 


1,301 


1892 


941 


943 


1893 


848 


770 



From 1894 to 1900 we record the total deaths from 
'^Syncope'* and the total ''Sudden Deaths'* where the 
<jiu8es have been unascertained : — 

SUODRN 
YEAR. SYNCOPE. DEATHS. 

1894. ^564 285 

189s I.83I 301 

1896 1,609 317 

1897 1,613 204 

1898 1,471 199 

1899 I>224 212 

1900 883 244 

S}7icope, however, is not a disease, though often certified 
as such, but is merely a symptom of certain maladies, or 
a manifestation of suspended animation from unascer- 
tained cause. In Hoblyn's ''Dictionary of Medical 
Termsy" p. 632, syncope is described as — ** Fainting or 
swoon; a sudden suspension of the heart's action, 
accompanied by cessation of the functions of the 
oii^ns of respiration, internal and external sensation, 
and voluntary motion." There appears, therefore, every 
piobability that, with careless or ignorant medical prac- 
titioners, s3mcope is not seldom mistaken for trance, and 
a certificate of death may be given where there is merely 
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a suspension and not a termination of lire ; and this 
probability is reduced to a certainty when we learn the 
number of premature burials and narrow escapes re- 
ported by Winslow^ Bruhier, K&ppen, E. Bouchut, 
Lenormand, F. Kempner, Moore Russell Fletcher^ 
Gannal, Gaubert, Hartmann, and other recognised* 
authorities. Dr. James Curry, Senior Physician to 
Guy*s Hospital, and Lecturer on the Theory and 
Practice of Medicine, in the introduction to his ** Ob- 
servations on Apparent Death," London, 1815, 2 ed.^ 
p. I, says: ''The time is still within the recollection 
of many now living when it was almost universally 
believed that lift quitted the body in a very few 
minutes after the person had ceased to breathe. Re* 
markable examples to the contrary were, indeed, upoiv 
record ; but these, besides being extremely rare, were 
generally cases wherein the suspension^ as well as the 
recovery of ii/i^Yi^A occurred spontaneously; they were» 
therefore, beheld with astonishment, as particular in- 
stances of Divine Interposition.** 

Mistakes Buried Underground. 

It is believed that the majority of tlie members of the 
medical profession still entertain the idea that a human 
being is dead when breathing can no longer be detected,, 
as in the cases of reported sudden deaths ; and, except 
in those which occur from drowning, or suffocation 
through noxious gases, attempts are very rarely made 
to promote restoration, and, unless they return to life 
spontaneously while above ground, there are good 
reasons to fear that an appreciable number do so under 
ground. The prevailing belief in the existence of 
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sudden deaths is one of the chief causes of the terrible 
mistakes that lead to h've burials. If this delusive idea 
were removed, those concerned, such as physicians, 
undertakers, relatives, and friends, ivould treat a person 
who unexpectedly took on the appearance of death as 
one needing careful attention by physician and nurse 
to bring him round to health again, as is usually done 
in cases of fainting. If trance were understood, doctors 
would be on the lookout for it ; but, as it is not under- 
stood, it is called death, and we bury our mistakes 
underground. 

Dr. Hilton Fagge, while doubting whether there is 
any foundation for the strong fear which many persons 
entertain of being buried alive after supposed death, 
allows that there is danger in cases of sudden death. 
In his ** Principles and Practice of Medicine," Dr. Fagge 
says: "The cases really requiring caution are some 
very few instances of persons found in the streets, or 
losing consciousness unexpectedly and in unusual cir- 
cumstances."^ 

Dr. Ldonce L^normand, in "Des Inhumations Pr^- 
cipit^es," p. 86, says that medical archives record details 
of a great number of apoplectic cases revived after one, 
two, and three days' apparent death ; and observes that 
the most celebrated physicians, both ancient and modem, 
agree in recommending delay in the burial of persons 
who succumb to this affliction. 

^ In the 3nl cd., by Dr. Pye Smith, the feUowing oocun at p. 817 of 
nA, L, Older ""Tranee" t— "'These are the caiea which have led to the 
popalar bdief thai death it ■ometimci only apparent* and that there may 
be a daofer of pcnont being boried alive ; and it cannol be denied that a 
in andi a condition might caiily be allowed to die by carelem or 
, or might be buried before deadk* 
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Medical Illustrations of " Sudden Death.** 

Dr. Franz Hartinann,in his •'Premature Burial,'* p. ii, 
quotes the following : — 

••In the Dukovina, a young wonianf in the vicinity of Radautz, 
died of tpasms of the heart. They waited iive days for the 
funeral, because no signs of putrefaction appeared. The deigy- 
man then refused any longer delay, and the final anrangertients 
for interment were made Just as they were about to put the 
coffin into the grave, the sister of the deceased woman, who lived 
at another place, arrived, and begged to be permitted to see the 
dead body. Owing to her entreaties the coffin was opened, and 
as the woman saw the unaltered features of her sitter, she asserted 
her belief that the supposed dead was still living. She procured 
a red-hot poker, and, in spite of the remonstrances of those 
present, she touched with it the soles of the feet of the corpse. 
There was a spasmodic jerk, and the woman recovered. The 
most remarkable thing was that the supposed dead woman had 
not been unconscious for a moment, but was able to describe 
afterwards all the details of what had taken place around her, from 
the moment when she was supposed to die up to the time of her 
recovery ; but she had looked upon all that like an unconscious 
spectator, and not experienced any sensation, nor was she able to 
give any sign of life.** 

In ^'Les Signes de la Mort," by Dr. E. Bouchut, 
p. 51, Dr. J. Schmid is cited for the case of a girl, 
seven years of age, who, while playing with her com- 
panions, fell suddenly down (as if struck by lightning), 
and died. There was paleness, absence of pulse, in- 
sensibility to all stimulus. Nevertheless, owing to 
the requests of the distressed parents, the apparently 
hopeless attempts at resuscitation were continued. 
After three-quarters of an hour the girl gave a sigh 
and recovered. 
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The Midical Record, New York, 1883, vol., xxiii.^ 
p. 236, contains a paper on "* Revivification " (in cases 
of sudden apparent death from heart disease, and in 
the still-bomX by S. Waterman, M.D., New York. 

Case I, February, i88a — Mr. B , aged 84, suffered 

from valvular disease of the heart, and likewise from 
Bright's disease. " One morning, while I was sitting 
at his bedside, and in friendly conversation with him, 
he being to all appearance in a very happy mood of 
mind, he suddenly fell back, his eyes became fixed 
and glassy, a deadly pallor crept over his counten- 
ance, respiration and the heart's action ceased simul- 
taneously, and death seemed to have carried him 
off suddenly and unexpectedly. It was this sudden- 
ness of the event that impelled me to make efforts at 
revivification. Two nephews of Mrs. B , who were 
fortunately in the house, were brought under requisi- 
tion, and, under my direction, systematic artificial 
movements were carried on for nearly thirty minutes, 
when one deep inspiratory effort was made by the 
patient himself. Thus encouraged, we redoubled our 
efforts for ten minutes more; other inspiratory efforts 
\ followed in quicker succession ; the heart b^;an to 
\ respond. Hardly audible at first, it acquired force and 
momentum; it could now be felt at the wrist; the 
deadly pallor passed away, the eyes lost their glassy, 
fixed aspect, sighs and groans could be heard, twitch- 
ings of the muscles of the arm and 'fingers could be 
distinctly fdt, and the appearances of death made 
way for reanimated conditions. He lay unconscious 
for more than ten hours, respiration being hurried, 
and breathing stertorous, the heart's action wild and 
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irregular. During the night he was delirious and 
restless; toward morning all untoward symptoms 
subsided^ and a quiet sleep followed the extreme rest- 
lessness. ... He died six weeks afterwards, under 
symptoms of unemic toxication. During these six 
weeks he had several other attacks— one very prolonged 
and almost fatal — in which artificial respiration was 
resorted to with the same success.** 

An Editor's Exi'Erirnce. 

The editor of the Manduster CriierioHy December 1 1» 
1895, says: — ^ Many cases of sudden death have been 
entombed who were really alive, so far as the union of 
the body and soul is concerned. Sudden disappearance 
of life is very common» due to excessive weakness or 
a partial cessation of the heart's action ; and doctors 
should be very chary in giving death certificates until 
it has been ascertained that decomposition has ensued. 
Many object to this delay, and on the approach of an 
indication of death, or apparent death, often hurry the 
body to the grave. We know of a young lady, for 
whom the shroud was bought, and the crape fastened 
on the door, who was restored to life." 

A Real Peril. 

Professor Alexander Wilder, M.D., in "* Perils of 
Premature Burial," p. 16, says :— *" In this country 
(America), however, the peril of interment before death 
has actuidly taken place is very great For years past 
it has been a very common occurrence for persons in 
supposed good h^th to fall down suddenly, with ever^ 
appearance of having died. We do not regard sudden 
15 
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2l8 SUDDEN DEATH. 

death with terror, as it is so often painless, and exempts 
the Individual from the anxiety and other unpleasant 
experiences which so often accompany a lingering 
di«M>lution. But there is a terrible' liability of being 
prostrated by catalepsy, the counterpart of death, under 
such circumstances that those who have the body in 
charge will not hesitate about a prompt interment/' 

** The difliculty of distinguishing a person apparently 
dead from one who is naUy so has, in all countries 
where bodies are interred precipitately, rendered it 
necessary for the law to assist humanity. Of several 
regulations made on this subject, a few of the most 
recent may suffice — such as those of Arras in 1772 ; of 
Mantua in 1774; of the Grand Duke of Tuscany in 
^77^ \ of the Senechauss^ of Sivrai in Poitou in 1777 ; 
and of the Parliament of Metz in the same year. . . . 
These edicts forbid the precipitate interment of persons 
m'ho die suddenly. Magistrates of health are to be in- 
ibrmed, that physicians may examine the body; that 
thqr may use every endeavour to recall life^ if possible, 
or to discover the cause of death.** --Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, quoted by John Snart in "* Apparent Death," 
1824, ppi 81, 82. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

SIGNS OF DEATH. 

The ancient philosopher Democritus averred that there 
was no certain sign of the cessation of life. With this 
view many authorities have since coincided. Certainly, 
no one sign is in itself sufficient proof of death, unless 
it be that of putrefaction. It is rather by a combinatioa 
of signs that the fact may be ascertained prior to the 
putrefaction stage; but how far the investigator may be 
misled will be seen in the following pages. 

Popular Fallao'. 

There exists a common belief that if breathing and 
pulsation cease for only a brief period it will be impos- 
sible for consciousness to be recovered, and a trifling 
experiment, such as feeling the pulse at the wrist, or 
holding a mirror to the face, is sufficient to create the 
belief in the popular mind that death has really taken 
place. 

" Lend me a looking«gUst: 
If that her breath will mist or suin the stoae, 
Why, then, she lives."— A7ji/ Lmt^ act v., scene 3. 

But whilst it would appear presumptuous to attempt to 
doubt or deny a tlieory so widely accepted by both the 
lay and medical world, yet numerous well-attested &cts 
conclusively show that such vital actions may be sus* 
pended, and may even resist the most rigorous tests 
known to science, only to be followed by the recovery 
of the sleeper. 
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Illustrations of Apparent Death. 
Dr. & Weir MitchelP describes the following:— 

* I saw, very many yesLcs ago, a handsome girl, twenty 
years of age, from Cincinnati, who had spells of appa- 
rent death, if I may use such a term. One of these I 
had the good fortune to see, and, indeed, to cause. . • . 
The young lady happened to be particularly sensitive 
to odours, and even discussion about the subject would 
induce an attack. Hystero-epilepsy in this case had 
given place to ' death spells,' as her friends called them* 
She said to me: ' I am going to have an attack; feel my 
pulse. In a few minutes I shall be dead!' The pulse^ 
which just before was about too, was now racing and 
quite countless, while the irregularity and violence of 
tile heart's action seemed inconceivable. With the in- 
terest of a hysterical woman in her own performances, 
she said to me: 'Now, watch it; you will be amazed.^ 
This certainly was the case. Within a few minutes the 
pulse began to fall in number, and, as well as I can 
recall it, in some fifteen minutes was beating only 4a . 
Then a beat would drop out here and there, the pulse 
meanwhile growing feebler, until I could no longer feel 
it nor hear the heart In this state of seeming death — 
white, still, without breathing or any perceptible cir- 
culation — ^this girl lay from two to four days. In this 
time there were spells of a few minutes during which 
the heart beat again furiously and irregularly, as was 
also the case when she revived." 

Sir B. W. Richardson relates a case observed in 1869 

* **Lectiifei on Diaanct of the Nervous Sytien, ctpcdally in Wonco.'^ 
' Sceood edilioov 188 j, p^ a45. 
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A PHYSICIAN'S EXPERIENCE. 221 

by Dr. Jackson, of Somerby. A man was struck by 
lightning while driving; he reached his home in a state 
of great prostration, in which he lay for a long time* 
and then sank into such complete catalepsy that he 
was pronounced to be dead, and was laid out as a 
corpse. He actually heard the sound of his own 
passing bell, and by a desperate effort moved one of 
his thumbs, thus attracting the attention of the women 
around him. He recovered, and lived for some time. ^ 

One of the most distinguished physicians in London 
informed the author that, being called in to decide a 
case of apparent or real death, he had applied the 
stethoscope and failed to detect the faintest pulsation 
in the heart, and yet the woman recovered. The 
danger of premature burial he believed to be very real 
and by no means an imaginary one, and his opinions 
were well known in the profession. 

The Mobility Test. 

It has been deemed a sure sign of death, when 
for a considerable period no physical movement takes 
place; and also when the lower jaw falls directly 
afterwards. There are, however, fallacies connected 
with this. Many physical changes may take place 
after death consequent upon muscular contraction or 
relaxation, as well as by the generation of gases ; and 
the jaw may be fixed as in strychnine poisoning. 
Upon the other hand, in certain cataleptic conditions 
movements are quite imperceptible for considerable 
periods. ^ 

Even electric stimulation, one of the tests of life 
mentioned by Sir B. W. Richardson in his list quoted 
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on page 233 is not to be relied upon, as electric 
excitability usually lasts for some hours after death. 

Again, concerning clenched jaws, the Lanai^ 1870, 
vol. i., p. 436, quotes a statement by A. de Labordette, 
Oiirurgien de THdpital de Lisieux, in a letter to the 
Secretary of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution : — 

""I have collected manifold observations relating to 
persons drowned or asphyxiated, in whose case con- 
traction of the jaws was remarked, and who were 
subsequently restored to life." Dr. Brown S^uard 
concurred in this, and declared further that such 
contraction is rather a sign of life than of death. 

With these contradictions, the mobility test may be 
considered worthless. 

The Respiratory Test. 

This b perhaps the least satisfactory test, the 
custom of holding a mirror before the mouth, already 
re fe rred to, being quite untrustworthy. 

Sir Benjamin Ward Richardson, in his paper on 
*The Absolute Signs and Proofs of Death," in the 
Asd^iad^ Na 21 (1889), voL vl, p. 6, says: — 

*" About the existence of respiratory movements 
there is always some cause for doubt, even amongst 
skilled observers; for so slight a movement of res- 
piration is suflicient to carry on life, at what I have 
in another paper designated Mife at low tension,' 
that the most practised eye is apt to be deceived." 

^The cessation of the indications of respiratory 
function, although useful in a general sense, is not 
by any means reliable. It is quite certain that in 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE RESPIRATORY TEST. 22$ 

poisoning by chloral, and in catalepsy, there may be 
life when no external movement of the chest is 
appreciable." — tbUim, pp. 13, 14. 

Heart and Circulation Test. 

"^ Equal doubt attends the absence of the arterial 
pulsatio.ns and heart sounds. It is quite certain that 
the pulses of the body, as well, a^ the movements 
and sounds of the heart, may be undetectable at a time 
when the body is not only not dead but actually 
recoverable."— yM/ry^, p. 14. 

Bouchut found that his original statement made 
to the Academy of Science, to the efiect that an 
interruption of die action of the heart lastii^ for two 
minutes was a certain proof of death, was incorrect. 
He thinks the heart should be listened to for half- 
an-hour. Dr. Brouardel, in commenting upon this, 
says': — ^"You cannot listen to a heart for half-an-hour 
continuously. Try to do so; in five or six minutes 
you will hear buzzing and murmurs of all sorts, and 
at last you will hear the beating of your awn heart. 
.... The absence of the beats of the heart may 
be considered as a sign of apparent death, but not 
of real death." 

In a review of several works on the ^ Signs of Death ** 
in T/u Briiisk atul Foreign Mtdical and Ckirurgicat 
Rivigw^ voL XV. [1855], p. 74, W. B. Kesteven writes : 
"M. Josat has recorded several instances wherein 
newly-born children have been most carefully examined 
during several minutes without the detection of the 

I ••Douh and Soddm Dauh," ^ 15. 
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224 SIGNS OF DEATH. 

slightest cardiac sound or movement, and yet these 
have rallied and lived. M. Depaul has collected ten 
similar instances. M. Brachet has recorded^ an instance 
of a man in whom neither sound nor movement of 
the heart could be heard for eight minutes, and who 
nevertheless survived. Another adult case is mentioned 
by Dr. Josat as having been witnessed by M. Girbal, 
of Montpellier. ... Sir B. Brodie and others have 
<lescribed children bom without hearts. The circulation 
is maintained at one period of human life without 
the aid of the heart It is, besides, quite consistent 
with the &cts observed in hysterical and other con- 
ditions of the nervous system, that the action of the 
heart, like that of other muscles, should be so extremely 
feeble as not to be cc^isable by any sound or impulse, 
and yet it may have sufficient movement slowly to move 
the blood through the system, whose every function and 
endowment is suspended and all but annihilated. In 
cases of catalepsy, and of authentic instances of apparent 
death, the respiratory muscles have not been seen to 
mcfvct yet inspiration and expiration — ^however slowly 
and imperoeptibly — ^must have taken place."* 

R/GO/t Mortis Test. 

By rigor fnariis is meant that condition of rigidity 
which sets in after death, and which is frequently of 
so marked a character that it is impossible to flex the 
limbs, and the body may be lifted l\ke a plank of 
wood. It may, however, be so slightly marked as to 

ape the most carefiil observation. In exhaustive 

^BmlkHm Tkmi^ Mid.^ tone nnr&, pi 371. 
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illnesses, or after great fatiguei r^or fuortis appears 
early and does not last long, but in the case of persons 
dying while in good health its onset is delayed and 
its duration much longer. Its causes and mode of 
production are practically unknown. 

Dr. Roger S. Chew ohscrte^i—** Rigor tHPrtis is a 
condition that seldom or never supervenes in the hot 
weather in India, and is often a feature of catalepsy.** 
In persons dying of sunstroke, the rigidity comes on 
very late When a corpse is kept in a warm and 
moist atmosphere, rigor tnortis is usually early and short 

The danger of mistaking the rigidity of a cataleptic 
condition for the rigidity of death has been pointed 
out by Ebenezer Milner, M.D. Edin., L.R.CS.E., in the 
Edinburgh Medical a$id Surgical Journal^ i850» vol. 
Ixxiv., p. 330, where he says, "^ Patients labouring under _ 
an intense and prolonged paroxysm of catalepsy have 
been supposed to be dead, and have been buried 
alive"; and, in speaking of severe cases, says, **The 
stiflfness of tlie limbs accompanying this intense form 
of trance supervenes at once, and lasts as long as the 
paroxysm continues." 

The Diaphanous Test. 

This was considered at one time of such importance 
that the French Academy awarded a prize for its 
discovery. Its actual value has been well gauged by 
Edwin Haward, M.D. Edin., RR.C.S. Eng., in the 
Lauat of June 10, 1893, p. 104: — 

'* The diaphanous test consists in taking a hand of a 
supposed dead person, placing it before a strong arti- \ 

ficial light, with the fingers extended and just touching 
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each other, and then looking through the narrow spaces 
between the fingers to see if there be there a scarlet 
line of light The theory is that if there be such a 
line of scarlet colour there is some circulation still in 
progress, and therefore evidence of vital action, whilst if 
there be no illumination, then the circulation has ceased 
and death has occurred. The illustration I am about to 
give indicates, however, that this test must be received 
with the utmost caution. The facts run as follows : — 
I was called in January last to visit a lady seventy-three 
years of age, suflTering from chronic bronchitis. She 
had often suffered at intervals from similar attacks 
during a period of twenty*five years. The present attack 
was very severe, and as she was obviously in a state of 
senile decrepitude her symptoms naturally gave rise to 
considerable anxiety. Nevertheless she rallied and 
improved so much that after a few days my attendance 
was no longer required. I heard nothing more of this 
lady until February 6— a period of three weeks — ^when 
I was summoned early in the morning to see her 
immediately. The messenger told me that she had 
retired to bed in the usual way, and had apparently died 
in the night, but that she looked so life-like there was 
great doubt whether death had actually taken place. 
Within half-an-hour I was by her bedside; there was 
no sign of breathing, of pulse, or of heart-beat, and 
the hands, slightly flexed, were rather rigid, but the 
countenance looked like that of a living person, the eyes 
beii^ open and life-like. I believed her to be dead, and 
that the rigidiQr of the upper limbs indicated commenc- 
ing rigor moriis; but this curious fact was related to 
me by a near relative, that once before she had passed 
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into a death4tke state, with similar symptoms, even to 
the rigidity of the arms and hands, from which state she 
had recovered, and after which she had always experi« 
enced the direst apprehension of being buried alive. 
Her anxiety, it will be easily conceived, was readily 
communicated to her relatives, who urged me to leave 
nothing undone for determining whether life was or was 
not extinct Under the circumstances I suggested that 
Dr. (now Sir) Benjamin Ward Richardson, who has 
made the proofs of death a special study, should be 
summoned. He soon arrived, and submitted the body 
to all the tests in order. ... Of the nine tests, 
eight distinctly declared that death was absolute ; the 
exception, the fluidity of the blood, being a phenomenon 
quite compatible with blood pretematurally fluid and at 
a low temperature, even though death had occurred. _ 
There now remained the diaphanous test, which we 
carried out by the aid of a powerful reflector lamp, 
yielding an excellent and penetrating light To our 
surprise the scarlet line of light between the fingers was 
' as distinct as it was in our own hands subjected to the 
same experiment The mass of evidence was of course 
distinctly to the effect that death was complete ; but, to 
make assurance doubly sure, we had the temperature of 
the room raised and the body carefully watched until 
signs of decomposition had set in. 

."The results of these experimental tests were satis- 
factory, as following and corroborating each other in 
eight out of the ten difierent lines of procedure ; but 
the point of my paper is to show the utter inadequacy 
of the diaphanous test, upon which some are inclined \ 

entirely to rely. Sir Benjamin Richardson has reported 
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an instance in which the test applied to the hand of 
a lady who had simply fainted gave no evidence of 
the red line; she therefore, on that test alone, might 
have been declared dead In my case the reverse was 
ptesented; the body was dead, whilst the red line 
supposed to indicate life was perfectly visible. Hence 
the test might possibly lead to a double error, and 
ought never of itself to be relied upon. 

"It is a question worthy of consideration whether 
the colouration observed was due to the fluid state of 
the blood after death ; it is not unreasonable to suppose 
so^ but I prefer merely to offer the suggestion without 
further comment" 

Orfila, **'MMicine L^e,** voL i., p. 478, fourth 
edition, observes: — 

^This sign can be of no use, because it is easy to 
prove that the fingers of corpses placed between the 
eye and the flame of a candle are transparent, even 
when this experiment is made one or two days after 
death.** 

The Putrefaction Test. 

In the fourth (and last) edition of his able and most 
instructive work on ^ Cremation," Sir Henry Thompson 
admits ** that there is but one really trustworthy proof 
that death has occurred in any given instance, t«r., 
the presence of a manifest sign of commencing decom- 
position. This condition is always ascertainable, at all 
events to the professional eye, and it should always be 
verified before a certificate of death is signed." 

This view is corroborated by those who are fitted to 
speak with authority on the subject Dr. Roger S. 
Chew, of Calcutta, whose experiences have been already 
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referred to, says: ''Numerous experiments have been 
suggested as means of ascertaining whether a body is 
really dead or whether the animation is temporarily 
suspended; but, though these suggestions may col- 
lectively yield a correct diagnosis, still they are valueless 
when separately considered, and cannot compare with 
the ' putrefaction test' " 

Dr. Hilton Fagge, in his ** Principles and Practice of 
Medicine,'* vol. L, p. 19, writing of cases where great 
uncertainty exists as to whether life is extinct or merely 
suspended, says: — 

*' / believe that the aufy sign of death which is both 
certain to f9tanifest itself in the course of a few days^ and 
also absolutely conclusive atid infallible^ is the occurrence 
of putrefaction^ which is generally first indicated by 
discolouration of the surface of the abdomen. And in 
any case admitting of doubt, the coffin should not be ^ 
closed until this has shown itself." (Italics ours.) 

This question has aroused much interest also in 
America. In an article in the Medical Examiner. 
.Philadelphia, vol. vi., p. 610, the writer says: — ^''A 
recent French reviewer in the Gazette Midicale closes 
a survey of the differences between real and apparent 
death by the following remarks : ' Experience,' says he, 
'has shown the insufficiency of each of these signs, 
with one exception— /if/r<g/2ir/i(^M. The absence of 
respiration and circulation, the absence of contractility 
and sensibility, general loss of heat, the hippocratic 
face, the cold sweat spreading over the body, cadaveric 
discolouration, relaxation of the sphincterSi loss of 
elasticity, the flattening of the soft parts on which the s^ 

body rests, the softness and flaccidity of the eyes^ the 



Digitized by 



Google 



230 SIGNS OK DEATH. 

opadty of the fingers, cadaveric rigidity, the expulsion 
of alimentary substances from the mouth — all these 
s^ns combined or isolated may present themselves in 
an individual suffering only from apparent death."* 

Dr. Gannal, in ^'Signes de la Mort," p. 31, bears out 
this view: — 

^ I share the opinion of the majority of authors who 
have written on this subject and I consider putrefaction 
as the only certain sign of death.'' The author then 
shows that all other signs are uncertain, and adds " that 
it is possible, by taking certain measures, to wait until 
putrefaction is well manifest, without injuring the public 
health." If the attending medical practitioner could 
always be. relied upon to look for any such combination 
of signs as above suggested, there would be much less 
danger of premature burial than at present almost 
everywhere prevails; but personal investigation obliges 
the author deliberately to declare that these are looked 
for only in a comparatively few instances. 

^Ecclifmasis^ ox past-wortem stains,** writes Dr. Chew, 
''are sometimes of value, but frequently they do not 
appear, even though there are strong evidences of putre- 
faction having set in, and in some cases this cadaveric 
lividity, as it is termed, may be the result of violence 
leceived before animation was suspended, and, the vital 
spark not having been extinguished though the body 
was apparently dead, ecchymosis had asserted itself as 
a process of life, and not death.** 

Dr. Franz Hartmann, whose monograph^ has excited 
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much attention both in the English and American 
Press, observes: — 

** Apparent death is a state that resembles real death 
so closely that even the most experienced persons 
believe such a person to be really dead In many 
cases not even the most experienced physician, coroner, 
or undertaker can distinguish a case of apparent death 
from real death, neither by external examination nor 
by means of the stethoscope, nor by any of the various 
tests which have been proposed by this or that writer, 
for all those tests have been proved fallible, and it is 
now useless to discuss them at length, because many of 
the most experienced members of the medical profession 
have already agreed that there is no certain sign that a 
person is really and not apparently dead, except the 
beginning of a certain stage of putrefaction. All other 
tests ought to be set down as delusive and unreliable." ' 

Sir B. W. Richardson's "* Signs." 

Sir Benjamin Ward Richardson read a paper before 
.the Medical Society of London on "The Absolute 
Signs and Proofs of Death," published (in 1889) in 
No. 31 of the AscUpiad. The circumstance which 
originated his investigation was a case of the revival of 
an apparently dead child immediately before the funeral 
Dr. Richardson has seen persons apparently dead, and 
presenting all the signs of death, but who were really 
living. Amongst these he cites the following: — 

''A medical man found dead, as it was presumed, 
from an excessive dose of chloral To all common 
observation this gentleman was dead. There was no 
sign of respiration; it was very difficult for an ear so 
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Ion; trained as my own to detect the sounds of the 
heart; there was no pulse at the wrist, and the tem- 
perature of the body had fallen to ^f Fahr. In this 
condition the man had Iain for some hours before my 
arrival; and yet, under the simple acts of raising the 
warmth of the room to 84* Fahr. and injecting warm 
milk and water into the stomach, he rallied slowly out 
of the sleep, and made a perfect recovery." 

Medical practitioners frequently assert that the 
signs of death are quite easy and impossible to mis- 
take Dr. Richardson, who has had the best of reasons, 
as already shown, for observation and investigation, 
holds a different opinion, and enumerates the signs of 
death as follows : — 

(i) Respiratory failure, including absence of visible 
movements of the chest, absence of the respiratory 
murmur, absence of evidence of transpiration of water- 
vapour from the lungs by breath. 

(2) Cardiac failure, including absence of arterial 
pulsation, of cardiac motion, and of cardiac sounds. 

(3) Absence of tuigescence or filling of the veins on 
making pressure between them and the heart 

(4) Reduction of the temperature of the body below 
the natural standard. 

(5) Rigor mortis and muscular collapse. 

(6) Coagulation of the blood. 

(7) Absence of signs of rust or oxidation of a bright 
steel blade, afker plunging it deep into the tissues. (The 
needle test of Cloquet and Laborde.) 

(8) Absence of red colour in semi-transparent parta 
under the influence of a powerful stream of light 
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(9) Absence of muscular contraction under the stimu* 
lus of galvanism, of heat, and of puncture. 

( 10) Absence of red blush of the skin after subcutaneous 
injection of ammonia (Montiverdi's test). 

(11) Putrefactive decomposition. 

Sir Benjamin sums up as follows: — 

~If all these signs point to death — if there be no 
indications of respiratory function ; if there be no signs 
of movement of the pulse or heart, and no sounds of the 
heart ; if the veins of the hand do not enlarge on the 
distal side of the fillet ; if the blood in the veins contains 
a coagulum ; if the galvanic stimulus fails to produce 
muscular contraction ; if the injection of ammonia causes 
a dirty brown blotch — the evidence may be considered 
conclusive that death is absolute If these signs leave 
any doubt, or even if they leave no doubt, one furtlier 
point of practice should be carried out The body 
should be kept in a room, the temperature of which has 
been raised to a heat of 84* Fahr., with moisture diffused 
through the air; and in this warm and moist atmosphere 
it should remain until distinct indications of putrefactive 
decomposition have set in. 

The Medical Pnss and Circular of October 20th, 
1897, commenting upon the above, says: — ''It is 
obvious from this that Sir B. W. Richardson, who 
was admittedly a very high, if not the greatest, 
authority on the subject, was of opinion that there 
is only one absolute sign of death, and that there is 
more or less risk where this is not waited for. In 
his own case he left strict instructions with his family 
that after supposed death his body was not to be 
16 
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removed until this unequivocal test was manifest ; and 
his wishes wete religiously observed.'' 

Precautions in Wurtembekc;. 

In the Ro)raI Decree issued by the Government for 
examining the dead in Wttrtembergp dated January 24, 
1882 {JHeHsUVarschriften far Uichenschauer, Stuttgart, 
1885), various signs and experiments for enabling the 
olScial inspector of deaths to ascertain if actual death 
has taken place are laid down. Among these are: — 

(i) ** The cessation of sensibility may be assumed 
ifp on raising the eyelid, the pupil remains unaltered 
when- a lighted candle is held close to it ; or if pungent 
odours, such as those derived from onions, vin^^ar, 
volatile ammonia, or by severe friction of the chest, 
arms, or soles of the feet, the application of mustard, 
or burning tinder, or if sealing-wax dropped upon the 
chest produces no reaction, and particularly if in the 
latter case the skin does not blister. 

(2) ''The stoppage of the circulation of the blood, 
apart from the absence of heart-beating, if, after tying 
a tight bandage around the arm, the veins do not 
swell up, up(m the hands being firmly gripped; also 
if, upon pricking the lips, no blood escapes; further- 
more, i( on holding the hand in front of a bright 
light (the diaphanous test), the finger-tips are no 
longer translucent as in the living." 

Nor should the inspector ever neglect to examine 
the heart to ascertain the complete absence of all 
sound, and to test the absence of breath by other 
experiments. 
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The rescript further adds that these experiments 
^may not furnish absolute proof of death," and 
describes what further proceedings to institute. These 
are referred to in this volume in the chapter devoted 
to Death-Certification. 

The Lancet on the Uncertainty ok Signs. 

An editorial note in the Lanai, January 29, 1887, 
p. 233, shows the difficulty of distinguishing real from 
apparent death: — ^^It was only last year that we 
commented in our columns upon the ' signs of death,' 
drawing attention to the more important criteria by 
which a skilful observer may avoid mistaking cases of 
so-called suspended animation from actual decease. 
Quite recently two instances have been recorded, in 
which, if report be true, it would seem there is still 
room for maturing the judgment upon the question' 
herein raised. At Saumur a young man afflicted with 
a contagious disease apparently died suddenly. His 
body was enshrouded and coffined, but as the under- 
taker's men were carrying the 'remains' to their last 
resting-place they heard what they believed to be a 
knocking against the coffin-lid, and the sound was 
repeated in the grave. Instead of testing at once the 
evidence of their senses, they, in accordance with 
judicial custom, sent for the Mayor, in whose presence 
the lid was removed from the coffin. Whereupon, to 
the horror of the spectators, it was observed that the 
dead man had only just succumbed to asphyxia. The 
above narrative seems on the face of it too ghastly to 
be true, especially as the occupant of the coffin must \ 

have been shut up in a space containing oxygen in 
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quantity totally inadequate to sustain an approximation 
to ordinary breathing. But in cataleptic and similar 
states the oij^anic functions are reduced to the lowest 
ebb, and history records several instances in which, 
for a time at least, the determination of the living state 
was a matter of uncertainty. In our issue of the 15th 
inst, p. 129, the reader will find an account of I Past- 
mortem Irritability of Muscle/ in which the pheno- 
menon was manifested in a marked dq^ree two hours 
after 'death from a chronic wasting disorder — a condition 
which favours early extinction of vital action in muscle. 
It may be argued, then, with some show of reasonable- 
ness, that it is quite possible for the heart to stand 
still, as it were, and yet retain the power of action, 
although experience tells us but little on the question 
as regards the human subject Experiments on the 
lower animals, however, show that over-distention of 
the right cavities of the heart causes cessation of 
cardiac contraction, and that relief from the distention 
may be followed by resumption of the function of 
contractibility. It must not be forgotten that an 
analogous condition is witnessed at times in patients 
suflering from capillary bronchitis or other physical 
states underlying acute distension of the right heart; 
for, in these cases, venesection is not uncommonly 
instrumental in arresting the rapidly failing cardiac 
contractions. The second case of apparent death 
alluded to above happened in 'the land of big things.' 
An inhabitant of Mount Joy, Paramatta, was believed 
to be dead, and his supposed remains were about to 
be oommitted to the earth, when a mourning relative 
startled the bystanders by exclaiming, * I must see my 
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father once more ; something tells me he is not dead/ 
The coffin was taken from the grave to the sexton's 
tool-house, and there opened, and was found to contain 
a living inmate, who justified the presentiment of his 
son by * slowly recovering.' As no mention is made 
in either case of the period that elapsed between the 
occurrence of apparent death and the body being 
placed in the coffin, or of the time during which the 
encasement lasted, special and minute criticism is 
uncalled for. Enough lias been said on the subject to 
emphasize the exhortation, 'Get knowledge, and with 
all thy getting get understanding.'" 

The British Medical Journal's Criticism. 

The British Medical Journal^ of September 28, 1895, 
in a leading article on the "^ Signs of Death," says : — 

" The question of the possibility of the interment of 
living beings has recently been exercising the minds of a 
portion of the public, whose fears have found expression 
in a series of letters to some of the daily papers. It is a 
matter of regret that so much irresponsible nonsense 
and such hysterical outpourings should find a place in 
the columns of our great daily press. No attempt at 
the production of evidence in support of their beliefs 
or fears has been made by the majority of writers, 
whilst the cases mentioned by the few are either the 
inventions of the credulous or ignorant, or are destitute 
of foundation. It cannot be said that the few medical 
men who have joined in this public correspondence 
have either contributed any useful information or have 
seriously attempted to allay the fears of the public One 
medical gentleman managed to earn for himself a cheap 
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notoriety by employing, with very scanty acknowledg- 
ment of the source, copious extracts from Dr. Gowers' 
article on 'Trance' in Quain's ' Dictionary of Medicine.' 

''The possibility of apparent death being taken for 
real death can only be admitted when the decision of 
the reality of death is left to ignorant persons. We are 
quite unprepared to admit the possibility of* such a 
mistake occurring in this country to a medical practi- 
tioner armed with the methods for the recognition of 
death that modem science has placed at his disposal. 
Moreover, even by the ignorant the reality of death can 
only be questioned during the period preceding putre- 
faction. During this period various signs of death 
appear which, taken collectively, allow of an absolute 
opinion as to the reality of death being given. To each 
of these, as a sign of death, exception may perhaps be 
individually taken, but a medical opinion is formed from 
a conjunction of these signs, and not from the presence 
of an individual one." 

The writer must surely have overlooked the able 
treatises by Winslow, Kempner, Russell Fletcher, 
Bouchut, Hartmann, Gannal, and others, supported 
by evidence in the aggr^ate of thousands of cases 
of premature burial, or narrow escapes, or have for- 
gotten the dreadful cases which have appeared from 
time to time in the columns of the British Medical 
Jomrnal itsdC Commenting upon the case of a 
child nearly buried alive, this medical authority in 
its issue of October 31, 1885, under the head of. 
"Death or Coma?" sensibly refers to some of the 
difficulties in distinguishing apparent from real death 
as follows:— 
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*'The dose similarity which is occasionally seen to 
connect the appearance of death with that of exhaustion 
following disease was lately illustrated in a somewhat 
striking manner. An infant, seized with convulsions, 
was supposed to have died about three weeks ago at 
Stamford HilL After five days'. interval, preparations 
were being made for its interment, when, at the grave's 
mouth, a ciy was heard to come from the coffin. The 
lid was taken oflf, and the child was found to be alive, 
was taken home, and is recovering. Such is the pub* 
lished account of the latest recorded case of suspended 
animation. We need not now attempt a dissertation on 
the physical meaning of coma. It is well known that 
this condition may last for considerable periods, and 
may at times, nftn to th$ practised lyi^ wear very much 
the same aspect as death. In the present instance, its 
association with some degree of convulsion may easily 
have been mistaken by relatives, dreading the worst, for 
the rigid stillness of rigor tnortis. This is the more 
likely since the latter state is apt to be a transient one 
in infants, though it is saul to be unusually well marked 
in death from convulsions. One cannot, however, help 
thinking that the presence of the various signs of deatii 
was not, in this case, wery carefully inquired inta It is 
hardly possible that, had the other proofs as well as that 
of stiflening .been sought for, they would have been 
missed. // is trus that hardly any otu sign short of 
putnfaction can b$ relied upon as infallible. In actual 
death, however, one may confidently reckon on the 
coexistence of more than one of these. After a period 
of five days, not one should have been wanting. Besides ^ 
rigor fnortist the total absence of which, even in forms of 
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death which are said not to show it, we take leave to 
doubt, iht/asi-Mortem lividity of dependent parts affords 
sure proof^ as its absence suggests a doubt, of death. 
Then there is the eye, sunken, with glairy surface, flaccid 
cornea, and dilated insensitive pupil. Most practitioners, 
pfobaUy, are accustomed to rely upon stethoscopic 
evidence of heart-action or respiration. These alone, 
indeed, are almost always sufficient to decide the 
questicm of vitality, if they be watched for during one 
or two minutes. There is no information as to whether 
the child so nearly buried alive was seen by a medical 
man. It is difficult to believe that, if it had been, some 
^gn pf life would not have been observed. Still, the 
case is a teaching one, even for medical men, and warns 
us to look for a combination of known tests where any 
doubt exists as to the fact of death." The itah'cs are 
ours. 

Medical Expressions ok Difficulty. 

Pro£ Alex. Wilder, M.D., in *" Perils of Premature 
Burial,** p.. 20, says: — ^"The signs of total extinction 
of life are not so unequivocal as many suppose. The 
apparent cessation of respiration and circulation do 
not afford the entire evidence, for the external senses 
are not sufficiently acute to enable us to detect either 
respiration or circulation in the smallest degree com- 
patible with mere existence. Loss of heat is by no 
means conclusive ; for life may continue, and recovery 
take place, when no perceptible vital warmth exists.** 

BL B. Gaubert, in ''Les Chambres Mortuaires 

. d*Attente,** p. 187, Paris, 1895, says:— ''One of the 

moat celebrated physicians of the Paris hospitals, 
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according to Dr. Ligni^res, declares that, out of twenty 
certified deaths, only one presented indubiuble charac- 
teristics of absolute death." 

The difficulty of diagnosis which in many cases must 
be allowed renders the obligation and necessity for a 
radical change in our methods of treating the supposed 
dead a very urgent one. Medical writers, whilst ad- 
mitting the unsatisfactory nature of the current practice 
of medical certification, allege that the remedy lies 
with Parliament to make compulsory a personal 
medical inspection of the dead, and to allow a fee 
as compensation for the trouble. This, however, would 
be very far from meeting the difficulty. How many 
general practitioners would be willing to submit half- 
a-dozen, say, of the eleven tests of death formulated 
by Sir Benjamin Ward Richardson, in any given case, 
and if willing, how many, having regard to the fact 
that these tests are not taught in the Medical Schools, 
and form no part of the usual medical curriculum, 
would be competent to make them with the requisite 
skill? In most of the Continental States there are 
State-appointed surgeons to examine the dead, midedHS 
virificateurs^ and in some of these — WQrtemberg, for 
instance — the official is obliged to examine the corpse 
several times before his certificate is made out But 
notwithstanding this careful official inspection, cases 
of premature burial and narrow escapes are telegraphed 
by RiuUr and Dalsid every now and then to the 
English Press, as we have seen, and additional details, 
with the names and addresses of the victims, are 
furnished by responsible special correspondents. 

The best proof that one can give of the uncertainty 
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of the signs of death is the great divergence of opinion 
amongst medical experts. Dr. Gannal in ''Signes de 
la Mort," Paris, i8go, p. 27, observes: — ^''If any of 
these signs had presented characters of absolute 
certainty, it is unquestionable that the unanimity of 
authors would have recognised it ; now, there is none. 
One sign held to be good by some, is declared bad by 
othersL** Dr. Gannal affirms with iteration that there 
is only one unequivocal sign and proof of dissolution — 
decomposition. All authorities agree that whatever de- 
gree of doubt attends the ordinary appearance of death, 
none dispute that this amounts to a demonstration. 

The Danger of Haste. 

The Lisbon correspondent of the Dat'fy lUustraUd 
Mirror^ on March 15, 1904, details a strange case which 
occurred at a small village called Montouro, in northern 
Portugal: — 

''An old villager died, and, after having been pre- 
pared for burial, a nephew of his, who was a barber, 
was called in at night to shave him, as is customary 
here. The supposed corpse was merely in a cataleptic 
trance, and as soon as the barber put cold water on his 
face he sat up and began to talk wildly. The barber 
was so terrified that he became raving mad, and, rushing 
screaming from the house, called upon the villagers to 
!iee the miracle which he had worked." 

When standing round the bed of a sick patient, re- 
duced to a state of coma or suspended animation, to 
which death b the expected termination, as soon as 
the doctor utters the fatal words ** all is over," no one 
pftsent thinks of doubting the verdict, or putting it 
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to the test Mn Clarke Irvine, who has had a wide 
experience* writing in the Bantur of Ugki, December 
14, 1895, Boston, U.S., says: — 

*^ I have known of hundreds of deaths in my experi- 
ence, and never have I known of any instance wherein 
a bystander has doubted save once, and then the person 
supposed dead was revived, and is now living out in 
Colorada The mere accident of a stranger coming in 
just previous to the enclosing in a coffin prevented the 
man from the awful fate of burial alive, so far as we 
can see. 

** In one other, the supposed dead man came to life 
a little before the time set for his funeral, by the 
accident of someone seizing hold of his foot ; he is 
still living, and a resident of this country. The case 
was widely published in the newspapers after he was 
interviewed by a reporter in Chicago, where the~ 
rescued man was visiting at the time of the Great 
Fair. He is known as Judge William Poynter. I 
saw him a few days ago, and have heard him relate 
the experience. 

" The case of the little girl who was rescued while the 
funeral was in prepress, at St Joseph, Missouri, I have 
already contributed to T/u Banner. These people were 
saved by a mere chance; how many have passed under- 
ground forever, of whom nothing was ever suspected ! 
All through the country people are dying or apparently 
dying, or falling into death-like trances dally, and being 
placed in their coffins at a matttr of course^ and hurried 
to and into their graves, as of course also— «nd in the | 

very nature of things it must be and must have been \^ 

that hundreds upon hundreds have been and are being I 
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consigned to that most awful of all the dooms possible. 
The horror of the thing is simply unspeakable." 

Official Regulations in Bavaria. 

The following are extracts from the Police R^^lations 
for the inspection of the dead and the prevention of 
premature burial in Bavaria, issued by the -Royal 
State-Minbtry for Home Affairs: — 

14. 

In public hospiuli, penitentiaries, chariuble or other similar 
homes or institutions, the duty of inspection falls upon the 
physician in chief. 

Outside these institutions the inspectors must be chosen, in the 
first instance^ from among physicians, after them suigeons, former 
assistants of military hospitals, and lastly, in deiauh of such, from 
ky people. The hitter must, however, be of undoubted respecu- 
bility, and, before their appointment, must be properly instructed 
by the district physician, and subjected from time to time to an 



16. 

As a rule the inspection of dead bodies must be made once if 

by doctors, and twice if by laymen. In communities which possess 

a mortuary a U€0tui itupeciUm has to be made^ even though the 

legular inspection has previously been made by doctors or laymen. 

17. 

The first inspection has to be made as soon as possible after 
death, and, where practicable, within twenty-lour hours, and in 
cases described under | 6^ sec a, at least before removal of the 
body to the mortuary. 

TIm second inspection must take place just before burial 

f S. 

The body, until the arrival of the inspector, must be left in 
poshion, with the ftce uncovered, and ftee from 
[gamients. 
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The instnictKNifl of the inspector, for the resosctcatioii of a 
body Miepecied of epperenl doLih oolyi ere to be followed nioet 
strictly. 

19. 

The inspector has to give a certificate of corpse inspection 
confirmatory of his inspection, but he must only issue the same 
if he has lully asceruined the actuality of death. 

f la 

(1) As a rule the bodies must not be interred before the lapse 
of 4fi hours, but not later than 72 hours aAer death. 

The police authorities may, however, at the recommendation 
of the corpse inspector, exceptionally grant permission for the 
burial before the expiration of 48 hours if a p&$i*w90riim dis* 
seaion has uken place, also if decomposition has set in, and if 
on account of lack of room the body has to be prsserved in an 
overcrowded habiution. 



Appendix to the Police Instructions as to Corpse . ' 

Inspection and Time of Burial, of 20th 
November, 1885. 

•*^ I. 

The purpose of corpse inspection is to prohibit the conceal* • > 

ment of deaths by violent means or resulting from medical ) 

malpractices ; to detect infectious diseases, and the esublishment ! 

of correct death lisU ; and particularly U pnvimi iki bmrUU 0/ \ 

pi^pU 0mfy mppart$Uly dnuL For this purpose each corpse is to ^ I 

be closely examined on the first inspection as to any signs of I 

death, both in the front and the back of the body. I 

IL 

The inspectors have primarily to establish the actuality of 
death by observing and notifying all the symptoms accompanying \ ; 

or following the decease. 
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Indicatioot of death nay be noted :— 

(i) If tliere is no indicatioo of any pulsation noticeable, either 
in the ngion of the heart, at the neck» at the temples^ or the 
wBreamia 

(3) If the eyelids when polled asunder remain open, and the 
eyes themsdves appear sunken into their sockets, dulled, and 
lostrdess, also if the eyeballs feel soft and relaxed. 

(3) If paru of the body are pale and cold, if chin and nose . 
are pointed, if cheeks and teoifdes are. sunken. 

(4) IC the lower jaw hangs down, and immediately drops again 
if pushed up^ or if the muscles fed hard and stiflT (rigidity). 

(5) If the skin of the fingers held against one another, hdd 
towards light, do not appear reddish. 

(6) If a feather, or burning candle hdd against the mouth 
shows no sign of motion, or if there is no sign of moisture upon 
a kMking-glass heki before the mouth. 

(7) If on diiferent paru of the body, particuhurly the neck, 
bade, or posterior, or the undersuriace of the extremities^ there 
are bluish-red spou (death spou) visible. 

(8) If the skin, particularly at the sides of the stomach, show 
a dirty-green discolouration (decomposition spou). 

The noo-medical inspector has to observe at least all the 
symptoms 1 to 4. 

In doubtfid cases the medical inspectors are advised to test 
the masdes and nerves by electric currents. 

IV. 

If the inspectkm gives rise to suspicions of apparent death 
(SchrintodX the inspector most (if he is not himself a doctor) 
immediatdy call for the assistance of a praaised physician, so 
as 10 establish the actual condition, and to adopt the necessary 
mcMurgs for resusdtation, as follows :-» 

(1) Opening of the windows, and warming the room. 
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(3) Ellbrtt at artificial respiration. 

(3) Applications of warm mustard-plaistcrs to the chest and 
the extremities. 

(4) Rubbing with soft bmshesi with doths saturated in vinegar 
or spirit of camphor, also with hot woollen cloths. 

(5) Irritation of the throat with a feather. 

(6) Smelling sal-ammoniac 

(7) Dropping from time to time a few drops of ** extract of 

balm,* or similar essencesi into the mouth. 

* • 

Unless medical aid has meanwhile arrivedi the application of 
these measures must be continued until the apparently dead 
conies back to life, and begins to swallow, in which case be 
ought to have warm broth, tea, or wine, or until there is 
absolutely no doubt as to the total ineffectiveness of all attempts 
At reanimation. 



\ 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

DURATION OF DEATH^OUNTERFEITS. 

The diflerences observed in the length of time that 
persons have remained in this condition depended, 
doubtless, upon the constitutional peculiarities of the 
patients — such as strength or weakness— or upon the 
nature of the disease from which • they may have 
suflTered. Struve, in his Essay, pp. 34-98, says ''that 
it. depends upon the proportion of vital power in the 
individual. Hence children and young persons will 
endure longer than the aged. Also upon the nature 
of the element in which the accident happened, whether 
it contained greater or less proportion of oxygenated 
or carbonic acid gas, or other poisonous vapours. The 
latent vital power seems to be much longer preserved 
when animation has been suspended by cold. A man 
revived after being under snow forty hours. Persons 
apparently dead sometimes awake after an interval of 
seven days, as was the case with Lady Russell. . . . 
In the female sex, the suspension of vital power, 
spasms, fainting fits, etc, originating from a hysterical, 
feeble constitution, are not rare, nor is it improbable 
that the state of apparent death may be of longer 
duration with them ; nay, it may be looked upon as 
a periodical disorder, in which all susceptibility of 
irritation is extinguished.** Struve further remarks, 
p. 98, ""that the state in which the vital power is 
suspended, or in which there is a want of susceptibility 
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of Stimuli, consists of infinite modifications, from the 
momentary transient fainting fit to a death-like torpor, 
of a day's duration. The susceptibility of irritation 
may be completely suppressed, and the appdLiently 
dead may be insensible of the strongest stimuli, such 
as the operation of the knife and the effects of a 
red-hot iron." 

M. Jotet, in *" De la Mort et de ses Caract^res,** gives 
the result of his own observations* in one hundred and 
sixty-two instances, in which apparent death lasted — 

In 7 from 36 to 42 hours. 

20 n 20t0 36 „ 

47 15 to 20 n 

58 8 to IS H 

30 ., 2to 8 „ 

The order of frequency of diseases in which these oc- 
curred was as follows: — Asphyxia, hysteria, apoplexy^ 
. narcotism, concussion of the brain, the cases of concus* 
sion being the shortest 

Like in the Grave, 

The length of time a person may live in the grave 
will depend upon similar concomitant conditions ; but» 
all things considered, a person buried while in a state 
of trance, catalepsy, asphyxia, narcotism, nervous shock* 
etc, and in any of the other states that cause apparent 
death without passing through a course of disease, and 
that occur during his or her usual health, will have a * 
longer struggle before life becomes extinct . than one 
whose strength had been exhausted by an attack of 
17 
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sicknessL Estimates of the duration of such a struggle 
difler considerably. Some writers believe that ''however 
intense, it must be short-lived." As to the prolongation 
of the horrible suffering incident to such tragic occur* 
fences. Dr. L^once Lenormand, in his'^Des Inhumations 
Precipit^," pp^ 2-4, observes — ''It is a mistake to think 
that a living person, enclosed in a narrow box^ and 
covered with several feet of earth, would sudcumb to 
immediate asphyxiation.**^ 

Dr. Charles Londe, in his "La Mort Apparente," 
fenuurks:— ** It has been calculated that, after one 

*y Van le coondnere de rerreur o& Ton tombefmil en adopunt cette 
popvUire, il rafBt de reflMir d'abofd qu*uii ceieueil n'est pas 
■KNil^ wax Ics propofftkNis dv eorpt qa'il oonUent; que, par 
tons Ics intcnrallcs sont lemplb d'air respinble, en quantity 
trts-giBiide, {gale &-pe««prb k no cube dont le c6t{ auiait 50 centimetres 
de haateur. Or, chsque inspiiation absorbe enTiron i,joo oentimitrcs 
cubes d*air dent Toaqrghie n'est employ^ dans lli^matose que pour la 
dnquttni e partie, le rcste <taat rendu pendant I'eipiiation; U en rcsulie 
done que daque laspirMioa ne eonsumme en thUti que 240 centimhres 
cubes* LlKMSBie, k Ptet noruMd, respire 4*pett-pris 800 Mm par heure ; 
ttt eonuM UB cube de 50 ocntlmicrcs de oftt^ contient 125,000 centimetres 
ctrfwSt on doit coodure que cstte quantity d'air pent inflire k $90 inspira- 
tioM Bo n tle i » cfcst k dire k sontitoir Is vie pendant prb de trois quarts 
dlmut. Mate, d*«i antrt e6t{, il est dteontr^, en botanlque, que I'air 
fitrt dans la tcne; eehd contcnu dans le ceicaeil pent done en partie le 
fCBouireler. On doit n^ecssairement tcnir compte de la nature du terrain 
6k le eercaeil a M d^pos^; §11 est lec, 1^6^ ou sablonneux, U laissen 
pMtrer, drculer pour, ainsi dire, I'air ataospbM)ne plus iaeilenent, 
que dco tertca humides, gnsMs ou arsilcuses. AJoutons enfin, que les 
quaacites determine plus baut pourraient toe iMuites de plus de moiti^, 
sans causer dtrectenent la mod. On iroit done qu'un bomme pent ynwn 
sous tene pendaM phisieurs beuies, et que ee temps sera d'autant plus 
eeuit que le sujet sera plus pMierique, c'est-i-diie predispose aax eon- 
oMfaialcs, piiisqne» dans ct cm, les inspirations seront plus 
I el plus 1 
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quarter of the quantity of atmospheric air contained an 
the coffin — approximately estimated at one hundred 
and twenty litres — ^was exhausted, death would set in ; 
therefore it is quite certain that, if the shroud is thick» 
and the coffin well closed, and the grave impenetrable 
to the atmosphere, life could not last more than forty 
to sixty minutes after inhumation. But is not that a 
century of torture ?•* 

Some allowance should be made for the persistence 
of the vital energy, which continues after all atmos- 
pheric air is cut off. ''Experiments on dogs show 
that the average duration of the respiratory rnove^ 
ments after the animal has been deprived of air is 
four minutes five seconds. The duration of the heart's 
action is seven minutes eleven seconds. The average 
of the heart's action, after the animal has ceased to 
make respiratory efforts, is three minutes fifteen 
seconds. These experiments further showed that a 
dog may be deprived of air during three minutes 
fifty seconds, and afterwards recover without the appli- 
cation of artificial meana"^ 

Prof. P. Brouardel, M.D., Paris, in ""La Mort 
Subite," p. 35i observes that:— ''A ddg, placed in a 
common coffin, lived five to six hours; but a dog 
occupies less room than a man, who, in such a coffin, 
when closed, would not have more than one hundred 
litres, so he would possibly live twenty minutes. I 
would not wish anybody to pass^,twenty such cruel 
minutes." 

''Mr. Bernard, a skilful surgeon of Paris, certified 

^ Report on ^'Sutpcndcd AnimatkHi.'' By a CommiUM of the Roy«I \ 

Med. Chinir. Society, July is, 186a 
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that, in the parish of Riol, he himself, and several 
6ther bystanders, saw a monk of the Order of St 
Francis, who had been buried for three or four days» 
taken from his grave breathing and alive, with his 
arms lacerated near the swathes employed to secure 
them ; but be died immediately after his releasement 
This gentleman also asserts that a faithful narrative 
of so memorable an accident was drawn up by public 
authority, and that the raising of the body was occa- 
sioned by a letter written from one of the monk's 
friends, in which it was affirmed that he was subject 
to paroxysms of catalepsy." — "* The Uncertainty of the 
Signs of Death," by Surgeon M. Cooper, Dublin, 1748. 

Historical Cases ok Live Burial. 

In a volume entitled ** Information Relative to 
Persons who have been Buried Alive," by Hetnrich 
Friedrich K6ppen, Halle, 1799, dedicated to Frederick 
William. III., King of Prussia, and Louise, Queen of 
Prussia, are the nine following amongst many other 



' ^EmgUuuL — Lady Russell, wife of a colonel in the army, was 
cbosid e ied dead, and only through the tender aflfection of her 
hasbamd was she saved from living buriaL He would not allow 
bcr to be taken away until decomposition would absolutely force 
bin to do sa After seven days, however, in the evening, when 
the bdls were risging, the faithful husband had the triumph to- 
see her eyes open and her return to full consckwsness." 

^HMi^ {^«uM/.--Medical Professor Junker, in Halle, a very 
huauuM nan, had a corpse of a suicide^by hanging— delivered 
iBT dissectioo at his college. « He was placed 00 a uble in the 
diiiiocting room, and covered with a doth. About midnight,. 
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while the professor was sitting at his writing*table in an a4Join- 
ing room, he beard a great noise in the dissecting room, and, 
fearing that cats were gnawing at the corpses, he went out, and 
saw the cloth in a disturbed condition, and on lifting it up 
found the corpse missing. As all the doors and windows were 
dosed, he searched the room, and found the missing one crouch- 
ing in a corner, trembling with cold, in the terror of death. 
He besought the professor for mercy, help^ and means for 
escape, as he was a deserter from the army, and he would be 
severely punished if caught. After consideration, the kind 
professor clothed him, and took him out of town at night as 
his own servant^passing the guards— pretending to be on a 
professional visit, and set him free in the country. Years after- 
wards he met the same nuin in Hamburg as a prosperous 
merchant" 

**Lcipsic, — The wife of the publisher, Mathi&us Homisch, died, 
and, according to the custom of the times, the coffin was opened 
before being put into the ground. The grave-digger noticed, 
golden rings on her fingers, and in the following night went to 
the grave to steal them — which he found was not easy to do- 
when suddenly she drew back her arm. The robber ran away 
frightened, leaving his lantern at the grave. The woman re* 
covered,- but could not make out where she was, and cried for 
help. No one heard her ; so she got out of the grave, took the 
lantern, and went to her home. Knocking at the door, the 
sen'ant called to know who it was. She replied : 'Your mistress. 
Open the door ; I am cold, and freezing to death.' The master 
was called, and happily she was restored to her home again, 
where she lived for several years longer." 

**P«ivtse^ Itafyt /7^*^A clergyman was buried, and noises 
were heard in his grave afterwards. Upon opening the grave 
and the coffin, the man was found alive^ and violently tremUinif 
with fright" 

** Partly 1/67.^ A carpenter was buried; noises were heard 
proceeding from his grave, and upon opening it he was found 
to be breathing. He was taken to his home, where he recovered.** 
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^SimUunk^^ IT^.^A young, healthy ffirl, on the way to a 
wedding, had an apoplectic stroke, as it was thought, and fell 
as if dead. The following day she was buried. The grave- 
digger, who was occupied near her grave that night, heard 
Boues in it, and being superstitious ran home in fright The 
IbUowing morning he returned to finish a grave he was digging, 
and heard the whining again from the girl's grave. He called 
lor hdp^ the grave was opened, when they found the girPtumed 
over, her lace scratched and bloody, her fingers bitten, and her 
mouth, full of blood. She was dead, with evidences of most 
dreadful suflering." 

^Frmme€, — Madame Lacour died after a long sickness, and 
was buried in a vault of a church, with all her jewels on. Her 
maid and the sexton opened the coffin the following night to 
steal the jewellery, when some hot wax from the candle they 
were using fell on the woman's (ace and woke her up. The 
robbers fled in fright, and the woman went back to her home. 
She lived many years afterwards, and had a son who became a 
priest, who in turn — inheriting his mother's nature — underwent 
a late similar to her own." 

'*LjwUt /nwMf.— The wife of a merchant died. Two days 
after her seeming death, and just before the time set for her 
burial, her husband, who^ it seems, had some doubts as to her 
death, had her taken from the coffin, and had a scarifier used 
IB cupping applied in twenty-five places without bringing any 
blood, but the twenty-sixth application brought her to conscious- 
with a scream, and she recovered completely." 



^Cadi/iac. — A woman had been buried in the morning. In 
the Iblkming morning whining was heard in her grave. It was 
opened, and the woman was found still alive, but she had 
mwtihited half of her right arm and the whole hand. She was 
finally restored." 

*The Spidaiar^ October il, 1895, publishes particulars 
of a case of reooveiyi after three days' interment, in 
Ireland See pp. 99, ico in this volume. 
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Kdppen's investigations led him to observe that 
** human life may appear to come to a stop, and no 
one can say it will not go on again, if time enough 
is allowed for it to do so. This even the most learned 
in medicine cannot explain away or deny; and the 
greatest precaution should be taken before death is 
declared to exist** 



\ . 
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CHAPTER XV. 
THE TREATMENT OF THE DEAD. 

Customs ok Savages. 

The following extracts from French, English-, and 
American authorities, who have made the subject of 
prems^ture burial one of patient research, show how 
the dead, or apparently dead, were treated in their* 
respective countries at the time they wrote, and when 
no reforms had been instituted. Buflbn, who wrote 
more than a century ago, said: — "^ Life often very nearly 
resembles death. Neither ten, nor twenty, nor twenty- 
four hours are sufficient to distinguish real from appa- 
rent death. There are instances of persons who have 
been alive in the grave at the end of the second and 
even the third day. Why, then, suffer to be interred 
so soon those whase lives we ardently wish to pro- 
long? Most savages pay more attention to deceased 
friends and relatives, and n^ard as the first duty what 
is but a ceremony with us. Savages respect their dead, 
clothe them, speak to them,/recite their exploits, extol 
their virtues; while we, who pique ourselves on our 
feelings, do not show common humanity; we forsake 
and fly from our dead. We have neither courage to 
look upon or speak to them ; we avoid every place 
which can recall their memory.** 

Danger of Hasty Conclusions 
In his ** History of the Modes of Interment among 
Diflerent Nation^" pp. I9i-i93i Mr. G. A. Walker, 
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surgeoiii quotes the following observations^ as deservint; 
consideration, on the subject of premature interment: — 
** On many occasions, in all places, too much precipi* 
tation attends this last office; or, if not precipitation, 
.a n^lect of due precautions in r^ard to the body in 
general; indeed, the most improper treatment that can 
be imagined is adopted, and many a person is made 
to descend into the grave before he has sighed his last 
breath. Ancient and modern authors leave us no doubt 
respecting the dangers or misconduct of such precipita- 
tion. It must appear astonishing that the attention of 
mankind has been, after all, so little aroused by an 
idea the most terrible that can be conceived on this 
side eternity. According to present usage, as soon as 
the semblance of death appears, the chamber of the 
sick is deserted by friends, relatives, and physicians ; ^ 
and the apparently dead, though frequently living, 
body is committed to the management of an ignorant 
and unfeeling nurse, whose care extends no further 
than laying the limbs straight, and securing her accus- 
tomed perquisites. The bedclothes are immediately 
removed, and the body is exposed to the air. This, 
when cold, must extinguish any spark of life that may 
remain, and which, by a diflferent treatment, might have 
been kindled into flame; or it may only continue to 
repress it, and the unhappy person afterwards revive, . 
amidst the horrors of the tomlx 

" The drflerence between the end of a weak life and 
the commencement of death is so small, and the un- 
certainty of the signs of the latter is so well established, 
that we can scarcely suppose underukers capable of 
distinguishing an apparent from a real death. Animals 
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which sleep in the winter show no signs or life. In 
this case, circulation is only suspended; but, were it 
annihilated, the vital spark does not so easily lose its 
action as the fluids of the body, and the principle of 
life, which long survives the appearance of death, tmy 
reanimate a body in which the action of all the organs 
seems to be at an end. But how difficult it is to de- 
termine whether this principle may not be revived! 
. . . Coldness, heaviness of the body, a leaden, livid 
colour, with a yellowness in the visage, are all very 
uncertain signs. M. Zimmermann observed them all 
upon the body of a criminal, who fainted through 
dread of that punishment which he had merited. He 
was shaken, dragged about, and turned in the same 
manner as dead bodies are, without the least signs of 
resistance, and yet, at the end of twenty-four hours, he 
was recalled to life hy means of the volatile alkali.** 
Mr. Walker's histor}' was written nearly sixty years 
ago^ but the custom he deprecated still continues. 

Custom in the United States. 

Dr. Moore Russell Fletcher, in his ** Suspended Ani- 
mation and Restoration," Boston, 1890, p. 19, speaking 
of the treatment of the dead in the United States, 
says : — ^ It is doubtful whether modem civilization has 
much advanced the rites of burial, or the means of 
pfeventing interment before positive death. The prac* 
tice now is, as soon as apparent death takes place, to 
b^n at once preparing the body for burial ; the 
relatives and physician desert the room, pack it in 
toe or open the windows, thus banishing any possible 
chance of reviving or resuscitating any spark of vitality 
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which may exist No examination is ever made by 
the physician or the friends to see if there are even 
the faintest signs of life present. Under such circum- 
stances, and witii no attempts made at disco\'ering 
- whether any signs of life were still present (but a 
hasty burial instead), it is not strange that cases of 
premature interment frequently occur.** 

The Fallacy of "Signs." 

The Rev. Walter Whiter, in his ** Dissertation on the 
Disorder of Death," 18 19, p. 328, sensibly observes: — 
"The signs marked on the dying and the dead are 
fallacious. The dying man may be the sinking man» 
exhausted by his malady, or perhaps exhausting his 
malady, and fainting under the conflict Exert all the 
arts which you possess, and which have been found, 
not only able to resuscitate and restore the dying, but 
even the dead ; rouse him from this perilous condition 
and suffer him not, by your supineness and neglect 
to pass into a state of putrefactive death.*' And in 
p. 363 : — ** If the humane societies had applied the 
same methods in various cases of natural death which 
they have adopted in the case of drowning, and if 
they had obtained a similar success in the cultivation 
of their art, the gloom of the bed of death would be 
brightened with cheering prospects, and would have 
become the bed of restoration and the scene of hope." 

Suggested New Vocation. 

In this connection we may remark that no profession 
is more overcrowded at the present time than that of \ 
medicine, particularly in the United Kingdom, the 
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English Colonies, and the United States. Hundreds 
of young men graduate from medical collies every 
year, vainly seeking openings for a practice; and 
some, for the purpose of gaining a livelihood, resort to 
expedients which the Lancet denounces as undignified, 
unprofessional, and disgraceful. Then, again, the num- 
ber of nurses and of those qualifying for this honour- 
able vocation is already in excess of the demand, and 
nursing institutions, under the keen competition to 
which' they are subjected, are reducing their charges. 
Now, the care and treatnient of the supposed dead is 
an honourable vocation, oflering a wide field for the 
instructed physician and the tender and sympathetic 
nurse, and if the appliances for resuscitation were 
always at hand, as they should be, in every hospital, 
town hall, mortuary, police station, and in all large 
hotels and churches, many lives, now subjected to the 
risks of premature burial, would be saved. While in 
London there are two or more houses or retreats for 
the dying, there is no place for the apparently dead 
but a shunned and n^lected coffin. The time is not 
far distant when the present mode of treating the 
dead and the apparently dead — a practice bom of 
superstition and fear, by which many are consigned 
to premature graves — ^will be catalogued amongst the 
barbarisms of the nineteenth century. 
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CHAPTER XVL 

NUMBER OF CASES OF PREMATURE 
BURIAL. 

CONXLUSIONS FROM KNOWN FACTS. 

Those interested in the movement, if we are right ii> 
designating the widespread feeling of discontent by this 
name, are occasionally asked if the cases of premature 
burial are numerous^ and what estimates, if any, have 
been made of them. We have no means of answering 
these queries. We do not even know the percentage 
of people who are subject to trance, catalepsy, shocks^ 
stroke of lightning, syncope, exhausting lethai^, ex- 
cessive opium-eating, or other diseases and conditions 
which produce the various death-counterfeits. Personal 
inquiries over a considerable portion of Europe, America, 
and the East prove that such cases are by no means of 
infrequent occurrence, and this is the deliberate conclu- 
sion of nearly all the authorities cited in this volume. 

Dr. Chambers wrote in 1787 — "Every age and 
country affords instances of surprising recoveries, after 
lying long for dead. From the number of those 
preserved by lucky accidents, we may conclude a far 
greater number might have been preserved by timely 
pains and skill." — Cited in ^ Mort Apparente et Mort 
R^elle," p. 17. 

In his introduction to the work . above cited, ''In- 
formation Relative to Persons who have been Buried 
Alive,"* by Heinrich Friedrich Koppen, Halle. 1799^ the 
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aothor says: — ^^ General Staff Medical Officer, D. O. 
in D^ states that, in his opinion, one-third of mankind 
are buried alive." This estimate is very obviously 
exaggerated, although many trustworthy experiences 
prove that a certain number of those who die have 
returned to consciousness in their graves. A great 
many are buried alive from ignorance of their relatives, 
who mistake coldness of the body, stoppage of the 
pulse and breathing, the colour of death, spots of 
discolouration, a certain odour, and stiffness of the 
limbs — which are only deceptive signs, and not the 
signs of real death. 

Wisdom of Delay in Burial. 

The very respectable Dr. Hufeland says: — ^~One 
cannot be too careful in deciding as to life or death, 
therefore I always advise a delay of the funeral as 
long as possible, so as to make all certain as to death. 
No wonder those who are buried alive, and who 
undergo indescribable torture, condemn those who 
have been dearest to them in life. They will have to 
undergo slow suffocation, in furious despair, while 
scratching their flesh to pieces, biting their . tongues, 
and smashing their heads against the narrow houses 
that confine them, and calling to their best friends, 
and cursing them as murderers. The dead should 
not be buried before the fourth day; we even have 
examples that prove that Eight days or a fortnight 
is too soon — as there have been revivals as late as 
that I say everyone should respect those who only 
seem to be dead. They should be treated gently, and 
kept in a warm bed for thirty-six houra" 
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Mr. John Snart, in his ** Thesaurus," pp. 27, aS, 
London, 18 17, says: — ^^The number of dmdful catas- 
trophes, arising from premature interment, 
that have been discwend only, or have transpired to 
man, above ground^ both in ancient and modem times, 
conveys to every reflecting mind the fearful thought 
that they are but a samfiU (per synecdochen) out of 
such an incalculable host, perhaps one in a thousand." 

Various Statistical Estimates. 

Professor Frori^p, quoted in Kempner's volume, 
says that — "* In 1829, arrangements were made at the 
cemetery, New York, so as to bury the corpses in 
such manner as not to prevent them communicatinf; 
with the outside world, in case any should have 
awakened to life ; and among twelve hundred persons _ 
buried six came to life again.'' In Holland, the same 
author states, of a thousand cases investigated, five 
came to life before burial, or at the grave. The Rev. 
J. G. Ouseley, in his pamphlet on ** Earth to Earth 
Burial/' London, 1895, estimates ''that two thousand 
seven hundred persons at least, in England and Wales, 
are yearly consigned to a living death, the most 
horrible conceivable" 

The Rev. Walter Whiter, in the " Disorder of Death," 
1819, p. 362, calls attention to one of the reports (of 
Humane Societies), where the following passage occurs: 
''Monsieur Thieurey, Doctor R^ent of the Faculty 
of Paris, is of opinion that one-third, or perhaps half, 
of those who die in their beds are not actually dead 
when they are buried. He does not mean to say that \ 

so great a number would be restored to life In the 
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intermediate state, which reaches from the instant of 
apparent death to that of total extinction of life, the 
body is not insensible to the treatment it receives, 
though unable to give any signs of sensibility." 

Maximilian Misson, in his ** Voyage Through Italy** 
vol. L, letter 5, tells us "that the number of persons 
who have been interred as dead when they> were 
really alive is very great, in comparison with those 
who ,have been, happily, rescued from their graves." 
He then proceeds to substantiate his statement by 
the recital of cases. 

Dr. Uonce L^normand, in his able treatise, ""Des 
Inhumations Pr^ipit^," has given his deliberate 
opinion that a thousandth part of the human race 
have been, and are, for want of knowledge, annually 
buried alive. 

M. Le Guem, in his ''Danger des Inhumations 
Prdcipitdes," which has passed through several editions, 
declares that he has personally met with forty-six 
cases of premature burial in twelve years. He de- 
voted thirty years to the study of the facts, and 
collected a list of two thousand three hundred and 
thirteen cases from various sources. He estimates the 
number of premature burials in France at two per 
thousand. 

On February 37, 1866, the petition of M. Comot 
was presented to the French Senate by M. de la 
Gueronni^re, stating that a comparatively lai^ number 
of persons are annually buried alive. This statement 
he supported by statistics. The author has tried to 
procure a copy of this petition, but these documents 
are not published by the State department 
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A Medical Man's Caution. 

The following appears in the Lanui June 14, 1884* 
p. 1104: — 

. ** Sir,— That this is an incident that does happen* 
and frequently has happened, has for some years past 
been my firm conviction ; and during epidemics^ 
particularly in the East, its possible contir^^ency has 
frequently caused me much anxiety; and when the 
burial has, for sanitary reasons, had to be very 
hurried, I always made it a rule to withhold my 
certificate, unless I had personally inspected the body 
and assured myself of the fact of death. 

**The reason and necessity for extreme caution in 
such matters were impressed vividly upon me some 
years ago, when visiting the crypt of the cathedral at 
Bordeaux, where two bodies were shown, to whom, I 
think it obvious, this most terrible of all occurrences 
must have happened; and I am unable to attribute 
the position in which they were found in their coflfms, 
and the look of horror which their faces still displayed, 
to any action of rigor mortis or any other posi-morUm 
change, but simply and solely to their having awakened 
to a full appreciation of their most awful position. In 
the case of one of these bodies, which was found 
lying on its side, the legs were drawn up nearly to a 
level with the abdomen, and the arms were in such a 
position as to convey the impression that both they 
and the legs had been used in a desperate, but futile, 
attempt to push out the side of the coffin; whilst 
the look of horror remaining on the face was simply 

indescribable. In the other case, the body was found 
18 
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lying on its face, the anns extended above the head, 
as if attempting to push out the top of the coffin. In 
the year 1870 these two bodies were still on view; 
and the attendants used to dwell at some length upon 
the horrofs of being interred alive. It appears that 
some years prior to 1870, in making excavations in a 
churchyard in the immediate vicinity of the cathedral, 
the workmen came upon a belt of ground that 
apparently was impregnated with some antiseptic 
material, as all the bodies within this belt, to the 
number of about two hundred, were found to be 
almost as perfect as when they were buried ; of these 
a selection appears to have been made; and at the 
time I mention about thirty or forty were exhibited, 
propped up on iron frames, in the crypt of the 
cathedraL The impression left on my mind at 
the time was, that if out of two hundred bodies so 
discovered there could be two in which, to say the 
least, there is a strong probability of live interment, 
this awful possibility was a thing that should receive 
moie attention than b generally devoted to it — I am, 
sir, your obedient servant, 

-H. S. 
"Bayswater, June i<^ 1884.** 

Conditions in France. 

Protests against the present state of the law in France 
are very frequent M. Gaubert in ^'Les Chambres 
Mortuaires d'Attente," page 80^ says: ** During the 
monarchy of July petitions have not ceased to come in 
from all parts of France to the Chamber of Deputies.** 
For a great number of years, said the Deputy Varin, 
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in the sitting of April lo^ 1847, every year petitions 
having the same object (the prevention of premature 
burial) are presented to the Chambers and referred to 
the Ministry. What has been done, however? Nothing ! 
Again M. Gaubert, on p. 88| referring to resolutions 
of the General Councils of the Departments, observes : 
"^That under the movement of protest, which we are 
examining and find particularly serious, is shown the 
widespread character which it assumes. It is, indeed, 
from all parts of France, and under every form, that 
the sad complaints of the public (for the prevention 
of premature burial) arrive at the office of the Minister 
of the Interior. Those protests adopted by the General 
Councils (of Departments) were not the less numerous 
nor the less conspicuous in important places. Many 
of those who take the trouble to petition or draw up. 
resolutions have been prompted to action by melan* 
-choly experience of such catastrophes in their own 
families." 

M. Gaubert, in ** Les Chambres Mortuaires d'Attente"* 
(Paris, 1895), pp. 193-195, says that in France there are 
in round numbers thirty-six thousand Communes, and 
it is beyond doubt that in every one of these will be 
fpund cases of premature burial. Communes with a 
population of eight hundred have even several. Dr. 
Pineau has recorded twelve in the single Commune of 
Fontenay-le-Comte in Poitou. In the large towns, 
especially in those which have great hospitals, the pro- 
portion is more considerable. In Paris, Dr. Rousseau, 
verificateur of the dead, in 1853 wrote: '^Le mMecin 
n'est jamais appel^ que pour constater la mort \ 

apparente." M. Gaubert declares that he would not 
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be far from the truth in estimating the number of 
victims to apparent death at eight thousand a year, 
and asks if France be so rich in population as to be 
able to pay such an enormous tribute. Dr. Josat,.* 
laur^t de Tlnstitut, declares that a considerable 
number of people refuse to visit France through fear 
that they might be overtaken by apparent death and 
precipitately buried alive. . 

In England, India» and the Continent. 

The UfuUrtaker^ Journal^ July 22, 1889, the editor 
of which has excepttonal opportunities of knowing the 
true facts, observes : "^ It has been proved beyond all 
contradiction that there are more burials alive than is 
generally supposed. Stories of these cases are numer- 
ous. Five cases are reported ^n p. 85 of this same 
issue, one the wife of a well-known tradesman at St. 
Leonards, medically pronounced dead, but who revived 
before it was too late. Many undertakers could 
describe similar experiences.** 

Dr. Roger S. Chew, of Calcutta, in reply to the 
author's inquiries while in India in the early part of 
the year 1896, says: *" There are hundreds of instances 
on record where from some cause, as syncope, shock,, 
chloroform, hysteria, or other condition not clearly 
understood, the powers of life assumed a static con- 
ditkm in which oxidation was completely arrested, 
carbonification was held in abeyance, and nitrification 
maintained at positive rest, with the consequence that 
the vital functions have passed into a condition of 
hibernation or apparent death so closely simulating 
real or absolute death as to render diflerential diagnosis. 
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an almost impossibility, and to lead to the interment or 
cremation while yet alive of a body apparently dead" 

Dr. Franz Hartmann, of Halleini Austria, whose 
book, ** Buried Alive,** is now being translated into 
French, has collected seven hundred cases of premature 
burial and narrow escapes, several of which have oc- 
curred in his own neighbourhood, and is of opinion 
that the actual danger to every member of the human 
family is of serious proportions, and that the subject 
should not be trifled with. He is a strong advocate 
for cremation as offering the easiest practical method 
of prevention. 

It will have been noticed that whenever the subject 
of premature burial has been introduced in an influential 
journal published in England, the United States, or 
the Continent, one contribution follows another in 
quick succession by persons furnishing particulars of 
cases of trance, catalepsy, and of narrow escapes from 
living burial. The Paris Figaro opened its columns 
some years ago for this subject, and in fifteen days 
received four hundred letters from all parts of France. 
When we consider that nearly all the reported cases 
of resuscitation have come about spontaneously and 
independently of human intervention, it becomes 
evident, owing to our ignorance and apathy, that 
•cases of premature burial are far from infrequent, and 
our churchyards and cemeteries, like those examined 
by Dr. Thouret in Paris, are probably the silent 
witnesses of unnumbered unspeakable silent tragedies. 
Immediate l^islation is called for to remedy a national 
evil, and to remove the feeling of disquietude which 
extensively prevails. 
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In Ireland. 

As an illustration of hasty burial in Ireland, the 
following report of a meeting of the Roscrea Guardians 
is taken from the Kin£s County CkrtmicU^ Parsons- 
town, Ireland, August 27* 1896. 

* Thursday— Present: T. Jackson, D.V.C.,-in the 
chair; L & Maher, J,P.; M. Bergin, J.P.; W. J. 
Menton, W. Jackson, P. Roe. 

" Mr. Roe — ^You made short work of Jack Ryan at 
the chapel of Knock. He was alive and speaking at 
three o'clock, and buried at six the same day. The 
Master stated that, it being supposed the man died from 
an infectious disease, no person would assist in coffining 
him till a message came asking that he (the Master) 
would send out some of the male inmates, and he sent 
two and had him coffined and interred. Mr. Roe — ^The 
man was not cold when he was buried Master — The 
nun tells me the man had an ounce of tobacco clasped 
tightiy in his hands. Chairman — What disease had he ? 
Clerk — Pneumonia was certified by the doctor. The 
people believed that he had died from an infectious 
disease, and insisted he should be buried immediately* 
Mr. Roe — It was certainly short work — a man dying at 
three o'clock and buried at six. Master — ^This man was 
married to a woman who was a nurse in the old 
Donoughmore workhouse, and they lived at Drumar^ 
Knock."* 
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CHAPTER XVII. 
EMBALMING AND DISSECTIONS. 

The work of dtstnt^^tion oommences directly death 
of the body takes place, and, according to most impor- 
tant researches by M. M^in in ''La Faune dcs 
Cadavres,** is the result of the operations of successive 
colonies of insects — ^"the labourers of death," some 
eight diflferent species in all, which pursue their offices 
according to the particular stage of decomposition for 
which their services are required 

This valuable work of disintegration is arrested by 
the process of embalming, which consists in the injec- 
tion of various toxic substances; and were this process 
universal it would mean the rather inadvisable preserva- 
tion of immense numbers of human bodies, and, at the 
same time, it would occasionally lead to the defeat of 
justice where death by poisoning had occurred 

There are those, however, who claim advantages for 
the processes of embalming and dissection. 

Their Claims. 

An intelligent and observing correspondent writes 
to the author that "under the prevailing custom of 
embalming in vogue in the United States, it is almost 
impossible to have a living burial, as the injection of 
the fluids used in the operation would prevent revival 
and make death certain. Of course, the class denomi- ^ 
nated *poor folks,' who cannot aflbrd this security. 
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have to take their chances with the mysteries of trance 
and other forms of apparent death, as well as with 
ignorance, indiflTerence, and unseemly haste, that seem 
to encompass a man at a time when he is in need of 
the inost considerate care.** 

Embalming is no doubt preferable, as was thought 
by the late Lady Burton, to the risks, prevailing in 
almost all .countries, of burial before careful medical 
examination, for the reason that it is better to be killed 
* outright by the embalmer's poisonous injections, or even 
to come to life under the scalpel of the anatomist, than 
to recover undei^round A leading New York investi- 
gator has openly declared his belief that a considerable 
number of human beings (supposed by their relatives to 
be dead, but who are really only in a state of death- 
trance) are annually killed in America by the embalming 
process. 

The late Miss Frances Power Cobbe was so impressed 
by the fear of being buried alive, for reasons which 
are recited on page 126, that she preferred being killed 
outright by the surgeon's knife, rather than run the risk 
she so much dreaded Consequently, her will contained 
the following solemn injunction to her medical adviser, 
which was duly carried out by the editor of this work : 
** To perform on my body the operation of completely 
and thoroughly severing the arteries of the neck and 
windpipei nearly severing the head altogether, so as 
to make any revival in the grave absolutely impossible. 
If this operation be not performed, and its completion 
witnessed by one or other of nay executors, and testified 
by the. same, I pronounce all bequests in this will to 
be. null and. void" . 
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The Risks of Embalming. 

Dr. P. J. Gibbons, M.A., says:—- ^'In my mind 
there is no doubt that bodies in which h'fe is not 
extinct are embalmed.'' 

The Select Committee of the House of Commons 
appointed in 1893 to enquire into the subject of 
Death-Certification, suggest in their report that in 
all cases where it is desired to embalm a dead body 
an authorisation should be obtained from the Home 
Secretary. This is probably intended to prevent 
concealing cases of death by poisoning. The Select 
Committee might very well have extended its recom* 
mendations to the need of verifying the death before 
the embalmer was allowed to exercise his art on the 
subject Legislation in the United States, where- 
embalming is extensively practised among well-to-do 
people, is a matter of urgent necessity. The author 
is aware of only one town where the city ordinance 
enforces such verification before permitting burial. 

In the second edition of Dr. Curry's ''Observations 
on Apparent Death," 18 15, p. 105, the case is cited of 
William, Earl of Pembroke, who died April lo^ 163a 
When the body was opened in order to be embalmed 
be was observed, immediately after the incision was 
made, to lift up his hand. 

F. Kempner, in '^ Denkschrift," p. 6, says: — 

"Owing to some great mental excitement, the 
Cardinal Spinosa fell into a state of apparent death. 
He was declared to be dead by his physicians, and 
they proceeded to open his chest for the purpose of 
embalming his body. When the lungs were laid 



Digitized by 



Google 



' ^74 EMBALMING AND DISSECTION& ' - 

^ open, the heart hcgm to beat again; the Cardinal 

returned to consciousness, and was just able to grasp 
the knife of the surgeon, when he fell back and died 
in reality.- » 

I The J&umal de Rmun^ Aug. 5, 1837, relates the 

I folk>wing : — 

"Cardinal Somaglia was seized with a severe ill- 
ness, from extreme grief; he fell into a state of 

^ syncope, which lasted so long that the persons around 

him thought him dead. Preparations were instantly 
made to embalm his body, before the putrefactive 
process should commence, in order that he might be 
placed in a leaden coffin, in the family vault The 
operator had scarcely penetrated into his chest, when 
the heart was seen to beat The unfortunate patient, 
who was returning to his senses at that moment, had 
still sufficient strength to push away the knife of the 
surgeon, but too late, for the lung had been mortally 

I wounded, and the patient died in a most lamentable 

manner.** 

! Dr. Hartmann in ** Premature Burial,** p. 80, says : — 

I "The celebrated actress Mdlle. Rachel died at Paris,. 

on 4th January, 1858. After the process of embalm- 
ing her body had already b^;un, she awoke from her 
trance^ but died ten hours afterwards owing to the 

[ injuries that had been inflicted upon her." 

I The CiUsHai City, New York, June 15, 1889, records 

I the thrilling experience of Mrs. Eleanor Fletcher 

•Bishop, the mother of the celebrated mind-reader. 

I * Anent the unseemly haste exercised by the doctors 

I 

I tQaoud by Dr. FisM HsitttSBala ««PMaatuM 
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who made the autopsy on her son, the old lady stated 
what terrible perils she at one time barely escaped. 
* I am subject to the same cataleptic trances in which 
my boy often fell/ said Mrs. Bishop. 'One can see 
and hear everything, but speech and movement are 
paralyzed. It is horrible. For six days, some years- 
ago, I was in a trance, and saw arrangements being 
made for my funeral. Only my brother's determined 
resistance prevented them from embalming me, and I 
lay there and heard it all. On the seventh day I came 
to myself, but the agony I endured left its mark for 
ever."" 

The Risks of Dissection. 

Mr. M. Cooper, surgeon, in his admirable little volume 
''The Uncertainty of the Signs of Death," London,. 
1746, p. 196, observes that "those who are dissected, 
run no risk of being interred alive. The operation is an 
infallible means to secure them from so terrible a fate. 
This is one advantage which persons dissected have 
over those who are, without any further ceremony, shut 
up in their coffins." 

The following from Ogston's "Medical Jurisprudence,'** 
P* 370, is a case in point (quoted by the Lanaf): — ^"In 
October, 1840, a servant girl, who had retired to bed 
apparently in perfect health, was found the following 
morning, as it appeared, dead. A surgeon who was 
called pronounced her to have been dead for some 
hours. A coroner's inquest was summoned for four 
o'clock, and the reporter and the surgeon who had been 
called in to the girl were ordered to inspect the body 
previous to its sitting. On proceeding to the house for ^ 
this purpose at two o'clock, the inspectors found the girl 
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lying in bed in an easy posture, her face pallid, but 
placid and composed, as if she were in a deep sleep, 
while the heat of the body had not diminished. A vein 
was opened by them, and various stimuli applied, but 
without affording any sign of resuscitation. After two 
hours of hesitation and delay, a message being brought 
that the jury were waiting for their evidence, they were 
forced to proceed to the inspection. In moving the 
body for this purpose, the warmth and pliancy of the 
limbs were such as to give the examiners the idea that 
they had to deal with a living subject I The internal 
cavities, as they proceeded, were found so warm that a 
very copious steam issued from them on exposure. All 
the viscera were Jn a healthy state, and nothing was 
detected which could throw the smallest light on the 
cause of this person's death." Tidy (^'Legal Medicine") 
part L, p. 140, remarks thereon— ** A mistake had no 
doubt been made in this case, as its warmth was not 
caused by decomposition." 

In the " Cyclopaedia of Practical Medicine," edited by 
Sir John Forbes, M.D., and others, 1847, vol. i., 
PP* 548-9i wc find the following :—*' Nothing is more 
certain than death ; nothing is more uncertain at times 
than its reality; and numerous instances are recorded 
of persons prematurely buried, or actually at the verge 
of the grave, before it was discovered that life still 
remained ; and even of some who were resuscitated by 
the knife of the anatomist . . • Bruhier, a cele- 
brated French physician, who wrote on the uncertainties 
of the signs of death in 1742, relates an instance of a 
young woman upon whose supposed corpse an anato- 
mical examination was about to be made when the first 
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Stroke of the scalpel revealed the trutli ; she recovered^ 
and lived many years afterwards. The case related by 
Philippe Pue is somewhat similar. He proceeded to 
perform the Caesarean section upon a woman who had 
. to all appearance died undelivered, when the first incision 
betrayed the awful fallacy under which he acted. . . . 
'There is scarcely a dissecting-room that has not some 
traditional story handed down of subjects restored to 
life after being deposited within its walls. Many of 
these are mere inventions to catch the ever greedy ear 
of curiosity ; but some of them are, we fear, too well 
founded to admit of much doubt To this class belongs 
the circumstance related by Louis, the celebrated French 
writer on medical jurisprudence. A patient who was 
supposed to have died in the Hospital Salp^ti^re was 
removed to hb dissecting-room. Next morning Lx>uis_ 
was informed that moans had been heard in the theatre; 
and on proceeding thither he found to his horror that 
the supposed corpse had revived during the night, and 
had actually died in the struggle to disengage herself 
from the winding sheet in which she was enveloped. 
This was evident from the distorted attitude in which 
the body was found. Allowing for much of the fiction 
with which such a subject must ever be mixed, there is 
still sufficient evidence to warrant a diligent examination 
of the means of discriminating between real and apparent 
death; indeed, the horror with which we contemplate a 
mistake of the living for the dead should excite us to 
the pursuit of knowledge by which an event so^repug* 
nant to our feelings may be avoided. ... If life 
depends upon the presence of a force or power con* \ 
tinually opposed to the action of physical and chemical 
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laws, real death will be the loss of this force, and the 
abandonment of oi^anised bodies to these agents; 
while apparent death will be only the suspension of 
the exercise of life, caused by some derangement of 
the functions which serve as instruments of vital action. 
This suspension must have been lost for a considerable 
time, if we may judge by the cases collected by 
credible authors, to some of which we have alluded, 
and by the numerous instances of drowned persons 
restored to life after long submersion. From this 
<]efinition of life and death, it would follow that 
putrefaction is the only evidence of real death.** 

Mistakes ok Eminent Anatomists. 

The historical instance of Vesalius has been ques- 
tioned, but the facts appear to be unrefuted. 

''Andreas Vesalius, successively first physician to 
Charles the Fifth and his son Philip the Second of 
Spain, being persuaded that a certain Spanish gentle- 
num, whom he had under management, was dead, asked 
liberty of his friends to lay open his body. His request 
being granted, he no sooner plunged his dissecting- 
knife in the body than he observed signs of life in it, 
since, upon opening the breast, he saw the heart palpi- 
Utii^. The friends of the deceased, horrified by the 
accident, pursued Vesalius as a murderer; and the 
judges inclined that he should suffer as sucIl By the 
entreaties of the King of Spain, he was rescued from the 
threatening danger, on condition that he would expiate 
his crime by undertaking a vo}rage to the Holy Land." 
The account of an accident that befell another 
anatomist is taken from TerillL 
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** A lady of distinction in Spain, being seized with an 
hysteric suffocation so violent that she was thought 
irretrievably dead, her friends empIo>'ed a celebrated 
anatomist to lay open her body to discover the cause of 
her death. Upon the second stroke of the knife she 
was roused from her disorder, and exhibited evident 
signs of life by her lamentable shrieks extorted by the 
faul instrument This melancholy spectacle struck the 
bystanders with so much consternation and horror that 
the anatomist, now no less condemned and abhorred 
than before applauded and extolled, was forthwith 
obliged to quit not only the town but also the province 
in which the guiltless tragedy was acted. But though 
he quitted the now disagreeable scene of the accident, 
a groundless remorse preyed upon his soul, till at last 
a fatal melancholy put an end to his life.** 

Le Guem, in "Du Danger des Inhumations Pr^- 
pit^" chap, iv., p. 34, relates that ** The Abh6 Provost 
was found in the forest of Chantilly perfectly insensible. 
They thought him dead. A surgeon proceeded to 
make a posi-fnortitn; but hardly had he put the scalpel 
in the body of the unfortunate victim before the sup- 
posed corpse uttered a cry, and the surgeon realised the 
mistake he had made. Provost only became conscious 
to feel aware of the horror of the death by which he 
perished.** 

Dr. Franz Hartmann, in his '' Premature Burial,'* p. 80, 
has the following : — 

''In May, 1864, a man died very suddenly at an 
hospital in the State of New York, and as the doctors 
could not explain the cause of the death they resolved' 
upon a posUmorUm examination, but when they made 
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the first cut with the knife, the supposed dead man 
jumped up and grasped the doctor's throat The doctor 
was'terrified« and died of apoplexy on the spot, but the 
*dead ' man recovered fully.** 

Brigade-Surgeon W. Curran in his eighth paper,, 
entitled "Buried Alive,* relates the following :—*" At 
the Medical College at Calcutta, on the ist of Feb- 
ruaiy, 1861,** so writes my friend as above, "the body 
of a. Hindu male, about twenty-five years of age, was 
brought from the police hospital for dissection. . . » 
It was brought to the dissecting-room about six; 
a.nL, and the arteries were injected with arsenical 
solution about seven. At eleven the prosector opened 
the thorax and abdomen for the purpose of dissecting 
the sympathetic nerve. At noon Mr. Macnamara 
distinctly saw the heart beating; there was a r^ular 
rhythmical vermicular action of the right auricle and 
ventricle. The pericardium was open, the heart being 
freely exposed, and lying to the left in its natural 
position. The heart's action, although r^^Iar, wa» 
very weak and slow. The left auricle was also in 
action, but the left ventricle was contracted and rigid^ 
and apparently motionless. These spontaneous con- 
tractions continued till about 1245 p.m., and, further,, 
the right side of this oigan contracted on the application 
of a stimulus, such as the point of a scalpel, etc, for a 
quarter of an hour longer." — Healthy May 3i, 1886, p. I2i. 

Bruhier, in his work, ** Dissertation sur Tlnoertitude 
de la Mort et TAbus des Enterrements,** records a 
number of cases of the supposed dead, who, after burial, 
were revived at the dissecting table, together with fifty- 
three that awoke in their coffins before being buried. 
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fifty-two persons actually buried alive, and seven^^two 
other cases of apparent death. This was at a time 
when body-snatching was in vogue, and it is a curious 
comment on our civilization to be compelled to admit 
that a subject of trance or catalepsy during the 
eighteenth or the early part of the last oentuiy had 
a better chance of escape from so terrible a fate than 
now, when the vocation of the resurrection-man has 
become obsolete. 



19 



Digitized by 



Google 



- CHAPTER XVIII. 

DEATH. CERTIFICATION. 

The State ok the Law. 

At^ the conclusion of a series of inquests at Stepney, 
on September 5, 19039 Mr. Wynne E. Baxter, the 
coroner, mentioned an extraordinary case which bears 
immediately upon the subject of death-certification. 

It appears that a little child had been twice attended 
to in the casualty department of the East London 
Children's Hospital for some trifling disorder. A few 
days after the last visit to that institution, the mother 
went to pick the child up, and found it apparently 
dead. Under this apprehension she went to the hospital 
and endeavoured to obtain a death-certificate, but on 
her return home she found the child alive. The 
casualty officer at the hospital, who had found nothing 
sufficiently wrong with the child to account for the 
sudden death, refused a certificate, and reported the 
supposed death to the coroner. The assistant officer of 
the coroner then proceeded to arrange the preliminaries 
for an inquest, but on calling at the parent's house 
found the child alive. 

The recital of this case was the cause of consider- 
able public criticism, and several of the daily news- 
papers dwelt strongly upon the allied lax and 
perfunctory manner of granting death certificates in 
hospitals. The British Medical faumat^ of September 
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12, commenting upon this criticism, says: — •To 
impose on hospital residents the duty of viewing the 
corpse in every case before granting a death certifi- 
cate would be to disorganise totally every department 
of the hospital on many days of the week. Such a 
duty, moreover, is not imposed on private practitioners 
\)^ho have many more facilities for visiting their 
patients' residences. To expect the visiting out* 
patient staflf, too, to view the corpse before granting 
a death-certificate would be to inflict such a burden 
that no gentlemen would . be found willing to take 
such posts.*' 

In the present case the casualty officer had found 
nothing sufficiently wrong to account for death, "yet,** 
continues the British Medical Jourmd^ ** had the child 
been seriously ill on his seeing it, and the death was 
reported to him by the nearest relative, the mother, 
he would have had no option allowed him by the 
law but to grant the certificate." 

This sums up very fairly the present state of the 
law as to the granting of death-certificates. It is the 
regular practice of medical men, who have been in 
attendance upon patients seriously ill, to accept the 
statement of the friends that the patient has died, 
and to give a certificate at once without any inspec* 
tion of the body. According to the l^al form of 
death • certificate, "Sprinted by the authority of the 
R^istrar-General,** he is under no obligation to satisfy 
himself that the patient is dead; indeed, a space is 
left for him to write the words ~as I am- informed,* 
should he not be satisfied about it And, whilst 
elaborate instructions are given as to the way in 
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which the death -certificates are to be filled up, no 
caution or instruction is given as to the absolute 
signs of death, or what steps should be taken in 
doubtful cases. 

An illustration of this lack of investigation before 
granting a death -certificate occurred a few months 
prior to the case cited above, namely, in July, 1903^ 
at Glamoi^n Assizes, when a married woman was 
charged with unlawfully obtaining by false pretences 
the sum of £$ los. from the Royal London Friendly 
Society, in respect of the alleged death of her child, 
at Swansea, on 17th June. The Grand Jury made 
some very pertinent observations r^arding the con« 
duct of the doctor in granting a certificate of death 
without actual knowledge; and Mr. Justice Channell, 
before passing sentence, offered the doctor an oppor- 
tunity of giving an explanation of the course he had 
pursued. The doctor claimed "the usual practice '^ 
as his excuse, and, after a long colloquy, the judge 
remarked: **! am quite sure, if this custom is universal, 
it is nevertheless wrong." 

Parliamentary Inquiry. 

A Select Committee of the House of Commons, 
under the chairmanship of Sir Walter Foster, M.D., 
was appointed on March 27, 1893, to inquire into the 
subject of death-certification in the United Kingdom. 
Fourteen sittings were held, and thirty-two witnesses 
examined All the witnesses practically agreed as 
to the serious defects in the law, and a number of 
reoommendations were made. It was shown that in 
about tour per cent of the cases the cause of death 
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was ill defined and unspedfied» many practitioners 
having forms specially printed for their own use, in 
which all mention of medical attendance was omitted, 
the object being to enable the doctor to give certificates 
in cases which he has never attended. Numerous 
deaths attended by unqualified practitioners were certi- 
fied by qualified practitioners who had probably never 
seen the cases; and deaths were certified by medical 
practitioners who had not seen the patient for weeks or 
months prior to death, and who knew only by hearsay 
of the deaths having occurred. Deaths were also 
.certified in which the true cause was suppressed in 
deference to the feelings of survivors; these last in 
particular were reported to be very numerous. 

In Q. 3552-83 remarkable evidence was produced 
as to the reckless mode of death -certification. One 
medical witness testified that he saw a certificate of 
death, signed by a roistered medical practitioner, 
giving both the fact and the cause of death of a man 
who was actually alive at the time, and who lived four 
days afterwards, with facts of even a more startling 
character described as "murder made easy." It was 
pointed out that fraud and irrq^larity in giving false 
declarations of death are by no means infrequent 
Various other matters were treated, and the following 
are some of their recommendations: — 

1. That in no case should a death be registered without the 
production of a certiiicate of the cause of death by a registered 
medical practitioner, or by a coroner after inquest, or, in Scotland, 

by a procurator*fiscaL \^ 

2. That in each saniury district a registered medical prsctitioner 
should be appointed as public medical certifier of the cause of 
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death ia cases in which a certificate from a medical practitioner 
ia attendance was ntii forthcoming. 

3. That a medical practitioner in attendance should be required, 
before giving a certificate of death, to personally inspect the body, 
bat Hf on the ground of distance, or for other sufficient reason, he 
is unable to make this inspection himsell^ he should obtain and 
attach to the certificate of the cause of death a certificate signed 
by two persons, neighbours, verifying the fact of death. 

4. That medical practitioners be required to send certificates 
of death direct to the registrar instead of handing them to the 
rdatives of the deceased. 

5. That a form of certificate of death should be prescribed, and 
that medical practitioners should be required to use such form. 

Sir Henry Thompson's Criticism. 

As a commentary upon the above recommendations, 
the Tiitus of May 23, 1896, publishes the following 
report: — 

** At the special meeting of the Metropolitan Counties 
Branch of the British Medical Association, held last 
night at the Museum of Practical GeoIog>% Jermyn 
Street, the subject of an improvement in the present 
procedure in death certification and registration came 
up for discussion. Sir W. Priestley, M.P., president, 
took the chair. 

''Sir Henry Thompson moved the following resolu- 
tion: — ^Considering that a Select Committee of the 
House of Commons has in 1893 made an extended 
inquiry into the subject of death certification and 
registration on the plan now followed in this country, 
and has reported that it manifestly fails to accomplish 
the purpose for which it wasi designed, this meeting is 
of 'opinion that Her Majesty's Government should be 
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respectfully memorialized to bring in a bill as soon as 
possible to give eflect to an improved procedure in 
general accordance with the suggestions oflTered in the 
Committee's report' He said that» during the last 
twenty years or more» circumstances had. not unfre- 
quently occurred to attract public attention to the 
existence of grave defects in the system of death- 
certification adopted in this country, whether r^arded 
as a safeguard against criminal attempts on life or 
as a means of forming trustworthy records of disease 
for scientific purposes. From the R^istrar-General's 
report for England and Wales for the year 1892, it 
was shown that in fifteen thousand cases of death no 
inquiry had been made as to its cause, and that no 
certificate had been obtained from any source — a 
number amounting to nearly three per cent on the 
total returned for the year. On the same authority it 
appeared that in twenty-five thousand more, or four and 
a half per cent, the cases ' were so inadequately certified 
as not to be classifiable/ making together a class of 
seven and a half per cent in which no evidence of any 
value as to the cause of death existed. After what had 
already been done in the matter, all that appeared to 
be necessary at present seemed to him to be that they 
should forward a memorial to the Home Secretary, with 
a request that he would consider the important work 
which had been already done by the Select Committee, 
and, if he saw fit, take steps to embody their recom- 
mendations in an Act of Parliament, for the purpose of 
giving the country a greatly improved procedure in 
exchange for that at present employed. Dr. Isambard 
Owen, in the absence of Dr. Farquharson, M.P., seconded 
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the resolution, and asserted that the State now winked 
at an exceedingly loose system of death-certification, 
since under the present procedure it was possible for a 
medical man to give a death certificate on a patient 
whom he might not have seen for an interval of several 
weeks, and perhaps months. The resolution yvas sup- 
ported by Dr. Nelson Hardy, Dr. Alderson, Dr. Hugh 
Woods, Dr. Sykes, and others, and was unanimously 
adopted** 

Uncertified Causes of Death. 

The condition of things mentioned by Sir Henry 
Thompson has improved somewhat in succeeding years, 
but it leaves much to be desired. In reply to Mr. 
Corrie Grant, Mr. Akers Douglas, the Home Secretary, 
stated on the 5th March, 1905, that the numbers of 
deaths of which the causes were not certified are as 
follows : — 

1897 1I1I03 



1898 

1899 
1900 
1901 



10441 
IOJ4S 

9,986 



The matter is dealt with on p. xxix. of the Registrar 
General's Report for 1902. The last published figures 
for 1901 represent slightly under two per cent of all 
roistered deaths. 

The Parliamentary Committee above referred to 
omitted an unexampled opportunity of inquiring into 
the facts of premature buriaL They could have sum- 
moned pathologists who had made trance and catalepsy 
a subject of close and searching investigation, as well as 
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physicians who, in their practice, have been called in to 
decide upon cases of apparent death, and witnesses up 
and down the country who know of such cases, aiid 
others who have met with narrow escapes from these 
horrible mishaps. Instead of taking this reasonable 
course of procedure, the Committee contented them- 
selves by examining two or three medical men, who had 
been summoned to give evidence upon the irr^ularitieft 
of death certification only, and whose negative and 
apathetic replies showed either that the subject had 
never engaged their attention or that they were 
unwilling to charge any member of the profession with 
a fault so ruinous to his professional reputation as to be 
unable to discriminate between the living and the dead. 
No questions were submitted to the witnesses as to the 
signs of death, the characteristics of catalepsy, trance, 
asphyxia, syncope, etc, or how to distinguish these from 
death, or with reference to the submission of tests in 
doubtful cases in order to ascertain the fact of death. 
Indeed, it may be observed that the investigation 
r^arding a most vital point connected with death* 
certification appears to have entirely escaped the notice 
of this tribunal. 

The Burial Act of 190a 

This Act of Parliament, which involves important 
changes in the law affecting burial authorities, came 
into operation on the ist January, 1901. That is, 
seven years after the Parliamentary enquiry already 
referred to, and more than four years after the pass- 
ing of the important resolution quoted abovCi Amon^ 
the clauses are the following : — 
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I, Consecfation ; 3, chapels ; 3, fees ; 4, tiansfer of poweri to 
Local Goveniinent Board ; 5, inquiries by Secretary of State ; 
61, procectioo of uncoaseciated banal ground ; 7, obligation of 
incumbent as to burial ; 8, notes of intention to bury ; ^ ap« 
plication of ceruia provisions of Burial Acu to cemeteries under 
42 and 43 Vict, c 31 ; 10^ boundary fences ; 11, meaning of burial 
authority ; I2» repeal ; I3» short title and- commencement 

All these matters are of undoubted importance, 
but their importance is trifling compared with that of 
seeing that the subject of them is not only apparently 
but actually dead. Attention was called to this 
important oversight in the press while the bill was 
before Parliament; but in spite of this, and of the 
Parliamentary Committee's recommendations, and of 
Sir Henry* Thompson's efforts, no change was made 
in the matter of death-certification. 

On March 23 of the same year in which this 
Act came into force, 77// Medical Times deals forcibly 
with the subject, and. says : — 

**. . • Briefly, our position is this. At present, in this 
country, there is no regular system of examining the bodies of 
persons assumed to be dead before certificates of the cause of 
death are given, and the latter certificate is tlie sole legal 
requirement to obuin the burial of the body. It is, therefore, 
manifestly possible— and, indeed, various cases have occurred 
which prove the possibility— that a certificate of the cause of 
death might be quite innocently given by a medical practitioner 
belbre the patient had actually died. It would be quite sufficient 
in many cases, for example, for the doctor to have seen the 
patient apparently in a moribund state, say, in the morning, and 
a relati\-e to call at his house in the afternoon, announce the 
patient's death, and ask for a certificate, and it would be given. 
It has, indeed, actually happened that, in all good &ith, such a 
sutcmeai has been made^ and a certificate given, while the 
patient was not only not dead, but finally recovered. In the 
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next place, it is within the bounds of possibility that sock a 
patient, in a comatose state, might be placed in a coAn and 
actually buried without being really dead. The occurrence^ in 
short, is possible, and we do not at present desire to press the 
argument further. . . . Suffice it to say that, if the possibility 
of any person being buried alive be admitted, every hunaa 
instinct must demand that measures should be uken to make 
such an occurrence absolutely impossible." 

This important pronouncement by a responsible 
medical journal should give pause to those who are 
given to pooh-pooh and ridicule the subject^ and 
should have some weight with member.^ of Parliament 
in urging forward this much needed l^islation. 

The London Association for the Prevention of 
Premature Burial has been indefatigable in pressing 
this important matter upon public and Parliamentar}* 
attention, and a resolution passed by its executive 
council on January 15, 1903, states very succinctly 
the position it takes up: — 

''That this council desires to call the attention of urban and 
rural sanitary authorities to the dangers of premature burial 
arising from the absence of a proper system of death-vcrifica* 
tion. That the fact admitted by the Home Secreury, that over 
eleven thousand persons are annually buried in £ngland and 
Wales without any death-ceriificate, illustrates the extreme care- 
lessness and haste with which persons apparently dead are con* 
signed to the grave without any adequate inquiry as to the Ikct 
of death. That the discovery of the fact of li%'e burial, sbouki 
it occur, is almost impossible in the present state of the law« 
which forbids the exhumation of the corpse without the order ^ 
the Home Secreury. The sanitary and other local bodies are» 
therefore, ui^ged to support a Parliamentary measure for pmvid* 
ing guarantees against premature burial, whilst foctlitatiais 
exhumatkm in cases where these guarantees have been omitted.* 

As the late Col. VoIIum well wrote, just befoce 
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his death, "the coie and essence of a protective law 
should consist in the leasonable and systematic 
registration of a certificate of verified death, rendered 
by a qualified phjrsidan after his personal examination 
of the body, before the issue of a permit for burial 
or other disposal of the body."* 

The carelessness with which a certificate may be 
given in consequence of the existence of a law which 
fails to bind upon a medical practitioner the necessity 
of carefully examining an allured dead body before 
giving a certificate is illustrated by the following singu* 
lar case, reported in the TiiHes of January 19, 1878 : — 

** A poor woman lay very ill in her scantily-furnished 
home in Sheffield. l*he doctor was sent for, and 
came. He at once saw that hers was a very grave 
case, and that she had, as he thought, little chance 
of recovery, even if she could get the nourishment 
her illness required. As he was about to leave, the 
question was put, 'When should we send for you 
again, doctor?' * Well,' was the reply, as he looked at 
the poor woman and then at her wretched surround- 
ing.\ *I don't think you need send for me again. 
She cannot possibly get better; and to save you 
further trouble I'll just write you out a certificate for 
her buriaL' And he did After the doctor departed 
the woman — ^women always were wilful — got better 
rapidly. She has now completely recovered, and goes 
about carrying her burial certificate with her." 

Conditions in France. 

"In Paris and the large French towns medical in* 
spectorsp called fftUuims virifimiturs^ are appointed, 
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whose business it is to visit each house where a 
death occurs, and ascertain that the person is really 
dead, and that there are no suspicious circumstances 
connected with his or her decease. More than eight}* 
qualified medical men are employed for this purpose 
in Paris. 

" In the rural districts of France this system is not 
in force ; two witnesses making a declaration to a civil 
officer that a death has taken place is considered 
sufficient The burial is not allowed to. take place 
until at least twenty-four hours after the declaration."^ 
— Blyth: ••Dictionary of Hygiene and Public Health."* 

Dr. L^nce L^normand, in his admirable work, ** Des 
Inhumations Pr^ipit^," p. 140, accuses the ttMtdns 
dts mvrts in France with culpable carelessness in the 
exercise of their function, which consists in verifying 
the reality of the death. Instead of making a minute 
examination of the body to ascertain the fact of death, 
this writer says they are content (except in cases of 
death from violence) to merely glance at the body, and 
immediately hand the family the necessary authorisa- 
tion for interment The inspector knows that if he 
examined every part of the body, as in duty bounds 
he would be accused of barbarism and profanation. 
In France, in spite of midecins vlrificnteurs^ probably 
more premature burials occur than in any country in . 
Europe, except Turkey, immediate burial after real or 
apparent death being the inexorable rule. Dr. L^or- 
mand attributes the frequency of premature burials in 
France, first of all, to the negligence and prejudices 
of the families of the deceased ; then to the careless* 
ness of the doctors charged by the Sute with the 
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inspection of the dead ; and, lastly^ to the imperfection 
of the police regulations. 

The Briiish Medical Journal^ January 2%, 1893, p. 304 
(Special Correspondence, Paris), writii^ on this subject, 
says: — 

''The 77th Article of the Code obliges the officUr de 
fiiai civil to visit the death-bed and verify cwety death ; 
but this Article is a dead letter. The officer in question 
has neither time nor knowledge sufficient to put it in 
practice. In small country places, rarely any precau- 
tions are taken to prevent premature burials. In more 
important villages and towns, the mayors delegate the 
doctors of the locality to verify deaths before burial. 
Throughout the whole of France, it appears that there 
are not fifty towns where the death-verifying service is 
well organised; and, on an average, there are from 
twenty thousand to thirty thousand burials without 
previous verification of death. The declaration of two 
Mfitnesses is sufficient, who obtain their information from 
those around the deceased. In Paris, the two mortuaries 
already in existence— one at the Montmartre, the other 
at P^ La Chaise — are rarely used. The bodies of those 
who die in the streets, from accident or sudden death, 
are taken there when there is no domicile; also, those 
of foreigners who die in lodging-houses. In the course 
of eighteen months the mortuary of Montmartre re- 
ceived five dead bodies, and P^ La Chaise one. 

Regulations in Brussels. 

Extracts from ** R^;ulations for the Domiciliary 
Examination of the Dead in the City of Brussels 
Civil Government (Medical Service^" 
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''Articlb i.<-*Tbe Medical Service of the Civil Govtninieiit 
is dtttribiited among the medical heads of divistoos, the dqmtics 
and chiefo of the Departoient of Hygiene." 

'^Articlb 5.— No interment can take place except after the 
decease has been verified by the doctors of the Civil Govern- 
ment by means of a careltil and complete examination of the 
corpse." 

This verification, as well as the identity of the person 
deceased, shall be certified by a procis^firhtd [state- 
ment or description, for which a blank is furnished 
""A"'], which they shall leave at the house of the 
deceased. 

"^Articli 8.— They shall notify the officers of the Civil Govern- 
ment, and their superintendents of police, of any infractions of 
the regulation provisions which forbid proceeding with autopsy, 
moulding [making a cast?], embalmment, or putting in a coffin 
the corpse, before the death has been duly asceruined." 

**Article 9.^The verification of the decease of still-born or 
of newly-bom infanu shall exact a most attentive examinatioii 
on the part of the examining doctors. They shall indicate in 
their report if the infant has died before, during, or after birth ; 
and, in the last case, how long it lived after birth." 

^Articlb la— If they doubt the reality of the death, they 
shall employ, without delay, every means of recovery that science 
suggesu under the circumstances. They shall immediately notify 
the visiting doctor, and. In every case, shall prepare the /fvc^j^ 
verbal of the verification of death only after certainty has been 
established, and, if need be, by repeated visits." 

** Article ii.— When k woman has died in a state of advanced 
pregnancy, they shall direct the artificial extraction of the infant, 
supposed to be yet living; and, in the lack of an attending 
doctor, shall perform it themselves when necessary." 
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Regulations in WOrtemburg. 

The contrast between the laxity at home and the 
regulations laid down by authority in Wlirtembui^, 
Bavaria, and other Continental States, is remarkable, 
and should receive the attention of the R^istrar- 
General without delay. 

A Royal Decree, entitled "* Dienst-Vorschriften fur 
Ldchenhailser,'' for the inspection and burial of the 
dead, promulgated by the King of Wiirtembuig, 
January 24, 1884, provides for the appointment of 
medical inspectors of the highest integrity and qualifi- 
cations in every commune, the position being justly 
regarded as one of great responsibility. 

Immediately after a death, the body must under no 
circumstances be interfered with, and must not be 
removed from the death-bed until after the authorised 
inspection. PosUvwrttnts can be made only if the fact 
of death has been previously clearly established Pre- 
cise instructions are laid down, so that the inspector, 
who is to examine the entire body, may see that the 
various forms of suspended animation are not certified 
as actual death. Amongst these are the following: — 

''ScctioD iL— To ice that sensibility, pulsation of the heart, 
neck, tenpks, and foreann, and the breiuh, have ceased. That 
the OMUcles of the body have lost their elasticity ; therefore the 
limbs are limp^ the iaice sunken, the nose pinched, the eyes 
sonkca, and when the eye-lids are forcibly opened they remain 
so^ the lower jaw drops moie or less, and drops again when 



"'In actoal death the body gradually ^gf^a colder, beginning 
with the exposed limhSi and in Irom ten to sixteen hours the 
body will be quite ookL The cokwr of the £ue becomes ashy 
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pale, and the lips discoloured. The eye loses iu briUiaaqr, sad 
is usually dulled by a covering of dried mucus. 

" If all the foregoing symptoms are exhibited, and panicniariy 
if the deceased was of an advanced age, or if the death was 
caused by severe or long illness, which led to the expectation of 
a fatal result, the fact of death may be safely atsumrd 

** But, on the other hand, if part of these symptoms are i 
or in cases of pregnancy, or exhaustion in consequence of ( 
after confinement, or if death occurs under fits, or in violent onu 
bursts of passion, the possibility of counterfeit-death b to be 
taken for granted. 

** Notwithstanding the existence of all the symptoms (signs of 
death) before mentioned, the possibility of appanmi death is not 
excluded in cases where the death has occurred after s yn c ope^ 
teunus, suffocation, or in cases of drowning, stroke of lightning, 
or from a severe fall, or from frost, or in stiU-bom children." 

After detailing instructions as to a variety of experi* 
ments to ascertain whether the death is actual or 
apparent, this Royal Decree proceeds:— 

*' Section viii. — ^These experiments may, however, not give 
absolute ceruinty as to the complete extinction of all Itfe^ 1^ 
therefore, the slightest doubt remains as to the reality of death, 
the inspector is to take the necessary precautions for the pratec* 
tion of the deceased, by frequent inspections, and the 
careful examinations, and to obtain the assistance of the 
physician or surgeon, who is to co-operate with him to 
resusciudon. If these attempts prove abortive, he must see thu 
nothing is done which would be detrimental to raanimation, or 
resumption of life." 

Then follow minute instructions how to proceed 
under the varied circumstances which may have pro- 
duced the symptoms known as apparent death, tn mm 
casi must ihi bmrial<€rtificaU b€ h€md$d ever fy lAg 
ifuputor umtU k$ has tkoroitighfy satisfud kUnself ^ ike 

pnstncg of unmisiakahU signs ^ actual dmik 
20 
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One cannot help contrasting these carefully con- 
sideied rules with the lax and haphazard methods of 
dealing with the dead and apparent dead both in 
England and in the United States. As a consequence, 
cases of premature burial in WUrtemburg are of very 
rare occurrence, and sensible people in that country, 
knowing that the danger of premature burial has been 
reduced to a minimum, are not consumed by an ever- 
abiding anxiety, as with us; nor is it the custom for 
testators in Wlirtembui^ to give instructions to their 
executors for piercing the heart or severing the jugular 
vein» or some other form of mutilation, as in France, 
Spain, and other countries, where the risks are so 
terribly great 

The only case of the danger of premature burial that 
has come to the author's notice in WUrtemburg is 
related by Bouchut, in his ** Signes de la Mort," p. 48 : — 

"In the village of Achen, in Wlirtembui^, Mrs. Eva 
Meyers, twenty-three years of age, was taken ill 
during an epidemic Her condition became rapidly 
worse, and she apparently died. They put her into a 
coffin, and carried her from . the warm into a > cold 
room, there to await burial, which was to take place 
at two p.nL on the following day. Shortly after noon 
on that day, and before the carriers arrived, she 
awoke and made an eflfort to rise. Her aunt, who 
was present, and who believed that a ghost had taken 
possession of her, took a stick and would have killed 
her, if she had not been prevented by another woman. . 
Nevertheless, she succeeded in pushing the body back 
violently into the coffin, after which she indignantly 
went to her roooL The patient remained helplessly 
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in that condition, and would have been buried if the 
usual hour for the burial had not for some reason 
been changed. Thus she remained for another twelve 
hours, when she was able to gather sufficient strength 
to arise. She still lives, and has paid the charges for 
her funeral, which were claimed by the clergy, the 
bell*ringer, and the undertaker." 

Regulations in the United States 

In the United States the subject of death-verification 
has only recently begun to engage public attention. 
The following, at Dover, New Hampshire, appears to 
be the only instance in which reasonable, although not 
altogether adequate, precautions are adopted.*— 

*«CITY ORDINANCES, 1895. 

**CHAP. XV1I.>— VITAL STATISTICS. 

*' Section 3.— Whenever any person shall die within the limiu 
of the city, it shall be the duty of the physician attending such 
person, during his or her last sickness, to examine the body of 
such deceased person before the burial thereof, and to make 
out a certificate setting forth, as far as the same may be 
ascertained, the name, age, colour, sex, nativity, occupation 
whether married or single, duration of residence in the city, 
cause, date, and place of death of such deceased person; and 
it shall be the duty of the undertaker, or other perKm in charge 
of the burial of such deceased person, to add to such certificate 
the date and pUce of burial, and, having duly signed the same, 
to deposit it with the city clerk, and obuin a permit for barial; 
and in the case of death from any contagious or infectious disease^ 
said certificate shall be made and forwarded immediately; and. 
in each case of a p)iysician so examining and reporting, he shall 
receive of the city a fee of one dollar." ^ 
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''Section 4.— WhcncYer a permit for burial is applied for, in 
case of death withoat the attendance of a physician, or it is 
impossible to obuin a physician's certificate, it shall be the duty 
of the city physician to make the necessary examination, and ta 
investigate the case, and make and sign a certificate of the 
probable cause of death ; and, if not satisfied as to the cause 
and dimmstances attending such death, he shall so report to 
Che mayor." 

"SECnoif $.— No interment or disinterment of the dead body 
of any human being, or disposition thereof in any tomb^ vault, 
or cemetery, shall be made within the city without a permit 
therefor, granted as aforesaid, nor otherwise than in accordance 
with such permit 

''No undertaker, superintendent of cemetery, or other person, 
shall assist in, assent to^ or allow any such interment, or 
disinterment, to be made, until such permit has been given as 
aforesaid 

"Any person violating any of the provisions ot this chapter 
shall be fined not less than ten nor more than twenty dolUrs." 

Medical and LaV Opinions. 

Dr. J. Brindley Tames, in a communication to the 
Medical Tinus^ May 23, 1896, pp. 355-356, calls atten- 
tion to the insufficient safeguards against premature 
burial under the present system of death-certification, 
and observes: — ^"The dread possibility of premature 
interment ever hangs h'kc a gloomy sword of Damocles 
over all our heads, and fearful indeed is the authentic 
record of persons buried alive, who have recovered 
consciousness^ too late, alas I to be rescued from their 
frightful dungeon. How often does our overworked — 
we do not say careless — ^practitioner sign the death- 
certificate of a patient whose death-bed he did not 
attend — whose corpse he has not visited ? And, even 
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assuming him to have done so, and conscientiously too, 
in how many of the feaiful cases above alluded to 
have not these formalities proved insufiicient, clearly 
suggesting the advisability of a specialist, experienced 
in pasi-$HarU9H inspection, solely sanctioning interment 
in all cases.'' 

The Daify CbroHtcU^ London, September 16, 1895, 
in a leading article on the danger of premature burial, 
says : — ** The truth is, the whole system of certifying 
for burial needs to be reconsidered and reformed, and 
that for other reasons than the danger of entombment 
before life is extinct We do not want a coroner's 
inquest, with its jury, for every death ; but the doctors 
should be compelled, under severe penalties, to discover 
the certain sign of death before they authorise the 
burial, and to know the cause of death in every case. 
We trust now too much to individuals in a gaicrally 
trustworthy profession, who may not reach the high 
general standard of their class, or may grow listless 
through the indiflerence wrought by use and wont, or 
who think they can detect the rigor fHortis at a glance, 
never having seen the severest form of catalepsy. 
There would be no difficulty in getting Parliament to 
pass a more stringent regulation for death-certificates 
without much discussion, and there is no reason why 
Sir Matthew White Ridley should not turn his attention 
to the matter, and, with such medical advice as the 
Health Department of the Local Government Board 
will be pleased to lend him, propose a necessary little 
bill to the House of Commons next February." 

But nearly ten years have passed away since these 
warning notes were sounded, and still nothing has 
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been done by the Legislature to meet the crying evil 
in our midst Surely it is high time that Parliament 
seriously considered this important question, and took 
steps to safi^^uard the terrible possibilities, which^ 
under the present lax system of death certification 
and examination, might at any moment overtake any 
subject of this realm* , 
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CHAPTER XIX. 
SUGGESTIONS FOR PREVENTION. 

Umrbliabiuty of Death Signs. 

''There is no more any pathognomonic sign to 
determine the moment of death than there is to 
establish the diagnosis of typhoid fever. Just as in 
the latter it is a combination of symptoms observed 
which makes the diagnosis sure, so in the case of 
death it is a collection of signs which gives the. 
physician absolute certainty, and he alone can estimate 
their value." Thus spoke Dr. Brouardel during the 
course of his lectures on ^ Death and Sudden Death»* 
delivered to the students of the Faculty of Medicine^ 
Paris ; and we have shown with some degree of dear- 
ness in chapter xiiL (''Signs of Death/' pp. 21^247) 
that.no single evidence of presumed death can be 
absolutely relied upon, and that nothing but the sign 
of putrefaction can aflbrd evidence beyond dispute. 

The learned Dr. Vign^, of Rouen, who won the 
respect of his fellow-citizens during a long and honour- 
able career, was for many years engaged in the study 
of this question, and published the result of his re- 
searches shortly before his death. Convinced that the 
resources of science were insufficient to distinguish 
real from apparent death, he left testamentary instruc- 
tions to provide against his own premature burial 
(" Dcs Inhumations Pr^ipit^** p. 83, by Ijfoormand.) 
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The noteworthy provision in the will of the late 
Herbert Spencer, to the eflfect that ** my body shall 
be placed in a cofBn with a loose lid easily opened 
from below.*" implies a sufficiently obvious direction, 
and manifests that the dread of eminent men abroad 
is shared by equally eminent men in this country. 

Dr. Winslow. a French physician, who had on two 
different occasions very nearly fallen a victim to pre- 
mature burial, having been laid out for dead, chose for 
the subject of his thesis before the Paris Faculty of 
Medicine. " Les moyens les plus propres k reconnaitre 
la r^it^ de la mort" Dr. Winslow may be said to 
have been the pioneer of a movement in France for 
exposing the danger, and for educating the public into 
the necessity of reforms in the mode of treating the 
apparent dead ; and although his efforts and warnings 
were as of one crying in the wilderness or amongst 
an apathetic people, with a legislature apparently 
uninfluenced either by facts or by reason, they were 
never relaxed. Numerous writers have since confirmed 
the truth of Dr. Winslow's contention by facts within • 
their own experience, and it is believed that legislation 
in France cannot be much longer delayed. 

That the risk of premature burial is not an imaginary 
one has been shown by the citation in this volume of 
cases of dfeath-like trance which have baffled the ablest 
of medical experts; also the instances of numerous 
narrow escapes from, this terrible occurrence, and of 
others where the victims were suffocated before timely 
aid could be obtained, most of which are drawn from 
medical sources. The painful reality is also shown by 
the multitude of. preventive measures suggested by 
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medical authorities, and by the ingenious contrivances 
of those who have made this distressing subject one of 
patient and laborious research. Several of the remedies 
suggested for adoption in cataleptic cases are really 
homicidal, or seriously mutilative; many of them are 
impracticable, and have been shown by Hufeland, 
Ldnormand, Richardson, Hartmann, Bouchut, Fletcher, 
and Gannal, to be delusive. The merits and demerits 
of some of these methods might be inquired into by 
the appointment of a Parliamentary Committee, or a 
Royal Commission, as a supplement to that appointed 
in 1893, by Mr. Asquith, on Death Certification. 

Tests ok the Senses. 

From time immemorial it has been the custom in 
the East, and even in some parts of the Continent, to 
place women around a dead man's bed to cry and 
howl for the purpose of awaking him should he be 
only apparently dead. Similarly, not only the auditor>* 
but the olfactory nerves have been submitted to attack, 
by holding beneath the nose the strongest and most 
oflensive substances. Pricking the skin with sharp 
instruments has also been adopted, and one savant^ 
Josat by name, obtained first prize at the Academy 
of France for the invention of a pair of clawed forceps 
for pinching the nipples of the supposed dead, and this 
method held premier place as a means of distinguishing 
real from apparent death until it was demonstrated that 
subjects under profound hysteria were as indifferent 
to this painfully acute process as the dead. Even 
the eye has been studied with a. view to establishing 
a definite conclusion: it has been assarted that, 
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providing the lids remain open, the conjunctiva and 
sclerotic will present a characteristic brown hue. And 
a further plan, which created some stir at the time of 
Its announcement, consisted in photographing the retina 
of the eye immediately after supposed death, which, it 
was asserted, retained an image of the object last- 
gazed upon. But this, and all the preceding tests 
afiecting the senses, have proved to be fallacious. 

The Blister Test. 

A good deal of importance has been attached to the 
difference between a blister raised during life and one 
produced after death. Mr. George T. Angell, the 
editor of Dufnb Animals^ Boston, U.S., whose father was 
pronounced by his physician dead, and returned to con- 
sciousness after preparations for the funeral had been 
oiade, has repeatedly alluded to the subject in his paper, 
and published preventive suggestions at various times, 
including one from a physician, who, having been called 
to a man who had been dead twenty-four hours, lighted 
a match and applied it to the end of one of the fingers. 
of the corpse, when a blister was formed, and, restoratives 
being applied, the man recovered The physician adds 
the Mlowing conclusion: ** If you are alive you cannot 
bum your hand without raising a blister; if you were 
dead, and flames should come in contact with any part 
of your body, no blister would appear, and the flesh 
would be burned'* 

A similar idea was promulgated in a letter to the 
British Medical Jaamal^ January l8, 1896^ under the 
title of ''Living or Dead," by J. Milford Bamett, M.D. 
Edia, of Belfast:— 
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^ Banal alive, though of exceedingly lare occurrence, sometimes 
does happen, and calls for increased attention to the means of 
detecting with certainty the presence of vitality, however feeble. 
The ordinary means of deciding the vital question are known to 
all persons. Auscultation may detect the enfeebled heart«bcsi, 
while the electric battery can elicit any exbting muscular con* 
tiactility. Conditions of trance are occasionally almost mystical 
in their prolundity (Brahmin tranceX and a simple and ready- 
to-hand test to decide whether death has occurred is of prime 
importance. We can ascertain whether or not life sttU lingers 
in uncertain cases by applying (say) to the back of the Ibreann 
a small stream of boiling water directly from the kettle. If life 
is present, the boiling water will soon and un&ilmgly raise t 
blister where applied, and the blister will contain fluid, the seram 
of the blood. The production of the serum blister being essen- 
tially a vital process, iu production or non*production becomes 
an infallible test, and determines the question. This test, not 
generally known, should be widely proclaimed.* 

It is a fact, however, that life may be so torpid and 
inactive as to be unable to respond to the irritation 
of heat or blisters, or even to the application of red- 
hot irons. Upon the other hand, trustworthy authori- 
ties have declared that the phenomenon of a serum 
blister is not limited to life; a bum may raise a 
blister in a dead body soon after actual death, but 
there will most probably be an absence of areola — 
ilr., a red inflammatory ring. The blister test is one 
which has so repeatedly failed that it cannot be relied 
upon. 

The Auscultation Test. 

The stethoscope, which is regarded by many medi- 
cal practitioners as an infallible means of preventing 
premature burial, has proved a broken reed in hundreds 
of cases, and can be of use only when applied with 
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Other tests. (See pp. 223-4.) Dr. R<^r S. Chew, of 
Calcutta, writes to me, February, 1896: — 

''The Briiisk Medical J(mmal, September 28, 1895, 
tells us that the careful use of the stethescope will 
enable a medical man to distinguish a living from a 
dead body. Auscultation may give startling results, 
and the body yet be absolutely dead. I recollect an 
instance of death from cobra-bite, when, though decom- 
position had set in, the relatives refused to believe she 
was dead, because one of them declared that, though 
he did not see her chest rise and fall, he had distinctly 
heard her sigh. A medical man was called in, applied 
the stethoscope over her thorax, and declared he could 
hear sounds from her lungs, and a peculiar ^ sough* 
*sougk* towards the apex of the heart So far he was 
right, but as the girl had already been dead some 
fourteen hours, and the weather was warm, the sounds 
he heard were those of the escape of the putrefactive 
gases bubbling upward, and unable to find exit, as her 
mouth was closed with a chin-bandage, and her nostrils 
plugged with mucus. To convince the parents that the- 
girl was really dead, I offered to perform artificial respira- 
tion, to which end I untied the bandage, prized open 
her jaws, and pressed kiovify on her thorax, when some 
of the imprisoned gases escaped, emitting an abomin- 
able odour that brought conviction of the girl being 
beyond all hope. 

" In another case, that of my son, aged two years, 
after a series of brain symptoms and severe clonic 
€OOVolsions preceding an outbreak of confluent small- 
pox, the stethoscope told me, and a medical friend 
who was present, that my little boy had ceased to 
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exist ; but a liberal application of ice to his head and 
cardiac region, together with violent friction and 
artificial respiration vigorously employed for forty 
minutes, restored the child to me, and I thanked God 
that I had refused to accept the evidence of the 
stethoscope as final** 

The Electricit\- Test. 

The application of the electric current is a powerful 
restorative agent in cases of suspended animation, if 
judiciously applied. When Ruben Korff invented his 
coil it was urged by many that a coil might be kept 
in every church in order to test each body before 
the funeral ceremony was proceeded with. Sir B. \\\ 
Richardson attached comparatively great importance 
to this test, but it must be remembered that electric 
excitability will last for some time after death — until 
rigor tn&riis sets in. 

Struve in his essay, " Suspended Animation/* p. 151, 
under the head of '* Apparent Death From a Fall,** 
says : — ^" A girl, three years of age, fell from a window 
two stories high upon the pavement Though she was 
considered as lifeless, Mr. Squires, a natural philosopher, 
applied electricity. Almost twenty minutes elapsed 
before the shocks produced any effect. At last, when 
some of the electric force pervaded the breast, he 
observed a slight motion of the heart The child soon 
after b^an to breath and groan with great difficulty^ 
and after some minutes a vomiting ensued. For a few 
days the patient remained in a state of stupefaction, but 
in the course of a week she was perfectly restored to 
health." "^ 
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Referring to the subject of premature burial, Dr. W. 
& Hedley, writing to the Lancet, October 5, 1895, 
says: — Forty years ago the subject was investigated 
by Crimotely twenty years later by Rosenthal, and more 
recently by Ontmus. It seems safe to say that in no . 
disease, certainly in none of those conditions usually 
enumerated as likely to be mistaken for death, is 
galvanic and faradaic excitability abolished in every 
muscle of the body. On the other hand, electro- 
muscular contractility disappears in all the muscles 
within a few hours after death (generally ninety minutes 
to three hours, according to Rosenthal), its persistence 
varying to some extent with the particular muscle 
examined (1), and with the mode of death (2). There- 
fore, if electro-muscular contractility be present in any 
muscle, it means life or death only a few hours before. 
It b clear that no interment w post-mortetn examination 
ought to take place so long as there is any flicker of 
electric excitability. To me it seems almost equally 
obvious that in all doubtful cases, sometimes in sudden 
death, and often to allay the anxiety of friends, this- 
test ought to be applied, and applied by o^e who is 
accustomed to handle electric currents for purposes of 
dii^osis.** 

The apparatus for applying electrical currents, long 
used by the Humane Society for restoration of the 
drowned, might with advantage be kept at public 
mortuaries, for use in cases of apparent death due to 
other causes, where decomposition has not manifested 
itaeIC The Weather Bureau at Washington advises 
those who are in the neighbourhood of persons struck 
by lightning to make immediate efforts to restore 
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consciousness* because the eflect of lightning is to 
suspend animation rather than to produce death. 
Respiration and circulation should be stimulated, and 
the usual remedies for relief in such cases should be 
administered for at least an hour before giving up 
the victim as dead. 

Dr. Moore Russell Fletcher says: — ^^When persons 
without pulse or breathing are found in bed. in the 
field, or elsewhere treat them in such manner as will 
restore from stroke of lightning, paralysis, or suspended 
animation from catalepsy, trance, or somnambulism, and 
continue the treatment until resuscitation rewards the 
exertions, or decomposition is evident** — ^"Suspended 
Animation,*' pp. 7, 8. 

Hypodermic Injections Test. 

Mr. E. E. Carpmael, of the Medical Department, 
Berkeley University, U&A., recommends, in the 
Morning Post^ London, September 19, 1895, the injec- 
tion of strychnine in ^'a supposed corpse**; while 
" Medicus,** in the DaUy Chronicle^ September 17, 1895, 
considers that posUtnorteuu " would be to the advan- 
tage of the patient, to his relations, to science, and 
the community at large.*' No doubt either of these 
plans would prevent live sepulture, by killing the 
cataleptic subject; while ^ M.R.C.S.," in Morning Post^ 
September 20, says: — ^"Obviously the simplest and 
best proof of death is putrefaction — shown chiefly by 
the discolouration of the abdomen.** 

A correspondent in the Etiglish Mechanic^ October 
25f 1895, says: — ''I have long advised hypodermic 
injection of morphia before placing in^ coffin for 
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burial Ex hyp^itusi^ the vital spark is not supposed 
to have expired^ and the circulator}^ system not finally 
stopped. Hence the hypodermic injection cannot be 
futilc;- 

Dr. Donnellan reports a case of the passage of a 
current of one thousand volts through a man, which 
instantly caused coma, dilated pupils, pallor of the 
face, and sweating; delirium and tonic, alternating 
with clonic, spasms followed. The pulse was eighty. 
The respiration, at first stertorous, passed into the 
Cheyne-Stokes type. Aftef the injection, first of 
morphia, and then of strychnia, the patient fell into 
a deep sleep, from which he awoke convalescent — 
''Centralblatt (ttr die medicinischen Wissenschaften." 

'Dr. Icard's Discovery. 

The most remarkable of the hypodermic injections is 
that of Dr. S. Icard of Marseilles, who claims to have 
discovered an infallible test for distinguishing between 
persons actually or only apparently dead. It has 
received the honour of recognition on two occasions 
by the Institute of France (Acaddmie des Sdences). 

The fluid he uses consists of a weak solution of 
Fluorescine, to which he has given the name of Kar- 
minine. This, when sufficiently diluted, ceases to be 
poisonous. If this solution, it is alleged, be injected 
under the skin of a living person, in two minutes the 
skin, especially the mucous membrane, is strongly 
coloured, and the body has the appearance of suflTering 
from an attack of acute jaundice. The whole of the 
eyes is said to assume a clear green tinge, the pupil 
almost disappears, and the eye looks as if it were a 
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brilliant emerald set in the face. In two hours all 
the phenomena disappear. But in the case of a dead 
man the solution produces no effect 

Artificial Respiration. 

A medical correspondent, writing from Dresden, 
August 18, 1895, sends the following communication 
concerning the value of artificial respiration : — 

"Major J. H. Patzki, Suigeon, U.S Army» reports 
that in 1882, at St Augustine, Florida, a lady patient 
of his had an attack of tetanus, caused by a scratch 
upon her foot by a nail while bathing. The convulsive 
symptoms commenced in the muscles of the face, and 
increased in violence in spite of energetic treatment, 
until the fifth day, when the respiratory muscles 
became involved. The breathing was completely sus- 
pended by the spasmodic action, and the radial and 
carotid pulse ceased. The cardiac sounds became 
utterly inaudible to careful stethoscopic examination 
repeatedly employed. The lady assumed all the 
appearances of death, and there was rigor mortis^ the 
result of muscular spasm. Artificial respiration was 
resorted to, but not until after the expiration of 
eighteen minutes did the first faint efforts of respira* 
tion, and a feeble action of the heart, become per- 
ceptible. Artificial respiration was continued for an 
hour afterwards, and the life of the patient was saved, 
although the muscular spasms continued to some extent 
for six days. 

''This case is instructive in showing that tetanus, 
when it involves the chest, may produce a state of 
apparent death, by interfering with the respiratory 
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and cardiac functions; and that ' artificial respiration, 
if persistently employed, may rescue patients so affected 
from the perils of apparent death." 

An Instructive Article. 

The following extracts from an instructive but a|>- 
parently forgotten article in Dickens' ""All the Year 
Round,** July, 1869 ( h propos of a pamphlet, " Lettre 
sur la Mort Apparente, les Cons^uences Relies des 
Inhumations Prteipitdes, et le Temps pendant lequel 
peut persister TAptitude k £tre rappell^ k la Vie," by 
the late regretted Dr. Charles Londe), afford valuable 
suggestions : — 

**Sufibcstioa by foul air and mephitical gat is not a rare form 
of death in the United Kingdom. It is possible that suspended 
animatioa may now and then have been misukcn for the absolute 
cxtinaioii of life. Dr. Londe gives an instructive case to the 
purpose. At the extremity of a Urge grocer's shop, a close, 
nanoir corner, or rather hole, was the sleeping-place of the shop- 
man who managed the night sale till the shop was closed, and 
who opened the shutters at four in the morning. On the 16th 
of January, 1835, there were loud knocks at the grocer's door. As 
nobody stirred to open it, the grocer rose himself, grumbling at ' 
the shopman's laziness, and, proceeding to his sleeping-hole to 
scold him, he found him motionless in bed, completely deprived 
of consdoosness. Terror-struck by the idea of sudden death, he 
immediately sent in search of a doctor, who suspected a case of 
asphyxia 1^ mephttism. His suspicions were confirmed by the 
sight of a night-lamp, which had gone out, although supplied with 
oil and wick, and by a poruble stove containing the remains of 
cbarooal partly reduced to ashes. In spite of a severe frost, he 
immediatdy had the patient Uken into the open air, and kept on 
a chair in a positkm as neariy vertical as possible. The limbs of 
the safieier hung loose and drooping, the pupils wero motionless, 
with no trace either of breathing or pulsation of the heart or 
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arteries; in short, there were all the signs of death. The most 
approved modes of restoring animation were persisted in for a 
long while without success. At last, about three in the afteraooa 
"—that is, after $i€vem komri continued exertion— 4i slight move> 
ment was heard in the region of the heart. A few hours after- 
wards the patient opened his eyes, regained consciousness, and 
was able to converse with the spectators attracted by his resurrec- 
tion. Dr. Londe draws the same conclusions as bdbre— namely, 
that persons suffocated by mephitism are not unfrequently buried 
when they might be saved." 

^We have had cholera in Great Briuin, and we may have it 
again. At such trying times, if ever, hurried interments are not 
merely excusable, but almost unavoidable. Nevertheless, one of 
the peculiarities of that fearful disease is to bring 00 some of the 
symptoms of death— the prostration, the coldness, and the dull 
livid hues— long before life has taken its departure. Now, Dr. 
Londe sutes, as an acknowledged fact, that patients pronounced 
dead of cholera have been repeatedly seen to move one or more 
of their limbs after death. While M. Traches (who had been sent 
to Poland to study the cholera) was opening a subject in the 
dead-house of the Bagatelle Hospital, in Warsaw, he saw another 
body (that of a woman of fifty, who had died in two days* having 
her eyes still bright, her joints supple, but the whole surftice 
extremely cold), which vividly moved its left foot ten or twelve 
times in the course of an hour. Afterwards the right foot pgurti- 
cipated in the same movement, but very feebly. M. Trachei sent 
for Mr. Searle, an English surgeon, to direct his attention to the 
phenomenon. Mr. Searle had often rtnmrktd iL The woman, 
nevertheless, was left in the dissecting-room, and thence taken to 
the cemetery. Several other medical men suted that, they had 
made similar observations. From which M. Traches draws the 
inference: Mt is allowable to think that many cholera patienu 
have been buried alive.' " 

^ Dr. Veyrat, attached to the Bath Esublishment, Aix, Savoy, 
was sent for to La Roche (Department of the Yonne)^ to visit a 
cholera patient, Ther&se X., who had lost all the membera of her 
family by the same disease. He found her in a complete state of 
asphyxia. He opened a vein ; not a drop of blood flowed. He 
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applied kechcs; they bit, and immediately loosed their hold. He 
covered the body with stimulant applicationti and went to take a 
little rest, requesting to be called if the patient manifested any 
signs of life. The night and next day passed without any change. 
While making preparations for the burial, they noticed a little 
blood ooring out of the leech-bites. Dr. Veynt, informed of the 
circumstance, entered the chamber just as the nurse was about to 
wrap the corpse in iu winding-sheet Suddenly a rattling noise 
issued fiom ThMse's chest She opened her eyes, and in a 
lioUow voice said to the nurse : ' What are you doing here ? I 
jun not dead. Get away with you.' She recovere d , and felt no 
€itlier inconvenience than a doUhess, which bsted about two 



"^The attention of the French Government has been once 
more directed to the subject The petitioners have requested,, 
as a precaution, that all burials for the future should, in 
the first instance! be only provisional. Before filling a grave,, 
m communication is to be made between the cofiin and the 
upper atmosphere by means of a respiratory tube; and the 
pave is not to be finally closed until all hope of life is 
mbando ne d. These precautions, it will be seen at once, how- 
ever good in theory, are scarcely practicable. Others have 
demanded the general establishment of mortuary chambers, 
<ir dead-houses, like those in Germany. And not only the peti- 
tiooen^ but several senators, seem to consider that measure. 
the lull solution of the problem. Article 77 of the Civil Code 
prescribes a delay of twenty-four hours only, which appears to> 
them to be insufiicient, since, they urge, it presumes the ceruinty 
bat death has taken place only after putrefactive decomposition 
has set in. Now, a much longer time than twenty-four hours 
fliay elapse before that decomposition manifests itselfL Deposit, 
tliersfofe^ your dead in a mortuary chapel, until you are perfectly 
wmtt from the evidence of your sensesi that life b utterly and 
hopeleisly extinct 

**Alt]ioqgh the French Government is anxioos to enforce 
thioughottt the whole empire the rules carried out in Paris, it ia 
so be Icared that great difficulties lie in the way. The verifica- 
of deaths 00 so eno n nous a scale, with strict minuteness^ 
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U aloMMt impiacticable. But even if it were iMit, many timid 
perwmi would say : *Who is to assure us of the conectnesi of 
the doctor's observations? Unfortunately, too many terrible 
examples of their lallibility are on record. The profcssioMi 
man is pressed for time. He pays a passing visit ; gives a 
hurried glance ; and a UluA mistake is so easily made I ' Public 
opinion will not be reassured until you can show, every time a 
death occurs, an irrefuuble demonstration that life has departed. 

** M. de Parville now announces the possibility of this great 
desideratum. He professes to place in anyone's hands a self- 
acting apparatus, which would declare not only whether the death 
be real, but wpuM iemvi im ike kmmds oftkt txptrimtnttr a wriiUn 
propfcfihi reality of th» tieaik. The scheme is this : It is well 
known that atropine^the active principle of Ar//rfi/i9MJiit— possesses 
the property of considerably dilating the pupil of the eye. 
Oculists constantly make use of it when they want to perform 
an operation, or to examine the interior of the eye. Now, M. le 
Docteur Bouchut has shown that atropine has no action on the 
pupil when death is real. In a state of lethargy, the pupil, under 
the influence of a few drops of atropine, dilates in the course 
of a few minutes ; the dilatation also takes pLice a few instanu 
after death ; but it ceases absolutely in a quarter of an hour, or 
half an hour at the very longest ; consequently the enlargement 
of the pupil is a certain sign that death is only apparent. 

"This premised, imagine a little camera obscura, scarcely so 
big as an opera-gUssi containing a slip of photographic paper, 
which is kept unrolling for five-and-twenty or thirty minutes by 
means of clockwork. The apparatus, placed a short distance ia 
front of the dead person's eye, will depict on the paper the 
pupil of the eye, which will have been previously moistened 
with a few drops of atropine. It is evident that, as the paper 
slides before the eye c^ the corpse, if the pupil dilate, its 
photographic image will be dilated; if, on the oontraryy it 
remains unchanged, the image will retain its original aise. An 
inspection of the paper then enables the experimenter to read 
upon it whether the death is real or apparent only. This sort 
of declaration can be handed to the civil officer, who will give 
a permit to bury in return. "^ 
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''By this simple method a hasty or careless certificate of death 
becomes impossible. The instnimeiit applies the test, and counts 
the mimites. The doctor and the civil officer are relieved from 
Ibfther responsibility. The paper gives evidence that the verifi- 
cation has actually and carefiilly been made ; for, suppose that 
half an hour is required to produce a test that can be relied 
on, the length of the strip of paper unrolled marks the time 
during which the experiment has been continued. An apparatus 
of the kind might be placed in the hands of the minister or 
one of the notables of every parish. Such a system would 
silence the apprehensions of the most timid; fears, natural 
enough, would disappear, and the world would be shocked by 
ao lircsh cases of premature burial" 

The authors have not heard whether this ingenious 
contrivance had been put into practice, or with what 
result 

Prizes for Discoveries. 

Various prizes have been oflTered, and awards made, 
by scientific and medical societies, but, with two excep- 
tions, the so-called proofs of death for which the 
awards have been given are deemed unsatisfactory. 
The most notable of the prizes is that of the Marquis 
d'Ourches, who by his will bequeathed the sum of 
twenty thousand francs to be given to the author of 
the discovery of a simple and common means of 
recognising beyond doubt the absolute signs of death, 
by such a test as could be adopted by poor villagers 
without technical instruction. The Marquis d'Ourches 
left also a prize of five thousand francs for a similar 
discovery, but requiring the intervention of an expert 
M. Pierre Manni, Professor at the University of Rome, 
ofGered a prize, which was awarded to Dr. E. Bouchut, 
in 184& And M. Dusgate, by will, dated January 1 1, 
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1872, bequeathed to the French Academy of Sciences 
a sufficient sum in French Rentes^ to found a quin- 
quennial prise of two thousand five hundred francs 
to the author of the best work on the diagnostic signs 
of death, and the means of preventing premature 
interments. A decree of November 27, 1874, authorised 
the Academy to accept this l^acy. 

The British Medical JimrtuU^ January 21, 1893. p. 145, 
reports, through its Paris correspondent, the first award. 
''The Acad^mie des Sciences proposed as the subject 
for the Dusgate Prize for 1890, 'The Signs of Death, 
and the Means of Preventing Premature BuriaL' The 
prise has been awarded to Dr. Maze, who considers 
that putrefaction is the only certain sign. He urges 
that the deaths should be certified by medical men on 
oath; also that in every cemetery there should be a 
mortuary where dead bodies can be deposited, and 
that burial should take place only when putre&ctive 
changes set in. Cremation should be adopted." 

The second prize of 1895 and the third prize of 1900 
have been awarded to Dr. Icard for his diaooveiy, 
mentioned on page 312. 
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CHAPTER XX. 
COUNT KARNICE-KARNICKrS INVENTION. 

The Origin of the Idea. 

I HAVE thought it advisable to devote a special chapter 
to the consideration of Count Kamic^-Kamicki's in- 
genious invention, which has attracted so much attention 
on the Continent that many thousands of persons in 
France have left instructions in their wills for this 
scheme to be adopted at their interment, and a society 
is already formed in the United States for furthering 
the use of the system. 

The Count is a Russian nobleman, the Chamberlain 
to the Czar and Doctor of the Law Faculty of the 
University of Louvain. He was first aroused to the 
honor of premature burial when attendmg the funeral 
of a young Belgian girl, who was awakened out of 
her lethargy by the first shovelfuls of earth thrown- 
upon her coffin after being lowered into the grave, 
and her piteous screams have haunted him ever since. 

For the prevention of such tragic occurrences, he 
set himself the task of providing some simple means 
which would be within the reach of rich and poor 
alike. The granting of a certificate, he felt, gave 
no security; waiting mortuaries were not likely to be 
provided, except in laige towns ; and, unless the law 
of the country permitted a body to remain under 
observation ontO putrefiiction set in, there was no 
Actual safiqguard against premature burial 
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The Apparatus Described. 

Broadly speaking, it consists of a long tube, about 

three and a half inches diameter, and a hermeticaUy- 

sealed box. The tube is fixed into an aperture in the 

coffin as soon as the latter is lowered into the grave. 
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No gases can escape from the tomb into the outer air, 
as the metallic box into which the upper end of the 
tube enters cannot be opened from the outside. 

On the chest of the supposed dead body is placed 
a glass ball, several inches in diameter, attached to 
a spring which communicates through the tube with 
an iron box above ground. 

On the slightest movement of the chest wall, as in the 
act of marked breathing, or movement of the body, the 
glass ball releases a spring which causes the lid of the 
iron box to fly open immediately, thus admitting both 
air and light to the coffin. At the same time a flag 
rises perpendicularly about four feet above the ground, 
and a bell is set ringing which continues for about 
half an hour. In front of the box, an electric lamp 
bums which gives light after sunset to the coffin below. 
The tube acts also as a speaking tube, and the voice of 
the inmate of the coffin, however feeble, is intensified. 

The working ability of the apparatus has been tested 
by its application to individuals who volunteered to be 
coffined, and who found that the mere act of breathing 
was suflident to produce all the phenomena mentioned 
above. 

The price of the complete apparatus is exceedingly 
reasonable, only about twelve shillings ; and it is sug- 
gested, in order that the very poorest may have the 
advantage of this simple saf<^uard, that authorities 
should keep a supply for hiring out, and putting to 
each coffin for at least a fortnight 

It is to be hoped that the burial and sanitaiy 
authorities in the United Kingdom will at least enquire 
into the merits of this unique invention. ) 
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CHAPTER XXL 
CREMATION AS A PREVENTIVE, 

Sir Henry Thompson's Opinion. 

Amongst the numerous suggestions made by corre- 
spondents in the press with a view of preventing h've 
sepultuie, none has been more frequently put forward 
than that of cremation. Sir Henry Thompson, the 
president of the Cremation Society of England, in 
the second edition of his admirable volume, ** Modem 
Cremation: Its History and Practice/' p. 41, observes: — 
^ There is a source of very painful dread — as I have 
reason to know — ^little talked of, it is true, but keenly 
felt by many persons at some time or another, the 
horror of which to some is inexpressible. It is the 
dread of a premature burial — ^the fear lest some deep 
trance should be mistaken for death, and that the 
awakening should take place too late. Happily such 
occurrences must be exceedingly rare, especially in this 
country, where the interval between death and burial 
is considerable, and the fear is almost a groundless 
one. Still, the conviction that such a fate is possible 
— which cannot be altogether denied— will always be 
a source of severe trial to some. With cremation no 
such catastrophe could ever occur; and the complete- 
neas of a properly conducted process would render 
death instantaneous and painless, if by any unhappy 
chance an individual so circumstanced were submitted 
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to it But the guarantee against this danger would 
be doubled, since inspection of the entire body must 
of necessity immediately precede the act of cremation^ 
no such inspection being possible under the present 
system.** 

Protection Not Absolute. 

While agreeing with this distinguished authority as 
to the advantages of cremation from tlie sanitary and 
a»thctic point of view, which he dwells upon in tlic 
treatise referred to, and admitting that a certain 
amount of protection against live burial is obtainable 
by means of the dual medical inspection, we cannot 
agree that this protection is absolute. Cases of trance 
are on record where some half-a-dozen doctors, after 
careful examinations, have pronounced a cataleptic 
patient to be dead, and the patient, in defiance of 
their united opinion, has recovered consciousness, and 
been restored to health. In the terrible death of 
Signor Castaldi, an Italian stationmaster, from suflbca- 
tion in a. coffin, it was reported in the press that the 
nudical witmssts swore at the inquest, previous to his 
removal to the cemetery mortuary, where his agonising 
struggle for life occurred, that he had died from heart 
disease, and it was only after the tragedy had happened 
the doctors discovered that the unfortunate man, whom 
they had pronounced dead, was in a state of catalepsy. 

Dr. Frans Hartmann, in his ** Premature Burial,** 
quotes the two following cases amongst many others: — 

** Madame de P— — , aged dghteen years, and subject 
to hysteria, apparently died, and for forty hours she 
presented all the signs of real death. All possible 
means of restoring her to life were taken, btat proved 
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of no avail. Five physicians of Lyons wen called in, 
and tluy finally agrud, posiiivily, that tin lady was 
really dead. The funend preparations were made; 
but owing to the supplications of a sister of the 
deceased the burial was delayed, when after a while 
the patient recovered. She said that she had been 
all the time aware of all that was going on, without 
being abl^ to give a sign, and without even being 
desirous of attempting it" (F. Kempner, p. 38.) 

" In 1842 a remarkable affair occupied the attention 
of the court at the city of Nantes. A man apparently 
died, and his death was certified to both by tlu 
attending physicians and the f9tedical inspector; he was 
put into a cofHn, and the religious ceremonies were 
performed in good style. At the end of the funeral 
service, and as he was about to be buried, he awoke 
firom his trance. The cleigy and the undertakers sent 
in their accounts for the funeral expenses; but he 
refused to pay them, giving as his reason that he had 
not ordered them; whereupon he was sued for the 
mon^." (F. Kempner, p. 39.) 

Premature Burial Not Rare. 

Neither can we share the optimistic views of Sir 
Henry Thompson as to the rarity of premature inter- 
ment The results of searching and independent 
inquiries and study in various countries by each of the 
authors of this treatise all point the other way, and 
the various authorities, whose names and opinions are 
cited elsewhere in this volume, confess their astonish- 
ment at the number of cases brought to light during 
their investigations. The Rev. H. R. Haweis also, in 
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his work, *" Ashes to Ashes: A Cremation Prelude" 
(London. 1895, now out of print), advocates cremation 
on the ground of preventing living buriali and quotes 
several cases of persons buried while in a state of 
trance. During a discussion on the merits and 
demerits of cremation in the Bmuingkam GasitU^ 
September 17, 1895, Lieutenant-General Phelps, an 
able and judicious observer, advocated cremation for 
similar reasons, and said that ''the use of a crema- 
torium would entirely prevent that ghastly accident, 
the burial of the living. There is no room to doubt 
that this frightful catastrophe is of continual occur- 
rence. The phenomena of trance are little understood, 
and a certificate of death is held by most of us to 
justify the burial of the * corpse,' dead or alive. Those 
of us who object to the risk of being buried alive 
should do all in our power to promote the success of 
this sanitary contrivance for disposing of our dead." 

The writer of the following communication, which 
appeared in the Sunday Tiffus^ September 6, 1896, 
has substantial reasons for preferring cremation to the 
risks of burial :— 

** Burial Danger and its Prkvsntion. 
*^ Madam,— When I was about five years old, my paternal 
home was one day plunged into a stale of great consternation, 
through the sudden apparent death of my father, who had been 
sitting up during a part of the previous night, occupied with some 
literary work, without a fire (it was in JanuaryX which brought on 
a deathlike numbness, in which he was found the next morning. 
The fiimily doctor, who was sent for at once^ declared life to be 
extinct, but said he could not tell the cause of death until aAer 
the opening of the dead body. My mother, however, who did 
not see any reason why a young man of thirty-six^should have 
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died without any previous illness, caused the body of my father 
to be rubbed for about two hours, which renewed its circulation 
and brought it to life again. My fitther lived thirty-two years 
after that memorable day. Without the prudence of my mother, 
be would either have been dissected or buried alive. About 
twenty years after that occurrence, I visited the cemetery of 
P^re La Chaise (ParisX accompanied by some friends. While 
inspecting the monuments of some musical celebrities we heard 
a noise from another part of the cemetery, whereto we proceeded 
without delay. When we had arrived there we found a strong 
body of policemen surrounding an open grave. But in answer 
to our inquiring *what had happened,' we were simply requested 
to leave the cemetery at once, which, of course, we had to do. 
Neither the poriier nor any other person connected with the 
burial-ground would give any satis&ctory answer to our ques- 
tions. We left pussled. But a week after, a young lady, who 
litfd been of our party the week before, went again to the P^re 
la Chaise^ determined to penetrate the mystery, in which 
endeavour she succeeded, partly through persuasion and partly 
through the gift of a twenty-franc piece to a grave-digger, who 
then told her the following story :— A poor young man of twenty- 
one years had been buried on the day of our visit. When 
the mourners bad left the cemetery, the grave-digger who was 
occupied in filling up the grave heard some noise coming from 
below. He hastened to the superintendent of the cemetery, 
imploring him to have the coffin opened, which, however, the 
superintendent could not do without the permission and the 
presence of the Commissaire de Police of that district When 
the Commissaire appeared at last with his men, all was silent 
in the grave. But he had the coffin opened, nevertheless, *to> 
appease the mind of that poor grave-digger,' as he mockingly 
said. But great was the horror of the Commissaire de Police 
and his followers when the coffin was opened The unfortunate 
yoimg man (who was now quite dead) had been buried alive^ 
r eco v ered consciousness in his grave, scratched his face, bitten 
oir the tips of his fingers, and turned round in his coffin, until 
Sttlibcation put an end to his aufferingsi which, if not long» 
OMiet have been terrible. The Parisian newspapers did not 
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mentioii the case. The^ were probably forbiddeii by Uie Freach 
Gofvemmeat to do ta Bat would it oot have been wiser to let 
the whole world know of it* aad thereby prevent repetitioos of 
Sttch dreadful occurrences? A similar case of live sepulture 
occurred in a village near Wiesbaden some thirty years ago^ 
where a girl of sixteen was found with the same signs of 
suiTocatioo in her coAin as those of that unlbrtunate young 
man in Paris. We are assured by a German authority that 
thousands of people are buried alive every yean But why 
should this be the case? If people must be buried before they 
begin to show signs of putrefiiction (which seems to be the 
only reliable proof that life is really extinct), why not shorten 
their suileringSi in case of resuscitatioo» by opeiting an artery 
before they are buried ? There is still much prejudice against 
the cremation of dead bodies, although two great &cu are 
decidedly in its favour— vit, the impossibility of recove ri ng 
consciousness when once inserted in the crematory oven, and 
the prevention of the unhealthiness which the slow process of 
putrefaction must entail.— Yours, etc, 

"* London." "*]. H. Bonawitz." 

Precautions of the Cremation Society. 

Having r^rard to the importance of the subject, the 
author wrote to the hon. secretary of the Cremation 
Society of England, and received the following reply, 
dated 8 New Cavendish Street, London, W.: — 

"With reference to your enquiry as to the steps 
adopted to prevent a person in a trance being cremated. 
I may say that this society has not made any special 
provision in that respect You will notice, however. 
that, before a cremation can be carried out, the cause 
of death must be certified without the slightest shadow 
of doubt by two duly qualified medical meru This 
being so, I think there is less likelihood of a person 
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who is Simply in a trance being cremated than buried, 
one doctor's certificate being sufficient in the latter 

^*^' ••(Signed) T, C Swinburne-Hanham." 

Since the above was written, Sir Henry Thompson 
has published the fourth edition of his work, and in 
pp. 91, 92, the following s^ificant words have been 
added:— 

* In connection with this subject, it should never be 
foig otte n that there is but one really trustworthy 
proof that death has occurred in any given instance, 
vii., the presence of a manifest sign of decomposition. 
That condition is always ascertainable, at all events to 
the professional eye, and it should always be verified 
before a certificate of death is signed Unhappily, no 
special attention to it is demanded under the present 
national system of r^stration. In the enquiry invari- 
ably adof^ed by the Cremation Society, the inspection 
is enforced, and the answer must be recorded by the 
medical man who signs the certificate.** 

Sir Henry then adds, in a letter to the St Janufs 
GomOU of 6th December, 1892 :— 
. ••It should be remembered that the body is sent 
(/a, to cremation) not in a coffin, but in a slight shell, 
to fiidlitate the inspection above referred ta 
. ••Were these precautions enforced by the State in 
every case of death, whether for cremation or other- 
wise^ there would be no fear at all in relation to the 
subject ••(Signed) Henry Thomson, 

. . •• President of the Cremation 

Society of England 

""JSWimpole Street" . : 
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From this we conclude that the Cremation Society 
now adopts the precaution of waiting until a^ns of 
decomposition are apparent before committing a body 
to the flames. This is, indeed, the only certain way 
by which Mr. Swinburne- Hanham's assurance th^ 
death is ''certified without the slightest shadow of a 
doubt "* could be held to be satisfactory. 

Prejudice Against Cremation. 

There can be no question that popular sentiment is 
opposed to cremation largely on the ground that the 
latter is associated with paganism, and diat Christianity 
teaches reverence for the body. Hence crematioti in 
this country makes but little progress comparativdy. 

Dealing with this phase of the question, the Rev. 
John Page Hopps, in Ughi, July 4, 1896^ says:—" We 
are told that respect for the dead urges to burial as 
against cremation, but many are now very keenly fed- 
ing the reverse of this. They can bring the mind to 
bear the liberation of the body by one swift act of 
disintq^tion and purifying, but cannot overcome the 
shrinking from subjecting it to the foul and lingering 
processes of the grave — or, perchance, to the horror of 
recovering consciousness in the grave." Mn Hopps 
further states one of the strongest arguments thos>— » 
"* Respect for the living, too, is an urgent motive. The 
highest authorities tell us that the air we breathe and the 
water we drink are often contaminated by the emanatiooa 
of graves. It cannot be right that London, tot instaaoei 
with all its inevitable impurities, should add to its feaU 
nesses that of trying to live in company with thouwmda 
upon thousands of decaying bodies in its very midsL* 
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To dispose of the dead decently, and at the same 
time without injury to the living, is one of the first 
obligations of civilised communities, and cremation 
seems best calculated to fulfil the conditions. Zymotic 
diseases, such as typhus, scarlatina, and the plague, 
have been traced in certain instances to emanations 
from burial-grounds. 

Dr. Charles Creighton, in his'*' History of Epidemics 
in Britain,** voL i., p. 336, says : — ^ The grand provoca- 
tive of plague was no obvious nuisance above ground, 
but the loading of the soil, generation after generation, 
with an immense quantity of cadaveric matters, which 
were diffused in the pores of the ground under the 
feet of the living, to rise in emanations more deadly 
in one season than in another." 

It would seem from these experiences as though 
there was quite as much truth as poetry in Shake- 
speare when he said, * grave-yards yawn, and hell itself 
breathes out contagion on the world** Before many 
years it is not unlikely that cremation in this as in 
some other countries will be made obligatory in cases 
of death from all infectious diseases. As the late 
Bishop of Manchester observed, ""the earth is not for 
the dead, but for the living." Professor Alexander 
Wikler, ILD., in his "^ Perils of Premature Burial,*** 
189s, P^ 161 says>-**I have often wished that the 
old Oriental practice of cremation was in fashion 
among us. There would then be at least the com- 
fortable reflection of no liability to suffocation in a 
coflbi. The applicatkm of fire, however, will generally 
rouse the catalqitic person to some manifestation of 
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Cremation in England and ABROAa 

In *Tlie London Burial-Grounds^" by Mrs. BasQ 
HolmeSy 1896^ fx 269^ the question is asked: '*Are we 
ever to allow England to be divided like a chess-board 
into towns and burial-places? What we have to consider 
is how to dbpose of the dead without taking so much 
valuable space from the living. In the metropolitan 
area alone we have almost filled (and in some places 
over-filled) twenty- four new cemeteries within sixty 
years, wtUi an area of above six hundred acres; and 
this is as nothing compared with the huge extent of 
land used for interments just outside the limits of the 
metropolis. If the cemeteries are not to extend 
indefinitely, they must in time be built upon, or they 
must be used for burial over and over again, or the 
ground must revert to its original state as agricultural 
land, or we must turn our parks and commons into 
cemeteries, and let our cemeteries be our only recrea- 
tion grounds, which heaven forbid" 

According to Dr. Ebenezer Duncan, eight thousand 
bodies are buried yearly in Glasgow and its neighbour- 
hood, poisoning both air and water, and endangering the 
public health. The same state of things has existed in 
London, Manchester, Liverpool, Birmingham, and other 
large towns. The following resolution was unanimously 
adopted in the Preventive Medicine Department of a 
Health Congress, Glasgow, in July, 1S96:— ''That in 
the opinion of this Congress cremation of the dead 
especially in cases of infectious disease, is a natural and 
very desirable hygienic process, and that this Congress 
of the British Institute of Public Health \Me all proper 
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means to urge upon the Government the desirability of 
their promoting a measure to enable sanitary authorities^ 
if they so desire, to build crematoria and to conduct 
them under proper superintendence.'* 

During the thirteen years ending .1890 there were 
three hundred and three thousand four hundred and 
sixty«six deaths from cholera Jn Japan, and all the 
bodies of these persons were cremated. In India, as 
we have already shown, cremation is practised under 
most of the religious systems, as it is believed that 
the soul is not free from its earthly tenement until 
the body is reduced to ashes. The method of 
burning is slow and cumbersome as compared with 
that adopted in Europe; but during the author's last 
visit to Ceylon, in the early part of 1896, there was 
tome talk of establishing a crematorium. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 
WAITING MORTUARIES. 

Their NECESsm% 

In La Pnsst Mtdkali^ Paris, August 17, 4904, appears 
a very interesting article by M. Icard, of. ManeiUcs, 
occupying more than twelve columns of the jourMl, 
on the subject of ^ The Danger of Apparent Death." 
The writer, who holds a high position in the medical 
world, says that for the past twelve years he has 
conducted enquiries into every report of alleged 
premature burial or of apparent death which has 
appeared in the public press, by writing to the 
mayor of the town where the event was said to ha?e 
taken place, or to some other official capable of 
giving authentic information. 

Dr. Icard proceeds to state that it would be useless 
for him to repeat the numerous facts which he had 
published in a preceding work,^ but he goes on to 
enumerate in detail some twelve instances of resusdta- 
tion which, for the most part, have not been previously 
published. The cases he gives are all those of apparent 
death, certified as dead in almost every instance by 
medical men, but which subsequently ^'came to life' 
just in time to save them from the most horrible of 
deaths. In one instance ** return to life** took place 

> •• U Moft ct k Uort Sttb»c«.'* Pteii, iS9S* . Oamgt 
par rimatat de Fimnee, Ful% 1897. "^ 
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in the presence of several doctors whilst the funeral 
ceremony over the supposed corpse was solemnly 
proceedii^. M. K. Boussakis, Professor of Physiol<^y 
at the Faculty of Medicine of Athens, was an eye- 
witness of this scene. And another well-authenticated 
instance was that of a fisherman who had been ''dead" 
for twenty hours from *" apoplexy,'* and whose body 
was cokL He was wrapped and sewn up in his 
funeral shroud, and left till the time of burial ; but 
on the way to the cemetery the bearers heard muffled 
sounds within the coffin, which was accordingly opened 
Three medical men who were passing were appealed 
to in order to pronounce on the man*s condition. 
Restorative means were employed, and in a few days 
he was well This is given on the authority of Dr. 
Zacutus Lusitanus, who was present on the occasion. 
The writer declares that he has ''taken the greatest 
pains to verify every case he now publishes,** and 
^the proof of authenticity is,*' he says, "of such a 
nature as must carry conviction to the minds of the 
most sceptical" 

In the course of this valuable article. Dr. Icard 
draws attention to the waiting mortuaries established 
in many towns in Germany, in which the bodies of 
the certified dead are deposited until the evidence of 
putrefaction is apparent; and he goes on to say: " It 
is stated by some authors that there is no instance in 
the registers of these mortuaries 'of those resurrections 
which are served up as a feast for the popular imagi* 
nation/ and they argue from such statements, which 
th^ think cannot be answered, against the mlity of 
the danger of apparent death. But are not those 
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authora,** he msks» ""who reproach others with credulity 
when they dte an insunce of apparent death, very 
credulous themselves when they affirm, on the faith of 
others, their disbelief in cases of resuscitation from 
apparent death in German mortuaries?** 

One case in particular he gives^ details of which 
he obtained from the burgomaster of LudwigshafTen- 
sur-Rhin, in Bavaria. On the 13th June, 1903, towards 
six o'clock in the evening, a child, four da}rs old, was 
brought to the mortuary, whose death had been certified 
by a medical man at nine o'clock that morning. The 
burgomaster adds that ''the doctor examined the child, 
and found every sign of death, and ordered it to be 
taken to the mortuary." An hour after the body had 
been received the child gave signs of life, and it was 
subsequently returned to its mother, but it died in 
reality that same night 

Now, it is unnecessary to multiply cases. Granted 
that only one single unanswerable instance of apparent 
death — an instance which has sufficed to baffle the 
scrutiny of careful examination by a duly qualified 
medical man — be forthcoming, and such case upon 
removal to a waiting mortuary has recovered, it would, 
we maintain, be a sufficient warrant, not only for 
waiting until the only unmistakable sign of death — 
putrefaction^-is evident, but for providing a suitable 
place for the body to wait in. The indifferent sceptic 
may reply: ''What I would you go to such pains and 
expense, when the possibility of a mistake is probably 
only one in 50,000^ or even more?** The humanitarian 
will promptly answer: "Yes; even if it were only one 
in Atty millions, tAai om is a Itving hutuanscmL'^ But 
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we have already proved conclusively that such cases 
are anything but rare, and, as Dr. Icard graphically 
puts it in the article we have referred to, ''if there 
are so many truly authentic cases of apparent death 
and of premature burial which have come to light, it 
is presumable that there are many more, the only 
witnesses of which are the boards of the coffin." 

Their History. 

A writer in the Briitsh and Foreign Midico-Chirur^ 
gient Review, 1855, vol xv., p. 75, says:— ••The earliest 
movements in the direction of means for the prevention 
of premature interments originated with Winslow, in 
France, followed by other well-known writers upon the 
signs of death. It was Madame Necker, however, who 
embodied their suggestions in a practicable form as 
submitted to the National Assembly, in 1792, by 
G>unt Berchshold In the ninth year of the first 
French Republic (1801) a project was entertained for 
the erection of six •temples funeraires' in Paris, but 
came to no good, as attendant evils preponderated. 
To Germany belongs the credit of having executed 
these designs in such wise that they should not prove 
the positive sources of more danger to the living 
than could be counterbalanced by the occasional 
preservation of an individual from the risk of prema- 
ture interment Believing that this risk had been 
prodigiously diminished since the establishment of 
these institutions for the reception of cases where 
doubt of the reality of death has existed, Hufeland, 
in Weimar, devised the plan that Frankfort-on-tbe- 
Maine incorporated with its reform in sepulture and 
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establtshmient of extra-murar cemeteries, in 1823. The 
first modem mortuary was opened at Weimar^ Germany 
in 1791. Hufsland's plans have subsequently hem 
adopted and carried out in many other German 
States. ... As a sanitary measure the separation 
of the dead from the living, especially from among 
the crowded poor, would be, apart from the not less 
•important point of verification of death, an incalculable 
benefit • It behoves us in this matter to learn 

another lesson from our neighbours, and to take 
measures to prevent the occurrence of catastrophes 
too fearfully horrible to comtemplate in thought, too 
dreadful for the most vivid imagination to realises 
Science can hold out no token by which to recognise 
the certainty of death. Sanitary police, at least in 
England, are indifferent isibout the risk of a few burials 
alive, and thinks it superfluous to prevent their 
occurrence.*' 

The extensive literature on this subject shows that the 
struggle to bring about the existing mortuary system in 
Germany was kept up for many years before it obtained 
its measure of success. It was legalised about the year 
1795, after the physicians of Germany, France and 
Austria had shown the absolute necessity for it 

Mortuaries have continued in high favour widi the 
people wherever they have once been properiy estalK 
lished; none, so far as the author has been able to 
learn, have ever been abolished. 

The Lancet's Approval. 

Referring to the universal fear of burying rdatsves 
alive, the Lanut, September ao^ 1845, vci IL, pi 331, 
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observed: — ^~ It is but little use to descant upon an evil 
without pointing out a remedy. In Frankfort, Munich, 
and in various other towns, houses, properly situated, 
have been fitted up for the temporary reception of the 
dead Corpses are there deposited immediately after 
death, and uken care of until the signs of decomposition 
have become unequivocal, medical assistance being at 
hand should symptoms of vitality manifest themselves. 
By this simple plan all the objections which attend on 
the retention of the dead in the dwellings of the poor 
may be obviated, and at the same time their dread of 
burying their relatives while still alive respected. This 
plan is evidently much preferable to that which is 
followed in France; In the latter country, in the large 
towns, there is in every district a medical inspector of 
the dead. The inspector is informed of the death as 
soon as it has taken place, and within a very limited 
time is bound to inspect the body and give a formal 
certificate. This guarantee having been obtained, the 
inhumation of the deceased is enforced by law within 
two or three days of the death. Notwithstanding this 
precaution, cases have occurred, even during the last 
few years, which appear to prove that inhumation has 
taken place before life was quite extinct We doubt, 
also, whether such early interment could under any 
circumstances be enforced in our own country. Some 
modification of the German plan is evidently what we 
must look for in any system of legislation which may 
hereafter be decided on." These admirable su^estions ' 
from the leading medical journal were made more than 
half a century ago; since that time, every year has 
brought to light cases of living burial, and confirmed 
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the urgent need of reform; but nothing has been 
done until quite recently to awaken public attention U> 
their importance. The subject is of such a gruesome* 
unpleasant, and depressing character that few people 
care to have their names associated with a movement 
of this character, beneficent though it is, and cert^n 
to save thousands of unfortunate people, particularly 
women and children (who are more espedally liable 
to various forms of suspended animation), from such 
tragic occurrences. 
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The Mortuaries of Munich. 

Of all the various methods that have been suggested 
or introduced for the prevention of premature inter- 
ment, none has been attended with such satisfiictory 
results as the erection of mortuaries (LeichenhKuser) 
in Germany. 

Those of Munich are, perhaps, the finest which 
have yet been erected, and are replete with every 
modem appliance for resuscitation, should audi be 
necessary, and furnished with every requisite suited 
to the refinements of sympathy and taste. ^ 
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' In order to better understand the precise conditions 
which should obtain in such establishments, we have 
added photographs of parts of these extensive build- 
ings. for which we are indebted to the excellent 
French journal LlUusiraiion^ and from the interesting 
description published in its columns we have extracted 
many of the following particulars. These particulars, 
with the accompanying illustrations, will explain, far 
better than any advice we can give, the reform which, 
we believe, is urgently needed in our own country. 

Waiting mortuaries have existed at Munich since 
the banning of the last century. The custom of 
removing bodies to them was at first optional, and, 
therefore, was not freely taken advantage of. In 
1869, however, at the time of an epidemic of cholera, 
a police r^ulation rendered it obligatory. At first 
the inhabitants rebelled, looking upon those who 
wished to take away their dead from them as odious ; 
but the authorities were very determined, and by 
degrees the citizens became used to a custom the 
advantages of which are now highly appreciated. 

When a death occurs in a house in Munich, the 
fiunny at once apprise the police of the fact, and they 
themselves have no more to do with the matter. Half 
an hour after, a public medical officer arrives, who 
confirms the death, and gives permission for the corpse 
to be removed. At the Town Hall a whole army of 
women, supported by the municipality, is permanently 
kept, who are deputed to ^ lay out " the corpse, etc 
One of these women arrives at the same time as the 
doctor; she washes the corpse, dresses it— usually in 
the best ordinafy attire— and puts it in the coffin, which 
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is then oonv^red by a hearse to the mortuary. None 
of the fiunfly accompany it Everything is done with 
the utmost rapidity. According to the rq^lations, the 
body must be removed within twelve hours after 
death, or within six hours if the case is contagious* 
These rules are strictly observed; often even at the 
end of three or four hours ^the death chamber is 
empty. 

Munich has ten mortuaries ; nine are open to those 
of every religion, one is reserved for those of the 
Jewish faith. It is the mortuary chamber of the North 
Mortuary, which is here reproduced. 

In an immense room, closed by large glass doors» 
through which the interior can be seen from the outside, 
are ranged. in three rows twenty sarcophagi, fixed in a 
slopii^ position. The slabs upon which they rest are 
supplkd with a zinc trench, filled with an antiseptic 
fluid. At the head of each coffin a rod is fixed, from 
which falls a cord having a metal ring at its extremity. 
This cord communicates with a system of bells, and the 
least pressure on the rope sets it in motion. 

From the moment of its arrival at the mortuary the 
coffin is uncovered, and placed on one of the slabs. The 
body is raised, and reclines upon a cushion, and the 
whole is covered by a profusion of flowers, usually allow* 
ing only the head of the corpse to be seen, besides a 
large ticket bearing the number of identification. The 
hands are crossed upon the breast, and one of the fingers 
inserted in the ring. All this is carried out by public 
servants^ who usually show good taste in these funeral 
airai^^ements. Many families have their dead photo- 
grsphed like this ; and the coffin is carried into a court 
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Specially kept for this purpose. Owing to the perfect 
ventilation and the steadiness of the temperature, no 
odour is noticed but the smell of the flowers and the 
lighted candles. The relative purity of the atmosphere 
is really astonishing. 

There is a room for the rich and another for the 
poor, adjoining each other. Nothing distinguishes them, 
except perhaps the quality of the flowers provided for 
the respective classes. The cost is very moderate. The 
total charge (not counting the service in the church, or 
the price of the certificate) varies from £i to £6. 

The body remains exposed thus from forty-eight 
to seventy-two hours. The relatives are allowed to 
visit, and, also^ they may appoint a nun or other 
person to watch. 

Between the two mortuaries is the caretaker's room 
^-a narrow cell, containing the bell apparatus, which 
is enclosed in a long cupboard, like the case of a 
grandfather's clock. For furniture — a table, a chair, 
and a couch. Windows look into the mortuary. It 
IS here that the caretaker passes the greater part of 
his existence. He has to make frequent rounds of 
inspection, and is not allowed to leave under any 
pretext whatever, no matter for how short a time, 
unless he leaves a substitute. In the evening he 
stretches himself upon his couch, where the slightest 
tinkle of the bell would arouse him. This frequently 
happens; the warning bell is so sensitive that the 
least shake oT the corpse sets it in motion. But the 
guardian is not at all flustered; various causes may 
agitate the bell, and the waking of a corpse is a very 
rare occurrence. Nevertheless, the caretaker at onco 
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goes to ascertain the cause of the alarm, and, hanng 
assured himself that the corpse preserves all the mgn 
of death, he readjusts the cord, and returns to oonttaye 
his sleep. 
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The coffin is closed only a few minutes before 
interment, and after a final medical examination hms 
uken place. Sometimes, when a nervous family wtsbes 
it, the coffin is carried into a separate room, where it 



Digitized by 



Google 



348 WAITING MORTUARIES. 

is kept open one or two days longer, often even 
making an incision on the heeL 

One sad exception, however, to the usual satis- 
factofy results is recorded by M. Gaubert in bis work, 
* Les Chambres Mortuaires d'Attente.** The incident 
he narrates occurred at Munich on 25th January, 
i849t and is as follows:-— 

*'A young man who was asphyxiated by charcoal 
had been declared dead by the doctor. After they 
had been watching the body twenty*four hours at the 
mortuary chamber, the family caused it to be carried 
to the diurch, where it passed the night without the 
customary caretaker. The next morning *the corpse^ 
was found bathed in its own blood, and the floor 
of the church was stained. Restored to consciousness 
during the night, and not having any help, the poor 
youi^ man had succumbed to haemorrhage, brought 
on by the incisions which they blindly practised on 
the body of the supposed dead one, to make sure of 
his death.** 

Another instance he gives, also occurred at Munich, 
is of a different character, but with a very sad 
accompaniment :— 

^A little child, five years old, was carried to the 
Leichenhattser, and the corpse was deposited as usual. 
The next morning a servai\t from the mortuary 
knocked at the mother's house, carrying a large 
bundle in his arms. It was the resuscitated child, 
whidi she was mourning as lost The transports of 
joy she experienced were so great that she fell down 
dead The child came to life in the mortuary by 
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itsdf^ and when the keeper saw it. it was playing 
with the white roses which had been placed on its 
shroud.'' 

A gigantic mortuaiy has recently been built in the 
west of Munich, the most perfect in Germany. Under 
the central dome are a series of chapels provided for 
diflerent religions. On each side is an immense hallt 
shut off by big glass doors, which move on rollers 
along the ground, where the bodies are placed in one 
row. This gallery is flanked by two corridors, one 
reserved for the public, the other for the funeral ser- 
vice. The warning bells are worked by electricity. 
The heating and cooling arrangements are marvellously 
organised, keeping a constant temperature of +7 degrees, 
which, according to the German doctors, is the most 
favourable for preserving the body. .. 

The question suggests itself here: Why should not 
the English-speaking peoples accept the long experi- 
ence of a philosophical, painstaking, clear-minded people 
like the Germans, supported as it is by many sanitary 
and medical authorities in France, England, and the 
United States, and establish these institutions in 
connection with existing cemeteries, with such modifi- 
cations as national habits, local tastes, and customs 
may dictate? 

The Mortuaries of London. 

In sharp contrast to the magnificent waiting mortu- 
aries of Munich, Berlin, and other parts of Germany 
stand the mortuaries of the English metr(yx>lis. They 
are nearly all plain, gloomy, and depressing structures of 
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brick. The best of them comprise a coroner's court- 
room, coroner's private room, the caretaker's rooms, 
waiting room, posi^moriim room, chapel, and viewing 
room connected There is no physician in attendance, 
and no autopsies are performed except by surgeons 
upon their own cases, or for purposes of inquests. 
There are no appliances or conveniences for resuscita- 
tion, as all the bodies are r^^arded as dead, having 
been for the most part certified as such by a medical 
practitioner, the exceptions being such as are taken 
from the water or street by the police, or left there 
for inquest The buildings are usually well lighted, 
and some of the rooms contain fire-places, but they 
are devoid of taste or ornamentation of any kind. 
The bodies are kept in coffins, which, if there is any 
odour proceeding from them, are screwed down. Per- 
misskm is afforded for inspection by doctors or by any 
of the family of the deceased on application to the 
keeper. Th^ mortuaries are kept clean, and decent 
and respectful treatment of the bodies is enforced by 
regulations. 

By the courtesy of the Clerk to the London County 
Council, we have received a *'copy of the last return 
of coroners' courts, mortuaries, and post-^tmrtim cham- 
bers issued by the Council" This return is dated 
November 14, 1899^ There appears to have been little 
alteratson since the publication of the 1894 return, 
which we liotioed in our first edition. In the annual 
seport, 1902-3, it is said: "Three boroughs are pro- 
irided with good mortuaries and p0U^m9rUm rooms. 

In the remaining boroughs partial or pro- 

vUooal accommodation as to mortuaries, >ar/*iw#ff(nw 
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rooms, and coroners' courts exist, and the quesdon of 
the improvement of such accommodation is under con* 
sideration." That is, of the twenty-eight boroughs of 
which London is composed, only three are declared 
to be provided with "^ good " mortuaiy accommodatioa. 

At Shoreditch ** there is a small mortuary in the 
parish churchyard, consisting of two rooms— one of 
which is used as a posi-t9iorUm room. Any enlarge- 
ment is prevented by the fact of it being a disused 
burial ground.** It is proposed to improve it by 
** lining the walls with glazed tiles, and providing 
means for heating water." At Poplar the mortuary 
is "inadequate and unsuitable.** The mortuary m 
Bromley Cemetery is ''unsatisfactory**; and that in Bow 
Churchyard "is merely an old crypt, quite unfit for 
use as a mortuary, and has no past-fumrUm aocom* 
modation.** We aro officially informed that "in na 
part of the new borough of Wandsworth is . • • 
the mortuary accommodation entirely satisfactory.** 

At St George-the-Martyr the mortuary " has na 
infectious chamber, and the fasi-mariim room is 
incompletely separated from the mortuary**; whilst at 
Christchurch and St Saviour*s there is "an inadequate 
mortuary under a railway arch.** At Horsleydown. 
Southwark, "the inadequacy of the mortuary accom* 
modation** has been repeatedly brought before the 
notice of the authorities. The Holbom mortuary is 
at the rear of the Town Hall ; "the approach is either 
through the pasi-marUm room or infectious chamber *" 
— the latter "serves as a viewing room to the mor* 
tuary **I The St Giles mortuary and coroner's court 
is ''rather small, and in a confined positibn.** At St. 
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Paul's^ Deptfofd, *" there is a mortuary in the church- 
yard, but it has only one rooai» which serves as a 
mortttaiy and fasi-morUm room. This is contrary to 
the Public Health Act** There is no mortuary at 
Hatcham, nor at Charlton, nor Kidbrooke. Lee and 
Eltham are, according to the last return, in the same 
imsatisfactory condition. 

At Greenwich ''there is a mortuary, with past-marUm 
room, in a disused churchyard, but the approach is 
bad, there is no accommodation for infectious cases, 
and the fittings are capable of improvement" The 
mortuary at St Nicholas, Deptford, is in the church- 
yard, and " consists of one room, with slabs for 
two coffins. It is also used as a posUtnorUm room 
and a gardener's tool-house and store.** Plumstead 
provides ''a small undei|^und mortuary in St 
Nicholas Churchyard, unsuitable for the purpose." At 
St Martin*s-in-the-Fields "there is a mortuary under 
the churchyard of St Martin's Church, .... 
but there is no infectious chamber, waiting room, or 
viewing lobby." 

Judgii^ by the evidence which lies before us, the 
state of the mortuaries in the London hospitals is very 
much on a par with the state of similar places outside. 
The Midiiol Times^ in an article, September 5, 1896, 
in describing some of the mortuary eccentricities, cites 
one hospital where- the only place available was the 
wash-house, and concludes : ^ It would appear that the 
managers of metropolitan hospitals do not believe in 
the reality of death-counterfeits, and therefore make 
no arrangements ibr resuscitation." This condition of 
things is not encouraging, and can scarcely be deemed 
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worthy of the first city in the world. London mortu- 
aries are found to be useful and convenient in relieving 
hoteb and private houses of the dead pending funerals, 
and in cases of deaths from infectious diseases, as welt 
as from accidents and acts of violence which require 
investigation. There is, therefore, a disposition to im- 
prove matters, but even in the three boroughs— Chelsea, 
Hampstead, and Stoke Newington — ^whose mortuaries 
are singled out from all die rest for official praise, 
much yet remains to be done ere the conditions 
can at all compare with buildings erected for a similar 
purpose on the Continent 

At small outlay they could be made creditable and 
useful establishments. First of all, they require the 
means of resuscitation, such as are in use at the Royal 
Humane Societ/s depftts and at the German mortu- 
aries; also baths, couches, plants, flowers, and mural 
ornaments, with a skilled nurse or caretaker, and a 
medical practitioner either on the establishment or 
within telephone call 

A fundamental regulation should be added to the 
standing orders that, when there is no sign of decom* 
position, bodies should be treated not as dead but as 
sick needing attention, and to be kept under careful 
observatioru Such simple and inexpensive alterations, 
gradually introduced by County, Parish, and District 
Councils, would, in the course of time, bring about a 
greater respect for the dead, with proper consideration 
for the apparently dead, besides increasing the feeling 
of the sanctity of human life. In the course of time 
these improvements would educate the public, and lead 
to the erection of new and handsome structures of 
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beautiful design, with appropriate 'artistic decorations, 
snich as are to be found in Munich and other parts of 
Germany. 

The following pointed reconnnendation made by Sir 
W. J. G>llins, M.D^ M.S., B.Sc, D.P.H. (London), late 
chairman of the L.CC., in a paper read by him at the 
Hygiene G>ngress at Buda Pesth, is worthy of urgent 
notice: *I therefore hold that every inducement should 
be held out to the poor by local authorities, by the 
provision of decent, suitable, and attractive mortuaries, 
to allow their dead to be removed from danger to the 
living to a place where sentiment shall be respected 
and sanitation satisfied.** 

Mortuaries in the Provinces. 

Judging by replies we have received from officials 
in many of the larger towns in the United Kingdom, 
the majority publish no reports of their mortuaries, 
nor do they issue any definite regulations. Separate 
records of the bodies laid in the mortuaries appear 
to be very rarely kept In none is there the least 
assimilation to. the ideas which permeate the official 
and public mind in the Continental towns referred ca 
They are simply depositories for the homeless and 
neglected dead. 

Reports from Ireland 

The following extracts are from the report by Dr. 
J. E. Kenny^ M.P^ Coroner for the City of DubUn :— 

"There are no local laws in Dublin or in Ireland 



Digitized by 



Goo^ 



CONDITIONS IN IRELAND. 35S 

relative to the mode of disposal of the dead, but the 
Sanitary Acts, which refer to the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, can be availed of when 
necessary to compel the burial of the dead within a 
reasonable period, on the ground that an unburied 
body is a nuisance dangerous to public health. There 
is, however, no fixed period Among Roman Catholics 
it is customary to bury the dead on the third or 
fourth day after death, but there is no hard-and-iast 
rule. .... The local burial authorities usually 
require a medical certificate of death before opening 
the grave, but there is no legal sanction for this, and 
it is merely the custom. The coroner^s order for 
burial where an inquest is held does away with the 
necessity of such certificates as those above referred 
to, but posUmorUm examinations in these cases are 
the exception, not the rule. A good many, however, 
are held on those who die in local hospitals, when 
the consent of the relatives or friends can be obtained. 
I have not heard of any case of cremation in Ireland, 
and earth-burial is the universal practice. Occasionally, 
when so ordered by the will of the deceased, a body 
is removed to England for cremation. I am myself 
rather in favour of cremation as a more scientific and 
safer method of disposing of the dead. 

*' There are no chambers (mortuaries) of the kind 
referred to in this question in Dublin, nor, so far as 
I know, in Ireland. I know of no law as to die 
signs of death which must be recognised to exist 
before. burial is permitted, nor is there any officer on 
whom is thrown the duty of ascertaining^or deckling 
whether such exist or not* 
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Objections Answered. 

During the discussion on premature burials in the 
press, the erection of mortuaries (chambres mortuaires 
d'attente) has been objected to (i) on the ground of 
expense to the ratepayers; (2) because the results by 
way of resuscitation of those constructed in Germany 
have not justified the cost of their erection and main- 
tenance, and that if they had not already been in 
existence they would not now, it is said, be established; 
{3) because idations object to be separated from their 
dead before burial 

As to expense, it b not unlikely that the unthinking 
majority would prefer to accept what they may look 
upon as an infinitesimal risk rather than incur the 
neocessary outlay. When once, however, the public 
is aroused to the fact that living burial is a serious 
and real danger, the expense will no longer be taken 
into consideration. Tastefully designed mortuaries in all 
populous districts could be met by a rate of from one 
farthing to a penny in the pound, and in the smaller 
or thinly«populated districts groups of parishes could 
unite in providing such useful institutions. Public 
bodies might appropriately take this matter up under 
the powers granted to them by the Local Government 
Act of 1894. At present, under existing customs, 
probably ten times the amount required is annually 
expended in funeral trappings, mourning habiliments, 
costly wreaths, and ornamental monuments (mainly 
for the purpose of ostentatious display) that would 
provide temporary restii^- places for the real and 
apfMuently dead in every part of the United Kingdom. 
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The erection of such establbhments^ where the fact 
of death in every case could be unequivocally de- 
monstrated before burial or cremation, would remove 
an ever present and consuming load of anxiety from 
the hearts of thousands of sensitive souls. 

The second objection — namely, that results in resus- 
citation have not justified their erection, and that 
such mortuaries are no longer built — is simply untrue. 
Mortuaries, upon a scale hitherto unattempted, have but 
recently been erected in Berlin and Munich, and similar 
establishments are to be erected in Paris, whilst many 
other towns and cities on the Continent, which have not 
yet adopted the system, have the matter under grave 
consideration. We have already quoted instances of 
resuscitation in them as a proof of their utility, and 
more cases will be given before concluding this chapter. 

We have seen it stated and restated in public journals, 
and by public men who ought to be more guarded in 
their utterances, that "there has never been known a 
single case of resuscitation in a German mortuary.*^ 
This is clearly denied in the report of the Municipal 
Council of Paris for 1880, Na 174, p. 84, wherein is 
published a letter from Herr Ehrhart, Mayor of Munich, 
May 2, 1880, who says: — ^^The lengthy period during 
which these establishments have been utilised, the order 
which has always prevailed, the manner in which the 
remains are disposed and adorned, the nsusdiaiioH 0/ 
S09HC w/io Win Muvid to be dead^ have all contributed 
to remove any sentimental objections to these establish* 
ments. The bodies are transported to the Leichenhaiiser 
twelve hours after death, without the least opposition 
upon the part of the relatives.** ^ 
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But the very presence of a system of this descrip- 
tion would, in the ordinary course of things, lessen 
the number of premature interments; for, where the 
dead remain under public supervision until putrefaction 
commences, the expert medical official, who is publicly 
employed to verify the deaths, would be exceedingly 
cautious ere he granted his certificate, and ordered 
die body to be removed to the mortuary. There 
could be no possibility under such conditions of 
the existence of a scandal similar to that which 
came to light at an inquest held at Wigan by Mr. 
S. Br^;house, one of the County Coroners for Lan- 
cashire, on December 21, 1902. The Coronet said 
^the circumstances were, perhaps, the most remarkable 
he had ever had to disclose to a jury.^ The child 
bad "died** four times, and the mother had obtained 
three medical certificates of death on the strength of 
her own diagnoses! 

At the same time, it must be admitted, it is very 
diificult for an enquirer on the Continent to obtain 
reliable information with r^;ard to what takes place 
within the walls of mortuaries, because of the numerous 
officials and others who are interested in covering up 
any errors of previous death*certification that may 
come to. light in them. The system in Germany is 
practically one of police rq^lation. But, difficult as 
it may be to ascertain the complete number of cases 
which, as the result of the excellent mortuary system, 
have been saved from a horrible death, there have been 
a sufficient number brought to light to warrant the 
trite obeervation made by Thg H^ifiial on February 
27, 1904 >-* Even if the risk is as slight as • most 
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authorities contend, there is no reason why it should 
not be completely removed" 

In- reply to the third objection, which is one of 
sentiment, and which we would not wish to underrate* 
we believe mourners would soon get accustomed to 
the separation from their dead if the latter were 
removed to mortuaries where the surroundings were 
of a pleasing character, and where they could visit 
the remains as often as they pleased Tlie possibility 
that by such means a terrible mistake may be rectified 
would appeal to the most sensitive; and the poor, who 
can ill spare the room required for the deposit of a 
coffin, would, upon the grounds of health and conveni- 
ence, soon come to value such a system. The writer^ 
in the course of his practice, has on several occasions 
found, among the very poor, families having meals in 
tiny rooms in. a city slum side by side with a shell, 
containing the corpse of a departed relative 

The Utiuty ok Mortuaries. 

Out of the quantity of material which lies before us 
it is somewhat difficult to select illustrative cases suited 
to the limited space at command The following are 
such as are vouched for by competent authorities: — 

Berlin. 

"* A Berlin apothecary wrote to me lately,* says Dr. 
L^normand, '' in this town to the effect that during an 
interval of two years and a half ten people stated to 
be dead had been recalled to life I shall quote only 
the following: — ^ 
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^'SOLDIKK or THB GUARD. 
''Mn the middle of the night the beU of the vestibule lang 
▼iolcatly. The caretaker^ who had only entered on duties within 
a few daysy much startled, ran towards the mortuary. As soon 
as he opened the door he Ibond himself confronted with one of 
''the corpses* enveloped in his shroiidy who had quitted his. bier 
and was making his way oat He was a soldier of the guard 
believed to be dead, and he was able to join his regiment five 
days later/" 

Frakkfort-on-the-Maine. 

Dr. Josat said that, during his sojourn in Germany, 
Herr Schmill, director of the' mortuary at Frankfort, 
related to him a case of apparent death which occurred 
under, his own eyes. 

"'In the year 1840^ a girl of nineteen years died of acute 
pleuro-pneumooia. Her body, during very hot weather, was ex- 
posed in the mortuary for a period of eight days in a state of 
perfect preservation. Her face reuined its colour, the limbs 
were supple, and the substance of the cornea transparent, whereas 
in ordinary cases decomposition shows itself on the third day. 
The parentt could not reconcile themsdves to have their daughter 
buried, and found themselves much troubled. Finally, on the 
ninth day, the supposed dead suddenly awoke^ without any pre- 
nonitory indications of life.* 

Belgium. 

M. Gaubert, a very painstaking authority, in ^Les 
Chambces Mortuaires d'Attente,"* says: — 

* There was a case at Brussels in January, 1867, of a 
person who returned to life just as the bearers arrived 
at the mortuaiy. 

^*A workman of the suburbs, emptoyed by a firm of carriers, 
fdl ill, and in a few days died. This suddenness of the death 
donbu as to its reality, and after the usual delay he %ras 
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taken to the mortuary connected with the cemetery. Tlie body 
was left for a few days' observation. As soon as they aimed 
a noise escaped from the coffin, and arrested the atteatioa of 
the people present At once they hastened towards the €ofiB» 
and tried to restore him, and in a short time he came to 1S§^ 
The same evening he was able to return to his home. On the 
following day he went himself to the authorities to aanol the 
record of his supposed death." (P. 183.) 

M. Gaubert continues: — ^^We have collected in 
Germany fourteen cases of apparent death followed by 
return to life in mortuaries, in spite of all that has 
been done for the prevention of such occurrencea.* 
(P. 182.) 

Cassel. 

Dr. E. Bouchut, in ''Signes de la Mort," third 
edition, p. 50, writes: — 

''An apothecary's assistant had an attack of syncope^ which 
continued for eight days, when he was apparently dead, and was 
removed to the mortuary of the Military Hospital, Cassel, where hs 
was covered with a coarse wrapper and 1^ amongst the 
The following night he awoke from his lethargy, and, on 
nising the horrible place where he was, dragged hiniself to the 
door and lacked against it. The noise was heard by the sentinel^ 
aid arrived, and the patient was put in a warm bed, where h« 



Dr. Bouchut says that if he had been swathed in 
tight bandages his efforts at release would have been 
futile, and he would have been buried alive 

India. 

Dr. Roger S. Chew, of Calcutta, has forwarded the 
following cases to the author as the resulbi of his own 
personal experience:— 
24 
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**A towar— fV/^ native trooper— of the 7th regiment of cavalry, 
in 18781 carrying despatches at Nowshera, was thrown from his 
hofse, andy idling with his head against a sharp stone in the road, 
roUed 00 his hack, in which position he was found some six or 
seven hours after, and conveyed to the mortuary of the European 
Depdi Hospital pending removal to the Mines' of his own corps. 
There was very little haemorrhage, and the stone was still wedged 
in he t w cen the temporo-parietal suture. Cardiac sounds and 
respiratory murmurs could not be detected. The limbs were 
perfectly rigid, and there was a good deal of cadaveric ecchymosis 
to be distinctly seen. Nothing would have convinced anyone that 
tbe sowar was still alive, and Surgeons- Major Hunter, Gibson, and 
Briggs, Apothecary S. Pollock, Assistant-Surgeon J. Lewis, and 
myseli^ vtrily believed he was stone-dead. As ' cause of death ' is 
what the army is exceedingly particular about. Surgeon- Major 
Hunter removed the impacted stone and lifted out portions of the 
fractured bone (prior to holding a pro^r posi-marUm)^ when to the 
surprise of all of us * the corpse' deliberately closed its eyes (which 
were staring open when the body was first brought in), and there 
was a slight serous haemorrhage. On noticing this, the sowar's 
bead was trephined— no chloroform or other anaesthetic being 
used— some more fragments of bone and a large blood-clot that 
pressed 00 the brain were removed, and, as the sowar repeatedly 
ilinchcd under this operation, a stimulant was poured down his 
tliroat, and he was removed to his regimental hospital, from which 
he was discharged * well' some six months and a half Uter. After 
tbis he did good service in the Afghan and Egyptian campaigns." 

''Seigeant J. Clemenu Twining, of H.M.'s 109th regiment of 
British infantry, located at Dinapoor in 1876, was brought in an 
unconscious state to the hospital, supposed to be suffering from 
€Mip di soieU. Everything that could be done was ineffectually 
tried to rouse him from coma, and he was removed to the dead- 
house to wait posi-marUm next morning. At two a.m. the sentry 
OQ the dead-house came rushing down to the dispensary (about 
ioar hundred and fifty yards off) declaring that he had seen and 
beard a ghost in the dead-house^ to which myself and the com- 
pounder and dresser on duty at once proceeded, to find that 
dements Twining, who was now partially conscious, was lying on 
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the dead-house flags groaning most piteously^he had loDed off 
the table on to the floor. He returned to health, and in 1S77 
accompanied his regiment to England, where I met him ml 
Woolwich in 1883, and he asked me to corroborate his story of 
'returning to life' to certain of his acquaintances who had itfiisud 
to believe him." 

Hamburg. 

A correspondent .signing himself "^ T. E. N^** tn 
To-Day, October 12, 1895, says: — 

**When acting as special correspondent to the £umu^ 
JferaU in Hamburg during the cholera plague, I met a gentle 
man who had been passed for dead and placed in the mortqaiy 
to await burial. When the porters entered some hours later to 
remove the hundred or so bodies, they found this gentleman 
sitting up in great pain, and very much frightened. He was 
placed in a ward, and recovered. 

''About the same time a little gtri came to life actually at 
the graveside. She had been brought in one of several four* 
horse vans that conveyed bodies for interment in the Ohlsdorff 
graveyard. Fortunately for her, she had not been placed in a 
coffin, the exigencies of the time rendering it impoasible to 
provide caskets for the dead. When the disease bq^an to die 
out, the people found time to ask—' Can it be poasible that life 
remains in any of the bodies buried?' That the doctors in the 
latter days cut the ulnar arteries of all subjects before pasiinf 
them for dead is full of significance.* 

United States of America. 

The Undertaktr^ Review^ January 23» 1894, reports 
that :— 

" Lena Feltows, aged twenty*two yearsi a servant in the emplny 
of A. K. Knox, of Dufialo^ fell dead, as %ras thought, while at 
work on December 8. The remains were taken to the nMMgnn 
in a coffin, but next morning when Moigue-Keeper M*Shann 
began to lift the supposed corpse into the refrig|efator he 
that the woman was alive. It was a case of catalepsy.* 
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Dr. J. M. Duncan, of Kansas City, U.S.A., in an 
instructive article in the Medical Briefs August, 1897, 
fldates the following remarkable experiences: — 

''In 1S65 I was 00 duty in a United Suites field hospital. On 
May 15 a soldier in one of the hospiuls died. His body was 
liathed, prepared, and carried to the mortuary. At daybreak 
next morning he was found sitting upright, was taken back to 
the ward, and made a good recovery. This soldier said that 
while the nurMS were dressing him he tried to kick them, and 
in every way tried to make them know he was not dead ; but 
could not move. All night, as he lay in the dead-house, he 
kept trying to break the spell, realising luUy that he must get 
m move on him or be buried alive next day. He distinctly 
lieaid everything as usual, could see things before him, and his 
sense of feeling was perfectly normal. As twilight began to 
appear in the east, he was feeling chilly and felt like sneezing, in 
the efibrt of which he caught his breath, and raised himsdf up." 

London. 

The following incident caused a great deal of 
comment at the time, and suggested to many that 
other cases of suspended animation might have a 
less fortunate issue: — 

** Ernest Wicks, a boy two years old, was found lying on the 
grus in Regent's Park apparently dead, and resuscitated in St. 
Marjiebone Mortuary (after being laid out on a slab as dead) in 
September, 1895, by the keeper, Mr. Ellis, assisted by Mrs. 
Ellis. When the doctor arrived, the child was breathing freely, 
though still insensible. The chikl was taken to the Middlesex 
Hospital^ and was reported by the surgeon to be recovering 
Drom a fit* 

A correspondent writes us as follows, on February 
27. 1903:— 

**The husband of an oki servant of ours underwent an opera- 
ckm in the Brompton Hospital He was supposed to have died. 
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and was therefore taken to the mortuary. Fortnnatdy for hist 
he gave signs of lifo before being buried, and !% I believe^ tXnt 
now." 

Lille. 

The Progris du Nord^ April 2, 1894, reports: — 

"^M. Vangiesen, aged eighty-one years* awakened from 
supposed death on the flagstones of the mortuary at the Cbarirf 
Hospital at Lille." 

H. L. Kerthomas, in *" Demi&res Considerations sur 
les Inhumations Prdcipit^" Lille, 1853, p. 17, relates 
that:— 

''At a hospital in Liege two hoose-suigeons were at the 
'Salles des dtoides' in pursuance of their anatomical sindics 
when, hearing at one side of them a noise like stifled bresthiafr 
great was their fear I Still, they coolly finished their cxamiaatioa, 
and then discovered the supposed corpse moving convnbivdy 
amongst his dead companions ; but, thanks to cfikieBt help, he 
was completely restored to health.* (The above oocuned ia 
i«47.) 

Enough evidence has been given to justify our 
contention that upon every ground — ^mc^, sodsl, 
sanitarian, humane, and economical — the British nation 
should seriously take this matter up, and see to it that 
Parliament be. urged to pass, without further delay, a 
measure which shall ordain that waiting mortuaries of 
the character we have described be erected in every 
sanitary district throtighout the kingdom. 



\ 
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CHAPTER XXriL 

CONCLUSION. 

It has been our endeavour to present in a concise 
form the salient Tacts connected with the important 
subject which forms the title of this work. It would 
have been easy to fill a much larger volume than this 
with reports of authentic cases of premature burial 
and narrow escapes from such terrible mischances, and 
with more detailed results of the authors' researches on 
the subject in various parts of Europe and America, as 
well as in the East The cases adduced to illustrate 
the text are, however, presented as types of hundreds 
of others obtainable from equally reputable sources, 
and to be found in the works of various trustworthy 
authorities, the titles of which can be seen in the 
Bibliography at the end of this volume. 

We herewith append a summary of the chief points 
we have presented, and which we have sought to sub- 
stantiate as far as the limited space will allow: — 

(i) Dioik - CaufUeffeits. — That trance, catalepsy, 
and other forms of death-counterfeit, arising from 
exhausting illnesses and diseases, from loss of blood 
and various nervous derangements, from extreme con- 
ditions of temperature, drugs, drowning, still-birth, etc, 
are of such mysterious and deceptive character that 
we are led to the conclusion that they may easily be 
mistaken for real death. 

(3) Tragic R€suiU.—ThaX mistakes of this nature 
have occurred in numerous instances. That not only 
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have persons been buried alive, as proved by subsequent 
exhumations, but that in many instances, in this and 
other countries, many have revived after having been 
supposed to be dead by their relatives and attendant 
physicians. 

(3) Justifiable Fear. — ^That a natural dread exists 
in the minds of many persons lest they should fall 
victims to such a terrible mistake. That this has 
been evidenced by the numerous directions laid donn 
in the wills of perfectly sane and even of notable 
persons, which provide against any possible resuscita- 
tion in the hopeless tomb. That this fear has been 
likewise manifested by the offer of substantial prizes 
by scientists and by learned societies for the most 
approved method of diagnosing between latent life 
and actual death. That the dread has been further 
shown by the several inventions, such as safety coffins 
and safety graves, which have been seized upon by 
the public in the hope of protecting them from the 
most awful of all deaths. 

(4) Legal Hindrances. — That the formalities associ* 
ated with the disinterment of a body, or even the 
opening of a coffin, whether in England or abroad» 
and the slavish acceptance of and obedience to 
medical certification given under exceedingly lax 
conditions, are fraught with dangerous possibilities to 
the living and to the apparently dead 

(5) Special Risks. — That the risk of premature 
burial is especially serious in France, ^^n Spain and 
Portugal, in the west of Ireland, in both European 
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and Asiatic Turkey, and in India; also among the 
Jews, where both the Jewish law and ancient custom 
enjoin burial within a few hours of death, and for 
similar reasons in all oriental countries, jnd in the 
Southern States of North America. 

(6) Illusory Nature of Death 5i;^//x — That the 
various signs which are supposed to indicate death, 
such as the cessation of respiration and of cardiac 
action, a pale. waxy, and death-like appearance, a 
stiflening of the limbs, or rigor uwrtis^ insensibility 
to cutaneous excitation, the departure of heat from 
the body, are singly and collectively illusory ; the 
only safe and infallible test of dissolution being the 
manifestation of putrefaction in the abdomen. 

(7) Death-Certificates. — That the present method of 
granting a death-certificate in this country is most 
unsatisfactory, seeing that the medical attendant is 
relieved from the necessity of viewing the supposed 
dead before giving it. and that every year some 
ten thousand death-certificates are accepted by the 
Rq^trar-General in which the cause of death is not 
even stated. If the legislature enacted tliat the 
certifying medical man shall in every instance examine 
the body of the allq^ed dead person, and shall state 
upon his certificate the grounds upon which he bases 
his judgment, as the result of such personal examina- 
tion (for which a small fee. as in the case of 
notification, might be paid by the local authority), a 
greater saf^^uard of life would be ensured than is 
possible under the lax system which at the present 
time is allowed by law. 
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(8) Difiuiie Midkal Trainittg.—TYaX there shoald 
be systematic medical instruction (which does noc 
exist at the present time) durin{; the course of train- 
ing at our medical schools and colleges upon the 
phenomena of trance, catalepsy^ syncope, and other 
forms of suspended animation ; and that knowlec^ 
of definite tests necessary to the prevention of pre* 
mature burial be demanded in all examinations for 
medical diplomas and dq^rees. 

(9) A Real Danger. — ^That, in view of the numerous 
authentic instances of premature coflfinment, premature 
burial, and narrow escapes, which have been collected 
t(^ether, we are forced to the conclusion that these 
instances can but represent large numbers of other 
cases which have never been, and, by the veiy nature 
of the circumstances, could never be, brought to lighL 

(10) Other Risks. — ^That even embalming, dissecting. 
and cremation are each and all accompanied by risks 
to life unless the precaution is first taken of ascertain* 
ing that life has really ceased to exist 

(11) T/te Only Real Safeguard. — That no evidence 
of death is really satisfactory except that which is 
supplied by putrefaction, usually evidenced by the 
change of colour .in the abdomen. That to ensure 
this safeguard waiting mortuaries should be erected 
by every sanitary authority in the kingdom at public 
expense, such as are provided at Munich, Weimar, 
Stuttgart, and other German cities, furnished with 
every appliance for resuscitation, watched yby qualified 
attendants, and in telephonic communication with a 
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medical superintendent, who shall be authorised to 
grant the removal of the body to the cemetery only 
when the Tact of death has been unequivocally estab- 
lished by the sign of decomposition. 

(12) Afi Apf€€d. — If the foregoing conclusions are 
established, and we believe such to be the case, the 
need for immediate action *is urgent and imperative, 
and the prompt intervention of Parliament should be 
at once invoked. May we hope for the cordial co- 
operation of all classes and all sections on a question 
on which the whole community have a deep and vital 
interest, and on which procrastination will certainly be 
fatal to some of its members? It is not an academic 
question, but one of the gravest practical character, 
the earnest consideration and treatment of which 
cannot be n^lected with impunity. 
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APPENDIX A. 

HISTORICAL CASES OK RESTORATION FROM APPARENT 

DEATH. 

From the tine of KorniMino» TcrilH, wid ZMchia (tec BibliQefapby» 
leveoiceiith ocnlttry)^ ceruin nouUc iniuiioes have been ctttd frans 
old ftttibort ol retlontkHi fron appucnt dcaih wilh a fiood deal of 
vnifofmity in emyt or thcsct on thU subject. One of the moet ten- 
vcnient (to Englldi rcaden) of thcee oompilatioot it to be found in en 
MionymoM ctny, *'The Uncertainty of the Signs of Death,'* Dnfaliat 
1748 (printed by George Fanlkner), Iron which, the following catmcU 
are taken cvrl«//M>— 

Pltttarch infomt us that a certain person fell iron an eminence but 
did not show the least appearance of any wound i for, three days after, 
he suddenly resamed his strength, and returned to life as his friends 
were convqring him to the grave. 

Asdepiades, a celebrated physician, on Us return fron his country 
seat net a large conpany conveying a corpse to the grave. A principle 
of curiosity induced him to ask the name of the deceased person ; but 
grief and sorrow reigned so universally that no one returned him answer; 
upon which, approaching the corpse, he found the whole of it rubbed 
over with perfumes, and the ntouth moistened with precious balm, 
according lo tlie custom of the Greeks ; then carefully feeling every part» 
and discovering latent signs of life, he ibrthwith aflirmed that the 
person was not dead, and the person was saved.— Celsus iL, 6, '*De 
re Medica.** 

In the tenth book of Plato's ** Republic" is rekted the story of one 
Er, an Armenian, who was slain in battle. Ten days after^ when the 
surviving soldiers came, with a view to inter the dead, they found all 
the bodies corrupted except his ; for which reason th^ conveyed him 
to his own bouse in order to inter him in the usual manner. But two 
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days after, to the great sarpriie of alt pr«seiit» he returned to life when 
laid on the funeral pile. C^enstcdt remarks upon this ease* which he 
took from Kommann's treatise "De Miracvlis Mortuorum," ''that the 
sonl aooMtimes remains in the body when the senses are so fettered, 
and, as it were, locked up, that it is hard to determine whether a 
persoo is dead or alive." Pliny in his *'Natuial History," book vii., 
<^P' SSf which treats of iJUu wAp kavi reiwntd U lift whin ik^ 
Wim «Afw/ l# A# /«£/ in ike gravtt tells us that Adlius Aviola, a man 
of so oonsidemble distinction that he had formerly been honoured with 
the consulship, returned to life when he was upon the funeml pile; but 
as he could not be rescued fiom the violence of the flames he was 
burnt alive. The like misfortune also happened to Ludus Lamia, who 
had been piaetor. These two shocking accidents are also related by 
Valerius Mazimus. Celius Tubero had a happier iate than his two 
fellow-dtiiens, since, acieording to Pliny, he discovered the signs of life 
before it was too late. His state, however, was fiir from eligible, since, 
being laid on the funeral pile, he stood a fair chance of being exposed 
to the like misfortune. Pliny, from the testimony of Varro, adds that 
when a distribution of land was making at Capua, a certain man, when 
carried a ooosklcrable way from his own house in order to be interred, 
retunied home on foot. The like surprising accident also happened at 
Aquinum. The last instsnce of this nature related by the author 
occurred at Rome, and Pliny must, no doubt, have been intimately 
acquainted with all its most mmuie circumstances, since the person 
was one Cerfidius, the husband of his mother's sister, who returned to 
life after an agreement had been made for his funeral with the under- 
taker, who was probably much disappointed when he found him alive 
and in good health. 

These examples drawn from Roman history greatly contribute to 
• establish the uncertainly of the signs of death, and ought to render us 
very cautious with respect to blenaents. 

Greece and Italy are not the only theatres in which such tragical 
evenu have been acted, since other counuies of Europe also furnish us 
with instances of a like nature. Thus, Maximilian Misson, in his 
*' Voyage Through Italy," tome L, letter 5, tells us^ 

** That the n umber of persons who have been interred as dead, when 
they were rcaOy alive, is very great in comparison with those who have 
beoi happily rescued from their graves 1 for, in the town of Cofogne, 
Afckfaisbop Csfoo accwding to Albertus Kiantslua— was intcircd alive, 
asd died for want of scasoiiable rdeasement." 
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It is ftlto ecftaia thai hi the aune town the like mtslbrtimc liAppeacd 
to JohaiiMi D«M Sootw» who in hb grave tore his huids tad wovndcd 
his hcftd. Missoo dso rehaes the following :» 

** SooM ycnit sgothe wife of one Mr. Menreche, a goMsinith of F<oktiefs» 
bciag buried wHh sone rinp on hcf Sogers, as she had denied when dying, a 
floor Man of the neighboorhood, being apprised of that dicumstance, next 
night opened the grave in order to make hinsclf master of the rings, Unt as 
he eookl not poll then off without some vk>lence, he in the attempt waked 
the woman, who spoke distinctly, and complained of the injury done her. 
Upon this, the robber made his escape. The woaaan, now roused firom 
an apoplectic 6t, roee Irom her coffin, relumed to. her own bouse, and 
in a few days r ecove r ed a perfect state of health." 

What induced Misioa to relate these histories was a certain piece of 
painting preserved in the church of the Holy Apostles at Cologne, in order 
to keep up the memory of a certain accklent, which that tiavelkr relates 
in the following manner :— 

*'In the year 1571, the wife of one of the magistrates of Cologne 
being interred with a valuable ring on one of her fingers, the grave- 
digger next night opened the grave in order to take it off, but we may 
readily suppose that he was in no small consternation when the sup- 
posed dead body squeeted his hand, and laid fast hoM of him, in order 
to get out of her coffin. The thief, however, disengaging himself, 
made his escape with all expedition ; and the lady, diseniaa^ing herKlf 
in the best manner she cookl, went home and knocked at her own door, 
where, after shivering in her shroud, after some delay she was admitted by 
the terror-stricken servanu ; and, being warmed and treated in a proper 
manner, completely recovered." 

Simon Goubart, in his admirable and memorable histories, printed at 
Geneva in 1628, relates the following accident :^'* A bdy, whose name 
was Reichmuth Adotoh, was supposed to iall a victim to a pestilence, which 
raged with such impetuous fury as to cut off most of the inhabitaau of 
Cologne. S<x>n after, however, she not only rec o ve r ed her health, but 
also brought into the world three sons, who, in prooem of time, were 
advanced to livings in the Church.** 

** The town of Dijon, in Burgundy, was, in the year 1558, afflicted with 
a violent plague, which cut off the inhabitants so last that there was not 
time for each dead person to have a separate grave ; for which reaaoo 
large pits were made and filled with as noany bodies as they could contain. 
In this deplorable conjuncture, Mrs. Nicole Tenlillet shared the 
common fiite, and after kbouring under the disorder for some days, fell 
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into ft qraeope 10 pioi b iu id that At was tMken far dead, and aooofd- 
iagly Imricd ia a pit with the olbcr dead bodies. The iiezi ■ftoraing 
after her ialenneat At le t a i aed to lifep and aaide the i t w uge i t efliortt 
to set oat. but wat held doani fajr the wc%ht of the bodies with which 
she was coveted. She leiained ia this wictdwd condittoii for Ibor 
dsja* when the gtave-digsen took her oat aad carried her to her own 
lioBiet where she rccovcfcd peifectly* Fbllowiaf this esse, that of a 
Ubooring Bum of CoareeOeSy near KeadiAtd» is aanated. He fell into 
ao pioi b un d syneope that he was taken for dead ; bat the pcnoos who 
were pa ttin g him nito his giavOf withovt a colani perceived aoase notion 
in his tho«klen» for which ntnoa they carried bin to his own home, 
where he'pericctly leoovcied* This accident nid the loandation vw his 
beine csUed the ghost of CoaiceQes. 

" A kwjer of Vesoal, a town of Ffandie-Cont^, near Benncon» so 
csielany concealed a lethaigy, to which he was snbject, that nobody 
kaew anylhiag of his disoider» thongh the paroaysnis ictamed veiy ftc- 
qnently. The motive which prindpally indaced hini to this secrecy was 
the diead of losiag a lady to whom he was jast about to be msnried 
Being afiaidy however* leit soase paroxytan shoald prove fiual to him, 
he oomaranicated his case to the sheriff of the town, who, by virtno of 
his office, was obliged to take csie of htm if aach a misibftane should 
happen. The am r ri age was coododed, and the lawyer for a consider- 
able time enjoyed a perfect state of health, bat at bst was seised with 
so violent a paiosym of the disease that hb lady, to whom he had 
not revealed the secici, not doubting his death, ordered him to be put 
in his codin. The sheriff, though absent when the paroxysm - seized 
hia^ luduly retamed ia tiaie to preserve him ; for he ordered the inter* 
» be delayed, aad the lawyer, retaming to life, sarvired the 



Aaother case is that of a certain perKm who was conveyed to the 
daudi in order to be interred, but one of his friends sprinkling a large 
^naaiity of holy water on his feoe, which was covered, he not only 
ictnmed to life, but also resumed a perfect stale of health. 

This writer sabjoins other histories of perHms who^ being interred 
alive, have expired n their graves and tombs, as has afterwards been 
discovered by various marks amde, not only in their sepulchres, but 
also la thek own bodiei. He in a particular manner nMntioos a young 
lady of Aaxboorg, who^ felling into a syncope, in consequence of a 
rt^^r**^*^ of the amtrix, was buried in a deep vault, without being 
covered wkh earth, because her friends thought it saflicient to have the 
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Ywh euthXtf dnit vpi Soom ymn after, however, rise of the Cunily 
heppcned to die ; the vanit was opened, and the hody of the yoang hdf 
Ibmid on the itaiiB at its entry, without any lineeii on the right hand. 

It is reeoided in *<Tr. dc Aere et Aliai. defect.," ca|K Tit., that a 
certain wooMn was haneed, and in all appeaianecs was dead, who was 
neveftheleM leMored to life fay a physidan accidentally coming in and 
^^f4cring a nieniifiil administration of sal ammoniac* 

Another case of hanging is the story of Anne Green, cxecnted at 
Oxford, Decemher 14, 165a She was hanged liy the node for half an hour, 
some of her friends thumping her on the breast, others hanging with aU 
their weight upon her Iqp, and then pulling her down again with a 
sadden jerk, therefay the sooner to despatch her out of her pain. After 
she «*as in her collin, being observed to breathe, a lusty fellow stamped 
with all hit force on her breast and stomadi to put her out of pain. Bat 
by the assistance of Dr. Petty, Dr. Willis, Dr. Balhartt, and Dr. Clnrfc, 
she was acain broui^t to life. 

Kommann, in his treatise "De Miraculis Mortuomm," relates the 
following history I—" Saint Augustine, from Saint Orille, informs us that 
a cardinal of the name of Andrew, having died in Rome in the presenc e 
of several bystandcn, was next day conveyed to the church, where the 
Pope and a body of the clergy attended service in order to do honour to 
his memory. But to their great surprise, after some graans, be recov er ed 
his life and senses. This event was at the time looked upon as a miracle, 
and ascribed to Saint lerome, to whom the cardinal was greatly 



The following account seems more to resemble a miracle, though we do 
not find that it was looked upon as such :^'* Gocellinus, a young amn, 
and nephew to one of the Archbishops of Cologne, felling into the 
Rhine, was not found for fifteen days after, but was discovered to be 
alive as he Uy before the shrine of Saint Guibert.** 

Persons curkMis or inaediiloas upon the dangers of predpitate burinla 
may, for thdr mtisfection, have recourse to the medical observations of 
Forestus; those of Amatus Lusitanusi the chirorgical observatfons of 
'William Fabri i the treatise of Levinus Lemnius on the secret mimcks 
of Nature ; the observatfons of Schenkins ; the medico-legal questions of 
Paul Zacchias ; Albertinus Bottonus't treatise of the Disorders of WooMn ; 
Terilli's treatise on the Causes of Sudden Death { Laadsi's treatise Coo« 
ceming Deaths, and Kommann's treatise on the Mimdes of the Dead. 
These authors furnish us with a great variety of the nitet palpable and 
flagrant instances of the uncertainty of the signs of death. 
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Phpidttu of the earlier aga knew tbat there were discwden which so 
lodced Bp or deitrajred the extenuU aenacs that the patients kbooring 
voder them appealed to be dead. Aoooidinc to Mr. Le Qerc, in his 
** Histoiy of Medicine," Diogenca Laertins inforrot as " that Empedodca 
was particukriy adaMred for curing a wonan sappoaed lo be dead» though 
tlutt philoaopher frankly acknowledged that her disofder was only a 
anflbcation of the matrix, and affirmed that the patient might live in that 
state (the absence of respiration) for thirty days." 

Mr. Le CIcre, in the work already quoted, tells us that " Heraclidca 
of rootus wrote a book concerning the causes of diseases, in which he 
affirmed timt in certain disorders a patient is without respiratkm for 
thirty days, and that they appeared dead in erery respect, except cor* 
mption of the body." 

To these authorities we may add that of Pliny, who, after mentioning 
the lamentable £Ue of Avk>U and Lamia, affirms^" That such is the 
condition of humanity, and so uncertain the judgment men are capable- 
of forming of thingh that even death itself is not to be trusted to.'* 

Colems, in *'Oeoonom," part vi., lib. xviii., cap. 113, obsenres — 
**That a pemon as yet not really dead may, for a long time, remain 
apparently in that state without discovering the least signs of life; and 
this has happened in the times of the pUgue, when a great many persons 
interred have returned to life in their graves." Auihors also inform ua 
that the like accident frequently belalls women seised with a sufibcation 
of the matrix (hysteria). 

Forustns, in " Obs. Med.," L xviL, oba. 9, informs us—'* That drowned 
persons have returned to life after remaining forty-eight hours in the 
watori and sometimes women, boried during a paroxyam of the hysteric 
passkm, have ratumed to life in their graves; for whioh reason it ia 
forbidden in some countries to bury the dead sooner than seventy-two 
hours after death." This precaution of delaying the interment of perMNia 
thought to be dead b of a very ancient date, since Pkto ordered the 
bodiea of the dead to be kept till the thud day, im 0r^ U hi smtisfUd 
^. iM$ ftmtitf 0f dmak. 

The bnrial costomi of the aodenU often iaduded steps that were 
taken na a precantkm ag»inst mistaking the living for the dead. Indeed 
the fear of such an aoeident seems to have always been entertained aa 
a thing liable to occur in every case of serming death. The rmhalming 
proeasa empkiyed by the E^yptiana waa a suifiGal test of the kind. 
The abdomen was fiiat opened in order to nmiotn the intestines, and 
startling, aap mi i o caa must have been had in oodaequenee of the 
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iodtioM required lor thk ppe im doOt bccMue it wm cuMowiy fer the 
friends end rektiw of the dooeHod to throw aiottct at tht penow 
Miploydi Id cmhtlming m iooa m the work wm over, owiae ^ ^^ 
honor with which they were ftradc opoo wimeewng whet mm/t have 
been at tiaMa a cntA proeeediag. 

The frmeiat c ere e wwiiee uaed in the Caribbee Islands ai«» in a great 
HMeearet oonfermable to reason. Thof wash the body, wrap ie «p in a 
eloth, and then begin a series of faunentations and diseoarses calealatad 
to reoall the decaaied to life, by naauag all the pleaaares and privilecea 
he hu enjoyed in the world, aaying over and ovar again, *' llow coiats 
it, then, that you have died?** When the laneatations arc over, thcjr 
place the body on a small scat, ia a grave about Ibar or five feet doep^ 
aad for tea days present alinieau to ii, catrcatiag it to caL Then* 
coaviaced that it weald aeithcr eat aor return to life, they, for its 
obstinacy, throw the victuals oa its heed, and cover up the grave. It 
is evideat frees the piactices of this people that they wait so hwg bcfeiw 
they cover the body with earth because they have had '■^•*^Tf of 
persoas recalled to life by thcee measures. 

LauMatations of a similar kiad were employed by the Jews and 
Ronuuis, as well as by the andcnt Prussians and the inhaluiants of 
Servia, fouaded doubtless upoa siaular experieaces. 

The Thrsdaas, aooordiag to Herodotus, kept their dead fer on^three 
days, at the end of which tiose they offered up sa cr ifi ce s of all kinds» 
and, after biddiag their last adiea to the deceased, either burned or 
interred their bodies. 

According to Quenstedt, the ancient Russians Isid the body of the 
dead person aaked oa a table, and washed it fer an hoar wiUi warm 
water. Then they put it into a bier, which was set b the meet pnblie 
room ia the boose. On the third day they conveyed it to the place of 
interment, where, the bier being opened, the women embraced the body 
with great lamentatMps. Then the singers spent an hoar in shoatiag 
and making a noise in order to recall it to life; after which it was let 
down into the grave and covered with earth. So that this people need 
the test of warm water, that of cries, and a reasonable dday, before 
they proceeded to the interment. 

* In the kws and history of the Jews there is but one rsgalatkm with 
respect to intennent (in the twenty-first chapter of Deuteronomy), where 
the Jewish Icgisktor oiders perMos hanged to be buried the eame day. 
From this ooe Is led to infer that the funeral oereCMnies, as handed 
dowa from Adam, were otherwise perfect and uneioeptioBableb Hie 
25 
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bier osed fajr the Jews, on which the body was kid, was not shut at the 
tO|H is our eoliins are, as is obvious iirom the resnmction of the widow's 
•on of Nain* rcooided in the seventh chapter of Luke, where these 
words occur :—" And he came and touched the bier, and they that bare 
him stood stilL And he said. Young man, I say unto thee. Arise ; and 
he that was dead sat np and begui to speak." 

Gicms and Cslmet inform ns that the body, before tU interment, bty 
for soose days in the pordi or dining-room of the house. According 
to Marctas, it was probably during this time that great Umentations 
were amde, in which the name of the deceased was intermixed with 
moumfol cries and groans. 

Mr. Boyer, member of the Faculty at Paris, obterres that such 
hunentatioos are stiU used by the Eastern Jews, and even by the Greeks 
who embnee the articles of the Greek Church. These people hire 
women to weep and dance fay turns round the body of the dead person, 
whom they interrogate with respect to the reasons they had for dying. 

Lamotti, a physician of Ferrara, informs us that " when any person 
among the Romans died, his nearest relatives closed his mouth and 
eyes, and when they mw him ready to expire they caught h» last words 
tad sighs. Then calling him akNid three times by his name, they bade 
him an eternal adieu.** This c er emo ny of calling the name of the dying 
pcnon was called Condamation, a custom that dates prior to the 
fenndation of Rome, and was only abolished with paganism. 

Propertius acquaints us with the efleet they expected from the first 
Condamatkni—since there were seveiml of them. He introduces Cynthia 
ns saying, **Nobody called me by my name at the time my eyes were 
donng, and t should have enjoyed an additkmal day if you had 
mntted me to tifo." 

Condamations were made also by trumpets and horns, blown upon 
the head, into the ears, and upon the neck and chest, so as to penetrate 
all the cavities of the body, into which, as the ancients imagined, the 
fonl might possibly make her letrett 

Qnonstedt and Casper Barthius, in '^Advcrs.,** Hb. xxxvii., ch. xy, 
tells as that it was cnstomaiy among the andents to wash the bodies 
of their dead in warm water before they burned them, *< that the heat 
of the water might rouse the knguid prindple of life which might' 
possiUy be left in the body.** 

By warm water we are to understand boiling water, as is obvious 
fpom the copious steam arising firom the vessd represented in pieces 
«f rtatMiy la such instances t as also from the Sixth Book of Virgirs 
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"vKacid'*— **Soaie of the oompMiiottt of i£iicH» with boiline water 
takes firom bcaaca tciicIi» ivuh the dead body, and thca anoint it.** 

*' A eonetpondent of the lau Dr. Hawct amtrci ■■ that there was 
then Hviac in Heitlbidshiie a tedy of an ancient and honourable fiunaly 
whoee mother was brmaght to life after iatement by the attempt of a 
thief to itcal a ndnable rii^ from her fii^^. (See KcpocU of the 
Royal Hamane Society for lySy-SS^ p. 77) Whether it wis the 
mme or not t cuinoC my» but IsAf Dryden, who raided in the 
lOttthern pan of Northamptoaahire, in oonteqnenee of soom Hch event 
having oeeaned b her iunily, esprcmly directed in her will that her 
body thoold have the throat cat acraet prerioos to interment ; and to 
accnre this beqoeathcd fifty pounds to an emhient phyiician« who 
actaatly performed it.**— Dr. Carry's "Ofaeervations on Apparent Death,** 
p^ lo6t. 

Dr. EUiotson refon to a cue of a female who was pronounced to be 
dead. Her pulse eoold not be felt, and she was put into a ooffin ; and 
as the ooffin lid was being closed they obeenred a sweat bresk out, and 
thus mw that she was aUvc. She recor e red oompletely, and then stated 
that she had been nnable to give any signs of lifo whatever ; that •she 
WIS oonackras of all that wis going 00 around her; that the 
heard everytUng 1 and that, when she ftwiid the coOin lid about to be 
pot on, the agony was dreedfol beyond all dcicriptkm, so that it 
prodttoed the sweat seen by the attendants. 



Dkatu*tkanck. 

In two eaics rehtted by the kle Mr. Braid, of Mandicster, **tlie 
patienu remaiaed in the horrible condition of hearing various renmrks 
about their death and interment. All this they heard diftinctly without 
hiving the power of giving any indication that they were alive, until 
some accidental abrupt imprcsiioo aroused them from their lethargy, and 
rescued them from their perilous situation. On one of thcM occastoos, 
what most intensely affected the feelings of the entranced sabiect, as 
she afterwards communioued to my informant, was hearing a little 
sister, who came into the room where the was hdd out for dead, exulting 
in the prospect, in consequence of her death, of getting poiseiiion of a 
neckkce of the deceased.** In another instance, the patient remained in 
a cataleptic condition for fourteen days. During this period the visible 
signs of vitality were a slight degree of animal hea^and appea n mce of 
moisture when a mirror was held dose to her fooe. But although she 
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luid DO vohintaiy power to give indicmtion bf word or gesture, nerer- 
iheleM ihe heard and nadentood all that was said and proposed to be 
done* and snflfiered the most exquisite torture from various tests applied 
to her. • • • There is hardly a more interesting chapter in the 
fcooids of medical literature than the history of well*authenticatcd cases 
of profound Icthaigy or dcath-tranct. Most of the reported cases in 
which persons in a state of trance are stated to have been consigned to 
Ihe horrors of a living burial may possibly be apocryphal Still, on 
the other hand» there are unquestumably too vamny well*substaniiated 
Instanrrs of the actual occurrence of this calamity, the horrors of which 
BO efibrt of the imagination can exaggerate, and for the prevention of 
whadi no pains can be excessive and no precaution superfluous. 

The following is taken Irom *' Memorials of the Family of Scott, ot 
Seolt't Hall, b the County of Kent, with an Appendix of Illustrative 
Documents,'* by James Renat Scott, F. S. A., London, 1876, page 
MSI— 

*' Robert Scott, Esq.* tenth (but sixth surviving) son of Sir Thomas 
Scott, of Scott's Hall, Knight, married Prisdlh^ one of the daughters 
of Sir Thomas Honywood, of Elmsmere, Knight, by whom he had nine 
children. Remarkable aoddenu happened to the said Robert Scott 
and Prisdlla, his wife, before their marriage, at their marriage, and 
after their marriage, before they had children. At their marriage, 
which was in or about the year 1610, the said Robert Scott having 
forgot his wedding ring when they were to be married, the said rriscilla 
was married with a ring with death's head upon it. 

*« Within a short time after they were married the said Robert Scott, 
and Prisdlla* his wife, sojourning with Sir Edward at Austenhanger, 
the said Robert Scott, about Barthokmiewtide, fell sick of a desperate 
malignant fover, and was given over for dead by all, insomuch as that 
he was laid forth, the pillows pulled from under him, thecurtaina 
drawn, and the chamber windows set open, and ministers spoke to to 
picach the funeral service, and a book called for his fiineral that was 
to havt been kept at ScoU's Hall, where Sir John Scott, the eklest 
brother, then lived. At night he was watched with by his own servant, 
named RobiBB, and another servant in the house, and about mklnigbt 
they sitting together by the fire in the chamber, tHe said Robins said 
10 the other, 'Mcthinks my master shouM not be dead, t will go and 
try,' and presently starting up went to the bedside where his master 
Wd, and haUooed n his car, and kdd a feather to his nostrils, and 
p cfcc i vcd that he breathed, upon which he called them up ia the house. 
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and they wanned cloihes and ruUbed him, and bRN^hi hin to liie 
again. He lived aAerwanU to be apwaida of aevcitty-two yean af agi; 
and to have nine children. 

"Another remarkable pasnge wmb that his wife, Priacilla, bck^ ikm 
very sick also, they tohl her that he was dead. She answcvcd that she 
did not believe that God wouM part them so toon. The aaid rriwiBi, 
when born, was kid for dead, no one minding her, bat aU Ihc womoi 
went to help her mother, who was then like to die after her dciiwfy : 
tut at last an old woman, taking the child in her anna, CMtied il 
downstairs, and using means, brought her to Itle. The oOwr w u mea, 
missing the chihl» and hearing the old woman had carried her down la 
get life in her, Isnghcd at her, as thinking it impossible i» faring the 
child to life; bat in a little time she brought it into the chasBbsr, 
to the amazement of them all, and sakl she might Uvc to be an old 
woman ; and so she did lo the age of fiAy-two, and hnd ntne chikiffn.* 
' The following cases are from Mrs. Crowe's ** Night Side of Kaiese,* 
pp. 133136:— 

*' Dr. Barns mentions a girl at Canton who lay in a tnnoe, bu s iin^ 
every word that was said around her, but utterly unable to move a 
finger. She tried to cry out but could not, and wpposed that she was 
really dead. The horror of finding that she was about to be buried at 
length caused a perspiration to appear on her skin, ami the finally 
revived. She described that she felt that her soul had no power lo act 
upon her body, and that it seemed to be f is A«r imffr «W m»i ^ H dl 
iki tamt iimt.** 

" Lady Fanshawe rebited the case of her mother, who, beiag sick of a 
fever, her friends and servants thought her deceased, and she lay ia Ifaal 
state for two days and a night ; but Mr. Winskiw, coming to comCMt my 
father, went into my mother's room, ami looking earnestly into her free, 
said, ' She was so handsome, and looked so lovely, that he eoold m« 
think her dead,' and suddenly Uking a lancet out of his pocket he oM 
the sole of her foot, which bled : upon this he immedlatdy canted her 
to be removed to the bed again, and she opened her cyctv AAcr rabbing 
and other rcstomtive means, and came to life." 

*' On the 10th of January, 1717, Mr. John Gardner, a minkier at Elgia, 
fell into a trance, tad being to all ap p eaian c es dead, he was pel iMo a 
coffin, and on the second day was carried to the gravUi But fertwnaleljf a 
noise being heard, the coffin was opened, and he was fiMOMl alive md 
uken home again, where, according to the reeoid, *he 
strange and amasing things which he hnd seen in the oche 
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Under the head of <* Suspended Animation: Cues of Recovery,' etc y** 
the Report of the Royal Humane Society for 1816-17, ppu 48-50, copies 

the following :—'* A young lady, an attendant on the Prinoeft of , 

after hairing been confined to her bed for a great length of time with a 
▼iolent disorder, was at but, to all appearances, depriTcd of life. Her 
lips were quite paie, her face resembled the countenance of a dead 
penon, and her body became cold. 

**She was removed from the room in which she died, was laid in a 
colBn, and the day of her funeral was fixed on. The day arrived, and, 
according to the custom of the country, fiineral songs and hymns were 
sung Ijcfoce the door. Just as they were about to nail on the lid of the 
eoflin a slight perspiration was observed to appear on the sarfiice of 
her body. It grew greater every moment, and at last a kind of con- 
vulsive motion was observed in the hands and feet of the corpse. A 
few moments after, during which time fresh signs of returning life 
appeared, slic at once opened her eyes and uttered a pitiable shriek, 
I1i)-sicians were quickly procured, and in the course of a few days she 
was considerably restored, and is probably alive at this day.*' 

The description which she herself gave of her situation is extremely 
remsrkable, and forms a curious and authentic addition to psychology : — 

*'She said it seemed to her, as if in a dream, that she was really 
dead 1 yet she was perfectly conscious of all that happened around her 
in this dreadful state. She distinctly heard her friends speaking, and 
lamenting her death at the side of her oollin. She felt them pull on 
the dcMl-dothes and bty her in it This feeling produced a mental 
anxiety which was indescribable. She tried to cry, but her soul was 
without power and couM not act on her body. She had the contrsdictory 
foding as if she were in her body and yet not in it at one and the 
same time. It was equally impossible for her to stretch out her arms, 
or to open her eyes, or lo cry. The internal anguish of her mind was, 
however, at its utmost height when the ftineral hymns began to be sung 
and when the lid of the cofiin was about to be nailed on. The thought 
that she was to be buried alive was the first one which gave activity 
to. her soul, and caused it to operate on her corporeal fiame.'* 

Related by Dr. Hers in the ** Pftycholagical Magsane,** and transcribed 
hy Sir Alexander Crichton in the introdnetloa to his essay 00 ** Mental 
Denwgenienl.'* (a vols*. liond.. 1798.) 



••One of the most fri|^tiul cases extant b thu of Dr. Walker, of 
Dnhlia* who had so ttam^ a presentiment on this mfaieet thtt he had 
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•dMOly wftetcD a trattisc asuiort the Irish amum of faMty liunL He 
UoiMtr subMqvcBUr dicd» ■» was beikred, oT a favcr. His dcoene 
look plftot m the sislit, and on the fbUowiag day be was interred. 
At this ttnM Mis. JicUuiy, the onoe-cdebaUcd actras» wm in Ivdud ; 
and M ihe had premised him, in the cooise oT convcfsation, that she 
would take cue he shoidd not be kid in the caith till vncqinreoel sipm 
of dissolation had appesfcd, she no sooner heard of whet had h e ppgnwi 
than she look mmsnres to haire the gnve reopcneds bat it wna 
naisitunAUly too btc. Dr. Walker had evidently levtred, and hid 
tarned upon hie skle ; bat life was qoiu extinct.'* 

Mr. Homce Welby, in a diapter on *' rrematnre Interment,'* ssys 
that ''the Rev. Owen Manning the historian of Snrrcy, darins hia 
rcsidencs at Cambridce UnivcffBity caueht smaU^poa, and was redaced 
fay the disorder to a suu of insensibility and apparent death. The body 
was laid oat and prepamtions were made for the iiinessl« when Mr. 
Manning's lather, coing into the chamber to lake a last look at hia 
son, raised the imagined corpse frem iu lecttmbent position, saying, * I 
will give my poor boy another chance,' upon which signs uf vitality 
were appaicoL He was therefore removed by his fineod and lelkNr* 
student, Dr. Heberden, and ultimately restored to health.'*^**The Mya- 
leries of Lile and Death," pp^ 115, 1161 

A most conspicuous and interesting monument in St. Giles's Church, 
Cripplegate, London (where Cromwell was married and John Milton 
Uified), is aareckted with a remarkable caie of trance or catalepsy. 
In the chancel k a striking sculptured figure in memory of Consta n c e 
Whitney, a kdy of remarkable giAs, whose rare excellences are fully 
described in the tablet. She k represented as rising from her coffin. 
Welby, at p. 116, rekles the story that she had been buried whik in a 
state of suspended animation, but was restored to lUe through the 
cupidity of the sexton, which induced him to disinter the body to 
obtain powesiion of a valuable ring kft upon her finger, which he 
concluded coukl be of no use to the wearer. A study of the kcta of 
prematura burki shows that the rifling of tombs and cofllinB to obtain 
valuables has in other i n sta nces revealed simikr tngk occ ur renceSi 

The often-dted ease of Mrk Goodman, one of those recalled to tile 
by the sexton's attempt to remove a ring from the finger, k thus reklad 
in the " History of Bandon," by George Bennett ;— 

Hannah, wife of Rev. Rkhard Goodman, vicar of BatlyaBodan, 
Ikndon, from 169a to i757i fcU into ill-healthy and apparently diad». 
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Two or Ihrce days after her deceaae the body was taken to KoMoar- 
liery Gathediml, and there teid in the fiimily vmlt of the GoodmanA. 
The attempt of the lexton to recover a valuable diamond ring iirom the 
finger it laid to have been made at an early |ioar the next morning. 
Mnch violence was nsed, so that the corpse moved, yawned, and 
sat apu The sexton having fled in terror, leaving hb lantern behind 
and the chwch door open, the lady in her shroud made her way out 
of the vanlt and through the church to the residence of her brother-in- 
law, the Rev. Thomas Goodman, which was just outside the churchyard. 
Having been admitted, after some deUy and constematioQ, she was put 
to bed, and lell asleep soon after, her brother-in-law and his man-servant 
keeping watch over her until midday, when she awoke refreshed. She 
is ssid to have shown herself in the vilhkge in the afternoon, to have 
supped with the laaaily in the evening, and to have set out for home 
on hociefaack next morning. She is said to have survived this episode 
for some years, and to have borne a son subsequent to it, who died at 
an advanced age at Innishannon, a vilhkge near Bandon. 

In Smith's ** History of Cork," vol ii., p^ 4^ the same incident m 
thus mentioned I—** Mr. John Goodman, ot Cork, died in January, 
I747t uged about fourscore; but what is remarkable of him, his 
mother was interred while she lay in a trsnce, having been buried in 
n vault, etc • • • This Mr. Goodman was bom tome time after." 



Mr. Pediard, Master ol Magdalen College, Cambridge, in a work 
entitled "Further Observatfons on the Doctrine of an Intermediate 
State," mentions that Mrs. Godfrey, Mistrcm of the Jewel Ofiioe, and 
sister of the great Duke of Marlborough, is stated to have lain in a 
trance, apparently dead, for seven days, and was declared by her 
medical attendants to have been dead. Colonel Godftey, her husband, 
would not allow her to be interred, or the body to be treated in the 
manner of a corpse ; and on the eighth day she awoke, without any 
cooadousnem of her long insensibility. 

The daughter of Hcniy Laurens, of South Carolina, the first President 
of the American Congrem during the Revolutionary War, died when 
; of small-pon. At all events a m e d ical esrtifieue pronou n ced her 
IS shrouded and coffined for iMcrment* It was 
' in those days to confine the patient amidst red curtains with 
After the csrtificau of death had been duly made out, 
thrown back and the windows opened. The ftesh air 
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pttkat, who l e w r cic d aad lived to a aotiire tec Thii 
ccaaoMd 00 bcr fiaher 10 powcHbl a drad of firiae 
tlMU be dWccod lif win Umu hk body ifaoidd be bmA. uid 
eajoteod oa bii cbOdraa the perJonaaaee of ibis wikb as a ncftd daiy* 

Uowhai, ia bit ^^Sipwade k Uoft," p. 58, lefaktcs tbet ibe pbyskka 
«f Qmca babdk of Sfnia was trcatii^ a dma daiiac a 
ilhiiM, and as be weal to ace bis pelicnt one moraiiic be wa: 
by Ibe wHsaM ilaU ibe ana bed died. He eaund, aad fbaad tbe 
body, ia ibe babit of the Order of St. Fiaads, laid oat apoa a faoaid. 
NotbiiV daaaicd, be bed biai pat badt to bed in qate ol tbe ridkak 
of iboee picsent, end Ibe patient toon fcvived aad feHy laoovctcd. 

Tbe SdUowiiv omcs aie from K5ppco (see Bibliogiapfay, 1799):— 

Vieaaa, 1791.— A csstle coaid (f^rikr) was ia a liaace for aevcnl 
days. His fomal was prrpaied. aad be was pkoed in a collbi. AU 
at ones be ancxpectedly opened bis eyes and calkd oat, *'Moibcr, 
wbcfe is Ibe coflee?** 

Halle. 1753---IB tbe lefiisleff of deatbs at St. Maf/s Chdrcb is ibc 
Ibllowiag entry i»**ShoeaMker Casper Kocb was liaricd, aced eigfaiy^ 
«ne years. Tbiny yean a^o be bad died* 10 all appeaiaaoes, aad was 
pat in a coffia. wben saddenly» when ibcy were about to boiy bim« be 
reoorered Us conscioasness. 

Hsac, HoUand, lySs-^Tbe son of a cook died, and wbile the coffin 
was being carried to ibe (taveyard be was heard to knock. On 
opening the coffin he was feuad alive. He was taken boose aad was 
restored. 

In tbe " Cydopoedk of Piacticsl Medidoe,'* edited by John Forbes, 
M.D., F.R.S., aad olberst 1847, vol. L» pp. 54ll» 549, k the IbUowing:— 
"A remarkabk instance of rcsascilation ahcr apparent death oc cu rred in 
France, in the neiebbourbood of Dooai, in the year 1745, aad k relalcd 
by Rigaudeaux (/•mrumi tits SfmrnMs^ 1749 J* to whom the case was 
•confided. He %ras summoned in the morning to attend a woman in 
kbour, at a distance of about a Icsgne. On hk arrival be was 
inlbmicd that she had died in a convulsiTe fit two hours previously. 
The body was already prepared for interment, and on rsamiaalko he 
couki discover no indications ol life. The os uteri was sufficienl(y 
dikted to enable him to turn the child and deliver by the feet. The 
child appeared to be dead also; but by perMvering in the means of 
resusdlatkm for three hours they esdled some sign^ of vitality, which 
encounged them lo proceed, and their endeavours ware uUiamlely 
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^crowned with oonplcle saooeM. RicMdeaiu'aeuii cafcfully einmiiicd 
the Bother, and was coofimed in the l^elief of her death ; but he found 
that, althoiifih the had been in that Mate for leven howrit her limba 
retained their flexibility. Stimvlanu were applied in vain ; he took hia 
leave, reeommendiag that the intemcnt thoold be deferred until the 
llcxibility was lost. At fiiw p.oi« a nicssenfier came to inform him 
that she had revived at half-past three. The mother and child were 
hoth alive three yean aAcr.** 



APPENDIX B. 

. RESUSCITATION OF STILL-BORN AND OTHER INFANTS. 

Thb danger of pftmatnre banal of still-born (apparently dead) infanta 
is clearly shown by the following quotation from Tidy's "Legal 
Mcdidnet** part iL, page 253, from Ubles given on the authority of 
the Briiish mmd Fmtigm Mtdieai Ktvitw^ No. it, p^ 235, based on 
eight millions of births. " It would appear that from one in eighteen 
to one in twenty births are still-bom. Dr. Lever found that the 
pcopofftioB in his three thousand cases was one in eighteen. Sa 
notorious is it that a large number of these deaths could be averted 
that some legislation is urgently needed, requiring that still-boms* 
whose bodies weigh, say, not less than two pounds (the avenge weight 
about the sixth and seventh months at which children are viable), 
should not be buried without registration and a medical eiamination.'* 
Many instances can be found in current medical literature of still-born 
infimu that have been revived by artificial respiration. Such eases not 
infrequently revive without any means being emplqjred for their 
resuscitation ; but among the poor, who dispose of the new-bom 
apparently dead in a hasty manner, they mi|^ be buried alive through 
cardessnesi^ The use of mortuaries, where the seeming dead would be 
kept under observation until decomposition appears, would of ooone 



Strave, in the essay dted In the Biljliography (itoa), says t— 
««AU still-boro children should be co nsi dered as only appaicnUf 
dead, and the rcsusdtative process ought never to be neglected. Some- 
tiases two hours or mote will elapsa liefore rranimation can be effected. 
An i ngffnhw s man-midwifo, says Bruhier, was employed for 
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houra ia the revival of an appaiently Kill-bora cfatld» and as Ua 
endeavoan proved nnavailing, he coondered ihe anfayeci raally 
Being, however, accidentally detained, he again tomed hm atte 
the child, and by oonliniiinc the rcsiucitativc method for MNnc innc il 
was unexpectedly restored to life" (p^ 150). 

The following Is one of Stiuve's nsoat striking cases :— 

A Mr. E.— called in 18 to obtain a certi6cau of dcntli for a 

still-bom child of seven months' gestation. Arriving at the bone, the 
doctor found the child laid upon a little straw and covered with • sKgN 
bUck shawl ; this was one p.m.| and the child had been there ainee 
iive a.n. It was icy cold, and there was no heart sonad nor 
respiration, bat there was a slight muscular twitching over the 
of the heart. The child was immcfsed in a hoc hath and 
respiration employed, but for twenty minutes the case seemed 1 
then the eyes opened and after continued eflbrt the rcqantkma 
laborious and interrupted at first, then normal by degrceSi The duU 
was saved, and became an accomplished violinist. 

The mortality and waste of infiust life, particular^ in large dtics like 
r^ris, London, Berlin, Vienna, and New York, is adaskted by all 
investigators to he enormous. In France medical writers, in view of 
the small percentage of births to population, are waking up 10 the 
realisation that the State cannot aflbcd the km, and that, anmng otlMr 
things, steps shouM be Uken to resusdute the still«ban» to that noae 
shoukl be buried before unequivocal signs of death are 
The premature abandonmen of the still-bom among the poorer 1 
in crowded cities is only too probable. There are also 
which show a corresponding risk to infonts who have survived thcsr 
births^ 

The Sriiish Atedii^l JmrmtU^ January ai, tSyi, p^ 7t, gives the 
following case, under the heading "Alive in a Collin ''t-^Storiet of Ihaa 
kind are generally very apocrypha] { but the following reaches as fraas 
an authentic source. A child narrowly escaped being bwied alive Isat 
week in Manchester. The lniant*s fother had died, and was lo be 
buried in Ardwick Cemetery. The day before the buiiat the iofoal ««a 
uken ill, and apparently died. A certificate of death 
firom a surgeon's assistant who had seen the child, and, to nvt < 

> Duftag iha five yesft eadiag iSgs tke peyatoHoa of Fyisam, 
BwopMn ooeatrlM pcmnaiara bvrftsl It mosi la 
■SM'f. or, iMTiag OMi th« tamnltnitiM of allMi yopetotio^, ihs 

jffjWftL Tk9 poBwIallMi %ut r** 
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ll was. decided to pboe it in the aune eoffin with the fiither. This 
WM doiie« end the next morning the bcaren set off to the cemetery 
with their double hyrdea ; but before reaching the graveyard a cry was 
heard to issue ftom the coffin. The lid being removed, the infant 
was discovered alive and. kicking. It was at oncb removed to a 
neighbour's honse^ but died eight hours afterwards. 

The Briiith Midirmi /Mrmmi^ 1885, ii.» 'p. 841, gives the following 
case, under the heading «< Death or Coma?" 

*'The dose similarity which fai occasionally seen to connect the 
appcaiance of death with that of exhaustion following disease was Utely 
illuttrated in a somewhat striking manner. An infimt seised with con- 
vulsions was supposed to have died about three weeks ago at Stamford 
Hill. After five days' interval, preparations were being made for its 
interment when, at the grave's mouth, a cry was hdurd to come from 
the coffin. The lid was uken off, and the child was found to be alive t 
it was taken home, and is recovering." 

The following is from Tkiy's '* Legal Medicine," part, i, p. 29 :^ 

*' In a communication to the French Academy, Professor Fort mentions 
a chihl (««ta/. three) having been rcsusdlated by artificial respiration 
continued for four hours, and not commenced until three and a half 
hours after its apparent decease. 

**Og8ton records one case of a child alive for seven hours, and a 
aseood case of a young woman alive for four hours, after they had been 
left as dead." 

From the Lameet^ April as, l88a, p. 675 :— 

"Premature Interment. 
'*A daily contemporary slates that at the gales of the Avignon 
cemetery the parents of a child, certified to have died of croup, insisted 
on having. the coffin opened to take a last look. The chiki was found 
breathing, and is expected to be saved." 

The fellownig leuer to the editor of the Zoiwv/, March 31, 1866^ p^ 
360^ ittnstiatcs the danger to which inlanU believed to be dead are 
00c of our traditional customs : — 



** LAYiNo-otrr or Dead iNKANTii 

I ^Skv— In your journal of last Saturday, among the 'Medical Annota* 

tioQS»' you notice the inquiry into the dreumstances under which an 

infimi, being still living and aMnrlng, was 'bandaged' beneath the chin, 

wmk «laid-oul' at St. Fucrss WofUwust. Allow me to atau that In 
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the Latuti^ voL ii.. 1850, a contribution from om * On tlifB Hinci' ^ 
Tying-up the Lower Jaw inimedlatelx after Snppoted Dcntk' ^ 
published. An infimt, aged two moiuhs* was bra^gbt to mc oa a 
Friday with the lower jaw tied up by iu mother, who aikcd fer a 
certificate of death ; but on my removing the bandage the ckild bcpa 
to ihow symptoms of vitality, and it lived until the Ibllowinc Moadq^ 

C J. a Alois, If.IX, F.ILCr. 

"Chester Terrace, Chester Square, March a6, i866w** 

It b recorded that Dr. Doddridge showed so little s^gna ol' life at 
his birth that he was kid aside as dead, but one of the attcmdami, 
observing some signs of life, took the baby under her dmice, amd bf 
her judicious treatment perfectly restored it* 

Mr. Highmoie, Secretary of the London L]ring-ia HospkaU by a 
communication to the Royal Humane Society, April, 1816, eottiraMd 
the sutement of Mrs. CaUierine Widgcn, the matiim nf that rwllrl 
establishment, that, by a sealous perseveianoe in the means leeomnMaded 
by that Society, she had been the happy instrument of wMo ri nc ''"■^ 
a state of apparent death in the spaoe of ihru ymn no lem thaa ferty* 
five infants, who, but for her humane attention and indcfect^falr 
exertions, must have been consigned to the giavc. Later oa» lfi& 
Widgen restored in one year twenty-seven apparently dtnd born 1 
-»a striking instance of the truth of the remark of a wkbwled 
(Osiander) that "the generality of infents c o n si dered as stiQ-bofm aac 
only apparently so ; if, therefore, peisons would p a s eve ie in their caeitiaaa 
to revive them most of them might be restored.***— *' Report of the 
Royal Humane Society,** 1816- 17» ppu y^*^ 

"For these exertions the General Couit adjodgcd the HoMaiiy 
Medallion to Mrs. Widgcn, and it was aceotdingly piesentsd in bar by 
Hu Royal Highness the Duke of Kent.**— /M£, p. 51. 

[The question natuarally suggests itself in this place 1 II the amtvoa 
of such a noble institution as the above was abfe to save seveaty-tww 
apparently dead children from the grave in fonr yeait, haw amay of tlmae 
poor little beings are consigned to the grave all Ofvcr the waild for 
kck of the "humane attentkm and indefctjgable caenioaa* endl m 
this skillul matiQa gave to those that oaaM uader \m JanMcii cnaeQ 



"RacoutBtcs or SoiriNDio Amimatioii. 

"A child, who had a coogh for aoase timoi was andd 

with dilBcttlty of breathti^ and * dST i^pmfwmm 4UU 
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CmlcuMUi hnmediAtely inflated the lungs* nnd by periitting in this for 
n comidcnible time lecoreied the child. A timikr state of sntpended 
aninMition took plaoe thiee or four timet, and inflation was as oikn had 
ffceoaffie to with the «me tnooets i bat the attack happening, unfortun- 
atdjr, to near whilst the medical gentleman in whoae family the case 
happened was from home, the proper measures were not taken, and 
the diild was 1qsl'**7M1, p. f4a 

'* Shock prom LioiiTNiNa 

" A boy was stndc down by a flash of lightning near Hoxton (in the 
•nburbs of London), and lay exposed to the rain at least an hour, until 
his companions carried him home on some boards, apparently dead — 
the body being sitfl' and universally cold, the fingers and toes contracted, 
and the conntonance livid. He was stripped of his wet cktthes, put in 
hoc blankets, and bled twenty ounces. In half an hour interrupted 
fcspiration comssenced, without inflating the lungs; in an hour more 
regular pulsation and breathing were established, together with power of 
•wallowing ; and in a week he was cpiite weU."— /M/, p, 147. 

In the ZammT, 1884, voL i., p^ 931, W. AmoM Thomaon, F.R.CS.L, 
reporu a case of Ksnsdtatkm of a child delivered by the forceps, which 
was *' apparently to myself [he says] and the uutm and rektivea a per- 
fectly dead child, and with no signs of respiratioo or life about it . . 
My opinion was timl the death was real and positive, but that, there 
bdng no actnal disease present, and the blood sdll warm, the. machinery 
of life was set going, and resusdtatioo followed as a consequence of 
suitable uMana being taken and perseveied in without undue delay. In 
the feture I do not intend to alknr any still-born chiklren to be put 
away without making strenuous eflbrls to restore vitality." 

The ZmmsT, 1880, voL iL, p. sSas^In a discussion at the Royal 
Mcdicsl and Chirurgical Society upon Artificial Respiration in New-bom 
CWIdffcn, Dr. Roper related three cases in which the chiki was left for 
dead. *'One of these occurred in the practice of Mr. Brown, of St 
Maiy As*. The child was still-bom in the absence of a asedical man. 
It was taken to the surgery, and thenee to the late Mr. Solly, who next 
day, in dimsrting the body, found that the heart was still beating. A 
SBCsad iBilsncs was of a foetns of five months and a half, which was 
■cc aside aa dead. Dr. Roper attending the nmcher, who was suflering 
fesm hsfm orrhege. He waa astonished next day to find that this 
I child, which had hda on the floor for eleven hows thfWfh a 
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cold night, wm breathing uid iu heart bcaling. • • •" Sych txMipki 
show that the new-bom have ipcater teoadty of life than is aappoMd. 

The Lmiu€i^ 1881. vol. iL, page 430, under the heading of ** The Banal 
of Still-bom Infants," states that " Greater security for the dne nhiiiiiiM 
of these neeessary regulations (the Births and Deaths K^gistfataon Aa 
of 1874) for the burial of inlhnu said to be stUl-bom is vgcntly ^kd 
for. It is constantly patent that the burial of deceased inlantt aa still* 
bom, if checked, is by no means prevented ; and that the authofkias of 
burial-grounds, by their laxity in carrying out the provisions of the Aeu 
afford dangerous facilities lor the concealment of criaM, or ncgtieenoe, 
and for a practice which threatens to impair the value of our laith and 
death registmtion statistics ; for, if a livo-boro infant be buried aa still* 
bora, neither its birth nor its death is regincred.'* 

A case of foroaps-delivery occurred in the hands of Dr. E. P. VoBarn 
in which the child, when extracted, was quite purple in eolow, and 
absolutely dead to all appearance s t her e was no braathiqg nor Jwpnjg 
to be found anywhere. After some efforts at r es usc it ation in the way of 
artificial respiration^not very thoroughly done, nor much pw J on g od liar 
the child was believed to be dead)— with a warm bath and Inctaono, k 
was laid aside and covered upw At a subsequent visit, soast houn Imar, 
the child was found in the nurse's lap ^Domple tel y recovered, amd 
changed in colour to a bright pink. The nurse sakl she did not Kb* 
to give the little fellow up, and by breathing into his mouth for some 
time he showed returning life, and by keeping it up he soon bqgan lo 
breathe himself. 

Cases like this are beSieved to be not infrequent, because p b yii ci nn s 
and nurses are not, as a general rale, aware of the great tenacity of iiii 
possessed by the new-bora in&nt. 

••SiiU4$rtAt are not registered in Enghuid; but, under the Xcw 
Kegistratkm Act, no still-bora child can be buried withont a Cdtifieaar 
from a registered practitioner in attendance, or a dcrJaiation firam a 
midwife, to the eliect that the child was still-born. The prapoitiaB of 
stilMarths in this country is supposed to be about four per ccaCt but 
this is uncertain.**— A. Newsholme, ** Vital Statistics,** ittg^ p^ 6i. 

*' The proportfon of deaths from premature births* compared with the 
total number of births, hi 1861-6$ was 11*19 to 1,000 binhai door 
which time it has steadily increased, reaching the miie of 15% per 
births in 1,000 in 1887.**— /Mf, p. ai6. ^ 

The same author, p^ I7» states that **a osftaln praponl'M of t^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



392 RECOVERY OP THE DROWNED. 

kiHkt rwmm'm mmrj^hUnui («). There is itraog reuon for thlnkinfl^ 
tint A eertain mmbcr of cliiklfcn born alive are buried at •tiU-bom." 

The editor has repeatedly restored "still-bora'* chiklreii» in whom no 
signs of life were apparent, by vigorous and oontinoed artificial respira- 
tion and friction. It is to be presamed that in the hands of midwivcs 
ich uvcs have been lost* 



APPENDIX C. 
RECOVERY OF THE DROWNED. 

Thii b perhaps the best known and most generally appreciated occa* 
Aon of rescuing the apparently dead. The high degree in which it has 
cidted public qrmpathy will appear from a glance at that section of the 
Bibliography (towatds the end of the eighteenth century) which gives 
the titles of essays and reporf s connected with the Royal Humane Society 
and the corresponding foreign institutions upon which our own was 
noddled. The following genend remarks and cases are from the csiay 
of Dr. Struve, of Gorlits, Lusatia* iSoa:— 

*'A great number of persons apparently drowned have been restored 
to Hie without the use of stimutents, merely by the renovated suscepti* 
bility of irritation. I have collected thirty-six cases of persons apparently 
drowned in Lnsatla from the year 1772 to the year 1792. Most of them 
were treated by uninformed people, and revived by friction and warming; 
two persons* however , were indebted for their lives to the continuation 
of the resusdtative process for several hours. Tlie greatest number 
were childreni which is to be ascribed not only to the greater danger 
to whidi they are exposed of drowning, but also to the longer continu« 
nnee of vital power in the infont frame" (p. 136). 
' *' A boy of about a year and a half okl had hdn upwards of a quarter 
of an hour in the water, and was found fooe downwards, and the whole 
body livid and swoUent He was undressed, wiped dry, and wrapped in 
warm blankctsi but the most particular part of the process was loUiag 
the body upon a table, shaking it by the shouMcrs, and rubbing the foet. 
TUs having been eontinacd for an bour» a eonvulsive motion was 
ehsefved in the toes; sneering was exdted by tnuff; the tongue stimu- 
lalod by strong vinegar; the throat inrilated with a foatheri an injection 
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TW dM ^vmktA « kife qmmiky of 

o brankt, and «m eonplddy nma n i to Bib" 

**A woflMi apMidt of llMtjr ycMB of afe. and who «m i 
r*M teaii ftM AlM«lttof twcaiyfect iaiothe«« 
I a fall qoaitcr of aa boar bdbve abe «at lakca i 
of HaMbaig» had tier pal mio a bed 
boUltii iba was nibbad wkb warn fcaatii, toaie sputa wccc ( 
iaio bar aMMbt wbaa ia a qaaitcr of aa boar lyMpto— of life, i 
coavalriot MOtioa aad a vary weak pabe, appeaiod. la 
froai Iba liaw tba«at labaaoaioftbt imicr ibe wcof ai od < 

Dr. CbMki Leadt, fai a mirVaWf paaipblal (Leiire aar la Mart 

Taaipi piwhai laqad paat peiMUr Fcpliiadc 4 Ilia lapd^ 4 la Via.* 
Furiih MOHln^ 1854K veeoidt toase iamncci of aairoar cm^mi ktm 
praMMtara oanal of iba droarnad« oaa of artiich aiay ba olad s^~ 

'* Ob Iba 131b of Jaly, ito9i aboai i«o p^m., acar tbt Mil .dei AiU^ 
^risi a body, wbicb appeaiad iifckai, wat taken out of Iba fivtr* It 
«ae tbtt of a yoaag aian, iweoiy yean of afe, dark compieaioart, aad 
ttfoogly baill. Tbe eorpec «ae dk^otoared aad cold; Ibe iaoe and lipa 
•wollen and liacad wkh blue; a tbick and yeUowkh lirolh exaded kom 
the voolb; tbe cyci were open, fixed, aad ■odonlew; Ibe liaiba Kaip 
aad draopiag. M fm l m i i m §f Mr ieaK «ar irmct ^ pafirmiim smj 
pe nt p i ^kU. Tbe body had ramaiBed ander water iar a cmnridciabie 
Uhm; Ibe aearcb Ibr it, made in Dr. Boaicootfs pveMace, lailed lally 
twenty auaales. That Beotleman did not beeitate to mcar tbe darinon 
of tbe kMken-oB by proceeding to attempt the wiairifeiion of wbal, ia 
tbdr eyes, was a aterr lamp of clay. Nevatt he lees, sevcml boon after- 
wards, tbe sapposed corpse was icslorad to life, thanks 10 the obaiinale 
perMvcTHwe of tbe doctor, who, allboqgh a strong amo and enjoyii^ 
fobosi health, was seveial times on tbe point of ktsiog coarage and 
abandoning the patient fai despair. But what woald have happened If Or. 
Bourgeois, instead of persistently remaining sloopii^ over the ^■^**— ^tr 
body, with watchftil eye aad mitiHiiw mr^ to dOcfa tbe tot rusting of 
tbe heart, had left the drowned man, after half an boar's Iniidcsa 
endeavoar, as often happens? The anfeftufMUe ann woaM have been 
kdd in Ibe grave, mMmiik tmpMt V tulf^Hm Ir tifi^ 

To tbb case Dr. Bourgeois, in the ** Archil de Medidnc," adds 
oihers. In which faidivkluals vamalaed ander water as kN« as six hoobs* 
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sod were recalled to life bf eflbrts which a weaker oonviction than his 
ewa woald have velraiiied from makinc- Theie lacu lead Dr. Londe 
to the condttam that tvety day drmmttd i$tdimdumb mrg hmrUd wi«t 
mkh grmitr pfuv§*mme$^ might he nsi^nd U iij$! 

The Ibllowiiig case in point appears in ine SmMMfsidt^ New York» coin- 
■MNiicated hf J. W. Green, M.D.:^ 

**A few yean since I was walking hf the Central Park, near One 
Himdfed and Tenth Street and Fifth Avenue. Noticing a crowd that wan 
netiQg in an nnosual nsanner by the skle of the Uke» I approached and 
iaqnired of one of the bystanders what was the cause of the excitement. 
He replied, ' A boy is drowned.' I advanced to the edge of the water, 
nod saw two or three men in the water searching for the body. .\s they 
had not yet dis c overed it, I made enquiries, and found at last a small bo>' 
who had been a comrade of the victim. He showed me the spot from 
which the boy had (alien. I then pointed out to the searchers where tti 
look, and immediately the body was recovered. I took it at once from 
<he hands of the person who had it, and held it reversed, in order to 
ilissmharrasi it of all the waijer possible, for a minute or two, then 
stripped it of iu clothing, sent for a blanket and brandy. . I took a 
woollen eoat ftom one of the bystanders until the blanket should arrive, 
laid the diild upon it and commenced to rotate it. This I oootinued 
to do for at least fifteen minutes by the watch. I then tried ausenkatfon ; 
m> murmur oouM be heard. 

**The skin was cold, the lips were blue. Every artery was stilt. 
With all these signs of death present it was still obligatory upon me 
to p er se v ere. At the end of fifteen minutes there was a slight gasp. 
A sumU quantity, of bmndy was placed upon the tongue. A little of 
thtt ran into the larynx, and the stimulation was sufficient to produce a 
long imtpimlion a* d then a cough. This was more than a half-hour 
fimn the time when the boy had been removed from the water. 
Complete restoraiion did not occur until nearly an hour from that time. 
He was nom given to his mother, and I was informed on. the following 
day that he entirely recovered, without an unlavoumble qrmptom." 

The three ftJIowing eases of resuscitation from apparent death by 
4lfOwning are copied from the most recent reporu of the Royal Humane 
Society, London :— 

*' On 13th of Auguft, 1895, Samuel Lawrence, aged five yean, while 
playing 00 the bank of a disused daypit at South Bank, Yorkshire, 
fen mio the water and nnk« Two ot his companions dived into the 
im upk afker a aubmenion of from seven to ten 
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tntmitefl, in mi wieontdoiit MEte Two working men 

lidftl re»pina§n, and Dr. Suele oonlinoed it Ibr ten hom bdont the 

"boy showed signs of returning sensabilttjr nad his oomplcce raeovay.* 

"October 6th. 189$.— At Deptlbtd, Surrey, a woman with a hafaj in 
her arms threw herself into the canaL They were rmeaed bf the 
Hoyal Humane Society's drags. Two ladict took ppsirminn of the 
liodies (time of submersion not stated), and they employed S |hm s t ^s 
•system of artificial respirstion with snooem, in Um case of tke woman 
in about one hour, and with the chikl one hour and a halC* 

*« August 6th, 1895.— At Bradford, Engknd, Rndolf Vmu « dmk 
-with Midland R.R. Company, was bathing, and sank in deep watcfc 
A bystander by diving brought him up. After a subaseiaiMi of fim 
•minutes, unconscious, and not breathing. Dr. OMham rcmoeed unpimtmn 
by Sylvester's method after one and a half hour's trcatmcnL"* 

These three cases are instructive on account of the length of lims 
tmimation remained suspended liefore it couM be aroused to a aMe e# 
activity ; and they lead to the belief that many caset that aiu givui 
-up as actually dead couki be mved if e6brts at rsinscimtion wupt hepi 
up for a lengthened period, as in the firm case. 

In cases of drowning some persons are quickly revivod after a long 
eubmersloni others aguin, who are under water only a ehort time, 
Tequirs attifickl respiration for a long time before they show signs of 
returning lifo, as was the case with Samuel Lawmncep who wm 
mibmerged only ten miiMtes, yet required ten 
to revive bias. 



APPENDIX D. 

EMBALMING IN THE UNITED STATES 

Tub CksJkti^ Rochester, New York, September, 1896^ o h m r ve a »^At 
^iflferent times consklemble opposition has been raised agaliMt ( 
by Boards of Health and other oliidab in various focalities, on 
•ct the haste with which the embalmer proceeds with hb duties^ 
recent cases of supposed corpses recovering, one of whidi 
Phihuldphia, Fa., have revived the question, and it la repeeted 1 
Phitodelphia Board of Health may take action, looking to the < 
of a kw prescribing the perkid of tinse whack shokkl 
Ufore a body shouM be embakned. 
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In « recent ime of the Philadelplik 7¥«Mf, Foneml-Director Johi 
J. (/Roorke, a vea-known prafeiBoml of that dty, espicnet hiiiise] 
en the Mbfcct at Ibllowt :^ 

**Theie two nurow tatmpa from barml alive have further impcenei 
Be with one of the perOs aUendiag the dispontion of the dead^I meai 
the daofcr of hasty emfaahning. As you know, in oMwt caiet the docto 
who has had the patient is not called in alter death, and vary often' th< 
icbtivcs of the deceased expect* the vndeitaker, if emhalming is to 1> 
done, to proceed with it at once. All the embalming schools teaci 
that the only proper way to thus treat the body is by use of ftuid: 
ifanngh the arteries. But in the lectures on the subject no period tha 
should be permitted to elapse before it Is begun is prescribed, and, as i 
rule, it fellowa dissolution as quickly as possible. 

**I contend that there should be some law or ofliicial rule govemini 
the amtter, because after the artery is punctured and the fluid goe 
through the whole body it is sure to destroy any spark of life thai 
a^^ rfmiin I have never met with any cases of re s uscitat i on myself 
hut have had instanrrs of deaths that made me hesitate in the work o 
•mbalming. Some months ago a man came to me Bftecn minutes aftei 
a relative had breathed his hut and asked me to embalm the body. 1 
went to the house, and, after seeing the corpse, reftised, saying that 1 
wouM not do it until after the expiration of twelve hours. The mai 
had died of oonsumptioo, yet, for §tu of it being a case of suspended 
animation, I would take no chances. 

** At another time a person had died of dropsy. Within half an how 
I was summoned. The attending physician had not been there, anc 
^ twenty-four hours afterwards he gave a certificate of death front cancer. 
The body was very warm when I arrived, and neighbours who haci 
kindly volunteered to prepare it were doubtfol if life was extincL 1 
had the corpse laid on an embalming table for two hours, and thei 
placed it in what is known as a Saratoga patent box, in whidi are pam 
filled with salted ice, so arranged that cold air circulates around thi 
body. Had this been a case of suspended aninuuion, it would havi 
taken sevcial hours to dbpel the heat within the corpse. 

'*Of comae there are some supposed unmistakable signs. The onlj 
positivu signs of dissohiticm are those which depend on molecular ^*^****g i 
or death-r^iSdity of the muscles of the whole body, and putrefoction o( 
These are nmst asarked in organs and tissnes the vital 
I of whidi are the most acthfft The action of the heart, thi 
I of tcspimtioa, may be reduced as to be altogether fanpcr« 




Digitized by 



Google 



A SCOTTISH INCIDENT. 397 

cepdbltt lo that Um IvacUoiis of cifciilatioo and mpiialMi 
be ancited. This fat occiriniMlly ob i crred m tcapomy 
whkh A penon, to «U appeuuoa dead* hu dicr « Ihm 
^cNifCMMmm Mid raoovcnd* 

*'Tbe peadm eooditMNi of the nemum wyuitm adied 
the itftte of tfBBee» are likcwiM farther eyawpici of the 
Appucnt death! ; bat on the oc caw eacc of actnal death the 
of the voidei by d^Biccs dkappean» electricitj no loafer cacitci their 
cootiaction, and then oadaveraua rigidity Mta in. • • . So« 
will, in all probability* be viged npon the next L^giidatnia, 
ihe Boaid of Health.** 

A Scottish Incidbnt. 

The feUowing letter horn the editor of the Mrdkm Hermti^ 

to a vained conespondentf has been received jnst as we are 



" Wick, September % 1904. 

" Dear Sir, 

" In connection with the gncstion of Prcniainrc PMrisI, 
permit me to bring nnder yoor notice a cmc which has jnst hmm 
reported to me. 

"Qnite recently an old woman died in Ross-shire, or, at any raie« 
was proooonced to lie dead by a doctor. A relative of mine was 1 
to <drem' the body. She, with the amistancr of a 
ondertook the job, and were bnqr carrying out the last ofiemof 1 
when the corpse said, ' Oh, I am jvery faint. Can yon give me a y 
«r the pipe?' It appears that the old hu!y was in the habit of 1 
A pipe. Both the dressers got snch a firi^ that they ru, as it 
fat dear life^ out of the boose of the *dead.' One of them cwy aonr 
and than is seind with a fit of knghtcr. So moch ao» that she hsm 
lost control of hcndf, and has to ndjoom to a retired place to let ths 
fit ran its coarse. 

"The mediod man who had declared the old lady to be jm wmmm 
wired a rektive of the fcot | bat, when he leanod that his psrisi «im 
'itiBffoeted,* he had to amod the mcsmfs. 

"I thongM this namtive wonM tntenil yon, and b^ m fa rw w J lu 



s^ "A. M. 



feithMly, 
> H. N. Hosier. E«h. M.A." 
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APPENDIX E. 

SUMMARY OF ORDINANCES. ETC, RELATING TO THK 
INSPECTION OF CORPSES AND OF INTERMENTS. 

l!f Uk mleenlh Council of Milan* ^nt Charles Borromeo pcohilMtccl 
bniiala bdbve twelve konn aiker ofdinary cases of death, and twenty- 
few honiB after cases of sodden death. As early as the sixteenth 
eentniy serious attention in the examination of the dead was- made 
obitpUofy by the enactment of Article 149 of the Criminal Statutes of 
Charles the Fifih. This was the ibondation of legal medictne in 
Germany. In Fmnce, a siuihtr ordinance was fiist established in 1789. 

NBTHBRUiNOS. 

Aci •f April ioik^ tSb^. 

No burial is allowed without the written permission of the Qvil 
Reeordert granted upon the production of a certificate of a qualified 
physidan. and not until thiny-six hours hare elapsed after death, nor 
later than the fifth day after death. But this reguktion can be ict 
aside, and a lonrer period allowed, by the buigomaster, on the 
application of a doctor. 

Dend-honses are in use for bodies dead of infectious diseases. 

Frankport-on-thr-Main. 

Death nmst first be aublished by f licensed physidan/ who careAiliy 
« examines the body for that purpose, and, if satisfied, then israes a 

\ ceftificate which states the name, age, sex, pisce, and date, and 

\ immediate cause of death. The certificate is taken within twenty-feor 

horna after the death to the Standemmt, where the death is recorded, 
and a ceftificate to that eficct is given, and preiented to the Cemetery 
Commimion, which assigns the pboe of buriaL The corpie is required 
. to renmin unburied three days, dther at the pIsce of death or at the 
moctnaiy, where it is under the observation of attendanta ; but there is 
no Slate-appointed inspector of the dead, nor deotric beUs or other 
■Mana for announdng and recording any movemenu of the body. The 
system of inspection and certification by qualified physicians, with the 
dday of three days, and the fevouable eondition of the dead*houaes, 
have been the means of prevc&tiag the ttviag fiom bdng mistakin fer 
the dead in a mnnber of cases. 
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FftANCB. 

Interroenu must not take pUoe, aooordine to Actide 77 aC the Gobr 
Nftpotoon, befisre twenty-four Koun of deeth, bit in piuctiee k i» 
twenty-four hours after death notificatioo by the 
During epidemicst or when deaths occur Iroui infectious or 
diseases, the intermenu must invariably be made within t w cn ty-fanr 
hours of death. 

Article 77 of the Gvil Code states that '•No bnrkl sbntt take phcr 
without an authorisation, on free paper and without rtpenss, of the 
officer of the dvil state, who will not be empowered to deli ear k, 
unless after having visited the deceased penoo, nor unlem twwuy faur 
hours after the decease, eaoept in cases provkled for fay the rsgulslions of 
the police. " It results from this that no corpse can be buried bcfoee « 
minimum delay of twenty-four bouts shall have espiiud after the docsMc 
The formal reooid of the decease must he made by the ofteer of dtt 
civil state (the mayor), or, which is what takes place in most of tke 
communes, by a medical man delecsted by the mayor» and who lak» 
the title of medical officer of the dvil state. 

The Artkle 77 of the Qvil Code is geneially strictly obscfved m 
Paris and in other cities of Fiance. The obUpoioa to nwnk the ddqr 
of twenty-four hours is intended to prevent too hs«y burialk Omt 
conriders, in feet, that that deky la fenemlly necessaiy in otdor id be 
able to have certahi prooli of death. 

By Article 358 of the Penal Code, the burial of a deceased pisian 
without such authorisation is punishable by a maxinHun period of two 
months' imprisonment, and a maximum Sne of fifty lfnnGs» wichttuft 
prqudice to other criminal proceedings whidi may be appiicabie usider 
the drcumstanocs. 

Exceptions^ however, have been establiihed in cenain cases. Fmr 
example, in tiases of epidemics, or of too rapid decom p o si tion ef the 
corpee in the usual esse, there is urgent need, in fed, to bwy the body 
of a person attacked with a contagious or epidemk makdy, in otdor i» 
suppress one of the causes of propagation of the ipidemic, or of Ifco 
contagMMk In the second esse, it is undcrrtood I 
keep kinger, without danger to the poblic health, a corpse in 1 
putiefoction. There is ocouion also to observe that, in these 
stances, the end which the legiihior has propoesd to himself k ( 
obtained, since there cannot be any doubt aa lo the real death. 
ever that mqr be, it is the mayor (officer of Ue cM Male) to ^ 
it appertained accmdl^ 10 the terms of the AitKit n or KiM CM ( 
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to ffiwt aatliority to bury ; and if he ghrei that aothoritatioii before the 
cspintion of the ddajr of twenty-four houit, it is after having eitabliahed 
fagr hianeli; or by the nedicai ollioer of the dvil state* the fiict of iu 
necessity, icsolting ftooi the circnmstanoes of which we have just 



It is to be icnarked that the Article 77 fiies a mtmmmm and m^i « 
mmximMm deky. It is always the mayor to whom it appertains to fix 
the day and the hoar of the burial, and there may happen sudi and 
inch a dremnstanoe whidi necessitates a deky of the obseqaies. The 
mayor need only assnie himsdf in that case that no danger will result 
to the pablic health, whid» natnially is the* case when the corpse is 
embalmed, or is placed in a leaden coliin. 

Outside ^uis and other large dties, and especially in the rumi 
districts, modi laxity prenuls both as to verilicaUon of death and the 
tioM of borial, and cases of presMiore burial are not infrequent. 

Austria. 
The laws reUtive to foneiab and burials are very strict ^perhaps 
the most thoroogb in thdr requirements of any in Europe. They 
provide for a very careful inspectkm of the body by medical inspectors, 
quite independently of the attending physidans, in order to ascertain if ihe 
death be abaolute. Minute and specific official directions guide them 
as to the method of examination and the signs of death to be looked 
for. And they forther provide for carrying out any particufaur method, 
as to which the deceased may have given directions, in ocder to 
prevoit a possible revival in the coffin. Should the surviving relatives 
denre it, a /nt-m^rUm operatkm may be made upon the body, in the 
presence of the medical inspectors and the police; in whidi case the 
heart is pieioed through ; and a foil report of the opentioos must be 
forwarded to the dvic magistrate. A fee of six florins is allowed for 
inch an opention. 

City or Vibmna. 

Every death is to be inquired into by the muaidpal phyridan. The 
fifst of five oljects is to ascertain whether the person be really dead. 
In w**»^ whether theic are any remaining indicstions of lifo, he 
will icly not upon any one sign, nor even upon putrefoction, but upon 
the totality of the signs of death. If there are any indications of lifo 
unminii^ he mut at once institute the uMana of resosdtatioa appioved 
by tdenee^ and conttnue them until mttk time as the fomily mcdieal 
Is niBWid of thdr nssUmniMi If there be any doubt as to 
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the reality of the death, a tceond Inspection of the body is I0 be OMie 
by the muaidpal phyiiciaa within twcnty-lour hooia. Burial, aaa rale, 
is not to be vntH forty-eight houis after death ; bat the interval nay be 
shortened in cases of infectious diseases or of 1 



PaoviKCK or Dalmatia. 
ykfG09irmi^t Onkr ^ 2^k Affile /^ 

Every death to he inquired into by the parish physidan* or a deputy 
appointed by the mayor. The firtt of six obfcots of the Jngniet is 
to ascertain whether the person be really dead. In the event oC a 
non-medical examiner discovering signs of lile, he is lo send for a 
doctor. Inasmuch as deco«poeition» the only soie sign of death, is, aa a 
rule, a phenomenon of later occurrence than the time appoi l ed for the 
inquest (within twelve hours of the notification of death), the eaamining 
person must base his certainty of the extinction of life, not upon one 
sign, but upon the totality of the signs of death. 

Kingdom or Saxo.'vy. 
Ltm •f 90ih /mfyt i^go. 

The burial of a corpse must not uke place until iicvcnty*two bourn 
after death, and the signs of decompo si tion aie deariy visible. Any 
proposed departure from this rale, in the event of eariier 
or the absence of decomposition at the end of seventy-iwo 
requires the authority of a physician called in. By the above Law ths 
following Orders are suspended : (1) the Order of tith February, ly^s, 
•concerning the treatment of the deed, and the precautions neoimmj \m 
prevent the apparently dead from being buried picnmturely; (2) tte 
Ceneml Older of 15th Februaiy* 1801, concerning precantionaiy ■lainwu 
in the burial of those deed of infeclious diseases; (3) the Law of aamd 
June, 1841, t<^gether with the Administmtive Oiden 
of corpses and the estabUshasent of 1 



City or Munich. 

The ordinance hitherto in force, as to making an incision In t^ 
of the foot in cases of patienu who die in the hospitals, b 
the hospital physicians to use their disoRtion whether or not the 
should be made; bnt, in cases for whidi is lUnuiBilid i 
than is MuaUy prescribed, whether they have been hoqrital of 
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: 



1 IMticDiB. Uk indmm is to be made in the sole of the foot at the end 

*, of the eeoood fawpectioo, and eveiy other means taken to a8ceftai» 

whether the death be apparent or leaL 

I CAlJCinTA. 

I. Hie pievailing cnstom for Christians and Mahomedans is to bury tbe- 
< dead. The Hindoos bom then as a nile» bat nany pfdcr to throw 

them into a sacred river, particularly the Ganges or iu tributaries, if 
they can do so unmolested by the anthoritiea. 

a. There are no mortuaries. The signs which are assiimfd to indicate 
death are the various conditions and appearances when animation is 



3* Caars of revival from supposed death are sometimes hcaid of 
aaMmg the Hindoos, who regard such persons as outcasts. If the signs- 
of returning Hfe are not veiy manifest when a person begins to revive, 
he Is a ome tu ne s killed by stuffing the mouth and nose with mud, which 
gcBcmlly aoooroplishes the ohiect. 

Bombay. 

I. There are no laws or reguhaions in India Ibr the disponl of the 
dead. Hie customs and formalities follow the traditions and require- 
of religious belief. 



«• The Hindoos bun their dead hnmedktely after death takes plaoe. 
k The nuaees take their dead to a "Tower of Silenoe'* as soon as 

death takes pUoe, and, after certain prescribed ceremonies, the 

body b speedily devoured by vulturesi 
r. The Europeans and Mahomedans bury their dead within frook 

twenty-four to forty-eight hours, because putrefoction usually 

sets in soon after death on if ffwu t of the host and humidity of 

the 



S. There are no mortuaries, eieeptuig in connection with hospitals^ 
where obecrvathmi can be 



Capb Town, Avkica. 

I* There arc no kws nor r^guktioos rektive to the disposal of the 
dead, owepting in cases requiring an inquest or pni'wmrUm cnnuna* 
tion. The cuaiom is to busy within twoityfonr to thirty houn after 
dmith, but the time Is ■omBtfauss cuicnded to two or three days. 
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2. Then are no dead-hooses, except at the hoqpiule* whidi ate 
under the nuuiaseflient of the mperintendeni. 

3. The certificate of the medical attendant is mfiideat fer banal 
parpotei. The complete oemation of letpiiation and the hcut*s 1 
are oooadered an ahaolvte indication of death. When 
lets in, it nsoallx appears within twenty-four honii after death, althoack 
in winter that procem may be loneer delayed. 

Moscow. 

Orthodox Russians keep their dead three days bdbic bariaL 
that time the body lies with the fiice uncovered, and a draco 
and prays over it twice a day. A nwdicai certificate of death is- 

tmpeiative before buriat 

Brussels. 

Burials are regufaued by the Communal Council in aceotdanee with 
law. The system is complicated, but thorough. The aMdical mcA- 
connected with the Government Medical Service ("Doctora uC th» 
Gvil Government ") have the sole control of the examinations of < 
as well as births, accidents, sodden deaths, suiddes; and attend 
burials, autopsies, postponements of burials, etc., on their own 
Interments usually take pUoe within forty-eight bonis of death, bat 
they may be carried out sooner during epidemics for the public : 

There are mortuaries in the dty and suburbs, to whidi bodies 
be taken at the request of surviving reUtivcs, or by the order of the 
health authorities, accordiiig to private nrcrssitirs or far the pnbbc 
safety. Except by the special authorisation of the oAocrs of the dvil 
government, bodies cannot remain in the asortuarics longer than forty- 
eight bonis; and a burial cannot take place in lem than twenty*foar 
hours. Special care is taken to test the reality of death in still hmm 
infonts, and efibrts are made to revive them, as well aa all othtf easus 
of seemiog death. In cases of uromcn dying during advanced ] 
the infimt must be ravsed by artificial respiration, hi order 
animation if poaslble. The process for ohiahinig a dday for burial ia. 
intricate and c um be r som e, and to a foreigner unaecnstouMd to tlse 
Unguage and the local usages the dianoca wouM be agdnst 

DtltMAUl. 
Mortuaries arc connected with all the churdms, 
some of the hospitals, and are growing hi favour in the 
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iMt u yet they arc unprovided with any applianeet for the resttsdtalion 
of the appaicnily dead, or for the prevention of premattue buriala. No 
€orpfe» h owe ve r, ii allowed to be taken to a mortuary before it has 
been in ep e c t ed , and a death-certificate imied by a qualified phyiidan ; 
but* when thit ii done, deaUi is oonndered abMilute. No oorpie is 
allowed to icmaaa in any churchy chapel, or mortnar)' longer than 
seven days after snppoeed death, without special permissioB. Coffins that 
contain bodies which have died from infectious diseases must be no 
indiciUed, and cannot be opened in the mortuaries. 

As a rifle, bodies are kept seventy^o hours before buriaL The 
dgns that are considered sufficient to establish death are the glased 
appeannce of the eyes, livid spots on the skin, and muscuUr rigidity. 
In doufatfid CMCt the time before burial can be extended by authority 
•of the Board of Health, of which the Police Director is a member. 

Spain. 

Ihukls usually do not take pteoe unill twenty-four houn after death. 
For fiampie, if a death takes place about four p.m., the burial is made 
late in the following afternoon. In time of epidemic bodies are 
hurried to the oemeteries, where depositories are provided, which are 
under the care of watchers until the ezpimtion of twenty-four hours 
after death. The certificate of a reputable physician as to death is 
sufficient to authorise burial. Relatives or friends usually remain with 
the body until burial, excepting in cases when judicial prooeedingi are 
held over it to determine the circumstances of the death. . 

IftBLAND. 

There are no kws in Irehmd regarding the disposal of the dead, Imi 
the Sanitary Acts of the United Kingdom can be applied in any case 
within a reasonable period, on the ground of public health. There b 
no fixed period for lieeping a body before buriaL The Reman Catholics 
uwally iMiy on the third or fourth day after death; but in some 
districts custom mnctions burial within twenty-four or thirty-six hours. 
Local burial authorities sometunes require a medical certificate before 
burial, but, there being no legd obligstioo for it, this is often omiUed. 
In esses of suidde, sudden death, or death by vfolenoe, the coroner 
holds an inquest, and gives a certificate aceordi^sly. 

ThoK are no dend-honses In Irdsnd, where bodies may be o bserv ed 
for n period of time befara b«kL 
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Conccroine burials in Engfauid. aee Glen's •« Bnml Am* Cbr Uw- 
Smeiml bnrinl practice; alto *< RcRalacaom for Wilton Ceawtciy.'* 

Tub Unitkd Statrs. 

In the United Slates of America, as a rule* everythiac relative lo the 
dispooa of the dead is rcgttlated by local Boards of llcaltht aa athoriiml 
by State laws. A burial cannot take place without a ce rt Stcai e iraai 
a Iqjally licensed physician, which must state the caase of death ; Ihc 
place and time when It occurrud ; the full name, a^e^ aait cotoar, 
occupation, birthplace ; names ami birthplaces ci both paieata. There 
are no laws or regulations that requite the inspection of the body to 
verify the foot of death (the oenifieate, aa in Englaad. aa le the caase 
is considered sufiident for this purpose), and no time is fiaed when a 
body must or must not be buried. This is regulaied by aad left lo- 
ihe oonvenienoe of the fiunily of the deceased, by the sesaoa of the 
year, by the opinion of the attending physidaa, etc Bat the ! 
officers can order the burial whenever, in their opinioa, the 
health rc(|uircs it. As a rule, burials after supposed death aie aaide 
• sooner in the South, and anMng the poor, than in the North, aad 
among the well-to-do classes. In remote unsettled regions burials aoi 
seldom take place without these Amnalities, aad they are o4ea 
out in a hasty manner; but usually they do aol take phwe till 
days after supposed death, and sometimes, partiouterly ia cohl 
a longer tioM is allowed. All large eemeterles have fhambsfs for the- 
temporary deposit of bodies, but they are not under obs e rv a t ion , as it 
is taken for granted that they are deail. 

SWniUtRlwlNiK 

The Swistt legislation rela^ng to burials is cumuiitted to the authurilj 
of the sevend cantona. The death is verified by a physiciaa or aa i 

death and interment is fiaed by each canton. In five caamns the ih^c 
limit is twenty«four hours ; in one it is fixed at thirty*twa hoaiai In t%^ 
at thirty-six hours ; in fourteen cantons the penod fo four days t ead isi 
one it is six days. In some cantons the period <if waiting Is < 
during winter time ; and In sobm instances— esses of i 
etc— • forthcr extension of time is ordered. In the mi^Qfky of i 
k is expressly forbidden to clooe the ooAn until 
departure of the ^-^^ ^ 
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APPENDIX F. 

THE JEWISH PRACTICE OF EARLY BURIAL. 

1L J. WoNDBBMAR* io hit tXaadud work on ** BibUfck-tAlmiidMcbe 
Medida*'* Riffft and Letpcic. 18SO-60, givcs« in pp. 5*15 of tbe con- 
«hidiiig aeclkNi (Ablheil. 4, Bd. u.), the Ibllowine minnuury of the 
origin of the peculiar Jewish pnctioe of borying the corpK within a 
itm hoora of death :— 

In the Leritical bw (Nam. six. li-aa) every dead body was an 
vndcaa thing, mdnding thoie dead in the tent and on the battlefield. 
T<Nidiing a oorpM involved purification and leparatioa for leveo dayt. 
Thb ordinance b nppoied to have had a lanttary motive, having 
probably originated with cues of infisctious disease. There is only 
•one Biblical ordinance as to early burial, and that is indubitably 
fcstrictcd to persons executed for crime: Dcut. xxi aa, 23, "And 
ir n num have committed a sin worthy of death, and he be put to 
^cath, and thou hang ham on a tree, his body shall not remain all night 
upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that day (for he 
that is hanged is aeeuned of God), that thy huad be not defiled, 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an inheritance." Thu 
statutory limit to tbe exposure <if the bodies of malefactors was the 
mon convenient way of checking the practice, common in othei 
countries, of leaving corpses of criminals to hang upon the gibbet 
until they rotted or were consumed by birds of prey. . lu motive 
was to prevent, by the promptest measure, an indcdSnite degree of 
neglect in altogether special esses. 

There is nothing else in the Bible concerning early burial; on the 
•contnry, the patriarchal practice, in the case of eminent perrons, seems 
40 have been to keep the body for a considerable time above ground, 
nikcr the manner of Egypt Prior to the Babylonian exile there is not a 
trace of the later prsctice of speedy buriaL The post-Talmudic custom 
Imd arisen entirely from a misundeistanding. It is true that the Talmud 
eijoina that corpses—according to drcumstanoes— be kept unburied not 
longer than one day; but it alw permiu them to lie above ground for 
days, ro that ebborate funeral prepaimtions might be made, or time given 
for mourners to arrive from a distance. Lastly, the Talmud relates the 
burial of one apparently dead, who revived and lived for twenty*five 
ycarB» and begat five diildren; whereupon a mbbinioal ordinance ¥ras 
ronde that the corpse (which would have been laid in a vault or in n tomb 
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:above ground) should be visited dttieeatly until three days 1 

XThe leferenoes to the TnUnud are: Scmachoth S; Moedkaloi l« 6: 

Sabbat 151, 15a; Sanhediin, 46a.) 

Wunderbar admito that there hvl lieen cues of preaBalve h«al 
among the Jews, but ha asserts iheir extreme rwity, and doufals the 
Authenticity of most of the tradilional or historical cases in gcacnt. 

In Jewish circles in Germany, towards the end of the 18th eeMuryt Ihcw 
was much controversy as to the inexpediency of the pndke oC culy 
bttriaL In the B€riimt€k4 M0mi9ekrffl for April, 1787, p. 399, 
(cited by Marcus Hers, " Ueber die ffiihe Ikerdigunc dcr Judcsi,*' 
Berlin, 1788, p. 6), there b printed a letter from Moses MendilsHha 
to the Jews of Mecklenburg, in which he advises them to keep tlwr 
dead unburied for three days. " I know well,** he adds» «« thM you 
will not folbw my advice ; for the might of custom is great. Vm^f^ t 
•hall perhaps appear to you as a heretic on aeoount of my < 
All the same, I have freed my conscience from guilt" 

The above-cited essay by Dr. Marcus Hers, of Berlin, 1 
the Jewish practice, called forth a rrply by Dr. Mart, of Haaovcr, 
who was of opinion that the burial might safely proceed after the body 
had been left on tbe bed for three hours, and had then been piiiBomitiHd 
lifelem by the medical attendant, according to the practice In that pan 
of the country. To that Dr. Herx rejoined, in a second edition, tiMl 
the medical attendant was no better judge than an ordinary man» 
inasmuch as all experimental tests were lalbdoua, and 
the only sure sign. He dtes the following statement by an 1 
Tewish physician. Dr. Hirschberg, of KSnipberg (from the JcwUi 
periodical Smmmhr^ vol. iL, pw 153): — "I have pnctised 
for forty years, and have always grieved over the practice 1 
of too hasty burial of the dead— on the day of decease. It 
once in my practice that a woman ky for dead three dayi and ihsm 
.awoke and revived. At first I would not alfow the body 10 be 1 
from the bed, but the undertaker's men violently resisted 
up the body and bying it on the ground. Acomd in g to their 1 
they wottM have buried it the same day, had I not eameatly 1 
•out to them : * Beware lest you do ky her in the ground this dqr ! 
She is sail alive, and the blame wUI be on you.* X had her oovurad 
with warm, woollen clothes; on the following asoming tome aifM cf 
life were manifest; she by still, and gradually awoke out of hnr 
•death-slumber. "* 

Hers dedarod, as Wunderbar did sofaeeqo^Uly, Ite the pirngim foi 
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tht TAlmml on which the Jewiiih cttUom wm boned had licen mii- 
iatcipfcted; and he speckUy afocused the labbis Jacob EoKleiH of Altonat 
aad Eaechel, of Pnene* of imbbinioal mbdliy on the one hand, and 
of a UOmdom dependence npon icientilic riem of death on the other. 



Al the WorkTs Medioal Congrcw (Division of Eclectic Medidne), 
held in Chid^^ July 3, 18939 the tblkming icMlotion was proposed 
fay Dr. John V. Stevens, and adopted :— 

** Whereas wt believe that numy perMMis in the past, in the condition 
sininlatinfs death Irani varions cansca, have been bnried alive;. 



*' ResolTed— That it shonM be the dnty of all Governments to- 
pass kwB piohibitine the burial of bodies witbovt positive proofr 
of death ; that the natnie of these pvoofr shonM be tnoght in all 
id printed in ell newspapers thranchont the world. ** 
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Death, ooooterfeits of, 56, 366; 
their duiation, 348-255 s Josat*s 
table of same, 349s Kdppen'!s 
illustrations of same, 353. 

Death, signs of, 319-347 ; popnkr, 
319; scientific, 330-347; Dr. 
Bronardel on their unreliability, 
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ii8-iao; insmall-poK at GVmcei 
ter, 191 ; 71# Lsmntit In osees of 
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FlwNcsdn as a test of death, 312. 
.Foreatns on nosBibili^ of recovering 



Formalitici, frial 



.France, laws of, reUting to burials, 

399- 
Frankfort, relations for inspect ion 
. of the dead, 398. 
Froriep, M., died as to ratio ol 

revivals in grave, 263. 

Gairdnrr, Dr. W. T., case of 
trance for twenty-three weeks, 46. 

Gannal, Dr. Felix, his valuable bib- 
liography, on putreiaction the only 
real test, 230; on iaIbKious signs 
of death, 230-232. 

.Gaubert, M., his estimate of ratio of 
live burials, 240, 267; his essay 

- proves that waiting mortuaries are 
useful, 360L 

GazeiteAMicaiittOriemi asserts live 
burials at Constantinople, 178. 

Gauiit MtdictUt on putrefiictive 
test, 229b 

Germany, waiting mortuaries of, 
369; movement in, to prevent 
premature interment, 178. 

Giobons, Dr. P. J., on premature 
embalming, 273. 

Gbsguw, Health Congress, resolu* 
tion as to cremation, 333, 

Gloucester, burial of cholen patients, 
118; .nanow escape in small-pox, 
121. 

Glycss, Nicephoms, Metropolitan 
of Lesbos, escapes live burial, 127. 

Goa, resident ol, prematurely cof- 
fined, 164. 

Godfrey, Mrs., case of, 384. 

Gooch, Dr., his case of catalepsy, 
62. 63. 

Goodman, Mrs., odebrated case of, 

383- 

-Gowers, Dr. ^v. R., on trance, 5' • 
on catalepsy, 43 ; on predisposi- 
tion to same, 15a 

Gianville, Dr. A. &» on sndden 



rds,M»wi 



Graveyards, now they tdl their tale, 

81. 
Green, Anne, case of, at Oxford* 

375. 
Green, Dr. ]f. W., case of taidjr 

recovery after immcfsioo, 394* 
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Guern. M. le, h» expcnence of 
frequency of live burial, 264 ; re- J 
latct CMC of premature dissectioii, 
S79^ 

Guy, Dr. W. A., on neglect of the 

• subject in Enetand, 7* 

Hadwbn, Dr., CMM€ of caulepsy. 

£.59 ; case of escape from Inre 
nal, 98; conditions in city 
slums, 175. 
Hanged person, the heart beating 
at the dissection of a, a 10; re- 
ooveryofa, 375- 
Hanham, Mr. T. C Swinburne, on 
safeguards used by Cremation 
Society, 329, 330- 
Harbutt, Mr. Wni., case of burial 

alive at Kadstock, 139. 
Hartinann, Dr. Frans, btscssay pub 
lished at Boston, U.S., 7 i d»- 
tinguishes trance from catalepsy, 
59; case of lakir, 79; case of 
revival after burial, 114; t^^^ 
two cases of rescue from live 
burial iaully debycd, 136; case 
of catalepsy revived, 1$! ; ««c 
of Orrendo^s body found beside 
the empty coffin, 15a ; on predis- 
posing causes of trance, 158; 
relates case of resuscitation from 
spasms of the heart, 21$; on put- 
refaction the sole test of death, 
230, 231 ; on fiequcncy of live 
burial, 269; oases of premature 
disseakm, 274*379 ; ^^^ «■«• « 
. escape from death after formal 
' certification, 326. 
Haward, Dr. Edwin, case of fiulure 

of diaphanous test, 225. 
Haweis, Rev. H. R., •d^N>cates 
, crematkm to pcev«nt live bunalt 

327. 
Hearing, sense of, in suspended 

animation, 377> 37^* 379* 
Heart, stoppage of, as test of death, 

Hedlcy, Dr. W. &, 00 use of elec- 

trieuy as a rcstonaive, 31a 
Hcmchbofg, Dr., ralaies case of a 



Jewess rescued from the 

lakers, 178. 407- (Hirscbbac.) 
Hereford, Chief Constable of, csaaca 

of trance narrotcd by, Si- 
Heron, Dr., dread of picmataie 

burial, 189. 
Hertz, Dr. Marcus, opposes hasty 
burial among the Jews, I7ff 4^* 
Hibematran, instance of, m the 
jerboa, 68 ; Braid on, in lower 
animals, 69 ; RusmII Fletcher on» 
in reptiles and fishes, 70; the 
bear, 71; Dr Brouardd oo, 
71, 72; Hufeland on, 73* 
case of Col. Townshend, 73 s 
self-induced trance in fidctis, 74 l 
strange (akir feats, 75$ Koyml 
Aquarium, buried alive, 77; Ilart- 
mann, case of lakir, 79. 
Hibernation, so-called human^ 7a, 

73- 
Hincks, Amelia, a esse of 

escape, 105. 
Hindrances, Icgpd, to < 

367. 
Hindus, their motive for 

disposal of dead, 162. 
Historical esses, appendix of, 371. 
Holmes, Mrs. Basil, on the cste»* 

sion of Iwrial-grounds, 33> 
Honiglierger, Dr. J. M., his !••. 

searches on trance in India, 8ow 
Hopps, Rev. J. P*ge. adwcato 
crematkm to prevent live bwiO, 
331. 
Hotels, hasty burials fimm on tlie 

Cominent, 18$. 
Howaid, Col,, of Co. Wicktow, Us 

escape from live burial, 126^ 
Howard, John, dfcud of pw rne mw 

bnrial, 188. 
Httfeland, Dr. C W., on tianec. 44s 
narrates narrow eseape from Hvc 
burwl, 107 ; on risks and borrots 
of live burial, 262 ; devised IIm 
Weimar mortuary, 3M. 
Humane Sodcty, thenioyal, am» 
from lu reports, 3>>t jS J* 1^ I 
litenittfe rdaUii||^to» 392. 

tMor tests, 311. 
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ICAKD, Dr., diteofvery of test lor 
dcatbv 31a ; prite awarded, 319 } 
initftiioei of itniicititioii in aii* 
pucnt dealh, 335, 336 ; od wait- 
me ■Mfftuariciv 336, 337- 

India, caMS of banal alive, bv Dr. 
Chew, 8a ; premaUue burial and 
crematioii in, i$9-T74 ; Mr. BiUi- 
moria on the ntks of the tame, 
164; toldicra ni, not liable to ride 
of Mune, 166 s cremation in, 334. 

Infimts, r e co ve ij f of iiippoted dead, 

Inflvcna followed by tmnee, 154. 
Ireland, hasty burial in, aTo ; prac- 

tioe of banal in, 404 ; no mortn* 

aries in, 354i35S« 
Irvine, Mr. Clarke, 00 

trnst in the signs of death,' a43. 



Jackson, Dr., of Somerby, rektcs 

case of suppose d death by 

Itghtning-stroice, aai. 
James, Dr. f . Brindley, on risks of 

live bnriaf, 300. 
Japan, oemation in, 314. 
Jaws, flmrhtng of, as s^gns of death, 

aai. 
Jebb, Dr. John, his gmphic esse of 

Jerboa, the,' iu hiberoation, 68. 
Jewish few, danger of, 14a. 
f€misk IfW/if, on the special risk of 

live burial amongst Jews, 179. 
. Jews, hasty burials among, cypposed, 
restored to 



170 ; cases of, restored to' life by 
ioKf^ 179, 180, 181 { their law 
of burial criticised, 179 ; foneral 
pnctioes of, 377 \ history of their 
pmAiee of early burial, 4061 dis- 
cnwions on same, 407. 

Jmoie, &kir in a tmnoe at, 74. 

Johnson, Walter, exhibks himself in 
atmncubiic 

Jones, Rev. Harry, rebtcs cases of 
escape from live burial, laa 

Josat, Dr., on absence of cardiac 
action at birth, aa3i statisticsof 
dnmtion of apparent death, a48 ; 
case of revival in ssorluary at 
Fkankfort-o»-the-Maincb 36a 



Joseph, Mr., on risks of premature 
burial or burning in Ceyloo, 163. 

Karnicb - Karnicki, Count, 

method of invention, 186; descrip* 

lion of apparatus, with illustm- 

tions, 319.333. 
Kempner, examination of grave* 

yanls, 81. 
Kenny, Dr. T. E., M.P., disposal 

of the dead in Irefamd, 354, 355. 
Kcrthomas, M. H. L., relates re* 

vtval of corpse at Lille, 365. 
Xesteven, Mr. W. B., on &liacy of 

cardiac test of death, aa^ 
Kingston, Rev. John, rcakty of live 

burial, 19a 
Kite, Dr. Charles, on uncertain 

signs of death, la 
Koppen, II. F., case of rescue from 

gmve fiUallv delayed, 134) cases 

of long vitality in coffin or gnt^ 

aca-au; dtcs estimate or ratio 

of live imrials, a6i. 
KoHT, Ruben, coil as a test of death, 

309- 
Kuhn, Dr., reporU on trance, 8a 

Lagsnbbrg, Van, Dr., inibrmatkm 
from, as to premature burials at 
Colombo, i6a 

Lmud^ Ti4, on the honor of live 
burial, 11 ; case of catalepsy at 
Dunkirk, 65 ; on reality of prenia^ 
turc interment, 89 ; burial alive in 
France, 93 ; on a case of revival 
from death-tranoe at Nuneaton, 
105 1 esses of escape in small- 
pox, lai ; case of premature 
encoffinment, laa; on cholera 
patients buried alive, l8a; on 
diagnosis of apparent death, 335, 
a36 } burial auve at Bordeans, 
a6$, a66; on mertnaries, 319^ 
140 ; on recovery of the still* 

LancisC^»^* belief in rennhna^ 
tion, 10; opposes detoy in burial, 
17^ 

Laaiens, Miss, her leoovery from 
apparent dett^ lfl4* 
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Lee, Geneialy subject to tianoe 
scizttKi, 4S > ^"<<^ *^^^« 45- 

Lfnonrnnd, Dr. Lionoe, cnumcr- 
tes death-like condiiioiii, 15S ; on 
apparent death in caiei of apo- 
plexy, ai4 5 on delay of asphyxia 
in coffin, 2S0*> cA>»^c* "^ « 
live burials, 264 ; on laxity of the 
mUHkiut vnrifittturs^ 393 | on 
value of mortuaiy system in Ber- 

Un> 359t 3^ 

l^bos, Greek Orthodox Metro- 
politan of, his escape from live 
burial, 127. 

Lethargy, synonym of trance, 46-58. 

Levitiaa law of corpses and borials, 
406. 

Lightning-stroke, cases of apparent 
death from, 39& 

Licniires, Dr. de, on premature 
burials from hotds, i8( ; on huge 
ratio of uncertain deaths, 241. 

Lille, revivals in mortuaries at, ^65. 

Landsav, Sir W., his escape from 
live burial, 104. 

Lisbon, case of cataleptic tianee,, 

Londe, Dr. Charles, on ooU pre- 
disposing to live burial, 153; 
00 duration of breathing in a 
coffin, 250 ; rebues case of tardy 
recovery after immersion, 393. 

London Association ibr Prevention 
of Premature Burial, resolution, 
291 ; list of publications, 438f 439> 

London, bunalgrounds of, |33; 
mortuaries of, 349*354 i revivals 
in mortuaries, 364, 365. 

Looking-glass test of death, 219. 

Louis, Dr. Antoine, rektes case of 
premature dissection, 277. 

Lusitanus, Dr. Zacutus, witness of 
revival in a coffin, 336. 

Lytton, Edward Bulwer, baron, his 
dread of being buried alive, itt. 

Mackish, Dr., 00 tianoe, 51. 
Madden, Dr. T. More, cases of 

death-eounterfeits, 40-51. 
Manchester, ItJihop o^ 00 crsmn- 

tion,332. 



M€uukisitr CriUrim on 

after sodden death, ai7- 
Manning, Rev. Owen, case of, 383. 
Martineao, Harriet, provision of her 

will against risk of live fawinl, 

188. 
Maiylebone, case of rooovcqr ia t^ 

mortuary of, 364. 
Mason, Good, esse of I 



Mason, Mr. R. 



B., of NoMalom 



^ , 105. 

Mate, Dr., award of 

(1890), 319. 
MMfim vinfitmU$u^^ thev 

perfunctorily disdmiged, 292, 293- 
MidicMi Sxmmintr on pnucfeetivc 

test, 229. 

Medical experiences of escape froM 

live burial, 1 13-1 17- 

on Cardinal Donnet's esses of live 
burial, 109- 1 13 ; on vivisectioo of 
acriminal, aios on hospital mov- 
tuaries, 3S> ; <» Bufial Ad. n9»b 

MeSioU timinu^ absence €( in 
tmnce, etc, 3^9* 

Medicine, profinsioo of, sceptical an 
to death-trance and live byrml, 
lAi s a new sphere of woik far, 

Mendelssohn, Moses, 

early burial, 406b 
Milner, Dr. Ebcnei 

flMyfir, 225. 
Mission, M. Mas, hb opiidon oft 
cyofttv«bnrial,i64iiii* 



freqoencvc 
stances ate 



stances ated by, 37*- 
Mistakes, fetal, in tranee, 55- 
MitcheU, Dr. S. Weir, esse of ap* 

parent death, 22a 
Mody, Ervad Jivanji, his cnban- 
tioQ of the Sngdecd at Ymm 
faneials, 168 1 on the nse of ihn 
chain at the Towen of Sfl saca, 
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Mo«tcv€rdi« M., his lot of dcftth, 

'33* 

Moore, Dr. G.» on so-cdied huoMn 
kibcrmtion, 73, 73. 

MortiMuict, an illuslimtion of their 
we. 317 ; iheir history, 338, 339 ; 
t^ Lmmett approval of, 339; 
waiting*, should be established in 
all sanitaiy districts, 369 ; more- 
mcnt an fiivoarof, bepin in France, 
338 1 6nit executed in Germany, 
338; new and sumptuous ex- 
ample of, at Munich, 341 ; as 
now existing in London, 349-354 1 
Sir W. J. Collins on, 354 ; sug- 
gestions for their improvement 
and extension, 353 : Mtdkmi 
Tim€t on those of hospitals, 353 ; 
as now existing in provincial 
towns, 354 ; want of, in Ireland, 
354, 355; objections answered, 
356-3591 ihoHc of Brussels, 3601 
of Berlin, 359 ; of Krankfort-on* 
the- Maine, 360 ; of Cassel, 361 ; 
of India, 361 ; of Hamburg, 363 ; 
of United Suies of America, 363 ; 
of London, 364 ; of Lille, 365 ; 
mility of, 359-365- 

Moscow, burial customs at, 403. 

Mount Edgcumbe, Lady, buried in 
trance, 40. 

Munich, new sumptuous mortuary 
at, 341-349 ; utility of the mor- 
tuanr at, 349, 357 ; ordinanoct 
of, ioit ascertaining deaUi, 401. 

Myen* on trance, 41, 

Marrow escapes from premature 
burial, 98. 

Meeker, Madam, her practical sug- 
gestions to prevent live burialy 
338. 

Needle test of death, 233. 

Netherbuids, the« bunal kwa of| 

398. 
Newsholme, Dr A.,onHnf«giitcfed 

stall-Urths, 398. 
Noises from the tomb, 93-95, 
Mowroji, Mr. Ardcshar, on prema- 

tufc cxpoiuie of the dead 
i«9^ 



Number, probable, of live burials, 

261. 
Nuneaton, authentic case at, of 

narrow escape, loc. 
NusBcrwanje, Mr. Dadabhoy, on 

cases ot restored aninnation in 

Parsees, 169. 

OnjBCTtONs to waiting mortuaries 

answered, 356-3$9* 
0*Connell, UunicI, his dread of 

lieing liuricd alive, 188. 
Ogston, Professor Frands, records 

probable case of premature dis- 

section, 275. 
(yNeill. Dr. W., relates case of 

narrow escape, 115. 
Ordinances. (See under ** Regula- 

tmns.") 
Orlila, M., diaphanous test useless, 

228. 
O'Kourke, Mr. John, on hurried 

embalming, 300. 
Orrendo, case o/, at Kronstadt, 152. 
Ouselcy, Rev. J. G., estimates ratio 

of live burkls, 263. 

Park, Dr. Anna, three times in 
danger of burial alive, ^2. 

Farsecs, their mode of dutposing of 
the dead, 167, 173 ; their pre- 
judice against perrons restored to 



^'^'••^.y*H.. 



his case of re- 
artificial respiratkm. 



of, 



Patski, Dr. , 
covery by' 

Pem^e, Willian, Earl 
Ixdmed, 273. 

Perspiration a sign of revival, 49. 

Petitions for prevention of prana* 
tnre burial, 266, 267. 

Phelps, LieuL-Geneiml A., advo- 
cates crematioB to prevent live 
burial, 327. 

PUto, his reason for advising tardy 
disposal of dead, 176, 376 \ f«- 
boes a case of revival, 371. 

Pliny gives instaaoei 01 the dead 
restored, 372. 

Plutarch, CMe of revival dted fron» 
371. 
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Prasad, Mr. Durpit relates escape 

from burning alive, 162. 
Prcdispoaition to trance, in drunken- . 

ness, 157 ; from nervous exhaus- 

• tion^ 149 ; in women, 151 ; from • 
cold, 153 ; after infloena, 154 ; ' 
from naroolics, 155 ; in cholera, 
156; in various morbid states, 

Pregnancyi apparent death during, 

107. 
Premature burial, special risks, 367. 
Premature eneolTinment, cases by 

Dr. Icard, 336, 337. 
Presentiments and their realisation, 

• 96, 97« 

.Prevention, means of, by test of 
senses, 305 ; fay exciting the skin, 
305, 306 ; by auscultatMNi, 307 ; 
by electricity, 309-311 ; by hypo- 
dermic injection, 311 ; Dr. lean's 
discovery, 31a 1 liy artificial re- 
spiration, 113 1 summary of, in 
W// ike Ymt KpHHti^ 314-318; 
prises for diMCovery of, 318. (See 
also under " TesU of Death.") 

Frix Dusstaiit 318, 424. 

Prix d*0ttrtk4$^ 3 18, 423. 

Prix Mauni^ 318, 421. 

Price by the Brussels Royal Aca- 

' demy, 412. 

Publisher, a well-known, relates to 
the author a case of narrow 
escape, 128. 

Putrefaction the one safe test of 
death, Dr. Chew on, 228) Dr. 

. Fug|:e on, 229 1 AMirai Ex* 
amiMtr on^ 230 ) Dr. (fannal cm, 
230 ; only real safcptard, 369, 

Pye-Sniith, Dr. P. H., on cantion 

• to be used in cases of trance. 214 
(foot-note). 

Qurnstrut on dormancy of vital 

principle, 177. 
Quintilian gives reason for tardy 

burial liy the Romans, 176. 

Rachbi., Mile, (actress), safcl to have 
been prematurely embalmed, 274. 

Ratio of liv« burials, and ' 
of, 261-264. 



Recommendations of the authofK 
366.37a 

Regulations against early lainal 
after kuddcn death, 218; in 
WUrtembuig for ascertaining real 
death, 234 ; in Uavaria Aw same, 
244-247 ; in the Netherlands, 

. 398 ; Fimnkfoct, 398 ; France, 
t99; Austria, 400; Vienna, 4002 
balmatia, 401 ; Saxcmy, 401 ; 
Munich, 401 ; Cnlattta, 40a V 

> liomlAy, 403 ; Ca|ic Town, 403 ; 
Moscow, 403 ; liruMels, 403 ; 
Denmark, 404 : Spain, 404 ; Ire- 
land, 405 ; United States, 405 ; 
Switserland, 405. 

Rescue from live burial dually 
dekyed by formalities, 133 ; cases 
of, 13} 140^ 

Respiration, artificial, in case of 
apparent death, 313. 

Respiration, failure o(^ as test of 
death, 222. 

Resuscitation, cases of. (See 1 
Escapes,** 



•• Awaking," 
•• Rescue.^) 



Revival in mortuaries, ' _ 

Rkhardsuo, Sir B. W^, hui paper 
on the ''Absolute Signs of Drnth,'* 
7 ; dtes esse of narrow esaipc* 
1 14 ; on eflecuof nafootics simsi* 
lating death, K5 ; his cnumenb- 
tion of signs of death, 222, 223 1 
applies the test of death in a owe, 
227; on electricity test, 309. 

ifix^r m0riit a sign of death, 225* 

Risks, special, of premature bunal* 
367. 

Romans, aadent, ttieir burial pme* 
ticea, I7S. 375-37«. ^ ^. 

Roper, Ik.^ rekues cases of «iU- 
liom recovered, 39a 

Rose, Mr. Tohn, drasd of pramaiwe 
burial, i88. 

Ross, case of revival, 397. 

RomI, Ovkiio, buried alive, 55. 

Royal Afiuarium, Imried auv« at. 

77. 
Roy, Dr. Mohan Chuader, on iiri» 
. of Nive burial 

Benares, 16a. 
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Russell* Lady» mcne by hiiibiaid» 
aia. 

SArmavARim teunst prematnic 

burial fanpeimtive, 193. 
Sagi cc d, the, oeranony mt the 

Toweis of Silence, 168. 
Saltbufff, cue of delayed lescue 

fronlke burial at, 137. 
^vases' respect for their dead, a5<k 
Saxony, bunal law of, 401. 
Sceptic, the, why he scores, 1481 



answer to his arguments, 337, 358. 
•Schmid, Dr. J., case of sodden 
death revived, a; 
:hwacer preachei 
tate burials, 177* 
Jiwarts roused fiooi sleep during 



death revived, 215. 
Schwager preaches agunst precipi- 

Schwarts 

burial, 46. 
Scottish case of revival, 397. 
Scott, Robert, of Scott's Hall, case 

of, 380; his wife's case, t8i. 
tSenHhis, cremation delayed among 

the Latins, 176. 
•Sethna, Mr. PhiroK C, aooom* 

panics the author to the Towets 

of Silence, 167, 
Shaw, Mr. Oscar F., namtci case 

of live burial, 96W 
Shefiield, a premature dcnth-certifi* 

cate at, 293. 
Signs of death, 319-247. 
Silenoe, Towers df, visit of aatbor 

to, at Bombay, 167. 
Sinhalese customs, 163. 
Small-posy cases of suspended ani- 
mation in, 121 ; Lmmeti on risks 

of live burial lipom, 121. 
Snart, Mr. John, on number of live 

burials, 261. 
Somaglia, Cardinal, prematurdy 

embalmed, 274. 
Spain, burial practices in, 404. 
Spasms of the heart, r ecovery after 

supposed death Irom. 215. 
4^^t^f 7A«, on indificrence to 

the danger, 12 ; case of recovery 

after thiee dayi^ intement, 99, 



Spinosa, Cardinal, prematurely em- 
balmed, 273. 

Sri Snmangala on risks of live burial 
and burning in Ceylon, 163. 

Statistics of death fay syncope, 211 ; 
of duntion of apparent death, 
248 ; of death-counterfeits, 249 ; 
oflive burial, 263. 

Stevenson, Dr. A., refuses demand 
for death-certificate in case of 
trance, 117. 

Still-bom, the resuscitation of, 386- 

390- 

Struve, Dr. C A., case of rescue 
fiitally dekyed, 134 ; on cold pro- 
ducing a aeath-fike state, 153 ; 
on duration of apparent death, 
228 ; case of recovery by elec- 
tricity, 309 ; cases of recovery of 
still-bom, 386; of recovery of 
drowned, 392-395* 

Switzerland, burml regulations, 405. 

Syncope, statistics of death fay, 211; 
definition of, 212. 

Talmud, the, iu teaching as to 

burials, 406. 
Tanner, Dr. H. S., rehUes two 

cases of narrow escape, 1 14. 
Taylor, Dr. Alfred Swayne, case of 

Ktreiaction ddayed till twentieth 
y, 143 ; on cases of premature 
burial, 209. 

Terilli, Dr., tardy burial a safeguard, 
176. 

Tcsu of death ; mobility, 221 ; res- 
piratory, 222; cardiac aind arterial, 
^3 • ^4^ merits, 224 ; potre- 
fiuSive, 228 ; clenched jaws, 221 ; 
diaphanous web of fingers, 225 ; 
Sir Henry Thomjon on, 228; 
Richardson's enumeration of, 231 ; 
Hartmann on fidlaciousncss of, 
230; oflkial statements o(^ 231 ; 
precautioos in Wflrtemburg, 234 ; 
/.nftftf on iallarifiuHiftf of^ 235, 
236; Brititk MmUtal /wme/oo 
Mae, 237-240; Wilder on samCt 
2401 Ganbert 00 same, 240; ex- 
pert wrifitmUmn of, 241; poputer 
trait iBt 2431 diioofvery of Dr. 
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Icard, 312; Baviiiui oflkkl direc- 
tions for, 344-347- 

Thiearey, Dr., his estimated nnmber 
of live burials cited, J63. 

Thompson, Mr. W. Arnold, case of 
still-born child recovered, 39a 

Thompson, Sir Henry, on imtre- 
ftiction test, aaS; on dettctiv« 
death-certification, 286; advocates 
cremation to prevent live buial, 
324; on cremation and inspection, 

330- 
Thouret, Dr., his inference from 

opening of graves, 81, 269. 
Tidy, Dr. C M., on prog ressi ve 

nature of death, 196; on cansrs 

of sudden death, 196; on still* 

bominfiuits, 386. 
TIjvMf. rA«, curious error In dealh- 

oertification, 29a. 
Tobacco a cause of sudden death, 

Townshend, CbL, voluntary suspen- 
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